
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

February 8th, 2021
Zoom Meeting

The regular business meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Gubrud.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 8th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of January 11th were approved as written.  Present were Commissioner Gubrud, Commissioner Harmon, Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg, Assistant Chief Miner and Secretary Berg.  Firefighter Phill Zimmerman as well as community members John Seehorn, Cindy McKeon, Justine Munoz, Collin Munoz and John Verdoes also called into the meeting.  
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

Newsletter – Secretary Berg sent out the newsletter over the weekend.  There are only 96 subscribers.  
Fire Engine – Commissioner Harmon met with Chief Berg and Secretary Berg to gather some data for the fire engine.  Secretary Berg is going to apply for a grant for a new fire engine.  The grant is due February 12th.  
Facilities Coordinator Job Description – Commissioner Thomson presented the facilities coordinator job description.  The other commissioners and Phill Zimmerman will look it over to see if anything else needs to be added. 

Call Report – Chief Berg gave an update on the call volume for 2021.  We responded to 26 calls so far this year.
New Business: 
Road Access – Justine and Collin Munoz signed into the meeting to apologize for altering the road around the catch basin behind the station.  Their property is adjacent to the new station and they have been using the road to access Lakeview Blvd without having to go onto Highway 9 (sometimes with horses).  They had been creating a muddy mess and they were trying to fix it.  They said they will restore the ground cover around the catch basin next week.  They asked for continued access to keep them safe but Commissioner Thomson informed them that the District doesn’t actually own the land that is adjacent to their land.  There is a small section between that belongs to Clay Ladum.  Commissioner Thomson will contact Clay Ladum to ask about them using that section.  
Station Screen Dashboard – Assistant Chief Miner presented a new software program that would allow for all of the apps that are used by the firefighters to be able to be seen on one screen.  The dashboard could include Emergency Reporting, ESO, Active 911 and Target Solutions.  The set-up is $895 with a monthly fee of $40 per screen.  He has offered to pay for the first 6 months.  The commissioners asked Assistant Chief Miner to send them the details via email so that they can review before they commit.

Chief’s Report:  
· Mount Vernon Fire and Burlington Fire asked if our ladder truck could be available for call out for a week because both of their ladder trucks were down.  Thankfully there were no fires during that time.

· The firefighters are going to start back up training the first part of March.  Paul Spencer, the mechanic, is going to be teaching a four-part pump class.  Over the last month, one-on-one driver training has still been occurring.  The end goal is to have a few more drivers/pump operators.
· The three individuals that just finished the academy also just completed a hazmat class that was two full weekends.

· Chief Berg would like to consider having a pinning ceremony in the next couple of months.

· Chief Berg would also like to have the banquet in March or April.

· The generator on Engine 911 no longer works.  Chief Berg is working with the mechanic to figure out a solution to purchase a new one (that will fit in the same spot) or get the parts to fix the old one.

· Chief Berg spoke with Bruce Scott, the Nookachamps HOA president, about the back side of the Nookachamps development.  Bruce Scott is going to talk to the board at their board meeting Wednesday and let them know that that area is actually Clear Lake’s district.
Assistant Chief Report: 

· Assistant Chief Miner has added the rig checks to Emergency Reporting.
· Assistant Chief Miner is working with new people to get them driving.

Public Comments:  Cindy McKeon asked why would we get rid of a newer brush truck and keep the older one.  Chief Berg informed her that the older truck is a better truck.  (This question was in reference to the newsletter article about our brush trucks).
Executive Session:  N/A
Commissioner Thomson made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 3282-3313 and EFTPS in the amount of $23,687.30 and accounts payable check #s 3314-3334 in the amount of $17,722.09 Commissioner Harmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Mike Gubrud, Commissioner Chair


