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Editor’s Notes

First of all, I wish to express my thanks to everyone who voiced the enjoyment they received from the last issue of The
Waves. My heart feels delighted that the work put into it achieved its goal. Again, Thank you.
As you know this venue is your publication and the staff members seek to address your concerns, community issues and
things that just might tickle your fancy or make you say hmmmmm. As such, I wish to speak my piece about something
that I hear rumbling around among us, that being the dearth of activities in the summer while the snow birds are gone.
Yes, I have heard many of our remaining community members state how dead it is around here while our bi-locational
friends are “home” enjoying the warmth of their summer. Well, I for one don’t want to take it lying down anymore…. LOL.
Pat Jarvis helped develop the idea of the Dinner and a Movie that was enjoyed on May 5th. I can not help but think there
are many more ideas like that one floating around out there waiting to be put into use. Ideas that are inexpensive and
easy to implement or if you are up to it a bit more involved, like a scavenger hunt.
You are encouraged to take action or at least share your idea with the staff of this publication or a group of friends or an
H.O.A. board member, especially the event coordinator Candy Hill or anyone who will listen.
Let us not bemoan that we are without community events but let us instead express ourselves and pitch in and have a
fun summer.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
Please note that any of the editorial staff can be reached by email at wavesnews@aol.com
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Kevin Stites - Maintenance Supervisor
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JIM WEISENBACHER
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Directors Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
SECRETARY
CONNIE HALL
Directors Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
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CANDY HILL
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MANAGEMENT LIAISON
MO DALEY
Directors Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19
DELEGATE AT LARGE
BECKY MOORE
Directors Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19
WAVES CONTACT PERSON
Bob Jarvis
wavesnews@aol.com

Newsletter Website: www.ontracnewsletters.com

As always books and puzzles are available free for all
community residents to borrow. Also, as before, to return
borrowed items simply place them into the basket on the
table in the library area.
As Gail is looking to update the inventory, please bring novels that are in good shape to the library for her to sort and
file. Unlike before, books older than 5 years are accepted,
especially those by popular authors. Any leftover books will
be taken by Gail to Goodwill for donation.
Due to limited space she will not be accepting VHS tapes
or nonfiction (cookbooks and instructional books) but
novels only.
Here’s wishing Gail good luck in managing this wonderful
resource.
Views & Opinion Disclaimer to Residents of Swan Lake.
The views and opinions expressed in articles printed in this
newsletter are strictly those of its author, and do not reflect
the views of other residents in Swan Lake, the Homeowners
Association Board of Directors or Management. No personal
attacks will be tolerated or published.
President,
Swan Lake Village HOA

ADVERTISING
DISCLAIMER
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DISCLAIMER TO
RESIDENTS
RESIDENTS
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OF SWAN
LAKE LAKE

Neither Swan Lake Management nor the Swan Lake HOA
Board of Directors have endorsed any of the advertisers in ‘The
Waves’.
The companies advertising in this newsletter have paid a fee
for their advertising.
Please ensure that you research any company or individual
before undertaking any repairs or services.
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Contact the HOA Board of Directors
with this email address:
swanlakevillagehoaboard@gmail.com
To read up-to-the-minute news, see:
swanlakevillagepeople.blogspot.com/
To report up-to-the-minute situations,
email Linda at slvpeople@yahoo.com

Book Nook

I am sad to announce Virginia Wilkinson has resigned as the librarian of our
community library. Happily however,
stepping up to fill the vacancy is Gail Steffens. She is looking
forward to the challenge.
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Swan Lake Village
620 57th Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34207
756-5409 Office 753-3256 Fax
manager@swanlakemhp.net
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HOA President’s Messages

Are you looking for homeowners insurance?
When I moved in to Swan Lake Village, I was informed “good
luck finding insurance” and that Citizens Insurance was the
only company available. I found the signing up process
with them painful. Furthermore, they wouldn’t give me full
coverage but only a small amount of my home’s actual value.
I used Citizens for four years until I found a new insurance
agency, Ken Christy Insurance. They have many insurance
companies from which you can chose to insure your home.
The insurance I chose not only covered my home’s value
but the additional amount I have invested. I now have the
peace of mind that if something major happens I’m more
then covered to replace it.
I recommend this company and suggest that you give them
a call. Ask for Mike Ferry at 941-755-4753.
Submitted by Jim Weisenbacher

Recipe of the Month

Would anyone like to add their favorite recipes to the
newsletter? I thought it might be nice to have a section to
share our recipes. Here’s hoping that there will be plenty
of you out there that will submit recipes. Just email me at
Wavesnews@aol.com or Waves4Euniece@aol.com. You
can also drop them by at my house at C-23 Wren Lane, or
if you see me out and about that would be fine too. Additionally, you can call me at 937-657-4930.
Thank you,
Euniece Unger
First Entry of Recipe of the Month

Peanut Butter Cookies
1 Cup Sugar
1 Cup White Syrup
Mix Together and bring to a boil.
As soon as it boils remove from heat.
Add 1 ½ Cups Peanut Butter
Add 4 ½ Cups Corn Flakes or Rice Krispies.
Mix Well and Spoon out on wax paper.
(NO BAKING REQUIRED)
Submitted by Euniece Unger

DONATIONS:

Several of our residents take donations to local community
charities.
“Our Daily Bread of Bradenton, Inc.”
1) Unopened non-perishable food items.
Pat Jarvis states that there is a drop-off basket in the clubhouse hallway or you can contact her at 941-243-3030.
Food donations MUST be UNOPENED as opened items
cannot be used and will be discarded.
**Note** Be aware that there are two baskets in the hallway;
one for food donations and one is actually a trash can.
Please be aware of this when discarding trash.
2) Clothing
Burt Tupper advises that new or used reusable clothing
can be left on the table under his carport at F4 Bamby Ln.
He further wishes everyone to know these items are given
at no cost to mostly homeless persons so no one is making
money off of your donations.
Lastly, your help to these charities is appreciated.

Swan Lake Village Waves - June 2019
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Guess Who??
I knew I made last months entry too easy. On the first day
The Waves was out, I had three responses and they all correctly guessed Helen AHF Privitera. Here are the winners
with their handmade candle prize

This month’s picture is of the mystery person on his wedding
day. I hope this is a little harder than last months. So, guess
away.

1st Place goes to Barb Robitaille

Please submit high school yearbook pictures to our staff.
Other pictures from your youth would be fun too but don’t
forget a brief description of the pic.
If the pictures are in digital format, they can be submitted
to wavesnews@aol.com. Hard copies can be loaned to
Helen Franklin at J-1. They will be scanned and promptly
returned to you, even while you wait.
2nd Place Connie Carpenter

3rd Place was
Euniece Unger

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

From the Desk of Mr. Trivia
1) The scientific term for brain freeze is “sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia”.
2) Canadians say “sorry” so much that a law was passed in 2009 declaring that an apology can’t be used as evidence of
admission to guilt.
3) If a Polar Bear and a Grizzly Bear mate, their offspring is called a “Pizzy Bear”.
4) Why do we say Cutting through the Red Tape?
Origin: 16th century
Story: Henry VIII sent 80 petitions to Pope Clement VII asking for his marriage to Catherine of Aragon to be annulled.
The petitions are bound with red tape. The expression was popularized after the Civil War, when veterans’ records were
bound in red tape and were difficult to access.
5) Calling “shotgun” when riding in a car comes from the term “shotgun messenger” which was used to refer to the guard
who sat next to the Stagecoach driver. The guards would use a shotgun to keep robbers and criminals away. It made its
way into society due to Hollywood’s love of Western flicks.
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Club Encouragement News
Nothing new on encouragement news Praise the Lord. Those recovering from surgery are
doing well. They include Mike Cotter, Bill Wilson, Kathy Trench and Brenda Weisenbacher
for her foot. Thank you to all who sent cards of encouragement.
If I have missed any one, I’m truly sorry. Please text and let me know.
Thanks, and God Bless
Lea West

WC
INC.

AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
• Manatee
• Pinellas
• Pasco
• Hillsborough
• Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures
E
FREax
E-Mus
Pl

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

“Our new energy efficient windows installed
by AMS are beautiful. Everything from start
to finish was great.”
C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

10%

Discou

nt

“This is simply the best roof over system available. We love our new roof.
Thanks you and your staff.”
J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures

Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our
time in our lovely lanai. No more rain or dirt.
The workmanship is fabulous.”
M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.
Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us. How About You?

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured
General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE
(with approved credit)

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED!
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June Birthdays
01
02
05
06
07
08
10
11
12
12
13
13
14
16
16

Cathy Mettille
Danny Ponthieux
Patricia Moore
Sandy Johnson
John Kostanje
Carol Smith
Jeanne Priest
Ronald Miller
Betty Critchfield
Kathleen Lewis
Dorothy Betcher
Linda Tammany
Doreen McDaniel
Mary Polous
Deborah Ravells

17
17
19
23
23
25
26
27
27
28
30

Nancy Truax
Sydney Palmer
Jim Molchany
John Urbancik
Robert Greathouse
Louise Baillargeon
Diane Hansen
Doug MacGowan
Mark Mettille
Peggy Tupper
Gary Nitz

Happy Father’s Day
June 16th

June Anniversaries
08
30

William & Linda Kouns
Steve & Nancy Truax

From the records of Barb Robitaille,
978-387-2242. Call for errors or omissions.
Note from the Editor: I was speaking to Barb
concerning the list of birthdays and anniversaries. She pointed out to me that under the new
privacy laws we can not only no longer use the
management records for these dates but we
can not contact individuals to get these dates
without their express permission. Thus, the list
of dates is dwindling as people leave our community for whatever reason. So PLEASE if you want
to be included so that you are noticed on your
special day, contact Barb at the number above.

A Friendly Giant

Adopt a Real Manatee
For Dad
This Father’s Day

savethemanatee.org
Photo © Patrick M.Rose
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Creatures of Swan Lake

Some new additions to our community have been noticed lately.
Many have seen these “parrots” flying around and pecking about
as birds do. Just for the curiosity of it, I pulled out my bird book
to see just who these additions are.
To my surprise, although quite large, they are not really what we
think of as parrots. They are Black-Hooded Parakeets, also known
as the Nanday Parakeet. It is one of the most successful of the 3
families of true parrots. Evidentially parrots and parakeets are in
the same species. OMG, this is getting too scientific. Any way,
they prefer the palm snags and if in urban areas telephone poles
of Florida.
So that is the story of our new friends in the wilds of Swan Lake
Village.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

A Fake Swan

Cormorants, gulls, ducks, and crows;
Pelicans, egrets, spoonbills, and ibis;
Herons, storks, woodpeckers, osprey,
Vultures and doves, parakeets and….. A fake swan??
The birds of Swan Lake, we’ve seen them all,
Flying and pecking, and squawking, and……
A fake swan? What does it do?
Nothing, I guess, but float on the water?
Here and there and everywhere.
We see birds all around.
They make our day, or annoy us to death…..
But a fake swan, HMMMMM!!!!!!
We are Swan Lake Village after all.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Four of our new buddies on a lawn
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Soft Floors?

• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

10 Yrs
Exp.

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

State Licensed
Mobile Home Installer
# IH-1110636

INSURED &
FAMILY
OPERATED
ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885
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April’s Dinner Out

Meals Out
Ladies’ & Men’s Lunch Out

Dinner out for April at Olive Garden was enjoyed by 25
We are die hard lunch fans, even in the summer. No snapSwan Lakers.
shots this trip, but the 7 diners at The Recipe Box enjoyed a
nice outing in May. I will keep the group going regardless
Submitted by Euniece Unger
of the number in attendance during this off season. I am
open to suggestions, as always.
Submitted by Connie Hall

Breakfast Out

Ten hungry souls enjoyed Breakfast Out for April at Perkins.
Submitted by Diane Boyer

Final Meeting of The Season
for the Red Hatters

Look at all those happy faces

Yesterday 12 Red Hatters went to Coquina Beach for a picnic
lunch, beach walk/wade, and conversation. We were there
for about five hours from 11AM to 4PM. I came home, had
a power nap then went to the hall for Dominoes. Perfect
weather, perfect friends. It was a great day.
Submitted by Lea West

Chris Hopkins enjoying
a cool OJ
Connie Carpenter, Marlene Taylor,
and Debbie Ravells at the grill
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Event Notes:
All Meals Out –
See Bulletin Board for details & sign-up
Special events - These will require advance ticket
purchase instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin
Board will also be used for details concerning
Special Events.

								

Swan Lake
SUNDAY

MONDAY

							

Snickers:
* What do you call a three humped camel?
…Pregnant
* How are stars like false teeth?
…They both come out at night.
* Knock, Knock. Who’s there? Oink, Oink. Oink,
Oink, who?
…Make up your mind, are you a pig or an owl.

2
Movie Night
6:00pm

Monday Coffee & Info 8am
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

9

Hurricane Season
begins
June 1st!

16

23
Movie Night
6:00pm
Movie Night
6:00pm

Knit
Club

10

Monday Coffee & Info 8am Knit
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Club
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

Movie Night
6:00pm

Movie Night
6:00pm

Do you have a plan?

3

30

17

Monday Coffee & Info 8am Knit
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee Club
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

24

Monday Coffee & Info 8am Knitt
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee Club
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm Dinn
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Village June 2019

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

							
1

4

tting/Crafts “Knit -Wits” Sit & Be Fit
bhouse
10:00am
Games & Euchre

11

Sit & Be Fit

5

8:30am
Clubhouse

18

tting/Crafts “Knit -Wits” Sit & Be Fit
bhouse
10:00am

25

ting/Crafts “Knit -Wits”
bhouse
10:00am

ner Out

Mah Jongg

1:00pm
Clubhouse

6:30pm
Clubhouse

19

Games & Euchre

6:30pm
Clubhouse

Sit & Be Fit

8:30am
Clubhouse

Games & Euchre

6:30pm
Clubhouse

26

			

Sit & Be Fit

13

8

9:00am
Clubhouse

14
Sit & Be Fit

Mah Jongg

1:00pm
Clubhouse

15

9:00am
Clubhouse

Poker-Clubhouse 6:30pm

6:30pm
Clubhouse
8:30am
Clubhouse

7

Poker-Clubhouse 6:30pm

12

8:30am
tting/Crafts “Knit -Wits”
Clubhouse
bhouse
10:00am Ladies & Men’s Lunch
Sign up in the Clubhouse
11:30
Games & Euchre

6

Mah Jongg

20

1:00pm
Clubhouse

21
Breakfast Out
Sit & Be Fit

22

8:30am
9:00am
Clubhouse

Poker-Clubhouse 6:30pm

Mah Jongg

27

1:00pm
Clubhouse

Sit & Be Fit

28

9:00am
Clubhouse

Poker-Clubhouse 6:30pm

29
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Community Activities:
FEATURED:
Dinner Out - June 25

Special Events
		
These will require advance ticket purchase instead
of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin Board will also be used for
details concerning Special Events.

All Meals Out –
		
See Bulletin Board for details & sign-up

REGULAR:
Monday Coffee
Texas Hold’em Cards
Sit & Be Fit
Sit & Be Fit
Knitting / Crafts – “Knit-Wits”
Games & Euchre
Ladies & Men’s Lunch – June 12
Mah Jongg
Poker
Breakfast Out – June 21
Movie Night

Every Monday
Every Monday
Every Monday
Every Wed, Fri
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
2nd Wed
Every Thursday
Every Friday
3rd Friday
Every Sunday

Stay Safe!

Don’t Drink and Drive

8:00am
6:30pm
After Coffee
8:30am
10:00am
6:30pm
11:30am
1:00pm
6:30pm
8:30am
6:00pm

Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Clubhouse
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(solution on page 27)

(Solution on Pg. 21)

Swan Lake Village Waves - June 2019

Who Had a Hard Day
at the Pool?

17
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The Jarvis’s Go West
On March 29, we (Bob & Pat
Jarvis) arrived at Las Vegas’ McCarran airport simultaneously
with our son Rick, daughterin-law Janice, & teen grandkids
Tyler & Cooper from Spokane,
WA. Shortly after, our son Rob
joined from Chicago. The family reunion & our 50th wedding
anniversary adventure began.
For starters, we checked into
a suite of rooms at Treasure
Island Casino Hotel on Las
Welcome to Las Vegas Vegas Blvd, where we enjoyed
the city’s offerings throughout
the weekend. We dined at Joe’s Seafood, Steak, & Crab
in Forum Shops at Caesars - an absolutely mind-blowing
experience. The brave (Rob & Tyler) zip-lined over the
open-air mall off Fremont St. There was more shopping
than any male in the group should endure. We wandered
the streets day & night soaking up the sights & there was
no shortage of that! Family photos were taken at every
opportunity, including at the Siegfried & Roy monument
at the Mirage.

company of many of the restaurant properties we visited.
So when he led us to El Segundo Sol for an afternoon of
tacos & margaritas, there was no risk whatsoever that the
experience would be top shelf. In summary, the first stage
of our vacation was filled to the minute with activity, & that
was only the beginning!
On Monday, we boarded our 12-passenger rental van for
travel to Grand Canyon. After a several hour drive, we arrived & checked into the Grand Canyon Railroad & Hotel in
Williams, Arizona to begin our tour package adventure to
the southern rim of the Grand Canyon. Lodging, meals &
entertainment are all part of the package. Tuesday morning,
after an outdoor
live wild-west
show, we boarded
our fully restored &
modernized train
(diesel electric locomotives & coach
cars) for a comfortable 65 mile ride to
the canyon.
Grand Canyon Railroad Train reflection
The Grand Canyon Southern Rim tour was a non-stop adventure. Shuttle buses transported us to all the premier
viewing areas, as well as the Maswik Lodge for lunch. It was
very windy, cold with a light rainfall, though our enthusiasm
was not dampened. Mother Nature just carved & painted
the landscape in a way that I could never have expected.

Family at Siegfried & Roy monument
Surprise, surprise, no-one who offered to take our portrait
ran off with the camera! We got it back every time. We saw
O by Cirque du Soleil at the Bellagio – a stunning show of
air, fire & water. We watched in amazement at the stunning
acrobatics.
Full disclosure – Rob made all our Las Vegas arrangements
& tour-plans because of his familiarity with the city that
never sleeps. He regularly works there for the parent

Painted canyon
It was eventually time to board our railroad train for the
return 65 mile trip to Williams. We were again entertained
by a live, capable guitar player/singer. Then there was the
train robbery! Our performers from the earlier wild-west
show rode their horses along the train.
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Native American Hualapai Tribe. It was an enjoyable drive
with many opportunities for family photos.
At Kingman, we turned north for a several hour drive on a
rural road complete with warning signs about flooding, free
range cattle & dips in the road. The terrain was spectacular
with all sorts of rock formations, Joshua Tree “forests” &
distant mountain views.
Train Robbery
They boarded & ventured through the passenger cars ordering payment from the passengers. Some did tip them to the
delight of the kids on board. Sheer fun for all. Exhausted, we
returned to the hotel to enjoy another meal in their on-site
buffet restaurant. After a filling meal, most of us oldsters
retired to our rooms for a good night’s sleep, for preparation
for the next leg of vacation.
In the morning, breakfast
was the 1st order of business
in the dining area, and then
we boarded our rental van &
headed out. Of course, shopping was an order of business
in the downtown, historic
Williams. It’s a girl thing & the
teenagers had no choice but
to tag along. We guys were
able to pass the time waiting
& people watching in the van.
Family on Route 66
A few more group pictures in
front of historic Route 66 signs, then off we went on that
historic route, headed for an overnight at the tiny waypoint
of Peach Springs. We checked into the Hualapai Lodge &
enjoyed an excellent dinner & breakfast at the onsite Diamond Creek Restaurant. Peach Springs is the administrative
headquarters for the Hualapai people. Population of the
town is about 1000 & the elevation is close to 5000 feet. I
had a difficult time catching my breath at this elevation.
Our “kids” chose to go exploring for the evening. I chose
to turn in early. I don’t know what others did. After our
breakfast, it was time to get serious about exploring Route 66 on
the way to the eastern rim of the
Grand Canyon. What an experience! Burma Shave signs were
located all along the highway. The
abandoned motels, lunch stops,
& gasoline stations line the way.
There are many gift shops along
the way, operated by the same
resort operators as the Western Family at Route 66
Rim itself under the guise of the
attraction

Joshua Trees
We eventually reached the entrance to the Grand Western
Rim.
I must insert a side story at this point. I am known for trying
to take the most adventurous route to anything. I was in
charge of the planning for the Grand Canyon part of the
vacation, so true to form, I had each leg of the journey nailed
down in the GPS as well as the reservations. However, there
was one missing segment – the trip from Peach Springs to
Grand Canyon West. My handheld GPS could not identify
“Diamond Bar Road” destination. Eventually, that got replaced with “Buck & Doe Road”. Looked good, but the route
seemed to go into the mountains on a VERY windy course.
I thought that would be interesting, but I questioned (to
myself ) if this 100 mile path was correct. All the brochures
warned of the remote & desolate location of the Western
Grand Canyon. My son told me outright, since he was
driving that segment, he would choose his own route. As
we were getting ready to leave in the morning, the hotel
clerk told me “never take the Buck & Doe Road” as it is too
dangerous for even Jeeps. I quietly crossed out that plan
& we safely arrived at our destination.
The Hualapai Ranch at the Western Rim
Also, there are zipline adventures
over portions of the
canyon.
You could take a
helicopter ride into
the canyon and Hualapai Ranch entrance is the site of
many other forms the famous (& terrifying) Glass Skywalk
of terrifying activi- out over the canyon wall.
(Continued on next page)
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ties. I chose a series
of shuttle-bus transports to the many
viewing locations.
We reserved cabins
on the edge of the
canyon for our overnight.
Out on the glass Skywalk

Canyon cabins
We ended our day gathered around a campfire in front
of our cabin. From our front porch, we woke to morning
sun rising over the canyon. Western breakfast & dinners in
the food hall were included with the tour package. I was
amazed that you could walk right up to the canyon edge (if
you so chose). During 4 weeks surrounding our visit, 4 people fell to their deaths while posing for their selfies! Can you
imagine? If that’s what you choose, that’s what you can do.
The ride back to Las Vegas was uneventful, though filled
with all the beauty & majesty that Arizona & Nevada had
to offer. We snapped dozens & dozens of photos from the
windows of our spacious van. The smell of Fritos & Cheetos
pervaded the cabin as the teenagers (& adults) snacked
their way across 2 states. Eventually we mounted the rise;
rounded the curve & peered out over the vast flatland desert
that holds the city of Las Vegas.

lands surrounding Las
Vegas. Believe it or not,
there is a lot more to see
than flashing neon lights
& brightly lit mobile billboards. We motored thru
Red Rock Canyon to view
fantastic displays of rock
formations – of course in
Red Rock Canyon
red! It was as though an
artist painted the layers with a paint brush.
This was also a favorite for rock climbers. As you sat in
viewing areas, small specks seemed to move on the distant rock faces. A closer
look showed these to be
people. That’s nuts in my
book – sport in theirs. What
trip wouldn’t be complete
without snow? (Says the guy
with snow in his veins.) We
took a ride around the Spring
Spring Mountains
Mountains visitor loop in the
shadow of snow covered peaks. There was abundant snow
along the roadway. All this was within an afternoon drive
of downtown Las Vegas.

Frozen Dunes
Just seeing the high-rise hotels & casinos spread out in
the distance was like seeing
a fantasy land.
Entering Las Vegas
This time we checked into the Excalibur Hotel & Casino. Our
Spokane family took leave on Saturday, though not after
another evening on the town. Understand that an “evening
on the town” means crawling “our” vast hotel/casino as well
as the adjacent Luxor & Mandalay Bay complexes, all within
walking distance. The city is alive, all day & all night. I wasn’t,
so I again turned in. Pat tried unsuccessfully to beat the
odds in the casino. I know better & never dropped coin
into any flashy machine.
For Sunday, my son, Rob along with Pat & I rented a really
luxury & spacious BMW SUV. We took off into the high-

Rob departed late on Sunday,
leaving Pat & I to entertain
ourselves for the next several
days. We visited the Sand
Dunes Recreation Area on
the eastern side of Las Vegas.

The mish-mash of rock formations & coloration is just another example of nature’s beauty. We also drove out into
the desert, hoping to get a flavor of that environment. Unfortunately, the wind was so strong, it was difficult to truly
enjoy the adventure. Also, most of the back roads were
designated private property by large conglomerate gypsum
mining companies. The drive was spectacular, though the
extent of discovery was disappointing.
We returned to Excalibur to enjoy the Australian Bee Gees
show. It did not have the luster of many of the other Las Vegas productions, but it was immensely entertaining. We finished off our evening by eating at the Camelot Steakhouse
where I enjoyed the best prime rib I ever experienced. That
meal essentially concluded our Las Vegas & Grand Canyon
family reunion & 50th wedding anniversary.
There was so much to see & so little time to see it.
Bob Jarvis

Swan Lake Village Waves - June 2019

21

Swan Lake Village
Community Watch Program
Effective immediately, any resident who is going to be away from home
overnight or, for an extended period, can have their doors and windows
checked by the patrol.
Just advise the coordinator, Jeff Wolfe, and your request will be posted
on the nightly schedule.
Jeff Wolfe
C-30
941-545-3971
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Dinner and a Movie – May 5th

As part of the attempt to keep things going during the summer the idea of a simple dinner sprang forth. As it was discussed it evolved and grew. It seemed natural to combine this meal with Movie Night; thus, Dinner and a Movie was born.
The concept started just after our dinner out at the Olive Garden. Since I had the recipe, a big pot of their Zuppa Toscano
soup was selected as the entree. Pat Jarvis volunteered to help with the cost and work. As it was discussed around,
Connie Carpenter offered to make an Olive Garden House Salad and Jim and Brenda Weisenbacher provided the Garlic
Bread Sticks. Desserts were donated in the form of carrot Cupcakes by Doris Rankin, Tiramisu by Connie Carpenter, and
Pat Jarvis brought Mini Cream Puffs and Eclairs.
Our thanks go out to the H.O.A. for sponsoring this fine meal as well as picking up the tab for most of the meal. As the
desserts were donated our thanks also go to those generous parties. Thanks also go to all those that pitched in, especially
Diane who helped with the set-up & clean-up. Also, thanks to anyone I missed.
Twenty-one of us ate, drank, and then enjoyed Office Space.
Perhaps we should think about doing this again.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Jim Wolfe lookin’ happy

Looks like the dinner was a success, yeah!

The dinner gets a thumbs up from Bob Jarvis

Swan Lake Village										
Resident Lot # ______
620 57th Ave. West
Bradenton, FL 34207

News from your home away from home:
To:
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