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Personal
Transformation

Class meets Monday nights @ 6:30 pm or can join from a Facebook group.
"aYa: Currently, we are gathering for devotion and card signing before watching
family movies. We will end in a prayer.



[image: image4.jpg]>

Church Information




[image: image5.png]j WELCOME
- a WERE GLAD
"™ | YOUREHERE %




[image: image6.png]Find us on

Facebook





[image: image7.jpg]



It is August already, where did June and July go? I had a great time at Vacation Bible School this year, it was my first VBS I listened and learned a lot. As the summer starts winding down and fall looms in the near future the focus of some in the church family has turned towards finalizing the “Sunday’s Cool” curriculum for the children. This year the focus will be on apologetics. I can tell you that after listening to my group of 5th and 6th graders teaching them apologetics this next year will be very important. What are apologetics you ask, let me tell you. 


Apologetics is defined by Merriam Webster as, “1: systematic argumentative discourse (see DISCOURSE entry 1 sense 2a) in defense of a doctrine. 2: a branch of theology devoted to the defense of the divine origin and authority of Christianity.”  Nice formal explanation, right? Well to put it more bluntly apologetics is being a “Defender of the Faith” from enemies of the gospel. Apologetics is also explaining the reason for our faith to those who need to be led to the truth about God and Jesus Christ through reason. 


Let me ask several questions here, when was the last time you were in a bible study that dealt with apologetics? When was the last time you heard a sermon on apologetics? Let me answer my own questions here, I have never been in a bible study about apologetics, nor have I preached a sermon on apologetics. My preaching focused on discipleship and the promises made by God and kept in Jesus Christ. Most recently my preaching has focused on the unity of the family of Christ and coming together as one church family and not two separate churches in one building, this is where the Holy Spirit has led me so far. Now I listen and wait to hear if it’s time to start looking at and preaching about why we believe what we believe and start to make disciples of Jesus Christ not just for the transformation of the world but also as, “Defenders of the Faith.” 

Fulfilling 2 Timothy3:14- 17:

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

One final question, are you ready to join as one family not only as disciples but along with the children as apologists, “Defenders of the Faith”?
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Red Road to DC:

This summer, the House of Tears Carvers of the Lummi Nation will transport a 25-foot totem pole from Washington state to Washington DC, stopping for ceremony and live-streamed events with communities leading efforts to protect sacred places under threat from resource extraction and industrial development. As the pole travels, it draws lines of connection- honoring, uniting, and empowering communities working to protect sacred places. The pole carries the spirit of the lands it visits and the power and prayers of communities along the way- ultimately delivering these prayers, power and demands to the Biden-Harris Administration and Congress in Washington DC and culminating in an exhibition at the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. 


The totem stopped at Mackinac City on July 27. The Straits of Mackinac area is one of the most strategically located areas in the Great Lakes region and has been the center for cultural contact and interaction by thousands of years. It is a sensitive and sacred space which holds terrestrial and bottomland archaeological sites, submerged paleo landscapes, cemeteries and isolated human burials, significant architecture and objects and historic districts. For the Bay Mills Indian Community, the Straits of Mackinac are an important Sacred Space.  Since 1953, the Enbridge Energy, Inc. and its predecessor companies have operated a 645 mile 30 inch diameter pipeline, named Line 5, that runs through the State of Michigan and the Mills Indian Community’s treaty ceded land, which transports a variety of petroleum products. The Line 5 dual pipelines were designed to function for a 50-year period, which has already expired, and is subject to ruptures that have amounted to more than 1,000,000 gallons of oil and natural gas spills. These spills have directly impacted the health of the entire region. The Environmental Protection Agency has fined the Enbridge Energy, Inc $6.5 million dollars for failure to maintain and repair the Lakehead Pipeline System. Continued operation of Line 5 dual pipelines will ultimately result in rupture of the pipeline, causing catastrophic damage to the lands and waters near the Straits of Mackinac, destruction of the Tribal Nation’s treaty rights and harm the people who depend o the Great Lakes for their economic livelihood, their quality of life, their cultural well-being and their very existence.


If this touches your soul, then find out more about this pipeline and talk to your legislative representatives. This doesn’t just affect the Native Americans- it impacts the health and welfare of all of us. Thank you -WalthaGaye
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Vacation Bible School:
Thanks to all of your help and donations, VBS was very successful. General attendance was 30 kids each night and we rode the rails learning ways that Jesus’ power pulls us through. Each night was a different bible point and buddy to help us learn more about God’s awesome power and love.

     Someone stepped up each night for games. Thanks to all of our helpers and crew leaders and station leaders. It takes a church to put on a great VBS. We collected $250 dollars which will buy 25 Alpacas for Ecuador (I told the kids all week Peru- close). What a blessing for those families. I learned lots of facts about Alpacas.

Next year the theme is the desert so start collecting items. 

     Thanks again for all of your help and donations.
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Mission u training was July 9 and 10. It was very thought provoking and heart wrenching. School to prison pipeline refers to the policies and practices that push our nation’s school children, especially our most at-risk children, out of classrooms and into the juvenile and criminal justice systems. This pipeline reflects the prioritization of incarceration over education.

Black students are 2.6x more likely to be suspended than white


A student arrested in schools is twice as likely not to graduate and 4x as likely if appears in court


A black student is 5x more likely to be incarcerated than a white


African American students are 3x more likely to be suspended and expelled than a white student


12% African American girls are suspended compared to 2% white girls


black girls are suspended 6x more than white girls


black boys are suspended 3x more than white boys


40% students expelled from US schools are black


70% of students involved in “in-school” arrests are blacks or latinos


68% of all inmates in prison did not graduate from High School

Causes

*implicit biases(those we have that we don’t realize)\

*excessive out-of-school suspensions and expulsions

*status offenses

*zero tolerance policies

************************************************************************************************************************
Finance update from July 28th – Mortgage is now $68,139.12.  Next meeting is August 25th along with the Ad Board and Town Hall meeting starting at 6:00 pm.
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HEALTH CARE PLUS

What is Healthcare Plus?  Healthcare Plus is Montcalm County’s Ambulance Subscription Program.  HCP+ pays for the uninsured portion of medically necessary ambulance transports (Medical necessity guidelines are established by the Center For Medicare and Medicaid Services or CM).

How much does HCP+ cost?  HCP+ cost $39 per year and covers a member, their spouse and their legal dependents living at that residence.

What HCP+ doesn’t cover?  HCP+ doesn’t cover transports that are not medically necessary.

Who should subscribe to HCP+?  Any person that either has no insurance or their insurance policy required a copay or deductible.  To be sure that you have a need for HCP+ you should call your insurance carrier to check to see what you policy covers.

To request a form or for more information please call 989-831-3533 or 989-831-7581.

.
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United Methodist business meeting


August 5th @ 10:00 am





AD Board, Finance &


Town Meeting 6:00 pm


August 25th
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Please plan to come to our Sunday Service to be held at Red Pines Campground on Aug 8th at 11:00 am followed by the Annual Church Picnic.  Hot dogs, buns and condiments will be provided. There will be valet parking available.  Bounce house.  There is a pavilion and a small lake. Please bring chairs and fishing poles.  Camping is also available.  To reserve go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.redpinescampground.com" �www.redpinescampground.com�
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Calendar is current as of 7/29/2021.  For additions & corrections please call the office.
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Stay connected!  Follow us on:





Join Us Each Sunday





Worship Services 10:00 am








(masks are optional)








Carson City United Methodist Church


   Phone: 989-584-3797   


Email: carsoncityumc@gmail.com


Website: carsoncityumc.com


Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am-Noon


After hours by appointment


Pastor: Ian McDonald (906) 322-5318


Secretary: Bonnie Seaman (989) 763-1674








Weekly Sunday Bulletin now available on our website


at www.carsoncityumc.com








 Online giving available -  on CCUMC Website: http://www.carsoncityumc.com/donate.html








Seeds of Faith - daily devotion on Facebook by Pastor Ian McDonald.  The pastor will be giving a four to five minute devotional on a portion of scripture that speaks to our faith.












