As I was trying to think of illustrations to help us understand  what Paul is getting at 
with same bodies 



getting new life and power, 


I struggled to find anything that could play itself out well.  

In my reading, 


I did come across one that worked very well, 



being adopted in the Roman world, 


but Paul already took that one 


and we will explore that more next week.

But God's timing is good 


and he provides what is needed.  

Paul is trying to encourage us in our life with Christ.


I just recently watched my one NFL game of the year.  

For some reason there were a lot of commercials, 


most no one had seen before.  

You may have watched the same game 


between the Denver Broncos and the Carolina Panthers

 and saw the ad about the Toyota Prius 


and how it is now faster, 



at least that was the point it was supposed to be making.

The commercial does not fit perfectly into what Paul is saying, 


because it starts off with a bank robbery, 



and Paul is not condoning that.  

But the next scene is the old car being towed away 


and a new car being bought.

As the police chase the Prius, 


the Prius is able to stay out ahead, 



despite being an electric hybrid car, 




because it is now faster.  

But that is not the only advantage that the Prius has.  


It has way better gas mileage that your normal get away car, 



58 mpg.  


It is running on a whole new source of life.  

So the things that used to get bank robbers caught, 


the Prius can overcome.  

The speed and handling of the car are improved.  

Unlike a Ford Bronco, 


this car could go fast enough that it was not a slow chase down the highway.  

If other cars could go as fast, 


they could not keep up forever and eventually ran out of gas.  

But no car is faster than a radio transmission.  


But after a few hours of sitting in the desert, 



waiting for a car to drive by, 




you fall asleep.  

With a proximity sensor 

and an electric motor that is almost silent, 


you can sneak through the road block 



without waking up any of the sleeping officers.  

Maybe I should have just showed the commercial, 


but I need you to be able to make the jump from the car commercial, 


to life in Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

For we who are in Christ, 


are no longer the same as everyone else.  


We no longer work from the same source of life.  

Just as being a Hybrid gave the Prius double the mileage of gas operated vehicles, 


we have more 



because we look to the Spirit to guide our lives, 




rather than the world.  

The old way of living is being put behind us 


and the new way is taking over more and more.  

When we moved to the Christ fueled way of life, 


things changed 


or should be changing.  

We find ourselves forgiving more, 

loving more, 

serving more, 

joyful more.  


We have the capacity to do the things we were made to do, 



more fully.  

The Prius was able to drive more than the other cars, 


and that is what a car is made to do.  

What are humans made to do?  


We were made to fill God's world with things that reflect God's glory.  


We were made in God's image in order to do so.  

So it would be foolish not to use the Spirit of Christ, 


to let Christ come in and modify our lives 



so that we could run as Christ runs.

Now there is a catch in Paul's explanation that is not to be missed.  


We will feather it out more next week as we discuss adoption.  

The catch is, 


we must have the Spirit of Christ, 



and the Holy Spirit is the one Jesus promised he would send, 


we must have the Spirit 



or we do not belong to Christ.  

This means that our Good works are insufficient, 


our heritage is of no use, 


our intentions 


or hopes for the future do us no good.  

It is only if you have the Spirit of Christ, 


that you belong to Christ.  

Sitting in that chair on Sunday morning doesn't get it for you.  

Only asking Jesus to be the ruler and savior of your life 


gets you the Spirit.  

The Spirit may be working in and in spite of you. 

But the Spirit prefers to work with you 


and bring you into the way and life of Christ.  



It wants to fill those dry bones.  

The Holy Spirit is what allows our lives to function more efficiently, 


so that we find ourselves living as Christ lives.

What do I mean by this?  


Well, for example, 



forgiveness is a hard thing to do.  

The average Jew of Jesus' time thought 


forgiving someone three times was quite gracious.  


Seven was saintly.  


Jesus called us to forgive seventy times seven.  

If we are functioning by the world's standards, 


we are not going to be able to do this.  



My siblings used up their 7 times in the first week of their existence.

The circumstances and situations that cause me the greatest consternation 


are the ones where I have forgiven someone for the same offense 



time and time again.  


We have talked about what they do, 


how it makes me feel, 


why it drives me crazy, 



all the ways that the world says to deal with it.  


But inevitably 



they go and do the same thing again.  

The only way that I am able to find the strength to forgive them yet again, 


is to remember God is doing the same thing for me, 


that Jesus has died for this sin as well, 


and that God knows the issue 



and is working to bring about change, 


both in them 



and especially me, 


and then trust God to work in my heart.  

Some of these situations used to leave me brooding for weeks.  


But God is helping me go through this process more efficiently, 



so that sometimes it is only a flash of frustration, 



other times it is still a day or two, 




but at least not a week anymore.

The reality remains, 


that even if we are in Christ, 



that this body still feels the effect of sin 



and will die.  

The same for our friend the Prius.  


Even with this better, 


more efficient motor, 




the plague of rust and wear for cars 




comes under the guise of death because of sin.  

Our prayer requests acknowledge that even for God's closest saints, 


that this body is made of dust, 


and to dust it will return.  

But that does not negate it from living in a more life giving manner for the miles it has.  

The body that God gives us, 


retooled in the manner and style of Christ, 



is far superior to the body that is not under the direction of Jesus.  

It has this superiority, 


again not because of what we have done, 

but because of the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  


We get this life giving power from the Spirit 



because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross 



and in that tomb on Easter morning.

This is not just a future transition.  


It is not someday we will receive this new life in Christ.  

This new life in Christ is available to us now.  


We have the Spirit dwelling within us now,



if Christ is the one leading our lives.  

These mortal bodies will do things we would never believed possible 


if we give them the chance.  


If we put them in the game 



and are using them the way they were intended.  

Have you ever shown up to a dinner party worn out 


and ready to go home before you knocked on the door?  

But then hours later, 


you find it is a couple hours past your bedtime 


but you feel like you could stay and tell stories for a few more hours?  

The reason we have experiences like this, 


is that we are using our bodies in one of the ways God created us to use them.  



To eat together, 



to share life together,



 to encourage one another in the trials that we are facing. 


God wants us to know one another.  


When we are doing so, 



our bodies find the strength and endurance 




to continue on in this life giving task.  

When we continually turn down opportunities to live into the Spirit's life, 


we continue to let our mortal bodies fade away.  

Let us trust that he who raised Christ from the dead 


will give us the life in these mortal bodies, 


to do the things that will give us life.  



Even if we do not feel like doing it at the moment.  

If we hear God's calling, let us boldly and courageously set out upon the task, 


trusting in God's strength and Spirit.

Since this is how we are made, 


we have an obligation to live into the bodies we are given.  


To use them the way they were made.  

We can leave behind the rules and requirements of this world 


and live according to God's rules and requirements of God's world.  

Loving our neighbor as ourselves, 


even if that means we have to forgive them for the wrongs they have done.  Loving God with all our heart, mind and soul, 


even if that means that we are no longer calling the shots 


or determining everything that happens in our life.

God is willing to help us with this transformation.  


We are to put to death the misdeeds of body.  

But we are not to do that first 


and then join Jesus.  

The Spirit is how we are to put to death the misdeeds.  


We can foolishly try to put to death misdeeds by our own power, 



trying all kinds of methods, 



thought processes, 



and self help books.  

But if we allow the Spirit to take over and rule our lives, 


the struggles are easier to overcome,



because the Spirit will bring the body of Christ around us



and a fuller awareness of the love of God.

This obligation to live into the life of God, 


causes us to live.  

As we do so, 


it also transforms the way those around us live.  

I don't know if everyone saw the second commercial concerning the Prius 


after the commercials, 


I mean the game, ended.  

But there was a follow up.  


Our friends who were out running everyone, 



because they had this different type of power, 



this new life giving power, 




have inspired others to rethink their lives and ways.  

So a follow up commercial occurs 


with a montage of a Prius going through the Police Academy 


and becoming a patrol car.  

The advantage that the get away car had 


is suddenly equalled by a police car being a Prius as well.  

But that is what God wants from our lives, 


is it not?  

To live them so fully in his power, 


that everyone around us sees the life that comes from God's way, 


that they are willing to lay down their old life 


and take on God's life for themselves.  

I pray that we might live such lives 


for the brothers and sisters around us, 



until we are all running purely on the life of the Spirit.

