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Rev. Green Woods, Martyred Minister
Based on various sources, compiled by Virginia White

Green Woods was born in 1814 in
Bellevue Valley, Missouri, near Caledonia.
His father, William Woods, had
come there in 1808 after two years in
Upper Louisiana, originally from
Greene County, Tennessee. William
was a man of intelligence and enterprise. He soon married Elizabeth
McMurtrey.
“Woods family strove for betterment. In their large log house (the
Woods-Holman house, southwest of
Caledonia) his wife Elizabeth gave
birth to ten children who became a
family of considerable cultivation and
accomplishment,” stated historian,
Robert Flanders.
William Woods and his new wife
organized a Methodist class and quickly drew
upon the New Method to utilize lay talent to
create an operative religious society, in substance a "church" that moved into a small log
building in 1810. This Shiloh Meeting House
was the first Methodist church west of the
Mississippi River.
By 1817, Shiloh Meeting House had sent
forth to the Red River Country that was in
Hempstead County, Arkansas, enough Methodists families to form the Mound Prairie
Church, which is designated as the first Methodist church in the present state of Arkansas.
Among those ministers who went were Joseph Reed, who had deeded Shiloh Church;
Salmon Ruggles, who was Joseph’s brotherin-law from New England; John Henry; and
William Stevenson, the minister, who was in

charge of all Methodist activities
in Arkansas from 1815-1825.
Green Woods had grown up on
the family farm near Caledonia in
Bellevue Valley. According to historian, John O. Gooch, in 1836,
Green was received on trial in the
Missouri Annual Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Bishop Robert Roberts appointed
him as junior preacher on the
Farmington Circuit, under the supervision of George Smith.
The next year, he was reappointed to Farmington by Bishop
Joshua Soule, this time with Alvin
Baird as senior preacher.
Green Woods wrote his father,
William, from Pocahontas, Arkansas, at age twenty-eight that he was earning
only $1.24 a day as a subscription school
teacher and was economizing, so he could
repay all his debts. He added “I have got the
notion to marry at last.”
Green Woods married a young widow,
Elizabeth Ann Blackburn Crawford on March
31, 1842.
For about two years in the early 1850s,
Green and three brothers were in the gold
fields of California where he both mined and
preached.
While he was not under appointment, the
Methodist Episcopal Church divided into two
bodies, North and South. When Woods came
back to itineracy, it was to the St. Louis Con(Continued on page 2)

by some of his friends not to go to his appointment, as they believed that he would be
taken prisoner and perhaps killed on that day
by the soldiers, if he attempted to preach.
However, he told them that he would go and
preach, and if the soldiers wished to arrest
him they could do so; and, if necessary, he
could go to jail. He stated that he did not believe that they would kill him, because he had
done nothing to be killed for.
Silas Hamby, a member of the Methodist
Church, North, had said some time before that
no Southern Methodist preacher should
preach at Mount Pleasant again. At that time,
my father thought it was an idle threat, as he
had heard of no preacher being killed because
he was a preacher!
When Sunday morning came, father and
my younger sister went to Mount Pleasant,
and he preached to a small congregation – the
people being afraid to turn out on account of
the soldiers – and returned home the same
evening unmolested. The next morning he
took my sister—just thirteen—and two little
boys he had hired out to a field one mile from
home to finish planting corn. While they were
at work, the mother of the boys came by the
field on her way to our house. She saw that
they were nearly done, so she thought she
would wait until they finished, so she was
there when Green Woods was arrested.
It was about the middle of the forenoon of
Monday, June 9, 1862, when sixteen men,
armed and uniformed as Federal soldiers,
came to our house and surrounded it. They
inquired for father. Mother told them that he
was not at home, but out in the field (father
told her if they came and called for him, to tell
them where he was). They made a general
search. Five of them were sent to the field,
and while they were gone, those at the house
were stealing everything they could get their
(Continued on page 3)
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ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. Bishop James O. Andrew appointed
him to Cape Girardeau and Jackson.
In 1854 he was appointed to the Ste. Genevieve Circuit. The Conference of 1855, held at
Springfield, received him into full connection
and he was returned to Ste. Genevieve.
William Leftwich says that Woods was
well received everywhere and always known
for his good works. Leftwich is an important
source for what happened to Southern Methodist clergy and churches during the War Between the States. Leftwich is the author of a
two-volume history of persecutions of Southern Methodist preachers entitled Martyrdom in
Missouri.
One of Green Woods’ classmates in the
Conference said of him that he was the last
person who would meddle in politics or make
himself offensive to any one.
At the beginning of the war, Woods was
Presiding Elder on the Greenville District, St.
Louis Conference. The wartime climate in Missouri was such that the state was disturbed,
so much so that Woods gave up his district
work to remain in Dent County, Missouri.
The following account of Woods’ murder
was written by his daughter, Josephine, and
preserved by Leftwich: “In the spring of 1862
the excitement in the country became so intense that my father could no longer travel his
district, so he thought he would stay at home
and try to make enough to support his family
on his farm. As the people in the neighborhood desired him to preach to them, he made
an appointment to preach, about three miles
from home, the second Sunday in May. He
filled this appointment, and announced another service at the same place for the second
Sunday in June.
Before that time arrived he was advised
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The letter is signed by Mrs. Woods and by
Josephine and Mary Louisa, the daughters of
Green Woods.
Mrs. Woods provided some additional details. She reports that the soldiers asked him,
while he was eating, if he did not think he
should have taken the oath of allegiance to
the Federal government that all citizens were
required to take. Mr. Woods replied that he
thought it would not have given him any protection to do so, since just the day before the
soldiers were taking the property and breaking the guns of
those who had taken the oath.
Her statement also included
the following:
“A young man named Bill
Fudge, the son of North Methodists who were once members of the Southern Methodist
Church, and another named
Harrison Ratliff, it is said,
helped commit the murder.”
To the question, “What evidence have
you that [Captain] Ing, the North Methodist
presiding elder, sent the men to commit the
murder?” She replied, “All the evidence we
have that Ing sent the men is that he was their
commander at the time; and it has been told,
by those who said they saw it, that father’s
hand was carried to Ing as proof that they had
killed him, and that he still had it in his possession a year or two ago.”
There was no love lost between northern and southern Methodists in Missouri or
Arkansas. Southwest Missouri had a population of northern Methodists who had refused
to abide by the Plan of Separation and “go
south” along with the rest of the conference.
One can be sure that this refusal did not
ease strong feelings between the two groups
in both southern Missouri and northern Arkansas, where neighbors were also divided by
both Federal and Confederate loyalties. Unfortunately, historical records and stories indicate much brutality in those areas then.
In Missouri, there are records of seven
Methodist pastors murdered during the Civil
War. They weren’t soldiers or slave holders,
by historical accounts: it seems they were
killed because they were serving the Methodist Episcopal Church South, according to
Fred Koenig, publisher.

(Continued from page 2)
hands on that belonged to father, leaving very
few things behind.
When the five soldiers got to the field, father was not quite done planting. They rode
up and asked if his name was Green Woods;
he told them it was. They ordered him to
come with them. He asked them if they would
not wait until he could finish planting, as he
had then but a few short rows: but they told
him that they were in a hurry.
My sister asked them what they
intended to do with father. They
told her that it was uncertain
where he would get to before
he came back.
They brought him to the
house and allowed him to eat
his dinner. When he went to redress himself, he could not find
a change of clothes, as the soldiers had taken all that he had
and would not even give him some clean
pants or hat. They took him about three miles
from home, to a man’s house by the name of
Jones, and pretended to get evidence against
him. (This was northwest from where we live.)
They then took him about three miles from
home, to where Peter Skiles, a blacksmith,
lived. They stopped there awhile and
searched the house, as Skiles was a Southern
man.
They then took father about half a mile
and killed him, and left him lying out in the
woods away from the road – no one knew
where except those who placed him there.
Two guns were heard after the soldiers left
Skiles’.
This was done on Monday, and his body
was not found until the next Monday. When
found, he was lying on his back with his overcoat spread on the ground under him; one
arm was stretched out one way, and the other
stretched out the other way, his hat drawn
down over his face, his coat and vest and left
glove lying on the ground near him, his right
glove on, his left shirt sleeve torn off, and his
left hand off and gone. He seemed to have
been dragged some two or three hundred
yards before he was shot, as there was but
little blood along the trail and was found as
above described near a large tree and among
some low bushes.”
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Special Museum Art Exhibit, "Methodism on the American Frontier”
Sept. 2, 2014, through Jan, 5, 2015
Retiree Rev. John S. Polk’s art works invite the
viewer to step back in time into his vision of the
Methodist past. Most of his works have old Methodist church structures that he has constructed
either from his imagination or through the use of
visual aids, such as photography.
Polk includes charming additions, such as the boy
in the tree top and two young boys on horseback,
which place his oeuvre well within the traditions
of Folk Art that link him, generically, with some of
the greats of that Folk genre—Grandma Moses,
Horace Pippin, and Clementine Hunter.
Polk currently is part-time minister of visitation
at First United Methodist Church in Hot Springs.
Top Picture: Rev. Polk discussing his art work.
Middle: “Meeting House on the Mountain”(2013)
and “Perfect Meeting Place”(2013).
Bottom: left to right—Mary Van Dusen granddaughter, Rev. John S. Polk, Susan Van Dusen
daughter, Sue Polk wife, Betsey Van Dusen
granddaughter, and Tim Van Dusen son-in-law.

A violin with bow and case that belonged to Rev. John M. McCormack
(1908-2003) is a recent family donation to the United Methodist Museum
of the Arkansas Conference.
This violin was a gift to McCormack in the 1960s from friends who had acquired it from the estate of Hiven Williams, Sr., of Traskwood, Arkansas.
Williams had purchased it in 1931 in Los Angeles, California.
A certificate of authenticity states that Ernst Heinrich Roth (1877-1948)
made this violin on December 14, 1928, at Markneukirchen, Germany.
Corilon Violins, a company in Munich, claims, “For over 100 years, the
name Ernst Heinrich Roth has ranked among the best internationally
known names in German violin making.”
Top Picture: Paul S. McCormack and Dr. Dean McCormack, sons of Rev.
McCormack, stand beside the violin exhibit.
(Photo by Betty Bassett)
Middle: Photograph of Rev. John McCormack with this violin, which had
replaced a well-worn one he had received at age 10 from Sears and Roebuck for $5.00.
Bottom: Linda Baker, museum curator, shows the violin.
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Arkansas Conference Ministries
United Methodist Historical Society of Arkansas
800 Daisy Bates Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72202-3770
Virginia White, Editor

MEETING
OCTOBER
2014 of the Board of the HistoriOur 2014
Fall 30,
Meeting
cal Society will be held on October 30, at 10:00A.M.
— First United Methodist Church, 723 Center Street,
Little Rock, Arkansas, in the Koinonia Room. I look
forward to being with you as we begin another year
together.
Ron Clark, President

United Methodist Museum
of the Arkansas Conference
Guided tours are available for all ages

TWO CENTURIES OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS,
Nancy Britton (2000) $18, includes CD of several previous Arkansas Methodist history books, shipping and
handling. To place an order contact

To book a guided tour phone the Arkansas Conference at 501-324-8018, or toll free 1-877-646-1816.
The museum is centrally located in Little Rock’s
First United Methodist Church on 723 Center Street.
Linda Baker, Curator

the Winfred D. Polk Arkansas Conference Archives:

arkmethodist@hendrix.edu

FOUND IN THE PERSONAL PAPERS OF WILLIAM WOODS:
Sir:

[See page 1.]
Ivy Creek, October 28th, 1807

On the receipt of this, you will deliver to William Woods or his order, one complete copy of my work, entitled:
“Lewis and Clark——” together with one copy of our large map of a part of North America, being of the best paper
and type, as the same or any part thereof shall be published and ready for Delivery; hereby acknowledging that I
have received Thirty one Dollars compensation for the same.
—
To all person employed in the vending of said works.———
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