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FAQ’s Spaying and Neutering

What are the benefits of getting my animal fixed?
· Decrease in unwanted behaviors

· Less roaming/running away 

· Risk for traumatic accidents (i.e. getting hit by a car) and infections (i.e. attacked by dirty raccoon or picked up Giardia from standing water) decreases.
· Decrease in protective/territorial aggression

· Less marking/spraying and a decrease in mounting behavior (male pets)
· No more menstration (females) 
· Decreased risk of various diseases

· Males:

· Testicular Cancer
· Perianal Tumors/Hernias
· Prostatic Infection
· Benign Prostatic Enlargement 
· Can lead to hindlimb paralysis +/- incontinence
· 
Females:

· Mammary Cancer

· Uterine Cancer

· Ovarian Cancer

· Pyometra

· Requires ER surgery 

· Uterine Torsion
· No chance of unwanted/unexpected pregnancies
· While puppies and kittens are adorable, they are your responsibility if your pet impregnates another animal or becomes pregnant. 

· It often takes 3-6 months before a home can be found for the offspring of a pet. During that time, they require food, dewormer, litter, vaccines, etc. which can become costly and messy very fast!
· Population control

· Impact on the ecosystem: Stray offspring of pets are predators of birds, small mammals, reptiles, etc.
· Impact on public health: Strays are vulnerable to contagious diseases and conditions and can spread them to your pets both directly and indirectly. (i.e. Rabies, FIV, FeLV, Parvo, Distemper, Ringworm, external and internal parasites. Some of these are ZOONOTIC (meaning they can infect/cause illness in people).
· Impact on population health: As the number of strays increase, their general health and average life expectancy decreases.
· Surgical Correction of other issues

· While under anesthesia for castration, we can perform additional procedures like microchip implantation, dental cleanings, tooth extractions, hernia repairs, dewclaw removal, airway correction procedures, etc. if indicated.
· Legal Cooperation

· Many counties and parishes require that pets get neutered once they reach the appropriate age (or before adoption is allowed).
What are the risks associated with getting my animal fixed?
· Veterinary medicine is constantly growing. In the past several years, some studies have investigated the negative long term effects of castration on dogs.
· Some studies have indicated that there may be an increased risk for bone cancer, bladder cancer, skin cancer and splenic cancer in castrated dogs when compared to intact dogs. The data for these claims is still in the process of being peer reviewed and verified.
· Certain studies show increased risk of Hip Dysplasia and Cranial Cruciate Ligament tears (ACL tears) in large breed dogs neutered before 1 year of age. 
· Females spayed before 4 months old have an increased risk of urinary incontinence. 
· Decreased metabolism
· This can lead to obesity if animal is overfed or not exercised enough. Obesity paired with a slow metabolism can also predispose dogs to Diabetes Mellitus.
· Increased frequency of noise phobias.
· Anesthetic risk
· All anesthetic procedures require drugs that depress heart rate, respiratory rate and the central nervous system. There is always a chance that an animal will respond negatively to said drugs, however the risk is limited in young healthy animals.
· Post-operative complications
· Although post-operative complications are rare, they are possible. These include infection of surgical site, opening of stitches, bruising, hemorrhage and fluid pooling. In extremely rare instances, unwanted behavior change can occur post operatively as well.
At the current time, most veterinarians recommend:

· Fixing all cats and female dogs before they are 5 months old.
· Small-medium breed male dogs should be fixed near 6 months of age.

· Large breed male dogs (Rottweilers, German Shepherds, Golden Retrievers, etc.) should not be neutered until they are over 1 year of age.

If you are opposed to removing the reproductive organs in your male animals, a vasectomy may be a useful option. This procedure involves tying off the vessels that transport reproductive material and is less invasive but more expensive than the standard neuter. 

The veterinary community continues to grow and question old standards every day. Despite new information, the average life expectancy of pets that are fixed is longer than those that remain intact and at this time the benefits of spaying and neutering continue to outweigh the risks.

Please consider getting your pet spayed or neutered.
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