Woman’s Club of Cypress
Federated 1966
Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs,

President’s Message

November 2019

It is amazing how quickly the time is passing. Soon we will be
celebrating the holiday season and putting on the first of our two major
fundraisers for the year - the Holiday Wonderland on Edgemont Circle.
Mariellen Yarc has agreed to serve as Chairman of this event with the
Elves who reside on the block working beside her. It will take many hands
to make this fundraiser as successful as possible. Various committees will
begin being set up over the next month. If you are asked to assist with a
task, please be ready with a smile and say “yes”. Even better, let Mariellen or myself
know you want to help out before you are asked. Please be sure and reserve Friday,
December 13th, to attend. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 100% of our club members were
able to attend? You joined a service club to serve and this event is one you will truly
enjoy being part of. We welcome suggestions or any ideas you may have as we build this
into a Holiday Spectacular.
Linda Gavlick graciously offered to organize and schedule our game nights once a
month. It’s an opportunity for gathering funds for our special projects or charities and
isn’t a whole lot of work. It is great fun, however, and a wonderful way to get better
acquainted with all of your WCC sisters. So please contact Linda if you would like to host
a fundraiser on game night.
I know many of you have been in our club for a number of years and done more than
your share of the work on various projects. Those of us who have been in for less time,
need your support as we begin to share some of the volunteer hours you previously
carried alone. What can you do? Just attending our events with a smile and enthusiasm
is supporting our club. When we feel enough love for our club that we want to make time
on our calendar to support events, we all benefit. Use kind words at all times during our
meetings and when representing our club. You are the face of the Woman’s Club of
Cypress and should always be wearing a smile.

In a world where we can be anything, be kind!
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November 2019
WED

Nov 6

General Meeting, 10:00 am, Cypress Community Center

FRI

Nov 8

OD Council Meeting, 9:45 am - 2:30 pm, El Adobe Restaurant, San Juan Capistrano

MON

Nov 11

Veteran’s Day

TUE

Nov 12

Tour of Sistine Chapel Art, Christ Cathedral, Garden Grove,

WED

Nov 20

Chairman’s Meeting, 9:00 am, Cypress Community Center

WED

Nov 20

Board Meeting, 10:00 am, Cypress Community Center

THU

Nov 21

Game Night, Via Largo Clubhouse, type of game TBA

THU

Nov 28

Thanksgiving Day . . . so much football . . . too much food . . . enjoy!

Save the date
WED

Dec 4

Holiday Luncheon, The Grand, Long Beach, $33 per person

FRI

Dec 13

Edgemont Holiday Block Party to benefit our President’s Project and CHOC

WED

Dec 18

Chairman’s Meeting 9:00 am, Board Meeting 10:00 am, Cypress Community Center

Watch for dates of our See’s Candy Fundraiser!

Towels, pet supplies,
blankets for Seal
Beach Animal Shelter

Paper goods for
Homebound
Seniors

Old Eyeglasses
for Lion’s Club

Color Comics for
our Troops

Hotel-sized hospitality
shampoos, soaps, etc.,
for H.O.P.E to help
the homeless.

Bring friends to
find out about
joining our club.

Cash or checks
for events &
drawings

Grocery coupons
for military
families

Gratitude and kudos to Delight Sittman for printing, postage, & mailing of the
Friendly Informer each month! The deadline for the next Friendly Informer
submissions to Carole Shaw: CaroleShaw12@gmail.com and
Muff Elstran: elstranm@gmail.com is :

Wednesday November 20 at 5:00 pm

Sunshine & Remembrance
Marlene Callanan 714-828-7205 wmvc63@gmail.com

1

Marilyn Turigliato

27

Ruth Schnipper

5

Lynn Fox

30

Barbara O’Neill

13

Loree Erpelding

14

Gayle Garrity

20

Jennifer Jones

24

Chloe Gorzeman

1st VP/Co-Deans
Patty Boggs 714-943-5791 patriciaboggs65@yahoo.com
Mariellen Yarc 714-827-2054 attyly@aol.com

The holidays are upon us! (How did that happen so quickly?) So we need to all
come together and work on our big fundraiser, which is also a going to be a
“FUN”raiser for all involved. Our “Winter Wonderland” block party is going to be on
“FRIDAY the 13th (December 13th) which is set forth in our attached flyer. We are raising
money for CHOC and our President’s Project which helps Cypress seniors in need.
We are so excited to report that a very generous Cypress citizen is donating his huge grill,
hamburgers, hot dogs and all the fixins’ – plus his family’s hard work - to provide all of the food for this
event! Wow! And we will do the rest.
We will bring a sign-up sheet to our November general meeting, which will set forth all the help we
need. This will include baking for our Cake Walk, making baskets for our Raffle, and donating Silent
Auction items (sports tickets, etc) wine and other adult beverages, etc. We need paper goods, ticket
sellers, hot chocolate, hot apple cider, waters, one nice gentleman to act as Santa (we have the
costume), a crew for set up and a crew for clean-up.
The last time we had a Block party, over 300 people wandered in during the evening – so it will be fun
(and a lot of work!). If you are not attending our November meeting, please email or call us to let us
know how you can help. Thanks ladies!

Hospitality
Linda Gavliclk, 714-761-4780, Linda.gavlick@gmail.com

We will be taking reservations for the Christmas luncheon at the November meeting. This is always a
special get-together – and a good way to kick off the holiday season. We will be at the Grand in Long
Beach on Wednesday, December 3, at a cost of $33.00 per person.

Stroke of Serendipity –
Our stop in the Redwoods…
Donna Holder

714-891-7421

dholder48@ca.rr.com

While traveling through the Redwoods on our vacation this summer, my husband Bill and I decided we
should stop for lunch and to get our little Lhasa, Ginger, out of the car. I couldn’t believe it when we
spotted a luscious forest of canopied Redwoods with a sign indicating it’s the California Federation
Group of Womens Clubs Groves! (See full photo on Photo page!)
We turned in and drove through the densely verdant grove to a picnic spot ideal for visitors. We
picnicked and let Ginger out to sniff around a bit and chatted with other visitors. After visiting
their “facilities”, we drove on, not believing our luck in finding this particular grove. Were we moved
to this particular grove by a deity like unseen hand or simply a need to visit the bathroom? You
choose!

Programs
Veena Narain 714-236-0173 v_narain@yahoo.com

At our November 6th General Meeting, we will get some important safety and selfdefense tips from Jesse Anderson. Jesse is a mixed martial arts fitness coach with
over 25 years of fitness and martial arts experience. In addition to working as a personal trainer, he
teaches classes in Cypress in boxing and self-defense. Bring your friends and come learn how we can
keep safe by sharpening our “Awareness”.
If there are any speakers, topics, or activities of particular interest to you for our future
meetings, please let me know. I’d like to hear from you!

2nd VPs/Membership
Louise Bierei
Joan Larsen

714-816-0895
714-865-9705

mablamb@sbcglobal.net
jglarsen@hotmail.com

As membership chairmen, we would like to thank all of you who invited friends to our fabulous
inspiration breakfast. The breakfast was wonderful and it was a great way
to introduce people to our Club. Several visitors expressed interest in our
club so we urge you to continue to invite family, friends and acquaintances
to our future meetings. We have a dynamic group of women who contribute
so much to our club's success and we welcome new women to join us.
The Woman's Club of Cypress had a booth at the 7th Annual Woman's
Conference on October 9th and we had many women stop by to request
more information about the club. We followed up with emails and invited them to our future

Please note early deadline date for Newsletter
articles for next month - due to the holidays:

Wednesday November 20
at 5:00 pm

Motions
from the October 2 General Meeting
· That the members of the Woman’s Club of Cypress, on a voluntary basis, attend a performance at the
Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts on October 20, 2019, 2:00 p.m., to see a musical. Cost not to be
more than $35.00 per ticket.
· That the Woman’s Club of Cypress advances $200 from the philanthropy fund for the purchase of items to
fill the “kindness bags.” The philanthropy fund will be reimbursed from money received from fundraisers.

Recommendations
from the October 16 Board Meeting
1. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress donates up to $450 in Dr. Seuss books to King Elementary
School in Cypress. Money to come from the Education fund.
2. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress holds an event in August 2020 to mark the 100th anniversary
of women’s right to vote. Details to be presented for approval to the board and membership at a future
date.
3. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress members, on a voluntary basis, attend a tour of the Sistine
Chapel Art Reproduction at the Christ Cathedral in Garden Grove on Tuesday, November 12, at a cost not to
exceed $15 per person.
4. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress sends the front of greeting cards to St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital. Postage not to exceed $20.00. Money to come from the Philanthropy fund.
5. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress holds See’s fundraisers in winter and spring. Profits to be
shared 50% to the Philanthropy fund and 50% to the Kindness Bag Project.
6. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress ratifies the $1,500.00 donation to Orangewood Foundation/
The Lighthouse; money raised by the program chairman from bunco plus other donations received.
7. I move that the Woman’s Club of Cypress purchases Directors & Officers (D&O) Liability Insurance at
a total cost of $287.50 through Myers-Stevens & Toohey Specialty Risk Group, 26101 Marguerite
Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692.

Arts
Carol O’Connor, 714-726-6050, carol.oconnor25@gmail.com

On Tuesday, November 12th, we are going as a group to see “Michelangelo's Sistine
Chapel: The Exhibition” -- no, not in Italy, but at the nearby Christ Cathedral
Cultural Center in Garden Grove. This exhibition of near-life-size, high tech reproductions of 34
frescoes from the Sistine Chapel, including The Last Judgment, let you examine Michelangelo's works
more closely than ever before. We will be meeting at the Cypress Community Center at 12:30 pm to
carpool as a group to this art event. The cost will be approximately $13 - $15 per person. Please call,
text, email me or sign-up at the November 6th general meeting. Bring your checkbook to the meeting;
I will be able to tell you the exact cost then.

Veteran’s Holiday Buddy Box
Joan Larsen

714-865-9705

jglarsen@hotmail.com

Thank you so much to all of you who picked up a Veteran's Holiday Buddy Box! Please return
your filled box at the November 6 meeting, as this is the final due date for your box.
The Buddy Boxes will be distributed to patients at the Long Beach Veterans Hospital on
Saturday, December. 7, 2019 about 9:00 am, with arrival about 8:30 am. If you are interested in
helping to distribute these boxes to the veterans, please sign up at the November meeting. Details
to participate in the distribution of boxes will be provided to those prior to December 7. Carpools
can be arranged. Your voluntary participation in this project is greatly appreciated and is a
wonderful way to give back to veterans who have given so much for our country!
For any questions, please contact Joan Larsen at 714-865-9705 or jglarsen45@hotmail.com.

Welcome to Our Newest Member
Dr. Darlene Fishman
Darlene grew up in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia in a large, extended family. She received
her BS in Nursing from Virginia Commonwealth University and worked for eight years as a staff RN in
Medical Surgical Nursing in Virginia, Colorado, LAC/USC Medical Center and Centinela
Hospital. She received her MS in Nursing from CSUCLA and worked full time in Nursing
Education for 40 years at Cypress College. She also has a Doctorate in Education from
CSUF as a Certified Nurse Educator through National League for Nursing.
She met her husband in Colorado while both were attending Graduate School and
working full-time. They moved to California as newlyweds in 1974. Darlene retired from
nursing in July 2018. This November she and her husband will be celebrating 45 years together! They
have three children and two grandchildren and have lived in Cypress for 44 years.
Darlene is working to create a new routine – enjoying family time and becoming involved in her
community. Please join us in a warm welcome to our newest member – Darlene Fishman.

Legislation & Public Policy
Colleen Janssen 805-813-0844 colleenj02@gmail.com

Last month, we reviewed some legislation that affects seniors. One item,
AB133, proposed by our local Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva, is a bill that
helps local seniors, the blind, and the disabled in communities throughout
California. This bill was recently signed by Governor Newsom. In essence, it allows
seniors, the blind, and disabled to postpone the payment of property taxes (at 5%
interest) on their home until the property is sold, or the owner dies and the property changes hands. A
special application is required, and the applicant must earn less than $45,000 per year. Call 1-800-9525661 to request an application. For more details, check with Colleen.
Our next meeting is Thursday, November 14, 9:00 am, Howard’s Restaurant, 4780 Lincoln Avenue
(near Denni). All club members are welcome to attend. No RSVP required. No-host breakfast.

(See Donna Holder article - Stroke of Serendipity - on page 4.)
Our President, Carol Shaw, introduced Cypress
Mayor Stacy Berry, also our member, at the
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast.

President
Carol Shaw,
Membership VPs
Louise Bierei and
Joan Larsen
welcome new
member
Dr. Darlene
Fishman
at our
Inspiration
Breakfast.

Woman’s Club members in attendance at the
Cypress Women’s Conference gathered around
our display table for a picture.

President Carole Shaw and Inspiration Breakfast chair,
Sherre Yurenko with Pastor Mike McKay who did, indeed,
inspire us.
Some of our members presented a check for $1500 to The Lighthouse.

See photos from our
October Inspiration
Breakfast, themed
Breakfast at Tiffany’s,
on the following page.

On October 22, four members of our club went
on a tour of the CHOC Family Resource Center.
They delivered books and toys contributed by
club members. Kathi McGraw will be providing a
report soon.

Ginger Osman and Louise Bierei

Colleen Janssen

Breakfast Chair Sherre Yurenko

Roberta O’Toole and Ruth Schnipper

A spontaneous
photo gathering
of some of our
Tiffany-attired
members enjoying
a good time at
the breakfast.

