David's experience takes us back the earliest so far in David's life, 


but it is only to the days and hours before



 he begins life as a fugitive.  

At least that is where it starts, 


but laments tend to repeat themselves, 



as life keeps attacking us in similar ways.  


We are attacked in this way, 



because evil thinks that it will find the hole in our armor, 




if it just gets to the right combination of attack.  

This thought has taken more than one person down.  


But usually it is not because of the right combination of trouble, 


but the wrong combination of where we place our trust.  



Where we put our faith.

Now the story referenced is 


“When Saul had sent me to watch David's house 



in order to kill him.”  

That story occurs in 1 Samuel 19.  


In this chapter we hear Saul's attempts on David's life escalating.  

Saul calls on two people very close to him 


to help him carry out the task.  



His daughter Michal 



and his son Jonathan.  


Who could be closer than your own flesh and blood 


than your children?

Unfortunately for Saul, 


in this case, 



the list is long.  

While Michal is close to her father, 


she is living out the calling that happens 



when a woman leaves her father and mother 




and becomes one flesh with her husband.  


Her highest loyalty moves from her parents 



to her husband.  

And Saul, 


in a bit of political maneuvering, 



had given her to David as a wife, 


in an earlier attempt to kill David.  

He had told David to kill a 100 Philistines 


and bring back their foreskins 


and he could marry his daughter.  

David went into battle with the Philistines that were giving Saul a problem 


and brought back 200.  

He wasn't supposed to come back alive.

Now Michal's loyalty was with David first and foremost, 


and Saul second.  

So when number 2 tells you 


they are going to kill your number one husband, 



you let your husband know 



and lower him in a basket out of the window 




and out into the night, 



without second thoughts.  

Saul is shocked that his daughter did this, 


but is underestimating the power of love and devotion 



that the couple has found for each other.

Jonathan's situation is not as clear cut.  


He is the heir to the throne, 



which if Saul is correct that David is vying for his throne, 




would cut off Jonathan's future.  


Yet, Jonathan is not threatened by David.  



Why?  

It is because of the friendship that they have.  


His ears are not tainted by other's speculations about David's intent.  

He has taken the time, 


made the covenants with David to friendship,  


to know David's heart. 

 David's heart is true to King Saul.  


So he finds himself constantly trying to find the words 



to get his father to see clearly 



and welcome the gift that David is to his kingdom.  

Jonathan has clear enough vision, 


to see that if Israel is going to survive, 



it needs David as a key part of it.

So David has all of this going for him, 


but he also has evildoers 


and bloodthirsty men lying in wait for him.  


Mercenaries waiting under the cover of darkness 



to pick him off  



when he steps out of the front door, 


just because he is serving the king too well.  

As David can clearly say, 


they do this “For no offense or sin of mine.”

Then we hear in Psalm 59 


what we have heard in each of David's moments of reckoning, 



where he goes for help.  

Yes, 


he has Jonathan and Michal on his side.  


The prince and princess are on his side, 



but he does not call out to them for help, 


he calls to the Lord.  



Because one more powerful than the prince and princess is after him.  

In verse 5, 


David calls upon the Lord in a very specific way.  



“O Lord God Almighty.”  


This title is the title for a warrior God to come and be with you. 

In scripture, 


every time Yahweh is referred to in this way, 



it is to come into conflict 



and defeat the attacker.  

The curious thing in this Psalm 


is that suddenly in verse 5, 



it is not just Saul mercenaries outside David's door, 



it is the nations.  

David is calling upon God 


to punish all the nations, 


not just those who work for blood money 



or a paranoid king.

We can hear this Psalm being prayed in different situations, 


because as I said, 



the attacks never go away.  

Yes, that first night when Saul sent men to watch David's house 


this reality clearly manifested itself.  

But since then, 


as David ascended the throne of Israel, 



he was aware that not everyone approved of his job performance 



or even him being king.  


He knew that someone was always gunning for him.  



It is a reality of leadership.  


At some point, 



someone else will take their turn at the top.  

Now Saul let this reality consume him 


and made him susceptible to injurous spirits overcoming him.  

But David chose a different path.  


He chose to let his trust 


and kingship rest in God.

This always sounds easy and ideal


until we find ourselves in a similar situation.  

A majority of the damage 


comes from what David comes back to twice, 



the “snarling dogs.”  

We have to imagine the junk yard dog 

or the vicious doberman 


to even get a bad picture in our mind of a dog most likely.  

In Israel, 


dogs did not have the same domestication and love that we have here.   

They were nuisances, 


not family pets, 



but rather pests.  

They roamed the streets 


picking off scraps 


and occassionally attacking people.  

Imagine the brown bears in the fall 


roaming the alleys at night.  

Most of the time, 


we don't mess with the bear.  

It roams the blocks thinking, 


“Who can harm me?”  

Men's words 


are often more threatening than actual actions, 



until it goes to the next level.  

When authorities use their words 


to make you aware of what they could do if you step out of line.  

There is legal precedent and laws 


that keep the  majority of their threats at bay, 


but you know they are watching 



and waiting for you to slip.

This is the damage that just grinds you down over time.


The never ceasing trauma wears on your soul.

Before David gets sucked down their hole 

and before we get sucked into a similar circumstance, 


we need to hear David's response.  

He remembers that the Lord laughs at them 


and their words.  

The Lord hears them.  

David then remembers who God is.  


His strength and his fortress.  

Instead of wings this week, 


David is back in a structure 



that can sustain attack and survive.  


David is so confident in God 



that we find this interesting request.  




“But do not kill them,





 O Lord our shield, 






or my people will forget. 




In your might 





make them wander about, 






and bring them down.”  

In this request, we here the hurt part of David lashing out.  



Death would be to limited of a punishment.  


Draw it out and make their life miserable for years.  


A quick death is too limited in the pain they deserve.  



Allow it to fester for years!
David's thinking 


is that this is of course just punishment for their sins.  



Let what they have started come to fruition.  

I have watched 

and tried to walk with people 


who are experiencing this kind of punishment.  

Those that have a felony and live here 


find opportunities continually arising 



when they are reminded of their mistakes 




when someone invites them to Whitehorse.  

I have had to counsel others 


who are now wishing that they had a closer connection with their children, 



but they gave up any rights in the divorce.  


The brokenness of their situation 



often does not change before age 18 at the earliest.  

In this drawn out pain, 


people hopefully call upon the God of Jacob.

In the second refrain, 


when the snarling dogs return, 



they find the productivity of their actions wanting.  


They howl, 



due to lack of satisfaction.  



From not being filled.  

But David counters their howling 


with singing, 


praising 


and shouting.  

I was tempted to have the song 


“I am going to sing, sing sing” as part of our worship today.  

In the Hebrew, 


the Psalm has three different words 



that are all translated in to the English with just sing.  




But singing, 




shouting, 




and praising the Lord would fit better.  

David is looking for any way possible of praising God 


for the deliverance he experiences time and again.  



From those outside his house, 



from the Nations that threatened his kingdom.  
He uses these three methods to reiterate that God is strong enough, 


loving enough, 


safe enough, 


secure enough, 



to endure times of trouble.  

God's strength and love are reiterated yet again, 


because that is all that stands between David 



and those who are waiting for him in the darkness from being full.

It is a balance that we don't like necessarily, 


because it means that we are not in charge.  

But it is a balance that, 


if we remember who is in charge 


and follow the Almighty God, 



we always come out on the winning side.

When evil lurks outside our door


may we put our trust in God above all else.
