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WLL uFTOEFR M ETING

After & pleg= 2

a1t wallk in Mrs. Slater's garden, members of
i

S

he E1 Pasco Bivd 2 '“':thb et atoiay: :o1¢;'00tobt;' 1944.
lew check-liste for 1. Paso and the surrounding terrltory were
dlsﬁiibUted The Tox Miller hlrkuey Menmorial, which the club

is ‘spondoring, was dLLLUQJQJoH-uerﬁeant George McClelland Bradt.
volunteered to collect “ﬂuClmUDu_lOP the memerial,

TR FLBBUAHV_MLNTIHG

There will be a meeting of the elub at the home- of Mﬂs. H.
D. Slater, 516 Prospect Avenuely honaay, Pebruary 26, 1945 7. at
7:30 P.M. Dr. Anton Berkmamnn, ‘Head of the B iolomy Departmcnt
of the ©ollege of Mines, will.address the club n;mbors dnd”their
guests. Annual dues will be ‘collected,

THE MESTLLA VALLEY NAT ICHAI WILDLLbb REBUGE

Club members who have recontly vigited the refuve rcport
that the area has been postod and that preparations for feéenc-

ing are well under way, Thi s pr]ect is now under the supervis-~

sion. of Hir,. Charles Keefer, lanager of the San Andreas Wildlife

Refuge . 'He has manifested considerablﬂ interest already in our

“ lrcal wéfuge. e hope to have him speak to the club in the
- rdear futures

NEWS OF TOLEKS

KMr. Arthur Halloran, former Ianager of the San Andreas Wild

.;LLfe Refuge, has been transferred to Arizona., JVic appreclate his
‘friendly 1ntcrest and cooperation. Ve wish for him and Mrs. Hal-
- loran every success in tholr new assignuent,

Club members are dfli "hted. to lcarn that Dr. Brown Randol

_is back in Il Pauo, aftcr sorving in the armed forccs.

Major 1. H. Epstein is somewhere in Southern France,:  We

;are looklng forward to somc of his obscrvations of bird life

overscds,
Licutcnant and Mrs, A. E. Eynon arc in Anniston, Alabama,

Renortsiof their birding activitics arc most: iAteresting.

' Sorgecant George thlolland Bradt has been’transferrcd to

' Paris, Texas. Watch the coming 1ssues of "The Descht Wa"azino
for sever al illustratcd articlcs by him,

THE TOW WILLER KIRKOEY MEMORIAL:

Collcge of ilincs students, dirccted by Mr. Strain, Curator
of the Collegc of Hincs kuseum, have designcd two habitat casca,
Descrt-maountain and dirrigated vallcey tvpcs of terrain will be
roprcscnted.  Plans arc being completed-for the EL Paso Bird .
Study Club to. sccure -spccimens for thesc.eascs, which will form
a part of thc mcmorial. Donutlond to the memorilal fund arc here-—
by acknowlcdged, ilr. and Mrs. Thomas C.. Miller have sent chocks,
iirs., Tom M. Kirkscy =scnt choclks, and alse donatcd the valuablce
Hicholson .colléctlion of meunted spceimens, which Tom once placed
In the kMinds Muscunm as'a loan., Hrs.. mlllcr, who has a decp and
abiding intcorest In the pPOJ“ct hag'voluntccred to assist fur-
ther, when the noed ariscs, @@ thic momorial progresscs.
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- TN v e CHsISTMAS. SERD COUNT
i *: . 7 : e
The El Paso Bird Study Club £obk 1ts annual Christmas bird
count, Deaembemi3ly 1944. A gWet, sunny day added to the oce.
casion., Partggiggqts in the c@nsus were'Miss Mary Belle Ke eT
and Mrs. J.'OWwen Allen, - 'S e ?j;
Mollsrds were plentiful. A Townsend's solitaire, sesfi/in
McKelligon's Canyon, was the first to be reported this year.
Woodhouse'!s jays were more numerous than usual. ‘y“

The following species were observed: Treganza's heyon,15;
‘blaek-orowned night heron,l; sharpesiinned havk,2: common mallard,
159%'N§w:México duck,10; gadwall,65; baldpate,8; cpeen-winged teal, .
!11, shoveller,53; Americen merganser,Y; turkey vulture,l;. red-tailad
{HaWk, 14, marsh hawk, 5; aparrow hawk,2; scaled quail,6; Gembel's
“quia¥l ,10; American coot,i:%s killdeer,l; ring-billed eull,3; mourning
dove,8; red-shalted flicier,%; Woodhouse's jay,7; white-necked .

raven,23; crow,3; Cc2Cculs wren,l; rock wren,3; Townsend's solitaire,
~13 ruby-ervowned kinglet,5; white-rumped shrike,l2; western meadow=
lark,2; red-wing,50; Ercuer's blackbird,37; Arizona pyrrhuloxia,3;
English sparrow,300: house finch,150; desert sparrow,S; Shufedlt's
spatrow,200; song sparrow,d;
. A report was sent to the "Audubon Magazine."

-Complided by Mrs. J. Owen Allen
T405 BLiws aT CirnisSThiad ‘

The village of Taos, seventy-five miles north of Santa Fe,
New Mexico, nestles on a high mesa (7,050 feet) at the base of
the lofty Sangre de Christos, which here reach an altitude of
13,300 fect, These mountalns were belted broadly with Christmas trees
trees in white--trees which: in summer we had recognized as juniper,
plne, fir, and spruce. The floor of the Taos mesa gleamed white
also,except for gray patches of shrubbery or of declduous timber,
Shrubbery included sage brush (artemecsia tridentata), wild rose
in profusg fruition, and wild red plum, interspersed with growth
of low pinon and Jjuniper, Timber along stream and highway in-
cluded lance=leaved cottonwood, black wlllow, and locugt,

My modest excursions were made mostly on foot and within a
three-mile radius of Taos. The favorite route was the Pueblo
rosd out of Taos to 1ts crossing of the Pueblo Creek (Rio del
Pueblo de Taos) and thence up or down the stream for a mile or
so. Another route was the Taos highway east throush Canon, past
the San Geronimo Ranch, and around or over Lookout Point (Devisa=
dora), and thence along the Taos Creek (Rio Fernando de Taos) to
the pieniec grounds in the Carson Natlonal Forest. If walking wa#
bad because of new-fallen snow or rain, I studied the tall treés# .
of Taos, now revealing last summer's nests of psoldfinch and oridley
and flaunting flocks of noisy, pinon jayvs or silent evening grésbeaks,
with an occasional Lewils's o hrod-shafted wood-pecker. Where frozen
apples hung, house fineh and English sparrows worked dilligently,
alded sometimes by mountain chickadeed, and evening grosbeakss
Juncos were ubiquitous, often in conslderable flocks=-pink-sided,
red-backed, gray-headed, and Shufsldt's.

Along the Pueblo stream, December 17, a flock of twenty Me~-
Gown's longspurs fed among the juncos. - Other birds noted on that
occasion were theses 1 Cooper'!s hawk, 6 mourning doves, 6 Wood-
house's jays, 8 pinon jays, 15 magpies (half a dozen huge nests
in the trees), 1 American raven, 1 crow, 2 meadowlarks, 8 evening *
grosbeaks, 1 spurred towhes, 1 female lazull bunting, 1 Gamble's
sparrow. A4 second trip added to this 1ist the belted kingfisher,

a ferruginous rough-leg, a few siskins and two goldfinches, not
of the ereen-backed specles. At n stack of oat straw, & flock
of perhaps 100 pinon jays were feedlng, devouring the grain left
in the straw. Juncos Were pulling at the straw too. A siskin
fed at a stalk of grama grass near by. :

At Geronimo Ranch, December 22, Townsend's solitaires were
numerous, Followlng a trail at the back of Lookout Point, I
found one flock of fifteen solitaires, with geveral smaller
flocks, among the junipers and vellow pines, Among them were
twenty or more evening grosbeaks. High overhead was a flight of
Clarke's nutcrackers. Along -the river sqmoﬁgqlitaires were sing=
ing snatechily, and song sparrow and mountn i fhickadees wers call=
ing. Long~crested jays were common here.-a__p@ gxclting of all wa
wag the spectacle of a palr of wostern b;uahigég% flittine in and
out of an adobe wall near the gncient Canon ahaupeh.

wLona MeBee\ ' T
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CaPTAIN. COFFou'S DAY ON Tnk RurFuGo

Captailn Coffecs, of Memphis, Tepnessee, visited the refuge
.January 28, by gourtesy;pf:MtssuKeufa;;and Mrs. H. D. Slater. He
managéd to roll up a,list'of~fiftyeﬁpprfﬁirds;‘aa follows: - Pied-
billed grpbe,l;;TPeganzg's héron,14; black-crowned night heron,7;
maligrd{55;.EadWall,le}bal@pata,El; pintall,4; green-winpged teal,
58; shoveller,2;- srican merganser,4%2; Cooper's hawk,1l; Western
rad-tailed hawlk,3; marsh hawk, 3; desert sparrow havwk, 25 Gambel's
quail,7s; Florida pallinule,l; Americeon coot,2; killdeesr,2; Wilson's
snipe,19; least sandpiper,7 (unclassified "peeps', 3Q); mourning
dove,11; rosd-runner,2: bara owl,6; wesbern heis ol onl,ls belted
kingfishcr,z; redbshafﬁu;-fiiﬁkeryg;~cactus weoc o wer,l; black
phoebe, 55 Say's phoebc .. ; »sodhouse's jay,8; vEite-o ueked raven,
323 mountain chickadse, > ' % ashern house wren,ij; Eaird's wren,l;
‘Wpstapn_mapsg,wrenel; pm il o s hermlt thrush.2: weatern golden-
cpqwnedikiqbkéﬁqg;;wugti grubghcrowned kineglet, 5; American pipit,
6;"white-rumuudfﬁm?ﬁka;& A ab@rn.mandowlark,SJ; red-wing,14; (500

_uncléssifica brackards) Sv.ewarls blackbird,25; Arizona pyrrhuloxia,

2;‘h0ﬁseu£in3h.li5;_y*ne_giskin,zz; pale zoldfinch,6; spurred towe

hee, 23 Savannali upd@fow,ﬁ;_&nufsldt's junco,20; pink-sided junco,

6;'gray—hpadcdlj?DQO%LQ}QGhmel'S.spnTrOW,415 (0f thesc, one Wwas

an albino, all white: Ah sy’ for  brownish wosh on the back); Rocky
gz: Lineoln's Sparrow,Ze %

-——ftaRﬁﬁfﬁzgi4¢f$pn§@x-pnmmﬂ.hnmau
Y hetn "*,.%‘ii Wit .,_.':-._'1’.. iy e .f.:,. g \ : S -r ARAT S TAUE Leadh o ' =
_ Abopt hal;—wayfbctﬁgganv%&de_ahd;Del=Riqy Texasy ot an alti=
tude of 00 taﬁkpggfﬁugﬁﬁﬁmiws Tupkey Oreck Ranch. As we .turn from

5-through a~bump=-gate and down. three ,miles

of e xcalleht@pni;;;gifﬁﬁdyﬁojtﬁé Georre Hose home. Here the wri-
ter was a eucsat ‘of Miss Grace Rose, another member 'of-the El1 Paso
Bird Study €lub, for the Christmas holidays. R s &g

In front of .the house 1lles tho ary cresk bed, bordered with
live oaks, persimmoﬁ;-héckbafry, ond elm trees. To the left were
the corrals, wWhero one could always fine ladder-backed nnd golden
fronted woodpedkars,yred-ahnfted flickers, mockingbirdg, housc
wrenﬁg'card;nals,'wogd peweos, and other flycatchers. Several
pairs of vermillion f£lyvcatchers ahoso the trees in and nearl the
corrals for their feeding porches, rising 1ike winged flemes into
the air for an insect and deoscending to the same high branch.

Behind the house Was 2 wind-break of lipustrum, its purplish-
blue berries a pleasant food for cedar waxwings, its branches 2o
refuge for black and Savy's phocbes, sOnf sparrows, warblers, Wrens,
and brown crecpers. " ' - o |

Numbers of Inca doves stayed near:the corrals and barns. In
the pasture back of the house were gsparrows of many kinds-=English,
lark, whitewcrowned, white throated, and shipping--as well as
house finches and slate~colorod juncoSe.

4s we rode outb from the rance buildings, we found everywhere th
thé beautiful green huajilloy an impqrtantwfeed shrub for the sheep
"and blooded sngoras thal wemdbred over the rolling pastures, From

“blossons of this bush and tha black brugh and cab claw comes the

famous Uvalde honeye. Here and therc grbw algerita’bushes, thelr
prickly 10qus-remindina.one*of‘hpi;y;--' _ -

Wild turkeys wero «s8son and hoard ‘occasionallyy Once a group
of javalinos (wild pigs) wore suprised in a swale. A scurrying
armadillo.afforded a dellghtful surppiss, to ons accustomed to

" soe them only as blankets in o ecurio ‘shop. _Most of all do I treas~

ure the memory of three deer}fbakingha;fance as casily as brown
loaves before the wind. . . b sosniliaged

On¢ particular low, brushy spot on the highWav'invarinbly
yicldéd several hawks—--Swainson's, Sonnett!s whitc talled, Cooper's
and:sparrow;hawkg;- One . evening at dusk a Texan scroech owl took
off from his perch’on 5;;énc&<ﬁost-and3£low straight into our
windshiclds o g R SRR Sl

A bird new to mec Was tho black yulture, A Eroup of eleht,
ngking'nbOut.onfthe gsround or porched on fence posts, took to the
hir aironky when'wé?warp,wiﬁhin.Gight or ton fect of them. & flock
flock of: them (blaechrbstodrtitmicu) sometimes flew back and
fortw from wash houso to garafo, then back to'®the trees outside the
the glﬁsscdéin*pﬁrch,J”_ i L

s woe wore leaving, a roadrummer crosscd in front of the

 ary ‘thon o hopped, to A fonoo. post end bovbed a polite fearowoll.

nMarﬂuqrite Wright
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4 tmeletr Wwas made
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Serlomssh IN MEMuslal Pank -
By Mary Belle Keefer

Lack of gesoline for ficld trips has made us more awarc of
the advantages to be derived from a closcr scrutiny of our city
‘parks., Uneble to go to the Upper or Lowery Vallew iast‘fall, nove-
ortheless, I was surprised and ploascd at,tho nurber of fall mi- .
grants to bs scen in Moemorial Park. R

Hithcrto, [ had considered this park as not very productive,
having mede only rather cursory visgits to it, oftun at a time
when there were too many casual strollers or plavira children
about; but living now--as I do--within a block ani a nalf of 1it,
I made it mv business last bopbember to make sgl-.2 % d.ily visits
to it, mostly at a ti:ic w3 school was in sogs. - -ni there were
fower disturbing clemosrior .

This 1ittle park i+ 1 5ract of forty-two as.,os in tho closcly

ssttled residence distrr  Hf Manhattan Helghts. 4s it lies fust
southweot of Croskett <1 2., the grounds of thu uchool, which

are planted in troors o0l gnivile, as woll =g sho woeded neighboring
lawns, may D= sa’c Lo o soade what to its .iclends

~- It should b ~criis “ooiena that the z1titvde of eastern El
Paso is abou’s ,,70u fasv. Soartineg with a lovel strip on Copper
Strust, the park srounis drop mere or lesa: stcuply to the level of
Grant, forming several vwavines, running north and south with tho
wooded slopcs betizir., Uhs tpaclks of the Southern Pacific Reilrord
bound the park cn the sonth and caste. = s

Thore are o matsr 1t dceiduous trees in the park, principally
ash and cottonwood; bLut for the most part,. the slopes are planted
with evergreens, largel ™ cypress, arbor vitae, juniper and pine .
(halepensis). Thers is a pood deal of the native tamarix snd falirly
extensive plantings cf cuonymous and cotoheastoer, especially in
the Hilltop Gardens, which occupy the northwest corner of the park.
_ These shrubs, with the grasses and woeds in what was the old lake
bed, and the stand of wild bamboo in the southwestern part of the
park, offsr diversified forms of food and shelter for many kinds of
birds. Occadionally there is a 1ittle water standing in the old
1ake bed; but generally the only water avallable to birds in the
park is from faucets which are allowed to run and from the lily
pool in Hilltop Gardens. Unfortunately, the walls of the pool are
too steep for use by the smaller birds; but I have s<en a hawk drinkin
drinking from the pool while perched on the wall, standing practi-
cally on his haad to reach the water. Flickers use¢ the pool too.

The earlisst arrivals in considerable numbers last f=z1l were
the pileolated warblsers, the hummingbirds and the woodpeckers. On
Sept. 14, Mrs. MeBee saw 25 hummers, of whiech two were Rufous and -
the rest were black-chinned and broad-tailed. They were abundant
durine the first haolf of the month. The wood PCWeESe, whild not so
sbundant as the hummers, were plentiful up to the middle, and a few
wero seen through the months #lso noted during the first half werse
the Western flycatcher and a few other empidonaxes--probahly
Wright's. On Sept. 7, an olive-sided Flycatcher was seeéls

The plleolated warbler came earlv and staved late. Up to the
middle of the month they were scen everywhere in the park; gradu-
ally thinning out, but seen up to the last dav. Other warblers,
in much smaller numbers, were MacGillivray's, orange~-crowned, and
(toward the end of the month) Audubon's. &

One of the biggest finds was a Natalie!s woodpecker, on Scpt.
20, a first rocord -for me. <+his bird was also seecn by tergeant il
Wwonderly a few dauys garlier. I saw a red-naped sapsucker twice
in the month. ,

anothor cxciting record was the Red-eyed Vireo, two of which
wore scen Sept. 11, by Mrs. sllen and Mrs. Eynon; one was seen
thers on Sept. 16. This was the first record for this replon.
Other vireos seen were the warbling, the plumbeous, and Cassin's,

Of great interest to me were three filocks of black=eared nukbe
hatches, seen at different times in the month, The flocks variad
in size from eight to f£1fteen, each flock gstaying for several daySs
A few of these pygmies were thers as late as Dec. 174

Kuby-crowned kinglets bugan to come about the middle_of the
month and are cormnon winter resldents. Other scattered rgcqrds
are a few mourning doves, 4 immature western tanacers; < Audubon's
hermit thrushos and a robin or two. :

Of the sparrow tribe, comparatively few were noted, aside from
the numerous fnglish sparrows and house finches that are permanent
residents of the park. The most notable record was a female lazull
bunting, carly in the month, my first record_of_this bird in the
Bl Paso region, though it has bcen sceon several times by other
members.of the club. Other sparrow scon wure'chipping,‘lark, and
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