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House Capital Investment Committee Tours North Shore
By Kitty Mayo

Janelle Jones, Lake County Chamber of Commerce President talking with Rep. Mary Murphy - D - Hermantown, at the
Wastewater Project presentation in Two Harbors, MN. (submitted photo)

Last week members of the
House Capital Investment
Committee came to the north
shore to view sites proposed for
infrastructure improvements in
the 2020 bonding bill, making a
stop in Two Harbors on
September 18th to learn about the
city's proposed wastewater
improvement project.
The committee, chaired by
Democrat Mary Murphy Hermantown, was met at the Two
Harbors Community Center by
city councilors and staff for a
half hour presentation. Mayor
Chris Swanson greeted the
committee with the statement

that Two Harbors is being
discovered, and not only needs to
respond to the wastewater needs
of residents, but the 500,000
visitors passing through each
year.
Water and wastewater
superintendent Luke Heikkila
outlined the needs for an $18 to
23 million upgrade to a system
that is outdated, with parts of the
facility built prior to 1972.
Stating that the plant is currently
at maximum capacity, Heikkila
expressed concerns about
mounting violations in the past
year due to outdated technologies
and mercury testing failures.

With the water intake for the
city's drinking water source not
far away from the wastewater
treatment facility discharge, it
was made clear that the stakes
are high in the need for updates
to the facility.
The current wastewater
treatment facility is designed to
treat 1.2 million gallons per day
on average, and also does have a
2.5 million gallon equalization
basin intended to contain
overflow (such as in high rain
events) with the ability of
feeding the contents back
through for full treatment after
the high-flow event subsides.

However, in the past two years
there have been events causing
by-pass, or partially treated
wastewater, to flow into Lake
Superior.
Other sites visited by the
committee included Split Rock
Lighthouse, the Silver Bay
Veterans Home, and Lake
Vermilion State Park.
The third day of the tour was
spent on the Iron Range, with
stops at the Chisholm Ice Arena,
Bovey's Canisteo Mine, and the
Itasca Community College in
Grand Rapids, among other sites
requesting infrastructure funding
in 2020.

Popular Septic Workshop Make an Encore Presentation
By Kitty Mayo
Last year's Homeowner Septic
System Workshops through Lake
County's Soil and Water
Conservation District were so
well attended, they have been
brought back for another round
throughout Lake county.
This year the free workshops
will be held on Tuesday, October
1st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in
Finland at the Clair Nelson
Community Center, Wednesday,
October 2nd from 6:00 to 8:00
pm in Beaver Bay at the Beaver
Bay Community Center, and on

Thursday, October 3rd from 6:00
to 8:00 pm in Two Harbors at the
Law Enforcement Center. Each
class will cover the same content,
so chose the day and location that
works best for you.
This year the LCSWCD was
awarded a Coastal Program star
grant to host the workshops,
given the local interest generated.
Presenters will be Sara Heger
from the University of
Minnesota, and Craig Gilbertson
from the Minnesota Department

of Health.
The classes will cover the
basics of how septic systems
function, how to test well water
and protect your well from
contamination. Maintenance of
septic systems and wells will be
discussed, along with information
regarding local ordinance.
In addition to getting access to
critical information about septic
systems through the free classes,
attendees will receive a bonus of

free well testing by the
Minnesota Department of Health,
covering testing for: nitrate,
coliform bacteria and arsenic.
Registration is voluntary, and
drop-ins are welcome. For more
information and to register go to:
https://
lakecountyswcd.wufoo.com/
forms/ko24n531x9tm3f/ .
Questions can be directed to
Emily Larson, LCSWCD
conservation outreach
coordinator on her cell phone at:
(651)249-5868.
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