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USDA Suspends Importation of Fresh Brazilian Beef – This week, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the 
suspension of all imports of fresh beef from Brazil due to food safety and animal health concerns. According to USDA, “Since 
March, USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) has been inspecting 100 percent of all meat products arriving in the 
United States from Brazil.  FSIS has refused entry to 11 percent of Brazilian fresh beef products.   That figure is substantially 
higher than the rejection rate of one percent of shipments from the rest of the world.  Since implementation of the increased 
inspection, FSIS has refused entry to 106 lots (approximately 1.9 million pounds) of Brazilian beef products due to public 
health concerns, sanitary conditions, and animal health issues. It is important to note that none of the rejected lots made it into 
the U.S. market.” California Dairy Campaign and California Farmers Union along with National Farmers Union applaud the 
USDA decision to halt imports of beef from Brazil that do not meet US health and safety standards.  
 
Beef Checkoff Bill Passes California Senate Agriculture Committee: This week AB 243, legislation that could increase the 
state beef checkoff to $2 per head passed unanimously in the California Senate Agriculture Committee.  California Dairy       
Campaign and California Farmers Union both opposed the measure along with a coalition of organizations including the      
Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF), the National Family Farm Coalition (NFFC) and many other organizations. 
The bill now moves to the California Senate Judiciary Committee for a vote on July 11.  
The CDC opposition letter stated, “California dairy farmers already pay more than their fair share into the beef checkoff system 
due to the number of times that dairy cows are routinely sold and we do not support a doubling of the amount paid for beef 
checkoffs.  AB 243 aims to lower the threshold for approval of an increase in the state beef checkoff to a simple majority while a 
65% vote in favor is required to establish most commissions in California.  In 2012, the California Department of Food and    
Agriculture (CDFA) conducted a statewide referendum to determine whether beef producers supported increasing the beef 
checkoff from $1 to $2 per head. That referendum failed making it clear that beef producers do not support a checkoff increase, 
and passage of AB 243 would circumvent the demonstrated will of beef producers statewide who oppose an increase in the 
beef checkoff.  
We further oppose AB 243 because it would establish an 11-member “California Beef Commission” all appointed by the        
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Secretary and granted broad authority. AB 243 would, “enable the    
commission to present facts to and negotiate with local, state, federal, and foreign agencies on matters that affect the California 
cattle industry and the production of beef and beef products as well as educate those effecting policy likely to impact California 
cattle producers or beef and beef products.” We are greatly concerned that there would be little ability for dairy farmers paying 
into the beef checkoff to have input about the messaging and apparent lobbying activities of the proposed “California Beef  
Commission.” We consider it critical that there is an open, transparent and participatory process for determining how checkoff 
fees are spent and the proposed “California Beef Commission” to fail in all these aspects. Federal law prohibits commodity 
checkoff programs from influencing any legislation or governmental policy and California state checkoff law should do the 
same.  

 
 

Upcoming CDC/CFU Meetings:  Join Us for our Upcoming Farm Bill Listening Sessions 
Monday, June 26, 2017 

Lunch at Duarte Dairy in Elk Grove: 12 noon 11711 Bruceville Road, Elk Grove  
Dinner in Turlock Office: 5:00 p.m. in Our Turlock Office located at 325 Mitchell Avenue  

Featured Speaker: Rob Larew, National Farmers Union (NFU) Senior Vice President for Government Relations who 
has more than 20 years of public service experience working on dairy policy, on both Capitol Hill and for the U.S.                
Department of Agriculture (USDA) including as the minority staff director on the House Agriculture Committee. 

Plan to participate to discuss the next farm bill and future federal dairy policy.  
Delicious food will be served and Friends and Family Are More than Welcome! 
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