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Listen Sisters! Our Link to Each Other! Share your News!
President’s Message
Greetings.
I want to begin by wishing
all my WRJ sisters a
happy, healthy and
successful New Year. If
what I’ve seen so far is
any indication it’s going to
be a stellar year!
Many of you have
requested speakers, or are
planning to be involved in
an Area Day in the near
future. Coming to visit
you all in your
congregational homes and
meeting and speaking with
your temple sisters is my
favorite part of being
President. It is so special
to be able to meet all the
women who form each
unique sisterhood and to hear about your ideas, successes
and frustrations in person. I am looking forward to seeing
many of you at the Fried Leadership Conference at the
end of the month, and I am very excited to be visiting
Temple Emanu-El in Tuscaloosa next month. I am hoping
that some of our sisters from Birmingham and Dothan
Alabama will be able to join us. Thank you to Amy
Karlen, our Webmistress who has made the job of
requesting a District Speaker a little easier by creating an
online form for us. You may now go to the website, fill
out the form online and it will be sent electronically to
Wendy Saltzberg, our Speakers Bureau chair. Please ask
us to come and visit, we all learn so much from each
other. Our openings for this season are filling quickly so I
would suggest that you speak with your boards and pick a
few dates and topics of interest while we can still make
arrangements for this spring.

Thank you also to Amy Rogers for getting our first
monthly newsletter out quickly and efficiently. I just want
to remind you that you now have the opportunity to tell us
all your news in a very timely manner, since we will be
publishing each month. So- if you have an event pending
that you would like your neighboring
sisterhoods to know about, or if you want to share the fun
you had at your last one, you don’t need to wait- send
your info to Amy at Amyjaguar@comcast.net as soon as
it’s available and you’ll be seeing it online in no time!
Please take the time to read the articles written by our
Board members. They have important and pertinent news
to share with you. I hope all of you have taken the advice
of Caren Simon, our Israel Chair, from last month’s
newsletter and voted in the 2015 World Zionist Congress
elections- it is imperative that our collective Reform
Jewish voice is heard! If not, there is still time – please
take two minutes to visit reformjews4israel.org and cast
your vote with ARZA.
Lastly, I hope that you have all been in contact with your
Area Directors. They also have timely information and are
anxious to help you with any concerns regarding your
position, your board, or WRJ. If you cannot connect with
your Area Director, please alert your State VP, Senior
Area Director, Ellen Petracco, 1st Vice President ,or
myself. Again, our talented webmistress has made it easy
by placing links to reach all of your Southeast District
Board members by email directly from our Southeast
website. The “contact” tab on the blue bar at the top of
page has a drop down menu for Southeast Officers that
will link you directly to each of us. We look forward to
hearing from you by phone, text , or email, and to visiting
with you- in Austin or in your own temple via Speakers
Request soon!
ShalomMadi Hoesten
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From Temple Ahavat Shalom
Palm Harbor, FL

From Schaarai Zedek
Tampa, FL

Hello WRJ Southeast Sisters,
I am Debby Rosen from Temple Ahavat Shalom in Palm
Harbor, FL and the new Evaluations Chair. As my first
assignment I was asked to do the survey of the Southeast
District Biennial Convention this past October. The
survey was sent to everyone that attended the
convention. We had 48 fabulous responses. I want to
thank everyone that took the time to complete the survey.
Over all, the responses were from very good to excellent
for every category. I wanted to show a few of the
inspiring words that were sent in on the survey.
“Great bonding with sisters from the whole district. Very
good speakers and workshops. Services were beautiful at
host Temple. Having Blair and Abby there was
awesome.”
“The information, comradery and spirit was inspiring! I
came away feeling very motivated and positive about
everything related to Sisterhood, WRJ, the YES fund,
etc.”
“Meeting Jewish women from all over the Southeast,
spending Shabbat together! Spending time with old
friends!”
“Presentations, especially those with strategies to
increase membership, enhance programming, and
opened my eyes even more to the amazing work of WRJ”
“Spending time with my sisters!!!!”
Thank you to everyone involved in planning this
wonderful weekend of sisterhood.
Debby Rosen

Hello WRJ Southeast Sisters,
I am very proud to be serving our Southeast District as
Vice President of Development. I will be working with
the chairs of the YES Fund, Judaica Shops, Social
Action, Youth and College, Board Alumnae and Special
Projects. I know that together we can make a difference
as we work to help all our sisterhoods in the district be
the very best.
One of the special projects I want to focus on is a new
Southeast District Scholarship Fund to aid those
sisterhoods that have never been able to send a delegate
to a biennial. As I look back on some of the most
memorable moments of my sisterhood life, going to a
biennial is definitely up there as something quite special.
Worshipping on Friday night and Saturday morning with
hundreds of my sisters, hearing great authors, national
and international leaders and participating in sessions
that gave me so much to bring back to help my
sisterhood continue to grow. This is the experience our
district wants you to have.
I thank my sisterhood, Schaarai Zedek, of Tampa,
Florida for getting us off to a great start, with a donation
of $360 to the fund. In the coming weeks, sisterhoods
will be contacted, and I do hope that large or small, your
sisterhood will say yes when asked to contribute to this
fund. I know if you have attended an assembly you want
all your sisters to have that opportunity. Let’s see how
many women we can impact by sending them to Orlando
in October. The late Nelson Mandela was quoted as
saying, “It always seems impossible, until it is done.”
Judith Mish

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods
Temple Beth El
Ormond Beach, FL
SOUP AND SCHMOOZE.......
To Schmooze: “to hang out with, to chat, make
small talk and discuss with friends.” Our WRJ
Sisterhood board did just that with lots of
homemade soups and breads. The more soup we
ate, the more ideas we had.
The Progressive Dinner we talked about is now a
reality, thanks to our Program Chair. It will be
held on April 18 starting at our temple with
appetizers, having our main course at a host
home and ending with dessert at another home.
We have never tried this before, and hope that it
will become a popular event.
Look out Haman! Our Sisterhood is working on
Purim. We’ll be co-hosting with our temple to
make Purim a really fun event for everyone. Our

Sisterhood will be teaching the fine art of making
hamantashun in our temple kitchen and we will
be co-hosting a dinner and services on Purim
evening. We’ve asked anyone that would like to
wear a costume to please do so and there will be
a contest for the best costume for an adult and a
child.
Our last Bingo Night was such a tremendous
success, that we are having another one just in
time for Cinco de Mayo.
We even started a belly dancing class.
L’Shalom,
Adrienne Grossman
President
WRJ Sisterhood
Temple Beth-El, Ormond Beach, FL

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Temple Beit HaYam Sisterhood
Stuart, FL

More than 50 members of the Sisterhood of Temple
Beit HaYam enjoyed Girls Night Out at Vine &
Barley in Palm City on Thursday, January 8, 2015!

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Temple Shalom
Naples, FL
The Sisterhood of Temple Shalom is having a celebration of it’s 50 Years of Sisterhood (1965 – 2015). Guests will be having dinner
at one of 15 different venues and then everyone will gather at the Temple at 8:00 for a fabulous celebration!

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Congregation B’nai Israel
Boca Raton, Florida
We are beginning a very special year, 2015, because it is our synagogue’s 30th Anniversary. We are looking forward to celebrations
and special events. Our Sisterhood has a full calendar of meetings and projects too, but first, we need to recognize our great time at the
Southeast Biennial in Parkland. The hospitality, workshops, services & fun, all organized by Madi and her Board and Temple Kol
Tikvah, provided one fabulous weekend!! We then participated in the Lord & Taylor Shop Smart fundraising day and volunteered at
B’nai Israel’s Preschool’s Chanukah-Rama. Next we enjoyed a lovely Chanukah Party & Toy Drive, with delicious salads, latkes,
desserts and collected a large variety of toys which was donated to our local Children’s Residential Villages. We also hosted a Theater
Night with the musical “La Cage Aux Folles”, at the Wick Theater. We are presently collecting toiletries which will be packed in
bags at our February meeting and then distributed to area Women’s Shelters. Last year we had an outpouring of items for our
toiletries drive and the women participating felt so good as they made up the bags. A new event in February will be tasting the menu
prepared at our Publix Aprons Kitchen event. We are really looking forward to this new experience. Soon we will begin planning for
our Shabbat Pot Luck Dinner and even more programs going into Spring. Sisterhood is really great, always looking to what we can do
next.
Susan Stein Chiesa, WRJ Liaison

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Congregation Kol Tikvah
Parkland, Florida
Congregation Kol Tikvah Sisterhood, Parkland,
Fl, sponsored a wonderful event on Saturday
evening, January 10th. Over 50 men and women
participated in a scavenger hunt styled after the
popular television show, The Amazing
Race. Team members met at a congregant’s
home where they enjoyed appetizers and
cocktails. They were split into teams, complete
with color-coded beads and masks, and set off to
fulfill a list of tasks in the Parkland/Coral Springs
area. After the teams finished the list of pit stops,
road blocks, and detours, they met for dinner at a
local restaurant. It was a fun evening.

Congregation Kahal Kadosh
Beth Shalom
Charleston, SC
In October, our two co-presidents attended the WRJ
Southeast District Biennial in Coral Springs, FL . While
Missee was a veteran of WRJ events, it was Lynda's
first biennial experience. She was impressed and
enlightened. It was a great opportunity to meet and
learn from the experts as well as our WRJ sisters.
November was a very busy month for us. We started
by acknowledging our matriarchs (those who
contribute above the minimum dues level) at a
cocktail party at the beautiful home of our trustee,
Mary Kasman. It was a delightful evening of food,
drink, and information from a local art dealer. Later in
the month we had a Jewish history walking tour of
downtown Charleston.
The launch of the new KKBE Sisterhood cookbook,
Historically Cooking, has been quite successful. It's a
lovely book full of

interesting facts about our historic
congregation as well as delicious recipes and
beautiful photographs of our building.
We co-sponsored the oneg for our
congregational Veterans Day service at
which we handed out the star packets we
had put together as part of the Stars For Our
Troops project. They were presented to all of
our veterans and each attendee was given
one to share with other military personnel.
We, also, had our 64th annual Bazaar,
serving hundreds of sandwiches and stuffed
cabbage meals. The additional advance sale
of frozen food and our dessert sale of
individual items as well as whole cakes
helped replenish our treasury.
We finished the calendar year with a cooking
class in December in our temple kitchen.
Lynda Schwartz & Missee Fox, co-presidents

You can read the WRJ-SE Newsletter online at http://wrjsoutheast.org/newsletter.html Email the WRJ Southeast
District Newsletter to others in your sisterhood! If you would like to submit an article for the Newsletter, please
submit to Amy Rogers at amyjaguar@comcast.net

