On a festive

note...

While talking to some of the members
of Capital City Minstrels, one realises
that there is more to singing in
harmony than simply hitting the right
notes at the right time

EEIMH A COMES

The first week of December
2007 was dipped In the fes-
ttwe chesr of Christmas by
choral performances from
the Capital Ciy Minstrels
across the city. Benowned as
one of Indla’s premler
chuirs, the members brought
a novelty of sorts for the peo-
ple: An American Christmas.
Alomg with the tradidonal ca-
rofs, such as Stlent Might, A
Whire Christmas {where the
conducior encouraged the
andlences to joln in), wers al-
50 compoasitions by Amert-
can composers lke Charles
hes's A Christmas Carol.
The eclectic aspect of the
cholr’s repertolre s what
really made it more than ca-
rofing; they even performed
a traditional African-chamrch
spiritual mmber ttled My
Soul’s been anchored and, an
Appalachian carol, Brightest
and Best.

The cholr was founded
back tn 1904 by Zohra Shaw,
and has grown from twekle
chorlsters to over sixty to-
day. Reem Khokhar, the spo-
kesperson and one of the
choristers with the Capiral
City Minstrels (CCM), ex-
pounds upon the varlety of
the outfit, “We've pot mem-
bers from all walks of Iife -
students, musiclans, doc-
tors, lawyers, architects,
teachers, development pro-
fessionals, corpoTate exe-
ttwes, diplomats and maore.
The members ange In age
from 15 to B0 years. We have
{and had in the past) chorls-
ters from varlous parts of In-

dia, and the UK, Australia,
Cermany, Hungary, South
Korea, Austria, the 115, Swit-
zerland, France, and many
more countries.”

The members are part-
time choristers and Aill-ime
professtonals from warlous
walks of Iife, which means
that there ks & severe amount
of tralning along with pas-
ston that goes Into the mak-
Ing of any performance that
Is pust wp. “CCM has two per-
[ormance seasons In 3 year,”
says Heem. =We rehearse
from Jamuary to May for oor
summer concerts, which are
performed m earlymid May
and from August to Decem-
ber for our Christmas con-
certs. We meet every Wed-
nesday for a few hours, and
when we get close to a per-

formance, we have weekend
practices as well.” It's ako
sirnificant to note that thetr
efforts go bevond the win-
dows of practice. “Leaming
tracks are created for each
somg for each volce part to
help everyone practice out-
side of rehearsal” shares
Reem.

¥ocal range

A cholr, also, Is & large en-
semble where each volce, for
It's own capabilities, ks locat-
ed very strategically. Reem
has muxch to enlighten over
the subject. “The chodr ks of-
manised Inbo four sections of
sopranas, altos, tenors and
basses. One 15 sorted lnto &
sacthon based on your vocal
range with the sopranos be-
Ing the singers who are able
to sing the highest notes”
She condinues, “The abtos
mid-range, the tenors are
usually male wolces (some-
times female) who sing a
higher range, with the basses
being the omes to hit the low-
st notes.”

Reem, having spent sever-
al years with the choir, has
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learnt a lot about music it-
self, which happens to be the
case with many members. As
amatter of fact, Reem dhulz-
es, most choristers have no
background of musical edu-
cation of vocal tratming. Such
a sihumflon makes the posl-
tion of the conductor pivotal;
they happen to be sipnificant
contribastors to the learning
and performing experience.
“Each conductor will Inter-
pret a plece of music digfe-
rently,” remarks Reem. “And
all the chortsters keamn to al-
ways foflow the conductor to
ensure that the tempao, style
and dynamics of the plece
are sung according to these
Instrschions”

“Singing In a choir 1= not
only about singing correct
notes and rthythm.” says
Lindsay Ross Boyd, the con-
ductor for CCM, “i's also
about communkcafing so-
mething to an andience,
whether that means oy, sad-
mess, sspense, or exchbe-
ment” Talking about con-
ducting, Lindsay. who has
been the Mirector of Bands at
Woodstock school, Musso-

rie, and I currently, the
Head of the Muoslc depart-
ment at Pathways World
School In Gurugram, ob-
sarves, “Conducting a cholr
Is alsp about liding com-
munity and finding a safe
and comfortable space for
ome to express themseles ™

Furthermore, being In a
cholr inculcates 3 process of
acquirtng  musical  know-
ledpe. “Harmonlsing & so-
mething everyone learms Ina
chaoir, as only one section of
the cholr may have the melo-
dy/ume wiile the rest of the
section will have supporting
harmonles,” says Feem, ad-
ding, “tagt most of the leam-
Ing happens when we are to-
pether in rehearsal - singing
with your section, listening
to each other, balancing the
sound and volces and bring-
Ing each plece iogether to
make music as a whole, not
a5 separate Indiduals ™

The Capital City Minstrels
stride much bevond caroling
during the course of the
year; stariing from gospel
and carols, they go on to
Western classical armamnge-

meniz, Bollywood, Hindusta-
ni classical, Broadway, bal-
lads, Rock and, even, Pop.
Bast 1t 1sn't all about the mus-
i, and that's a point to be
noted. A choral performance
may offer 1is countenance n
music bast there 1s moch go-
Ing on behind the scene. An-
nie Sinha, the Cholr's Presl-
dent, states, “There 15 an
Execurtve Commibttes, which
mclades the Conductor, that
works on the day-to-day
functioning of the chotr,
which Involves everything
from booking rehearsal and
COTICETE Vemles, muslc selac-
thon, marketing and publicity
to costumes, dally communt-
cation with the cholr, manag-
Ing finances, and soon”

Rejuventating
EXperience

Besides all the technlcal
Jargon and hours of effort
there 15 als=o something rath-
er unigue, and riveting, that
the choristers have to say
absout thelr expertence. “I've
sung In cholrs since school
and when [ discovered CCM
seven years am, [ knew | had

te Jolm. Whether I'm really
busy, In good times or bad,
coming here just makes me
feel repvenated,” tells Heem,
“Many of the chortsters are
close friends now and the pe-
ople and the music are what
keep me coming back season
after season.” For other cho-
risters It's quite the same,
Neera) Devra) states, “This
cholr ghves me that amazimg
environment where [ can off-
er food for my soul through
singing. And the best part Is
that 1 get to do this with some
of my best friends who are
more ltke Eamily”

The choir's performed at
varkous vemees In India and
abroad — Cermany. Hungary,
Switzerland — and, are about
te perform in Britain in une
J0IE. And, Lindsay couldn't
help but say. “1f you have in
Intetest In singing with the
cholr, [ strongly recommeend
that you join us next season
for an audition. Singing In a
choir Is nat about betng able
to sing sodos and sticking out,
but working as & unified
force to create something as
aunit”



