The History of New York City
A look back into the founding, building and ongoing blossoming of the
2nd largest city in the world. The history of New York City goes back
hundreds of years, to the days before the English pilgrims.

And what would we do without WIKIPEDIA. It is a reliable and
accurate account of the things we want to know.
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Written documentation of the history of New York City began with the first European visit to the
area by Giovanni da Verrazzano, in command of the French ship La Dauphine, when he visited
the region in 1524. It is believed he sailed into Upper New York Bay, where he encountered native
Lenape.
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In 1664, the English conquered the area and renamed it "New York" after the Duke of York. At
that time, African slaves comprised 40% of the small population of the city. Some had achieved
freedom under the Dutch and owned 130 acres of farms in the area of presentday Washington
Square.[14] The Dutch briefly regained the city in 1673, renaming the city "New Orange", before
permanently ceding the colony of New Netherland to the English.
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In 1898, the modern City of New York was formed with the consolidation of Brooklyn (until then
an independent city), Manhattan and outlying areas.Manhattan and the Bronx were established
as two separate boroughs and joined together with three other boroughs created from parts of
adjacent counties to form the new municipal government originally called "Greater New York".
The Borough of Brooklyn incorporated the independent City of Brooklyn, recently joined to
Manhattan by the Brooklyn Bridge; the Borough of Queens was created from western Queens
County (with the remnant established as Nassau County in 1899); and The Borough of
Richmond contained all of Richmond County.
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Returning World War II veterans and immigrants from Europe created a postwar economic
boom and led to the development of huge housing tracts in eastern Queens. The city was
extensively photographed during the post–war years by photographer Todd Webb using a heavy
camera and tripod.[32]
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The 1980s saw a rebirth of Wall Street, and the city reclaimed its role at the center of the
worldwide financial industry. Unemployment and crime remained high, the latter reaching peak
levels in some categories around the close of the decade and the beginning of the 1990s.
Neighborhood restoration projects funded by the city and state had very good effects for New
York, especially BedfordStuyvesant, Harlem, and The Bronx.

Take a look back into the history of New York and you will find all
sorts of interesting stuff. From the Seneca Indian Tribe to the
gates of Ellis Island to all the Wolf(s) of Wall Street, isn’t it
amazing how a piece of land at the mouth of the Hudson River
could be transformed into a (Broadway) show place for the great
United States of America.
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