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T assmt;"mthe mdenmg of "QL~1" $o-MACV” si:andards-hw S

~ the exception'of three revetments for:CHZLY. helicopters;: constructe

- assist: the compan ies m accomphshmg ass:x.gned prc,jectsn

 thecupgrading of. Rte 535 in the QUE SONvalley: - Oh the morming of “1°Ee

< of TNTE o 7 urb‘i: mel;al can: Wl‘bh no.: f:l.rmg.:" de 'ce)' WaS” detetzted. and.. ;

8t 1600 tivs. . Firom. & to 13 Feb: eftoct _ _
~ improvement of the: company base ares: by ocnsr,n-ctlng three 16’:@2' ]

t.J‘.'rr:uma,:bu:r.l!.ch_n'g,s‘

(rr) T-Jenuary 1968, Co ¢ Stu-rthd 7engtl~en1ng eulverts: and..m.denr
ing bridges-on:Ql~1 from BS 695635 to:BS 737530. bo. accomodate. a. twos
lane roadzconstructed. to. MACV standerdss. On: 18 'Mar: 68;. the Earth--
moving; Platoon: from 08 D, 84th Engr-Bn-was:attached. & ':_the«_ battallg

(cL) On:13 Féb 68:Co & started ‘constructing: 122W hel:.coptex:" revet:
ments: according to- USARV standards- for Division: Aviationunitse. Wit

from:MBAL matting; all obher revetments were:. consnructed usmg tmbem
pallets: anci 55"gal. barrels. , A . .

(3¥hacuivities of Headmuarters: and. Headovarters: Comna'xv.; Dunmg
the reporting perioed the Heavy Eguipment: Secticn had the-mission. to.
provide: support-to line companies and: accomplish: engineerstasks: in..Ch
Lai assigned:by the lmerical. Dlv:as:.on. ‘I.’yp:x.cal ‘of. the progects cony
for theaismerlcal Division: "ere" LT L . e

(a) Peneprm:mg of *'oads and hardstands for 2q: Surg.x.calw Hosp:.t'

(b) Hauh_ng flll and gradmg 3 mles of t.he Chu. La:_ wests per:me:t
road.. ‘ .\ P . -

(c) ‘Routine road mamtenance of Rte Q,wi i‘rom Chu Lai (BT 525038
to: Binh-Son.(BS 597927) a dlstance of" elght ml}_es. :

(d)" The.section: c.ugmented the line compam.es with equ:.pment t

(l;,){cy.ct;;_,;tles of’ Gomganx "A‘ ¢ - At the begmnmg of. the reportlng
period;. Company & was located at Lz Ress: {BT024341) in the: western:
QUE. SON' valleys.. The: mission: of the unit at-this location was to. compkete:

1Z. ROSE. came:under mortar- attack: by elements of "the-2nd’ NVA. Divi siop
Company; & suffered no: casualties, *On. 2 Feb during. & mite: sweep” oper
to open: Rte:535° for: a resepply convoy; ‘three. VG were: -erigaged: resulting:
in one VCUXTAiend two:VG detained. Diring the peried 1-5 Feb: Company A
gantiinued. to. epgrade the: interior roads of LZ ROSS by placing: 28" It
36h. dia. culvert and a2 total of. 1 »200° cir yds of¢ f:l.ll :md penepr:tmng
entire. roadinetwork;. Oi:5.Feb: 'Uhllr. ‘conducting-a- mineswesp for- a combat:
operation:West:of: LZROSS a mines (consisting™ proximately: 307 pounds:

Lhree:supplementary bunkers: on:the - B&-'b a.l:aon perimet: er




' sweep.operations on.Rte 535, On 1 Apr the First Platoon. convoyed to
s LZUBALDY to: replace the Second Platoon which returned to Chu Lei. Base:

and. erecting €00 mebors of triple stendard concerbine. On 13 Feb
Compa.ny A began the construction of 122 airercft revetments to USARV e 2
standards for the Ky Ha Heliport (BT 527115) Proj ject. From 13-20 Feb, v
5,030 linear ft of ‘eribbing was constructed and 4,313 55 gal.drms
were filled- with ‘sand and placed: A total. of 37 revetments were. erected
between 13220 Feb: 68. During the pericd Z1 Feb 68 through 29 Feb 68
work continued on the aircraft revetment project, constructing L790.
lineer feet of cribbing; filling "6,_,,0 sandbags, and sealing the tops-
of. 4313 55" gal drums with RC-3. A4 tobal of 58 revétments Were ereched. .
Work - continued on the aircraft revetments dur_ng the first ten days
of March as.seven UH'D Revetments were ercctod, 3,822 105mm shell canisters
were placed on 39 revetments and banded with one-half inch wire rope.
One CH-47 revetment consisting of two double walls of MBi1 matting 60
£t long, 3 £t wide and 9 £t high was ala constructed. During this
peried 34,350 sandbags and &, 633 105my shell cznisters were filled with
sand and stockpiled, #n additional requirement for a 6,000 so yd :
hardstand -arez was met by placing epproximately 1,200 cu yds of laterite .
oma clay-basé. After compaction and final gr Lq:m g, & 60/40 mixture.
of RC3 and diesel fuel was applied to the leterite cep and coversd wish anprox
. imately one inch of sand, Through 20 Mar 63 two UIﬂD revebments were erected,.
8,300 ‘sendbags =nd’ 3,300 105mm shell cecnisters were filled with send and.
stockplled 2,74 105mn shell conisters were placed on 28 revetments -
and bonded; and the two finsd CH-47 revetmente were completed. A
shortage of materials precluded cny further work on the ¥y He RL.-VE'DI"leIﬁ} L
- Project during the month of March, On 20 Mer, 30 fi of 6" CMP was - o
placed -in each of the bypasses at I-1NSa #nd I-1N8b and covercd with ‘
. approximately 190 cu yds of fill. On 21 Mor 50 f% of L&Y QF was placed .
at I-iNBa. A total of 330 cu yds of £ill was ubtilized to cover the
CMP. Cn 21 Mar, work begen on-a 20!1xid? computer ven bunker. The
bunker was a double wall design, utilizing 3hx12n siding on 8 to 10
inch diemeter pile posts, which were filled with sand. The rroject :
also included a 10'x24! generetor bunker with gondbag walls, By 31 Mar,-
~ the generator bunker was completed and the compuber ven bunker was 75% ‘
- complete. On 23 Mar Compeny A was. assigned the support task of constmctmg
& 2,450 sq yd Helipad, The task was accomplished by placing 2,100 ,
Lo yds of laterite on a prepared sand base,  On 31 Mar it was conpleted
by applying 2 -50/50 mixture of. penvprime and diesel fuel ot 2 rate of
ene gal per sq yd.. On 24 Mar the Sccond Platoon comvoyed to LZ BALDY
‘and was. placed under the operational control of Compeny D to SUg)poI't mne

, Ca.mp.w Work: on” “the computer van. bunker continued and was.completed on |
"5 hpri. On.6 Apr the First Platoon was relessed.by Compeny D, end. reburned
. " to.Chu.1ai Base Camp.. . On 8 apr Company A wWas, assigned. the. projects. -
- of renova'c.inc, the Americal Division Combet: Cenber, torinclude. construct‘
.- of 'a.5,000 sg ¥d maintenance hardstand, -construction:of a2l L8 T
meintenance building and. adjacent 197x16! generator-shed with: concre‘be
fioors, construction.of two. strongaacl: barracks, rehabilitation.of .. . =
appmxmately 5,000 sq yd hehpaa, and tke upg“adm of O.5-milerof . .7,




_ ,5;»0 eu. yds o}“' la.ter:r:hc’: hag
grados to- complet’e the. hel:.pad
. culrcmunts_. On’“the sf.mg"day

"~ entrance roads.:, g aorilt approxin
been. placed,. co acted and: given a £ivia}
maintenance. har and; - and: e“lt“ancc-:f IO

~ - -all. building rem Jirements were. compla ko lng Tl
" the helipad was: accampllshed. Work als ontinued on: t"Hé.‘zba'se"'ar - s
. 1,400 _meters: of” t’rlple standard : concertina-and: 1 000~ mei‘;ers of tangle.ﬁo
-, Wire was: érected. dnithe battalion. pr.r:\mete Qr YT
- responsibility-for: QL-J between, T=INTOY. (BL:52503

. was assigned.to.Company A 1t was. roined; tha o
\ - "the opening ofl this-section. of road;.one sq;a.d woul Starat I‘-»m?‘
", each. nightrandssweep back. toward base:campss. On:21 Apr- work: ‘began:

- on the Ky Ha Revetment. Project.. . The: remaining. 12 revetments werer
compléetoed. on:28: April.. Bape. constru.c»— A continued ‘as. 1,000: cu. yds o

. £411 was placed: and. compached for:tix "attalion permeter rozd. and: 62

- mebers:zof. "bcnglefoot Wit was: erécted i i
" THe. reporting period: closemmth Comp:
| project: at: Ky: Hé:and:. beg:.nmng Workio
an:. areg. aud’clhe,. Chu, Ip:t. east ajrstrip

. iﬁ"‘-.L-1N3 (BS 633811) " THe: e.ssz,gned m.ss TR
\... " ance. and:npgrading: of QL1 from BINH: SO (BS 60‘!929
 QUANG: HGAT (35 642747}, “The-total length 3
n pilessand thezlength: of “the: ma-lntenan am
i The.assigned:length. of Ql-1 ‘was;.divid
 bility of.approximetely k. miles.éac
5 Theo prmaxy“ effort was dirccted
' ’t 28 detc::m:ned that t.h

) to ‘e br:x.dge 2t

ive. position:: couls
Fighting/Tiving bunkers:on

: 'bhe permeter. Iﬂ the arca :c 67
; pensomel in: prot.ect.'

"oonst.ructed between each pemmet
protection: from small’ arm
stall‘efdﬂg.:. Crie: road f‘rct'
_hc remammmg :.Eqarovumcn
On 11 Feo 68 upgrad‘__

pool sectmn : _connectlng berm-
-+ burier: toa_all_ movement: between: I:runke L wWith

‘ esi:roysd».bypassea«- ‘ rideges;-‘-:ixi- bO!rlpa.n;‘ff* §ar
operation: (&0).. Six: 3b“ dia .culverts 30 £t long were mstalL.
62486 begming s 8 c.nd complei:.ed ‘on. 22 Feb-68,. Two: 48" di:
: . ) 638’?56 begirning on: 15 Feb’
: was ‘started on’ ‘2l 14"e3’:> 68
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" wag finished:on-3 Mar 68, . 100 £i.dis nc,ll},ua wos leveled end peneprimed..
"~ for TF Barker HJ from 12-16 Feb 68, On 15 Feb 68 two road croters were
" blown at. BS.605911-and BS. 617908, Zoth explosive charges were placed ™
. in. masonyy - az-ch cculyverts and the ros ulting craters blocked traffic.
Both craters were. £i11ed and the road was Dpc.r‘cd within two hours after-
. the incident was reportéd. On. 21 Feb. 68 work wos begun onlengthening
- existing corrugated metal pipe (GMP) culverts to incresse the roadway”
width te. 24.£4 with 4 .ft shoulders, OMP. culvert was uséd bo replice
~ .concrete pipe culverts, conerete box culverts, and masonry arch culverts: o

- Which could-no% be lengthened. In several 1ocg.t.gons, the existing culvcr'tséi-r'—- '

I + had been destrcyed by enemy uctlvz.ty. In thess casss, the culvert size '

. “was based on previous road reconnaissence reports, During the period-

. from 21 Feb 68 o 10 Mer 68, 212 £t of 36" die, 182 ft of 48" dia, a2nd
112 £4 of QOF diz culvert were installed, The first mining incident
on QL-1 in this unit's A0 occurred on 7 Mar 68, & crater was df sr‘overed'
- by one of the. minesweep tesms at BS 629831, The road up to the crater
¢ was swept”and: the: crater was being backfilled when & 5 ton dump bruck
* .detonated an: es'humated 15 pound charge 100 ft back frem the erater.
- It was. assumed that a bemboo firing device wes ussd which contained so
. little metal.that it'was not picked up by the mine debector. One EM
.- was serlously wcmzded apd the truck was declared & combat loss, On the:
. afternoon’of the.same Gay, e Vietnomese civilisn truck hit 2 mine at -

. .~ BS 630825, severul mindred meters south of the first mine. The area

. - where th¢ mine .detonated had been subjected to a deliberate swaep due -

- 4. 7 to the earlier: :mcldent, but ‘the firing device did not contain enough :
.. metal to be loctted by the mine detector.. On & Mor 48 2 mine containing -
+,-..10 pounds of: e:q:;lasnr 8. and decoyed with a metal picket was-located at 7
- BS 624854.. Of 9. Mar-68 a 60mm mortar mund set for pressure’ ae*conat:.on

< was. loctted "Snd destroyed At BS 627843. Also on 9 Mar 68, one sweep
. beam roceived approximately 60 rounds of smsll arms fire At BS 618883,

. iThe sweep: teem retwrned fire eand the 24 Platcon deared the arca where ° -

- . the fire cmgma.ted ‘with negetive.results, Work continued on extending *

cand- rep_.acing culverts during the remainder of March, Since GL-1 had

bo.remain open. to. traffic; the usuwal procedure for replacing culverts:
as.to. build a: bypass and’then replace the culvert. If a bypass could
tiot be. cons 'mcted £111 ‘was placed on one side of the road to widen
it tor uwaj..'lmes. T'ﬁen one half thé culvert wes pleced at 2 time and
¢ could use the--other one—half of. the road, u combat support
- .i truct & 4400 sq yd helicopter:
2852,. The nad was, ‘constructed by placing epprok.
.SE‘nrd bases - m’tcr compactmn and
peneprimed with s coverage of ‘one: gullbn‘
arking area was’ ‘completed on 20 Har 68,

L 1. | ine containing 5 pournds of” explos:;_vc wWas Tocated end
R destmyeﬁ k: 63& ' Onithe samg date ercther mine contdining: 25
- pourds sof ves was destroyed at BS 630825, - On 13 March two- more

‘:;; mine incidents gcurred; one. M-16 ont persozmﬂl mine at BS 630827
o and one 81" ar 'ronnﬁ at. BS- 631823, Bo‘ch wines were. destroyed in
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- (BS -603918); . a-30Y timber troestle:bridge;: was. removed.bo- be.replaced:
with L ca &0M°dia culverbs.. The:excavation for the culverts ate T2 NG
‘revecled.a large quentity of cley;in the base matericl.. Work.was: .

.. stopped.until & crane. with. clemshell: conld be:provided to- excavabe bl

. culvertssin-this: 11,5 mi-strebeh” of-Tod.

. peporbingperiod; the: 4601 ¢id culverts:were being installed.. Two:

_ Bn were- called, A.compeny of the. 4;/3 Infantry-Bottelion swept the er

have the combat support mibsion’ of “conducting:a daily minesweep of®

34t piletbridge et: I-1510:(BS 706618). and:the:dry span 2t:I-18120. -
- enabled. tHerotd to: stay -openi. :
‘constructed .ot I-1812 (Bs: 724572) enobling: therroad “tozopenrby 12005 e
Yoursy® The pile:bridge =t I-1510. (BS 760618); was:widened to: tvo: 1anegs - .

(BS.725572) & 20 £t two-lane pile-bent: bridgewas constiucted to re—

- ' ,re-constmcted;;.orif.;.&:‘!OJ.- Lpril

place. On 18 Merchr2 mine. containing-15 pourds of cxplosive was:locate
and deshroyed ot BS 630825, On 20.Mar- 68 preparation for-the ‘placement:
of reinforeed concrete headwalls was sterted. by excevebing excess-fill., e
from the ends of thé.culverts. Begimmirig:30:Mer- 68 Bridge. T-1N6::

unsuitaeble base: material. Vork: continued on:replacing end:extendin;
culverts and: excavating for- headwalls: during the-period: 1 ~21: Apr: 684
On-11 Apr. 68} construction of reinforced: coneretc: headwalls was. startedi
During +he ten-day- period through 20" Apr: 68, eight headwall foobings:.
and one Seb:of 48" dia headwalls were .placed.. On. 11 apr- 68, two:mines;
one an Bimm mrtar-round and.the-other”containing 107 pounds of explosives
were located and:destroyed. at.BS: 6298304 21 Apr 68 saw the remsining:
culverts instzlled in this unitls sectionrof QL-1.. To: install. orrextend:
7 “therTellowing quentibies.of”
culvert were usedr. 18" Aia-292F; -361:dia-8LOY, 48T dia-390%,. 60 die~316!
i crene with clamshell started. excovetion:of. therclay et I-1N6: om-
23 Apr: 68-andicompletied: the. task by 26 May-68.. Atithe end: of. the.

sets of 60W dia, one set of 48" @iz; ard one. set of: 361 - din reinforced
concrete headwalls were pleced:during therperdod. 21-30-Apr: 68 On: :
22 Apr-68;. 2 minesweep team received dpproximately 400 rounds: ofsmaXl.’
arms: Tire at BS 615892 Fire wag returnediend. gunships. of- the-123d A

and detained 12 suspects. There were: londly:casualties.

(&)(C) setivities. of Compeny~!Chs On.t February 1968, Compeny Gy 39t
Engineer Bettalion: (Combat) was:lo coted at L2 Dragony. BS- 734524, An-¥hes
vicinitysof:Mo: Dic;. BVN. Efforts: on Rbe: QE#t begunzin-labe: January: - -
to construct two-lane, pilé~bent:timber bridgesy-to: replace. or: extends
‘all. culvertisitesy: and to. construck reinforced:-concrete . and: mesonryE
headwalls: continued to be unith: primary mission.. The unit: continued: to:

eleven (11) miles.of Rte QL#T from I~158 (BS. 95635) to BS T60L8B5..
b total of Tifteen-(15) of seventeen'(17) enemy mines were:found: during:
the. reporting pericd as a result of ‘these operations. On b February thes

(BS: 724572 wers. destroyed by! the. enemys. Anrexisting bypeassats 1151
'k hasty bypaes-and’e- 381 dryrspaniwer

during: late Febfuary as the: destroyed. span was: repaired.. Ab.I-I8128 - e

place:‘the destroyed dry spen during sarly Merch, By 9 Februery thes:

. 58 ftitwo-lane, pile-bent. timber bridgs at Te1817 (BE 736533) had.

Yeen- completeds One lane.of oné spen wes destroyed on 8 dpril And.: - w L T
Because:a. spLit cap. was used.on the: north.’' — =




abutment, the explosive charges only d;mages one 1one of one span,

With mimor work on 8 npr 48 the bridgs was open to onc lane traffic

by 1000 hrs, On 3 Merch construction wes bogun on another 207, two-

lane, pile-bent timber bridge st I<1511 (BS 707617) to roplace inadequate

and failing culverts. On 18 March 19468 the Earth Moving Flatcon (-)

of Company D; 84th Ingineer Battalion {Construction) Wes atteched to

Company © and moved to LZ Dragon. Construction was begun on 20 March

widening Highway QL#1 to MalV stondards of 24 £t roadway with four ft

shoulders, Trucks from Company C hewlcd. sénd: from the Song Vs River

eight miles . to.the north, %o.be nlc,cmi in.the rice paddy as initdial

subgrades Fill from excellent laterite source at IZ Dragon woe moved.

by the four 290's of the Earth Hoving Flatoon and compacted with two

sheepsfoot rollers {o complete the subzrode.. The rock basc cours-e

will be placed later as haul copability beedmes available. TPo dot _
approximately 6000 cu yds of snnd ang 33000 cu yds of fill have ‘*cen )
. hauled to bring 1.85 miles up to grade. Throughoub the re;:ort:mg period.

extensive efforts.were spent on culvert placement and extension, and o -

" headwall construction. Reinforced concrete headwalls were constructed -
for all single culverts in relstively secure aress. Masonry culverts
were constructed for all multiple culverts and single culverts in ine.
secure areass To dote reinforced concrete headwells have been constricted
for thirteen culverts 36" or less in diameter, for four. Lav dia culverts,,
- and for four &0V dic culverts. Misenry headwalls have been placed over
reinforced conerete footers for one 48" dia culveri, one 60" culvert,
one double &0" site, one cuadruple &G site, end for one quintuple 6O
site, ' 45 construction efforts in Comparny C‘s area of upgrade respon—
sibility from BS 69563_5 - BS 737530 nesred completion, effort was begun
-on the most critical drainege fectures behween the Song Ve Jiver

(BS 695639 ond Quang Ngai (BS 646723} . Between 15 Mer - 30 april, -
the 130! balley bridge at I-185 (BS 707617) was removed, the deterior~
ated conercte spens destroyed and an. 80! two-l2ne pile-bent timber
bridge constructed, Construction has begun on failing mescniry archs :
ab I-1S5a {BS. 675675), I~155d (BS 681665} andI-185e (BS 6836561), These.
sites and other drainage featiwes will be replaced by 60" singls or
m:ltiple culverts with reinforced conerete culvert headwalls during. the
coming months as roudmdenmg continuce north to the Song Ve River.:”

(’?)‘@‘)-'Activitiﬁs of Company ”D”: &t the beg.inning of the reporting_'
period Compeny B was loceted at. LZ Baldy (BT 134443), The primery
mission of the tompeny at this location was the minesweep end mainbens .
ance of Rte 535 west. fo BT 081389. During the perisod from. 1 Feb.68
-to. 11 Apr- 68, that- Compeny D swept Rte 535; 3 1M were wounded by enemy-. i .,
" action; 5 enemy mines and . 1) anti-personnel mines were foind; and three. !
481 dia culverts: 32Y long were pl::.c:cd where. culverts had, been des\,royeci
by the enemy,. On.:1 Feb. 68, the First Platoon: constructed & dei‘ens:ure
perimeter- for the 3d:Bde, L;‘ch Inf Div «b.LZ.Ryder... The: LZ:Was on &-
mountain.top with large rock oulcroppings. . To provide sites for bunkers.
900 1bs of Ok, 18 ea L0 1b shape charges, and LOC Ibs of TNT were used..
to blast rock:. With bruqh noo;cs_., axes, s ‘well aa 2380 baz:gc.lore

g _W_‘-W__—f. T




w,;-;_fﬁo_ ZQ Fﬁb 53 » .
o+ .consisted.of: ec:xﬁtmuct'ing drainage-ditehé and {hstal:
* 7 constrgetiing a’three.wall. (earth’ “berm)rocket & rage:
w0 endi raieing: th

-0 Y werespleced inithe ASEL . The: Commanding Qe

71 bpsked 08 Diwibh the mission of clear]

'.platamfrgm
.. eablt.

;0 and began epnﬁtmmtlon aof. the roa.d from
. of Operation-igeler-Wallowas. The rod
-7 Limibed-sll-westhars, with turn-outss....]
. s:.&te@. of ra;ﬁ&tﬂnﬁ an existing: ’-“Ouda andd
Coe . requireds ! rgmadnin

--53__hi.'ils, nics paddias, and. & river,.

o of: underbruSh ‘cleared: from possible:. ambuah FRos.,

eompletedm‘hhek roadon:5 A'pr 68 ‘and:movead:

- on. 11 Aprb8}.Ca: D was: given a warndng ovd _

. onhe: platoon-to: TalM: K. {BT 292229) to.startioper

. PHWC. (BT 118133)%.0n 12 ipr 68, one plitesnimo

- lished -a:forwapd. conmand post, By 16 Aprr68;. the. remainder:of thei

S Comparty- hed closed and was. engeged in constp
O 17 A b8ia:rg 2

7 a- borrowspit: Wastopencd.. The. compeny: will gl:éd.eé the - roedi to:one

. CYess.50;. Jimited all-weather: standards... ¥

o .- Reconne:issange: Sect ion: provided. the necessary: mnte mfom"utz.oms .tha
.7 ‘thebattalisn. ‘could. plan its- fubure: routesmaintenance. endsupgredes; —-
. Programsy.. e section: flew:a dedly helicopiers: *
== inrthe: battaliorr‘s 4.0 chocking: for dena
- thies m&dbm By congucting:this. :.e.rly m;.*n:mg reconnaissonces. infor—.

 Be:madeufor rlé}iainuo the: damage:

storage. pid. 1001:;100'1-
A ‘totaLoﬁ 2720“ cy::;oii £ITY,

*level. of. the: interior:rozds

edjacenti-to: Bt.a 35 Gcz D started clearing:fromil. Baldy westﬁand. one

26th Engr ted clsaning from LZ Ross: (BT7027342)
& tct.al of 358. acrea WS- cleared:bekWeen:] e}:ﬁ:‘-éS-r:andf'ﬂ?“‘l&?-r;’vésf
' L hang. Binh: (BT 175419.
Than ‘B:thrto LZ.Colt: in. support

:lil lg AL * i
g L Ym of: mg.dmwere built: through & renge’o
o mpiat,‘ ~this. _rnad 701;5 cu yd

zand. placeds: 372 o

v&.‘d"‘to TAd XY 2nd. estabs

uct:].ng.:;a. Tiew- baag: Camp
fipst:boianofl road: and:

Goonpaissance. was: ‘made.of:

:18: thirough:21* “hpr: 687

the:unit: heuled: 710 oy 311 to.mokesthe: r

.. traffic:for-thes first§ Jm.. On=22 Apr:68theev '

ugh 27 apr 68 meking wor

"i_WQrk‘_wns' onge;ag in. Started onthe. ron.d..‘ _"f 30l

b.(U)INT‘EEg;GLNcu. During the,reportmg per

connaissancesofl QL-
o dr"'magc feeilities or

ad:at. B HQ: cerly: nough in {he:day so:that plans. could:
“Prior tol the: battalmn beginning. &
readirepaip or- mjon*upgrad""pro ject:the Reconneissance: ‘Section mada
sither an: a.et:ial orzground: reconnsis ance: of ‘the: project,. Besed o
the: informetion gathored the plan for the project and:the necessary
materﬂs wera deferninedi.. During: the: period,. 46: aericl rocons wers

nd’ 165 gm\ind recons Were nAds, of! mutes in tho- bat‘br.lz.on*




,{a}a‘}?ﬁi{a@owz AND TRATHTI:

(1) During the reporting peried this batialion vworked 6% to 7 dL.yE. 7
a weck: dépending upon assigned missions. Sund“y? afterncons were normal]yj:-
devoted to church. services, mcintenence of ‘ecuipment, nd mandatory:
training. Total hours of m,,nci"tory training for the battalion in thls
reporting period were 105, Eiach compeny fired o familiarization course:
for the Mi1k rifle end reconfirmed.the individutalts battle sight zéro-
during the quarter. A total of 10 potentizl coreer NGO's Were sent to
the Combat Leadership Course conducted by ithe americal. Combat: Center,. .
 Beginning in- February this battalion made arra*lgcmnts with the - -
americel. Division to send newly_arrlvea replacements to The Divieisnm -
Replacement "’rc,mlng Center. Eighby-five individuals &ttended the
Replacement Training Center during the guarter.

{2) During the reporting period, units from this bak tﬂ.lz.on paErtic—.
ipated: in. 98 company-deys of combat’ support operations. The remaining
time was spent” on construc ion tasks not dlrcctly related to combat
operabions. ' ' '

d(C)BTOmMJT' On 6 Feb 68 Co A moved from 1Z Ross (BT 0273h2) to
LZ Baldy (BT 134L43), On6 2nd 7 Feb 68 Co & moved from L2 Baldy to
the Bn CP (BT 532037). Co D moved from LZ Bsldy to TalM KY. (BT 292229)
during the period 12 to 16 Apr 68. i totel of & company days were’
involved. in moving: umﬁ'S of this battelion.. - -

e.(c)SUPPLY';,

_ (1) General: Diring the enbire roporting pericd the bettelion.
supply sectiom was loceted with the: babtalion headguarters in the Chu.
Lei area. 4l) 'supply support for Co.h and Co B was handled through
the battelion supply section. With the movement of Go D to Tam Xy R
- (BT 292229) all. supply-support’ for-this unit was assumed by the supply =
gection. Cnly Co C was so remote from the Bn CP thet rations and POL
had to be obtained from the FSA ot DUC PRO (BS 814383), Mijor- construc~.
tion materizls contimued to be a problem during the reporting pericd.
‘The supply of bridge material was:critical causing delays in compleua.on
* of bridgesi,. On20 Mar- 68, finol: coordinetion wes effected through
45th Engiheer: Group with the 3d Neval Construction Brigade for- ecquls-«

" ition. of coustructicn muterl,_ls for LOC const uctlon m 'bha Cor

h ur water- po:Ln*
tely 36000 gallons :

(3) Dur:.ng the repomt.mg pera.od lD""lSu.‘.!.c
from the followlng organlza,tlons-' e
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( ) T,uszs: F@i(‘iu mcnomw, loc- tod: at, DLC PIiO . 1st; Logistical..
Gomnd Fhuy. L i ..

‘anﬁ Trensporhetlon:Bettc.llon, lo&ted et CHU ‘Tal..

(d) 3ci Navc.l Construct:.on Br:.gc.de-- locabed at. Du NNG;- mater:.c.l
supply for ]'.DC constmctlon. )

(Lg.) At ‘the present time the means of resupply of the. lc‘btered
compc.m.es lS as. follows.

(a) Company "X, resupplied by ba‘atallon.
(b) Compc.»ny “B“ 3 resupnl:\.ua by battallon. :

(c) Gom ._ny L“C“ 100:..t.ed =t Moo Duc. Class I, III and. some.
barrier: mtemale apa-available from TaSK FORCE. MnCDONnIB 2t Due. Pho..

A1L. add:.t‘.t.onal, J.tems are requa.sﬁ,z.oneci i’rom b“tt;.llon.. '

(d) Gompmy “D“ rssupplled by battallon. o

L) & Hmber of maj or equlpment shar tuges eJCLS"GGd in this betbalion
during the reporting pericd, The lack.of these- affected the operc.tlonaL
cape.b:llty of: this. battalmn. The crltlc...l shortc.gcs were. as followy

(a) 10 Ton: Truck Trechor-

(b) 20 Tow Crane-Shovel U vea
() 25 Ton- Semi-Trainer S fea
(@) s'eoop- Loadef- S e
(e) _250 CFM Air- Compressor R 3 ea
(£) ka and Pump Unit, Tk it hoea
f{u) mnxcu, e

. (1) Th&B&ttalmn A St:_ tion h;as the mission of congerving. the:
ing: ) 'h;;..n&buald:.nrr personnel’strength.at: 2 umik levels, 0 L o
Sick: eaJJ.,;&‘HQ.Ld ‘daily-in:the morning; but: the. ste t:z.on is-open 2k:hrss
a.dey: for: emerganciess. The Bettal ion hid Stabion is copable of caring:
for-the: majoritiof 11inesses. occurring within.che battalion, exceph: :
for: d::.saa.sa vequiring morc. sophisticsted. methads: of diagnosis. ory injuries:
tHdn: minor- surgery. ,In this event, the patients are
the:2d:Surgical Hospital located .:.nthe Chu Iei. ezntone-:,
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(2) The Battalion Surscon visits the line compenies weckly end. _
holds sick c2ll at soch compiny. The Eattalicn Surgeon has organized..
sanitation teams.within each company cnd inspschions are conducted

weekly.
g A8 M T T ENANCE:

(1) General: During the reporbing pericd, the Bettalion Maintenance.
Section.hos improved its shop operation and the guality of support to.
the lettered companies, The mainbensncs of separate. document registers,
demand data cards, and suspense files by the companiés has created a
greater awareness: for the importance of correct repelr parts proccdure.
it present the overall maintenance Progrem shoWws a general. improvement.
as units have had to reconstifute meintenance logs and arc now praoce
ticing mal ntenance menagement. '

(2) Support: With the detachment of the battalion from. americal. -
Division, direct supgort mzintensnce responsibility has passed.from
the 723d Maintenance Babtalion to the 588th Meintenance Company (DS)..
The quality of support rendered by the 583th Mtce Jo has been extrenely.
high. The battalion is still experiencing 2 long down time on-engineer:
cquipment; this. can be partially ziiributed to the faet thot the 588%h
Mece Co has been in. support of the betialicn for such a short: time.and
had no major assemblies or recoverzble componeénts for enginesr
equipment prior to supporting this battalion., This problem should be
allevisted during the next querter as enough time will have elapsed
for thé 588th Mtee Co to build up en ASL for enginecr- parts. The 588thr
Mtce Co is in the process of applying e Modificotion Work Order. (M{O)
to all 5 ton dump trucks in the battalion, Thig HWO réduces the engine.
RPM's from 2900 %o .2600 under full load &énd should result in less engine
wear, : :

hWBCIVIC AFPAIRS: Increesed emphasis was placed on civic affairs
by the batbalion this quarter, Over 1000 mén-hours were contribubed
to civic affdirs in the form of zssistance for the construckion.of
two market places; one town council building, three churches s and
one refugee center, Over 500 ¢y of iaterite and 400 cy of sznd as.
- well as 3500 1bs of cement heve been contributed to these pro jects,
The battalion has undertsken the responsibility of sponsoring &-village.
south of Chu:Lai,. 56 far, MEDCAPS have been held three times a weelk:
‘and. assistance: has béen provided in repairing the village school.... -
.. PXayground. equipment:has slso been eonstructed for the schecl,. .
road is.plarmed to.link the. village with Rte QI-1,.. ThesBattaTion.
Surgeon: hasitreatudr over 2600:peoples at:MEDCARS: InuthenvilTages: of PHUO
4Ny MO™DUGy., ends BIEN. LIEN, Médieal. supplivs and. the services:of the
Battalion Surgeon have been furnished the.province hospital: in fQuang

~ Npai.. Diring theiquarter the: following: murdtions:Wers: turnediin: bk rough: - = .
- the-Voluntiry Tnfermant Progrem: v d d S el : R

e




MINES: . HG
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;}(u)M.LthS'= Dur:n.ng the reportﬂn )
5t minesi. Mostiof these. mines: consisted:of:a :
. with: electric blasting cap, . attachedito antﬂlez:y ‘rounds. MQ@lo sive: -

- chargssi. Seldom_,werevthe mines: max:ked inzany= .- Thesfollowing iss - |
R 2 brea.kdovm,by‘-mnth- o . g :
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2. Section 2, Lesgons Loarned: Commender's Observation, Evaluations,
and Recommendations,

2, Personnel. None
O 7 b, Operc‘tlo'ls,
| A (YWD riving Pimbor Piles Through Conerete Debrls,

{2) OBSERVATION, Freouently when constructing pils bridges at the
site of a previously existing concrete bridge, the debris on-the river
bottom camnot be completely removed, This mokes exact placement of
piles extremely difficult,

(v) EVALUATION. & successful technique has been develeped to
- cub. through o concrete slab to meke, it possible te drive a pile. . A
hope-made shaped charge was fobriceted ubilizing spproximately three
pounds: of C-4, plzced in a 4" dia can. The con was placed on & picket
and pushed through the silt to the concrste slzb and detonsted. The
; ‘emall hole cub through the slab was then enlarged with 2 one pound -
1 , charge of TNT placed on a picket and pushed through the hole, The pile
: was then driven in the proper posz.tlon. . i

(¢) RECOMENDSTION., Thot this method of penetreting concrebe
., slabs be used rether than using a conventional 15 1lb shdped charge due
_bo the savings in. explosive.

l(z)(ﬂ)r‘e‘chniqd'e For The Ennlbyznent of Ciaymre_}i"nes;,':; .

- - (a) OBSERVATDN. In establislhing the perimeter defenses at’ Gampany-
- -+ . B's base camp, 2 technique had to bé developed. tc prevent: obsarvatlon
o ‘-a’.nd detection. o claymore mines by the snemly’, Sw e 7 o

(b) EVALUATION. The cleymore mine is fastened on the nsidé of

the 1id.of a 105rm ammnition box, - The box. is brricd so. that. the. l:Ld
i‘lush w:.t.h the etxa.st.:mg grownd when. the 11& is closed. ',‘A l

rotecfn on’ é mst shra 7
-tbc: i‘:.rmr pom,tlon ki




" this battalion has Pound. mines within: close. proximity to each otfiers’™

. must: b made. of 'the:adjacent. area-both: on.znd. off the road to insure:
ghats there: aré.no-nore mincs:or-that-they:are. debscteds. Ifa: vehic

‘ the;é-ia'ne_a_‘;,_ge:amched o

c.‘g_z;em.None.

2. Mokes it impossible for the mine to be reversed end. fired back.
-at the firing position, ’

3, Minimizes the exposuré of the. mine snd firing wire to-damzge
from shrapnel.snd small arms fire. g L

 (b) RECOENDSTION, Thet the sbove technique for employing Claymore:
mines. in.perimeter defense be considered.by commanders. o

(B}L\,.rfﬁﬁé Clédrin}z Procedures,

(2) OBSERVLTION. . The cnemy is awere that strategic LOCis mst:
be reopened for traffic as quickly as possible after they tlow. 2 crater
or destroy a culvert. They know that.the engineers will: be oul: as.soom:_
ag possible. to repair-the damage.. o E : S

- (b) EVALUATION. To increase the:velue of the crater or the blown: - . -
culvert; the enemy will mine the road..imzthe. vicinity of the damagerands
also. 1ikely borrow pits in the vieinity of the demsge. This is dnsanm: 7]
attempt to cstch the repair vehicles working on the damage. :

_{¢). REGOMMENDATION. When repairing & demaged. culvert or-filling &
crater, a deliberate mincsweep should be.made.of. the road leading to- -
the demege and also in the vicinity of the dazmage oub approximately
200 m.. hlso all likely burrow pits.in. the area should.be subjected to.

& deliberzte. sweep before they arc workod.. S

(h)u-%Vi'?;b Conz Mining Pr-adtices:;?\ ,

(2) OBSERVATION.. The Viet Cong:in-the.39%h Engr-Bn 4.0, employ:

mines. in twots-and. thrée's somcebimes:sseporated by as much.as 100._-1meten‘s*‘.%-_'_', L

(b) EVALUATION, On. scversl oecasions while. mincsweeping LOCYS,. g

Somebimes the Viet Cong employ one:mine on:the rodd end then: pleces miness
off the rozd to either side, If the.mine is-discovered in the road: . -
‘and blown leaving a crater, trucks. and:-APGYs mey try to bypass the.
creter- end;as a result. detoncte- theumines placed -on the sides.

(0} ' REGC&\MENDA’EION’. Whén:;oﬁe:.:éﬁxe.:.:~is“.5?'.de;b-ectfed. 2’ deliberate sear

‘detonates:a mine,. all  other: vehicles:must:be immediately- stopned.:and:
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d. 'Int-alligence, None,

c. Iogisitics., Noné.

£, Orge.ni-'zatidntg -

(1)(EJ§MTOL Yo Provide Water Pump Capobility.

| (2) OBSERVATION.. This battalion has been assigned many engineer--
ing projects requiring the use of Water. among thoese projects where
vwater is reoquired are compaction of rocds, eirfields, and helipads and
concrete construction., In most instances waber must be pumped from a
source and hauled Yo the construction site. HoWever, a Combet Egincer
Battelion is critically deficient in water pump ‘capabilitvs

(b)  EVALUARION.. The only pump capability in cach line company is
the sump pump organic to the 250 CFM air compressor:. If the air com-
pressor is deadlined or committed to enother project, the pump sapabil-
ity is.depleted.. Based on the experience of this bettelion since it
has. been: in_Vietnam, at least one pump . woulé be commitbod. full time
2nd. anobher pumpiwould be needed for back up. ‘ -

{c) RECOMMENDATION. Gomsideration be given to a MIOR to provide
Lo water pumps. { 125 gpm) to the Heavy Bouipment Section of the Combat
B’attpiiqn}s Headguarters: Company . )

(2YWHTCE To Provide Compact ion Ecvipmont,

(a) OBSERVATION. This batialion hes been assigned many eerth £ill
and. compaction projects ronging from pioneer roads to construction of
C~130 eirfields. This type of work is nornal. for:most corbat bettalions-
in Vietnam. - Onveach occasion, the battalion has had to get compaction
equiment: fron Engineer Group HQ or from.neighboring engineer wnits..

(B) EVALUATION.. Since it is evident. that Combat Engineer: Battalions
will. continue to.be. engaged in. earth fil1 and compection tasks;. it.
would be: of. value. to: provide organic.compection equipment for the
battalions.. - : L . :
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(¢} RECQMENDATION.. Gonsiderstion be given to a MICE.to. provide.
organic: compaction:couipment . the- Heavy: Equipment: Section of’ Combat.
Battalionts without Light Equipment Companies. Compachion ecuipment .

~Would. Beip ieepsfoot. roller: an one: rubber-tire rollary o .nv i

T (1Midification OF Fusl Systems On Truck, Corms. 24 Tony M3542, .

S




. (a) CBSERVITION. Due.to the poor. conditicns of ro adss in this

rubs against: the. poWer- steering rosServo ir,

. seetion.of I Corp, the fuel line frem Muel filter to.the: injector: pump:

(b) EVALUATION. To provent wear-om this ‘fuel 1ine,. it:mey be:

wrapped ‘with: three:laysrs-of. friction. fape..
but. further reinforcement: is: desired..

This. improves its:durabilitys. .

() RECOMMENDATION.. The.excessive wear-of ther fuel. 1ine. conld-bes -
eliminated: by:securing’ the. fuel line.to. the engine with:a: brackebe.

L3

&._--CG;. 18th. Engr-Bde,. ATTN:. AVBORG o o

5.w- 00, L5th: Engp-Gp;. ATDN:: EGD=3.
3 = Cf3,. USARV, ATTH:. AVHGG: (psT). -
2~ CINCUSARPAS '
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EGD-3 (2 May 1968) 1lst Ind. I .
SUBJECT: Operationzl Report of 39th Frginess Battalion: (C) (4)
for Period Ending 30 ioril 1968, RGS CSFORGST (RI)

DA, HSADQUARTERS LSTH. ENGINEER GROUP- (CONSTRUCTION), 220 96337

T0: Commanding Generely 18th Eng cer-Brigads,’ AP0/ 96377

1.. This. E‘aadqué.ﬁﬁér&yhas reviszwsd the Oparatipnalﬂspan = Logsone
- Learnad. for-the 3%th Bhgineer. Batidlion and comsiders iian sccurais
. description:of agtivibies and  pecompli shmgutbs. Guring. the reporbing.

pericd ending-30 &prll 1668,

2. Concur with tha;_Ba'bta]ion Com‘:ﬂ..ander},,é“ obgervations znd. recormendationss.

" Phe addition. of wWater pumps and. compaction sghipment. to: the. zuthorization.

of combat engj,negn,;bgtta]iong-, will.ba conslﬁarad:.n {ha. next:MIOE sctiole.

ks




1. This. heaaqurteﬁs h&s revieved Ths

| BVBG=C (2 nsy. 1968), 2nd Ind

SUBJECT:  Uperatiomal.Report of %
N forthe Pericd Ending

iy Headquarters,'18th“fhgiheur
T0: LOumAndlng General, United
LPO. 96375 '

Learﬂed.;or'the ' 39th Enginzer Ban {Cox
30 :prii 1968 as indorsed by the L5th
considered. ta be an ej CELLent acocount

2. This headquarbers concurs with the CONImenss of the Betialiion und
Group Cousmenders with fellowing coiménts zdded..

a. Reference: Paragraoph le(h). 7he reguisitions Jor

.shortages heve been validcted on the nmost recent TPeriodic Logisiics
‘hHeporth. -

b. Reférence: Paragrach fe(1j. The trainin: of non-civisional
coubat. engineer replacements in & division trainin:
approach to the problem of transition treining.

Tion

cs  Reférence: laragraph 2£(2). ‘he coibalb engineer batisz
&T0n provides. for the addition of one she
pactlun.ecu1pmeqx will be. considered durinz future UUE actions..

. : / /,;' T
N 7 Q&'(_‘,IZ) /< /._/ ’4—/\-______“
: DOUAL..S Ko BLUE

hG.LOL.El, CE .
Deputy Commander

cenver is sn exce_Lent

epsfootl roller. :additionzl com—
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AVHGCZDST (2 May 68) 3d Ind . CPTArnold/rf/LBN 4L85

SUBJECT:.. -Operational Report of 39th lmgmeer Batwalion: (C) (4) for Period.

Enu:.ng 30 4pril 1968, RCS CSTOR-65 (P.I)
HEADQUABEERS, US Afm VIETNAM, APO San rran01sco 963'75 8 JUN 1968

TO:  Comsandel in Chief, United States irmy; Pacnic, ATTH: . GPOP-DT,
APO, 96558

1.. This headcuarters has. revieved the Cperational. T{cﬂ-ao:u:-t--Lessons Learned™
for- the .quarterly periocd ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 39th
Engineer: Battalion (Combat) (irmy) as indorsed..

2.. Concur:with:report as. submitted.

FOR. THE: COMANDER:

&Wﬁé.a?g;a
C. 8. NAKATSUKASA
Captain. AGC ;
K Assistant Adjulant General
Copies furnished: -
HQ, 18th Engr-Bde
HGQ, 39%th.Engr-Bn (Cbt)

20




GROP-DT (2.May=68) (U} 4th Ind :
SUBJECT: Operatioémal Report of HQ 39th T4"ng": Ba. (Cbt)(Army) for Period.
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