First Presbyterian Church
298 Main Street
Hackettstown, NJ

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
298 MAIN STREET
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ 07840
REV. ERIN HAYES-COOK
OFFICE: 908-852-4011
e-mail: fpchnj@gmail.com
Church website,
http://www.fpchackettstown.org

Light

from the

APRIL
2022

Steeple

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ
CHURCH OFFICE: (908) 852-4011
Pastor:
Choir Director/Organist:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Head Usher:
Church Secretary:

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot

2022 SESSION
Class of 2023
Class of 2024
Geof Gohlich
Bruce Bergman
Sharon Heil
Michelle Cameron
Dottie Kappers
MaryAnn Simmons
Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2022 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Carol Miller
Chris Roguso

Class of 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

Class of 2024
Pat Gohlich
Jeanette Hendershot
Justin Simmons

2022 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Ved Fernandez - 2022
Jen Aquino
- 2023
Pam Venturini - 2024
Abby Melvin
- HS Parent
Kaitlyn Elliot - HS Parent
Sharon Heil - Session Rep
Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook, ex-officio

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
3:
4:

Sharon Heil
Nancy Budd
Sean Hardy
6: Harper Schneider
7: Brenda Neice
8: Kate Sobolewski
10: Sean Wallace
Matthew Zellars
Bruce Bergman
11: Heather Fleischman
Ryan Gelsinger
Brendan Pierson
12: Ron Shepherd
13: Ashley Kimble
15: Gerald Grover
20: Chip Cochran
20 Michele Cameron
Brian Ligarzewski
21: Ryan Pierson
Mella Turney
24: Shane Stone
26: Brynn McDonagh
28: Isabelle Fernandez
Erin Roguso
29: Pastor Jeff Archer
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
5: Jerre & Nancy Budd
6: Mike & Jessica McDonagh
6: Diane Hull & Jan Courtright
15: Harry & Annette Knauer
16: Les & Dana Carpenter

CONGRATULATIONS!

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in
your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
Chrissy Boyce
The Brodo Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout
the U.S.
The Colello family
Richard Clegg
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Jan Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Christopher and Nancy DelPlato
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Dan Gardner
Samantha Gardner
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Members of the Armed Forces
Edna Ort
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Carol Spitzer
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER: APRIL 2022
03:

06:
07:

09:
09:
10:

13:
14:
16:
17:
21:

24:
24:

26:
28:

Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10 AM;. in person and live
stream through our Facebook page; rehearsals - Joyful Noise
Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Lenten Bible Study - Full to the Brim - Contact Rev. Erin if
interested; 11 AM in person; Zoom meeting at 7 PM
Upward Choir Rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime Choir re
hearsal - 6:30 PM; Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 PM in the
Music Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 AM - Chapel
Free Community Dinner - 5:30 PM at the Chapel
Palm Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream
through our Facebook page; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell
Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Lenten Bible Study - Full to the Brim - Contact Rev. Erin if
interested; 11 AM in person; Zoom meeting at 7 PM
Maundy Thursday Worship and Communion - 7:30 PM; in
person and live stream through our Facebook page
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday Worship and Communion - 10 AM; in person
and live stream through our Facebook page
Upward Choir Rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime Choir
rehearsal - 6:30 PM; Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 PM in the
Music Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream
through our Facebook page; Baptism of Arden Cook; Sunday
School
Deacon’s Meeting - 6:30 PM
Upward Choir Rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime
Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM; Senior Choir Re
hearsal
- 7:30 PM in the Music Room (NOTE:
Masks Optional)

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
We began this Lenten journey with a small muslin bag. Inside
was a small plastic cup and a piece of paper
with the following questions:
When was
your cup full today? When was your cup
empty? When did you fill someone else’s
cup? What a wonderful way to engage our
theme of Full to the Brim for Lent.
We
spend a lot of time doing during our days.
And I believe that during Lent we can take
the time to stop and ask ourselves how is
God working in and through us? For God is
always with us, it simply requires us to pay
attention.
I pray that as we enter this second
half of the Lenten season that you have
been able to take a deep breath and remember that you are loved
and worthy. I pray that you know that Jesus will protect and fiercely
love us like a mother hen does her chicks. The prodigal grace of God
is always available to us and by brazen acts of beauty we offer our
hearts to Jesus in response.
I am looking forward to celebrating Holy Week and Resurrection
Sunday with you. As we look forward to the new life springing out
among us, let us not forget
how far we have come by the
grace of God. By the power of
the Spirit, we can turn our
deepest despair to joy. May
you know that always.

Erin Hayes-Cook

MARCH 2022 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the funds
transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating expenses.
February
Year to Date
Income
$19,771.26
$37,375.29
Expenses Paid
$14,820.99
$31,617.18
Net Operating Income/Deficit
$ 4,950.27
$ 5,758.11
Amount Needed from Endowment $
0.00
$
0.00
Comments / Observations:
1.The 4 largest operating expense
payments made in February were:
•1.) church payroll ($7,891.65).
•2 . ) g a s f o r h e a t i n g b u i l d i n g s
($2,060.47).
•3.) grounds care, plowing and salting
($1,815.00).
•4.) Per Capita ($696.67).
2.The February and Year To Date net
incomes were $4,950.27 and
$5,758.11 respectively.
•The actual expenses were below
($2,429.01) the budgeted expenses.
•The actual incomes were significantly
above ($6,021.26) the budgeted incomes.
The February income was
higher than the budgeted amount because of an unusually large annual offering received.
3. The $36,000.00 transferred in January to the Mass Mutual Investments, to gain interest until needed, remain there. The funds transferred were:
• $18,000.00 from the checking account.
• $18,000.00 from the designated donations account identified
for manse painting.
The 2022 Per Capita is $40.00 for each of the 209 members of our Church.
The total amount due in 2022 is $8,360.00 or $696.67 monthly. In February, $685.00 was received for the Per Capita bringing the amount received in 2022 to $1,795.00 or 21.5% of the annual amount due to Presbytery.

Building On Generosity (BOG)
Capital Campaign
BY: AL RAVO

Please take note of the following summary of the financials regarding
our BOG Capital Campaign. This provides an update of all monies received as of February, 2022.
Donations received during February, $5,253.00.
• Total donations received from church members, non-members
and anonymous from September 2019 (BOG Kickoff dinner)
through February 28, 2022, $611,657.01
• 51.5% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
• Donations breakdown by source:
o
4.5% - $27,655.00 from nonmembers
o
86.4% - $528,677.80 from members
o
9.1% - $55,324.21 from anonymous & dinners
o
100.0% - $611,657.01 Total
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, Per
Capita or the Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

GREETINGS FROM HIGHLANDS PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN!
Camp Johnsonburg, right in the heart of Highlands Presbytery, is
sponsoring its Annual Women's Retreat on Friday April 22 - Sunday April
24th.
The theme is "We Are Created to be Creative!" and is led by the
Rev. Dr. Debra J.K. Bronkema, pastor of the Pleasantville PC in New
York. You can attend all three days or Saturday only.
For additional information contact Camp J'Burg at office@campjburg.org or call 908-852-2349 or go on their website www.campjburg.org/women/

MUSIC NOTES

APRIL GREETERS
APRIL 3:

Jackie Hammel and Jeanette Hendershot

APRIL 10: Pat and Geof Gohlich
APRIL 17: The Roguso Family
APRIL 24: MaryAnn and Justin Simmons

BY: LORINDA RAVO

I am pleased to announce that we will gradually bring back our choirs
who will be performing at our worship services. In addition, we will
be featuring our Upward Wind Ensemble and our Little Lights Sunday
School Choir, as well as a soloist.
Music in April will include:

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 14
ANNUAL CLOTHING DRIVE

April 3:

“Can this Be?” -Sr. Choir
“Hope Everlasting” -Upward Wind Ensemble

April 10:

“This is the Day” -Little Lights Sunday School Choir
“Why Does He Seem to be so Sad?” -Sr. Choir

April 14:

“O Precious Lamb” -Sr. Choir
“Jesu, Blessed Jesu” -Sr. Choir
"Ah, Holy Jesus” -FPCH Ringers

April 17:

“My Lord Arose” -Sr. Choir
“I Met the Master” -Sr. Choir
“Jesus Shall Reign” -FPCH Ringers

April 24:

Soloist

BY: ELLEN BERGMAN

Are you ready for Spring Cleaning? It’s time to get those bags
ready. As you clean out your closets from winter to spring/summer
clothing, we encourage you to consider the clothes that you no longer
wear or need and donate those items to the Deacon’s Annual Clothing
Drive which will be held on Saturday, May 14th.
As you know, we are always looking for men’s,
ladies’, and children’s clothing, as well as shoes or sneakers or sandals (which need to be put into a separate bag
from your clothing items), belts, accessories, socks,
pantyhose, ties, purses, hats or gloves or scarves, and
other clothing pieces you are willing to part with at this time. Note
that we will also accept children’s stuffed toys, as well as sheets,
towels, linens, and other bedding that you no longer use or need.
The truck will arrive sometime between 9 am and noon, so get
your items to the garage now so that you don’t miss the pick up.
As always, the Board of Deacons thanks you for your generosity. All money received through this event will go towards other missions we will sponsor throughout the year.

I hope you enjoy these performances throughout the month.

SHARING OUR SMILES:
REVEALING THE JOY IN OUR LIVES EACH MONTH
BY: PAT GOHLICH

During the month of March, we have a host of reasons to smile. Join
me in celebrating the following joys in the lives of our congregation.
If you have good news to share, send your info to Pat Gohlich at
gohlich73@gmail.com
Week of February 28: Congratulations to Coach Mike McDonagh
and his boys basketball team at Hackettstown High School who won the HWS
Championship on Saturday, February 26
over Wallkill Valley Regional High School in
overtime by a score of 5855.
Congratulations to MaryAnn Simmons who was
named Teacher of Excellence
by her student Natalie Armstrong who was Wallkill
Valley’s Pass-It-Along Scholar-Athlete. MaryAnn escorted Natalie to Perona Farms on
March 2nd to accept her honor.
Week of March 20:
Surrounded by family &
friends, Pat Butt's daughter Tara was married
last weekend to Tim Lynch. We wish much happiness to the beautiful bride and her groom.

Congratulations to all!

Sharing God’s Bounty
The Fields Are Ripe
Easter is the most joyous, the most victorious celebration of the church
year. It is an opportune time for us as stewards to “Declare his glory among
the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples” (Psalm 96:3)! What
deed can be more marvelous than the resurrection of our Lord from the
dead? Yes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), and we, too, shall be
raised from the dead to live with him forever in Heaven.
As stewards of the Gospel, we have this good news to tell. Jesus reminded us of the urgency of the proclamation of his redemption. We read in
John 4:35 that Jesus said, “Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for
harvest.” There is a need for us to tell this message effectively, passionately,
clearly, and with perseverance so that all may be led by God's grace to respond to Christ's gift of salvation.
Along with pronouncing this good news with our own lips, we have a
responsibility to give. We respond to the needs of others by taking groceries
to our food banks, by contributing funds to be used for helping families with
various financial difficulties, by sending money to areas hit by natural disasters, such as floods and hurricanes. What greater need is there than to provide financial support for those who minister to the greatest need of all … the
spiritual needs of Jesus' lost sheep? Our giving should be done willingly,
cheerfully, generously, even as God in Christ has given to us.
Jesus promised that, as we carry out his commission to “…make disciples of all nations …” he will be with us “…to the very end of the
age" (Matthew 28:19, 20). Paul reminded us that "God is able to make all
grace abound to [us], so that in all things at all times, having all that [we]
need, [we] will abound in every good work" (2 Corinthians 9:8). Every day,
the Holy Spirit provides opportunities for us as stewards to tell the good news
and to give according to our abilities that the message of God's love in Christ
may be spread throughout the world. Easter is our reason: Christ is risen! He
is risen indeed!
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission

MEET OUR DEACONS AND ELDERS
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Each month we will feature a member of our Board of Deacons and a
member of our Session so that you can better know the people who
are serving your congregation.
This month, we introduce Justin
Simmons and MaryAnn Simmons.
JUSTIN SIMMONS, who has been a
member of our church since 2017, found an interest in the Presbyterian Church when he attended college in Waynesburg, PA at Waynesburg University.
Justin is a Social Studies teacher at Veritas Christian Academy
in Sparta, NJ and also is very active in the lives of his students as he
has coached the girls softball and basketball teams and assists whenever the students hold community outreach activities.
Justin is now the chair of our Little Pantry, so if you have any
questions, feel free to seek him out. He is returning as a Deacon for
a second term.
MARYANN SIMMONS, wife of Jim Simmons
(a former elder in our church), was newly
elected this past month to be a member of our
Session. She and Jim joined the church when
Justin suggested the family find a new home
at First Presbyterian.
MaryAnn is an English teacher at Wallkill Valley Regional High
School in Hamburg, NJ and has been there since 1985. She enjoys
reading and baking and would like to some day retire (soon) so that
she and Jim can travel and enjoy some free time together.
MaryAnn has been the newsletter editor of Light from the
Steeple for the past five years and is currently the chair of Christian
Education. She assists Justin with the Little Pantry.
Congratulations to Justin and MaryAnn for serving our church
as Deacon and Elder. Next month, you will meet two more members.

GET TO KNOW PASTOR ERIN,
LAWRENCE, AND ARDEN
Now that Pastor Erin has arrived and settled into the manse,
she would like to offer some fun facts about herself, Lawrence, and
Arden. Sit back and relax and take in the news about the HayesCook family.
Birthplace
Pastor Erin-Phillipsburg, NJ
Lawrence- Philadelphia, PA
Arden- New Brunswick, NJ
Favorite food
Pastor Erin-Coffee, sweets, veggies
Lawrence- Baked beans and hot dogs, Asian Fusion
Arden- cheese, fruit, candy
You can talk to me about anything…
Pastor Erin-coffee, exercise, theology, the
beach, family, cooking
Lawrence- cars, Philly sports, exercise, music
Arden- Minnie Mouse, the stars, God, animals,
music
Please know, now that the warmer weather is approaching,
Pastor Erin would like to have an opportunity for people to join her on
the porch of the manse for some coffee, tea, and conversation so
that you and she can get to know each other.
“The Front Porch” will begin in May. Want to get to know Pastor
Erin, have a question, or want some time to take a deep breath? Join
her on the front porch of the manse in the afternoon or early evening
on Mondays or Wednesdays. Look out for a sign up soon!

WHAT ARE THE DEACONS DOING?
BY: LORINDA RAVO

FPCH’s Board of Deacons continues to serve the compassionate
ministry of our church. Our little pantry on the porch of the chapel is
being well-used, and we all appreciate your generosity in keeping the
shelves stocked.
Members of the Deacons periodically check the
pantry for outdated food, and clean and rearrange the shelves. As
always, the personal care cabinet is such a popular option for people,
so if any are able, we welcome donations of laundry detergent, dish
soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products,
soap, and more.
We were honored to coordinate meals for the Gardner family
after Samantha’s accident, and thank all who asked how they could
also help! Our Easter flower order forms have been in church bulletins for several weeks.
We continued to provide warm clothing and new socks, free of
charge, that was displayed at the Community Dinners each month.
Thanks to all who have donated to this outreach.
Now that the winter months are over, we humbly request that
you provide gently used spring and summer clothing for the free
community church dinners which will continue through the next three
months. If you have any questions, please feel free to see one of our
Deacons.
As warmer weather approaches, and you consider what to do
with those winter clothes, please remember the Deacon’s clothing
drive planned for next month. We’re happy to take clothing, linens,
towels, stuffed animals, blankets, purses, and pillows. Please put
your donations in large plastic trash bags. We also gratefully accept
donations of shoes and boots, but they need to be bagged separately.
All clothing drive donations are stored in the church garage, and you
can drop off your donations at any time by using the side door!
Thanks for your continued support.

SCHOOL NEWS
BY: DONNA ANNUNZIATA

Greetings from your Sunday School
Coordinator. As you all know, Easter is right
around the corner and I am planning an
Easter Egg Hunt for your Sunday School
children on Palm Sunday, April 10th. To that
end, please have your children bring in their
Easter baskets to collect their eggs on that
day.
Also, please know that the school year
is coming to an end very soon and we are STILL in need of volunteers from our parents to assist with each Sunday in the downstairs
meeting room after the children’s sermon. Please know that I have
appealed to you via text messages and have
provided a sign up sheet on the door of the
classroom. You all know that we have 29
students on our roster and on most Sundays we have 15-18 attend regularly. Since
all of the children are of varying ages, I
need help keeping an eye on the younger
children as I teach them their lessons about
our scripture. If this does not happen, I may
be forced to cancel Sunday school on the days when no help is available.
Lastly, please know that I have every intention to provide our
students with the best opportunities to learn about the stories in the
Bible, but that can only happen with your help. If you would like to
be a part of the team, please contact me at 201-679-0573.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of the opportunity to
work with our youth. I look forward to working with you all throughout the remainder of the year.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE IS
LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
COLLECTION TO OCCUR ON APRIL 17

BY: MICHELE CAMERON

Presbyterians worldwide will be sharing God’s love with their
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from natural
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed. During this Lenten season, FPCH will
collect its offering for this “One Great Hour” on
Easter Sunday, April 17th.
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single,
largest way that Presbyterians come together
to work for a better world by advancing the
causes of justice, resilience, and sustainability. “Through One Great
Hour of Sharing, we stabilize, we strengthen those who are weak, we
connect.”
Each gift to this worthy cause helps improve the lives of the
suffering and the vulnerable through three life-saving programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and
Self-Development of People.
Please find it in your heart to give generously on Easter Sunday. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. Look for the envelop in
your pew when you arrive at church and insert your money and then

FPCH is putting together a public relations committee to help
spread the good news of our church
and church family.
The first step is to find those
who are called by God to reach beyond our doors to the community
around us.
Through social media, advertising, and press releases, we will help
promote Sunday Service, the Little
Pantry, Community Dinners, our Prayer Garden, and much more.
If you are interested and have a talent that can be utilized in
helping to spread the word of FPCH and how we perform God’s work,
please contact Michele Cameron: ML.Cameron@comcast.net OR call
908-310-4208.

BENEFIT CONCERT FOR UKRAINE APRIL 7TH
Bethlehem Presbyterian Church will hold a Benefit Concert for
disaster assistance in Ukraine on Thursday, April 7, 2022, at 7PM.
Come join us for an evening of music and song as local artists
share their gifts and talents in an effort to help provide aid to those
who have been affected by this war. A reception with light refreshments will follow the benefit concert. This will give all in attendance a
time to fellowship with one another.
All proceeds generated from this event will go to the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance program to provide emergency humanitarian aid
within Ukraine and for the refugees beyond the Ukrainian border. Join
us in praying for a peaceful solution and an end to the violence.
The church is located on 2 Race Street, Pittstown, NJ. For more
information contact Joanne Schnaudt at (908) 735-5733.

FULL TO THE BRIM: A LENTEN
SERIES OF DEVOTIONAL STUDY
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I decided to provide our church members with opportunities to
explore the artwork of the artists who are part of the Full to the Brim Lenten
Series from “A Sanctified Art.” To that end, I am providing you with the
website of “A Sanctified Art” so that you can browse through the beautiful
pieces that the artists have been inspired to create.
I hope you enjoy this small departure from my normal suggestions of books
for your reading pleasure. Be sure to check out the FREE SUPPLEMENTAL
RESOURCES. May you find inspiration from the art pieces that you witness
on this site, just as I did!
https://sanctifiedart.org/full-to-the-brim-lent-bundle-year-c

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS AT FPCH

Above, members of the Joyful Noise Bell
Choir play “ during our March 2
worship service.
Above right, Malia and Amari Melendez
assist Mrs. Ravo as the Sunday School
students learn a song they will sing in
April.

At right, soloist Deb Gulick-Shepherd
sings “Lamb of God” on March 20th. She
is accompanied by pianist Lorinda Ravo.

A warm thank you goes out to Gabe Roguso who served as Worship Leader on
March 2nd. Great job, Gabe!

Photos courtesy of MaryAnn Simmons

FPCH RECEIVES GRANT FROM
HIGHLANDS PRESBYTERY
BY: DIANE HULL
The Presbytery of the Highlands offers grants through the
Manse Grant program. The grant money must be used for energy efficiency improvements to a manse where a pastor already resides or
as preparation for the new pastor to live.
In early February I applied for the matching grant of $1000.00
to replace 2 windows in the manse kitchen and 1 window in the half bathroom. I am happy to report that
we were awarded the grant and we have already received the money from Presbytery. I have informed
our resident contractor to order the windows, which
will cost $2000, and have them installed before the exterior of the manse is painted this spring. We are so
grateful for this opportunity to improve the manse at half the cost.

THANK YOU, FROM JAN COURTRIGHT
This past month, Jan had surgery and is now in full recovery.
She has sent a thank you note to all of you who have kept her in your
thoughts and prayers.
Dear All,
Thank you to all from our congregation for all the cards, thoughts,
prayers and get well wishes that I received after my surgery. Each
and everyone was uplifting and helpful to me. I am getting better
each day!
Once again, thank you so much for
all of your thoughts and prayers!
Kind Regards,
Jan

WOJCICKI RESTORES THE OLD
PRESBYTERIAN BURYING GROUND
BY: DIANE HULL AND MARYANN SIMMONS

Cemeteries are important landmarks in our towns as they provide a resting place for our relatives and friends. Our very own FPCH
Cemetery next to the chapel, known as the Old Presbyterian Burying
Ground, has been in disrepair for quite some time, but this past year,
in an effort to resurrect the beauty of our historic landmark, John
Mark Wojcicki has been working diligently to restore headstones and
unearth many others that have sunk into the ground.
The Old Presbyterian Burying Ground was actually the first one
in town. An agreement for the land was
made with Obadiah Ayers in 1786 for
the burial ground which was located adjacent to the meetinghouse (now known
as the Chapel). Burials began there in
the 1760s and ended in 1861 when the
cemetery was full. At that point the
Union Cemetery was opened between
Mountain and East Avenues.
Wojcicki has been no stranger to the Old Burying Ground. In
2001, he began his Eagle Scout project to erect a stone wall on the
west side/uptown side of the cemetery. That was the only side that
did not have a wall. Recently, beginning in 2021, he began a new
project - cleaning and locating buried headstones so that the memories of the deceased can be resurrected.
Why do this, one might ask?
Wojcicki has many relatives
buried in the Old Presbyterian Burying Ground, including his 6th and
7th time removed grandparents on both his mom’s and his dad’s
sides. In addition, he has a huge interest in genealogy and wishes to
maintain the memory of his family, particularly his relatives from the
Pool, Hance, and Leigh families.
(Continued on next page: See Burial Ground)

(Burial Ground, continued)
So what does the process involve to
clean each headstone? Eight steps are required which take approximately one hour
from start to finish. First, he wets down the
headstone. Then he scrubs it with a nylon
brush. After scrubbing, he must rinse again
with water. Next, he applies D2, a chemical
that is used to clean monuments in our national cemeteries and costs $100.00 per gallon.. That application must remain on the
headstone for 15 minutes.
Then, he scrubs the headstone once
again and rinses it with water. Finally, he reapplies the D2 and allows
it to sit on the stone to work with the weather conditions - rain, heat,
snow, and hail. Once one headstone is finished, he begins the task
again. He can be found there either once or
twice a week cleaning these headstones.
How many headstones must John Mark
Wojcicki clean and unearth?
According to
FPCH church historian Deb Gulick-Shepherd, a
deep search revealed there are 800-1000
bodies in our cemetery, but only a portion of
the headstones remain. Many graves were
originally marked with only wooden crosses. All 27 Revolutionary War
soldiers buried there survived the war and were able to come home.
Rev. Dr. Joseph Campbell, the minister from 1809 to 1838, is buried
beside his wife in the old churchyard.
In the 1930s the General William Maxwell Chapter of the DAR
compiled a list of graves. The list has about 225 inscriptions. If there
are any other records for the cemetery, they have not yet been discovered.
John Mark Wojcicki intends to clean, unearth, and repair as
many of the 225 headstones as possible. We at First Presbyterian
Church of Hackettstown are blessed that John Mark Wojcicki has a
passion to beautify our church burial ground. Thank you, John Mark!

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Hello, All.

EASTER EGG STORY STARTER
For this activity, I will give you a sentence to begin a story. You must
write your story in about ten or fifteen sentences. I encourage you to
write your story on a sheet of paper and share it with Ms. Donna
when you attend Sunday School next week or with Ms. Deb when you
attend Confirmation Class next Sunday. Good luck and have fun with
this activity.

As I looked out the window at the beautiful sunrise on Easter morning, I could not help but think
of…
Now you write the story and share it next week at class.

We are all so blessed to be able to enjoy this month of spiritual
renewal as we continue through the Easter season.
I would like to draw your attention to the all of the good news
that is happening around us. We have received a grant in the amount
of $1000 to install new kitchen windows in the manse. We have
wonderful news to share about many of our congregation members
through our Share Our Smiles. We have music that once again fills
the church, whether it is through soloists, the choir, the bell choir and
the Joyful Noise Bell Choir, or the youngsters from our Sunday school
who are learning songs to sing during
the children’s hour. We have excellent
missions taking place through the efforts of our Board of Deacons, the
most recent being our Little Pantry and
the upcoming clothing drive (be sure
to check out the article about the drive
in May), and finally we have been
blessed with a member who is restoring the Old Presbyterian Burying
Ground (be sure to check out that twopage article). Yes, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are “Full to the Brim” and are blessed in the process.
This Easter season promises to be a blessed one and I can only
hope that with the coming of Spring and the coming of Christ’s resurrection, we can all look forward to a time of spiritual renewal and
hope for a beautiful Spring season.
May you find joy and hope in your lives and know that Jesus is
always making sure that we are never lacking in love, happiness,
grace, and peace.
I look forward to seeing you in church at Sunday worship.

MaryAnn Simmons

