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From the Editors
Rice Creek Newsletter RV Resort
Also available on-line at www.ontracnewsletters.net
Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and
coordinators.
Please submit your ideas or articles in writing or by email
with your name, address and phone number.
Doug or Robin Vaughan, 11109 Peru Creek Dr.
(813) 503-6255 (813) 217-1141
douglasmvaughan@gmail.com
robinavaughan@gmail.com

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
By: Prudy Hodsdon (603) 312-1461
If you’re reading this, you’ve made it through a busy February!
March has some exciting events - Spring Fling and the Annual
Picnic are just a couple. Make sure to watch the postings (computer and signposts) for times and dates.

Spring
Fling
March 11th & 12th
By: Norm & Sharon Bruce (813) 807-1022
Get your costumes ready! It is going to be a roaring great
time! Signup sheets are in the hall for volunteers. Roaring 20’s
themed costumes and decorated golf carts are optional.

Bill & Lois Brimmer
By: Bill Brimmer
I have been reminiscing of late about the places Lois and I
have been and the people we have met. It surprises me how
many times we have encountered people who have had similar
experiences, know people we know or been to places we’ve
been at the same time we’ve been there.
Here at Rice Creek, Charlie Stewart, who resides on Fern
Creek, asked me if Maurice Wilder had relatives in Indiana. I
told him yes, and that Maurice Wilder is one and the same as
the owner of Wilder Corporation. Charlie then told a story of
how he and a friend had disassembled a windmill, moved it,
and reassembled it at a trailer sales establishment. That trailer
sales business was the beginning of Wilder Corporation. Charlie
went on to say that he never dreamed he would winter in a
Wilder Park.
It’s a small world! Ya gotta laugh!
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EDITORIAL
By: Robin Vaughan

You’ve heard the phrase “March comes in like a lion and
goes out like a lamb.” Couldn’t be further from the truth in
Florida! We have reached the time of year that us “sunbirds”
look forward to during the scorching, wet days of summer,
and the reason the “snowbirds” join us. Cool evenings give
way to sunshine filled skies and warm afternoons. That little
cold snap at the end of January didn’t do too much damage,
unless someone strained something trying to dig out their
warm clothes! Mine were dusty from hanging in the closet
for so long! Remember to spring your clocks ahead one hour
on March 13. Spring officially begins on March 20.

This is the time of year we do all my “winter” chores, washing windows, power washing sidewalks, and painting the
shed, to name a few on the list for this winter. I don’t dread
doing these chores because it’s pretty nice outside. People
walking by always have a comment, words of wisdom, or
thoughtful suggestions, many times followed by an invitation to stop by their homes if we want to continue what
we’re doing. One of my favorites: “you missed a spot.” Silly
me, I crack up every time! So many funny and clever people
in the park!

By: Cathy Peters
March 20th – Memorial Service – honoring
the people we have lost in 2021-2022 at 9am
morning service
March 25th-March 28th – Food Drive for the
Riverview Methodist Church Pantry
If you have gently used items to give away, please bring
them to the back of the activities room. We donate these
items to the Lighthouse Ministry.
Chapel Service at 9:00am – Love to have you join us!

At the back of the hall. Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write
date posted on card. This board will be checked and kept
neat. The cards will be removed every two months. For more
information see Prudy.

BULLETIN BOARD

Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at
8:30 a.m. This is the place to find out what is happening
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are
encouraged to attend.

Library

If you have any spare time and would like to help out in
the library, please call Lee Pressley, Library Coordinator, at
813-203-0769.

BINGO

Line Dancing

By: Paul Albert
Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00 pm. 25 nickels,
5 dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night. If you want, add a dollar for each ‘jug’ ticket. The ‘jug’
prize is becoming quite significant!

Music

By: Phyllis Krentz (859) 322-4294
We play every Monday night at 6:30pm in the card room.
We would love to see more people join us. We have fun and
it’s a few hours with new friends.

Friday mornings at 10:00am there will be line dancing in
the hall. We will be teaching each other the dances we know.
Come on down and have fun!

Euchre

There are informal jam sessions at the pavilion on Mondays
and Thursdays around 7pm. If you play an instrument, sing
or just enjoy listening to music, please stop by.
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Corn Hole Tournament

By: Scott Denson (608) 692-0759
There will be another corn hole tournament in March (date
TBA). It was great fun last year! There is a sign-up sheet in
the hall. If you have a board and bags that you can bring,
please add that info to the sign-up sheet.

Shuffleboard

By: Roger Hatt (989) 772-9204
Come join us on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9:00
a.m. for a morning of shuffling! We are having a great time!
If you have any questions, please call me.

Bowling

By: Nancy & Ron Ferdinandsen (586) 871-5333
We are so sad bowling is coming to a close for this season. We’re hoping to bowl until March 29, 2022, if we have
enough sign up.
It has been a fantastic season, I can’t remember laughing
so much and having so much fun. I just want to give a big
thumbs up to all our bowlers, whether it was one time or
the whole season. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!
We have so many great memories that it is impossible to put
them all into words.
Looking forward to next season, and remember your card
with the money on it does not ever expire, so if you feel like
you want to build it up and you are coming back to bowl,
keep it in a safe place, and just keep adding to it.
Safe travels home and have a Great Summer.
Safe travels back to RC we will keep the light on for YOU!
LOVE AND LAUGHTER (ALWAYS)

March 2022

Yard Games

Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole games are available
for your use and are located in the library.

Golf

By: Mike Pintek (813) 671-3158.
Signup sheets are in the clubhouse.
Mondays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club
Wednesdays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club

Pool Tournament

There is a pool tournament every Wednesday at 6:30 PM....
and is open to all.
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EVENTS GONE BY

Bill D. Williams

Black Country returned and again put on a great show. The music was great, the hall was full, and everyone had a blast!

BEAN SOUP

By: Scott Denson
Thank you to everyone who came to the February 2nd Bean Soup Supper. On this Ground Hog Day, we proudly served 93
people with delicious bean soup, corn bread and a nice slice of apple pie. With all your support we made around $300 for
the Rice Creek Activities Fund. I look forward to serving you all again next season. God Bless! (By the way, the groundhog
did see his shadow – ugh – six more weeks of winter!)
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

By: Lynda Baxter
Loren and Bonnie Urlaub
Loren and Bonnie began coming to Rice Creek about 25 years ago to visit her
mom Beverly Attwell and her husband Chuck. They rented several places over
the years. The park model next door to Chuck and Beverly came up for sale in
2014. Loren and Bonnie bought it to be nearby to help her parents. (Chuck is
deceased and Beverly is currently living in Alpena, MI). Loren was 21 and Bonnie
was 17 when they met and married a year later. Loren had just joined the state
police when he got drafted into the army and were sent to Colorado where
they lived for the next couple of years. They loved Colorado but were happy to
return to Michigan and their families.
Loren and Bonnie have been married for 54 years. They have 2 sons, Mike (wife
Tracy) and Dave (wife Renee). They have 5 grandchildren that they call the 5 A’s.
Adam, Allie, Austin, Aaron and Amelia. The grandchildren were all born within
a 5 year period and continue to be a great source of enjoyment for Loren and
Bonnie who love watching their school sports.
Loren spent his career as a Michigan State Trooper. Following his retirement,
he was a substitute teacher in Michigan. Bonnie was a counsellor at Alpena
Community College in Michigan, followed by a private practice in counseling.
Loren loves to hunt deer, turkeys, bear, geese, elk, duck, etc. and enjoys the
hunting camp near their home. You can often find Loren playing golf or horseshoes while in Florida. Bonnie enjoys thrift stores, yard sales, reading, the pool,
cooking with friends and relatives, genealogy, and time with the grandchildren.
They feel blessed to be part of the Rice Creek community. They have made
many lifelong friends sharing time and laughter together.
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KINDNESS

By: Bunny Conner
I know it is no secret how much I love our Rice Creek family.
They are some of the kindest people on earth and very good
to me!
Funny story: Diane, one of my trash angels, picked up
my trash and was almost attacked by a squirrel! It seemed
the squirrel also wanted my garbage! The saying “one man’s
trash is another man’s treasure” comes to mind. The squirrel
stood on his haunches and chattered aggressively at her and
started to follow her. Diane was just as determined to keep
the trash and kept on going, deciding that a squirrel was not
going to stop her on her mercy journey. Oh, would I have
loved to witness that!
Looking back over the years, I think of all the nice things
people have done for me. I picture myself in the scenario as
a little old lady standing by the road holding something in
her hand, waiting for the first truck or car to come by. When
one does come along, the old lady holds up a jar. Trucker
stops and she asks him to open the jar for her. He feels so
strong, she gets her jar opened, happy ending.
Folks at Rice Creek always check to see if I have transportation to area restaurants. I am 97 and can drive but I can’t
walk too far. It’s always nice to be dropped at the door so
I don’t have to worry about walking. I have heard of many
acts of kindness in the park. The lesson here is to give while
you are young. Not only will you be happy, but you will also
meet wonderful people! You never know when you will need
help. The years go by very swiftly. Some day you might not
be strong enough or tall enough to open trash containers!

The Thirteen Commandments
for Seniors

By: Bunny Conner (author unknown)
#1 – Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice.
#2 - “In Style” are the clothes that still fit.
#3 – You don’t need anger management. You need people
to stop ticking you off.
#4 – Your people skills are just fine. It’s your tolerance for
idiots that needs work.
#5 – The biggest lie you tell yourself is, “I don’t need to write
that down. I’ll remember it.”
#6 - “On time” is when you get there.
#7 – Even duct tape can’t fix stupid – but it sure does muffle
the sound.
#8 – It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in
the dryer for ten minutes, then come out wrinkle-free...and
three sizes smaller.
#9 – Lately, you’ve noticed people your age look so much
older than you.
#10 – Growing old should have taken longer.
#11 – Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn’t shut you up.
#12 – You still haven’t learned to act your age and hope
you never will.
#13 - “One for the road” means a visit to the bathroom
before you leave the house.

TRIVIA CORNER
Here is more trivia which will, I’m sure, stimulate those
brain cells not otherwise burdened with useful information.
1. What bird is often associated with spring in North
America?
2. On the first day of spring in the northern hemisphere,
the sun rises directly over what part of the globe?
3. In the UK, what do you call the vegetable that is known
as scallions?
4. In Roman mythology she is known as the goddess of
spring?
5. Tornadoes are more prevalent in the spring. True or
False
(answers on page 13)
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Hero Salute
by Robin Vaughan

Barb Barron, R.N. (Barron.jpg)
Barb believes her desire to enter the nursing field was inspired by
her mother. Her mother always wanted to be a nurse, but in those
days, having a career outside the home was not always feasible.
After Barb earned her qualifications as a registered nurse she moved
to Toronto. She worked as the head nurse of the intensive care unit
at Wellesley Hospital. She loved the challenge and pace of the ICU.
There was an urgency associated with the medical treatment required
by such critical patients that she thrived on. She has a great deal of
respect for the doctors and nurses she worked with. After four years
at hospital, Barb met and married her husband Michael, moved to
Chatham, Ontario, and became immersed in raising her family.
The next chapter of Barb’s working career found her teaching at St.
Clair College in Chatham. She spent 30 years conveying her enthusiasm for the medical profession and molding young minds. She feels
it was an honor that she could witness the growth of her students.
She worked with wonderful people, and to this day, several of them
continue to stay in touch. After 30 years, her decision to retire was
based on the political atmosphere and changes in the field.
Barb was very active in her community and sat on many committees.
One of which was as the head of the committee that started hospice.
She felt it was her civic duty to share her experiences and education
for the enhancement of her community.
Barb feels that she has been blessed to have loved every minute
of her career. She reflected back to how proud she was to wear the
nursing cap she received when she graduated, and she still wears her
nursing ring. Barb never had to struggle at her workplaces and feels bad when she hears people say they do not enjoy their
jobs.
Michael has always been proud of Barb and supportive of her civic mindedness. He owned his own business specializing
in hardwood floors. In his retirement, while at their home in Erieau, Ontario, a peninsula in Lake Erie’s Rondeau Bay, Michael
enjoys fishing, and sailing . While at their home in Rice Creek, he enjoys fixing or repairing things around the house.
I was so touched by Barb’s enthusiasm for her profession. She clearly found her purpose in life. I’m sure her unrelenting
passion had a huge impact on the many hundreds of lives she touched during the course of her career.

Turning 65? Need help signing up for
Medicare? Recent Move? Want to
Save $$ on your expensive meds?
Compare Benefits & Save!
Call MRS Insurance for a FREE
Appointment Today!
Protecting Your Health, Wealth & Family

Sherry Gillard
813-452-8904

mrs-insurance.com
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LAUGHS, SMILES
Rated: Easy
and
GIGGLES

• I finally got eight hours of sleep. It took me three days, but
whatever.
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Presented
Rated:
Easyby Puzzle Baron

• I had my patience tested. I’m negative.
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Sudoku Puzzle #W202LO

By: Jim Baxter (authors unknown)
• To me ‘drink responsibly’ means don’t spill it.
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Presented by Puzzle Baron
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• My luck is like a bald guy who just won a comb.

1

• When you do squats, are your knees supposed to sound
like a goat chewing on an aluminum can stuffed with celery?

1

• I hate when a couple argues in public, and I missed the
beginning and don’t know whose side I’m on.

4
7
March Sudoku
Puzzle

Sudoku Puzzle #W931QW
Presented by Puzzle Baron
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Sudoku Puzzle #W931QW
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HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!

By: Doug Vaughan
Did you know St. Patrick was born in Britain? Britain, at that time, was occupied by the Romans. Named Patricius by his
Anglo-Roman parents, he was kidnapped by Irish raiders at the age of 16 and sold to a Celtic priest in Northern Ireland to
serve as a shepherd. After six years he escaped and made his way back home. He then studied to become a cleric and felt the
urge to return to Ireland as a missionary. He remained there until his death on March 17, 461AD. Until the 1700s, St. Patrick’s
Day was a Roman Catholic feast only observed in Ireland—and without the raucous revelry of today’s celebrations. Instead,
the faithful spent the day in quiet prayer at church or at home. That started to change when Irish immigrants living in the
United States began organizing parades and other events on March 17 as a show of pride. The first parade was held in St.
Augustine, Florida in 1601! It was then largely ignored until Boston conducted their first parade in 1737.
St. Patrick’s Day has evolved into a celebration of Irish culture, characterized by parties, music and iconic foods. The popular
meal of corned beef and cabbage is not served in Ireland! It was originated by Jewish butchers in New York City. At the time,
the Jewish population consisted of relatively new immigrants from Eastern and Central Europe. The corned beef was made
from the brisket, a kosher cut of meat from the front of the cow, that was widely available and cheap. Since the brisket is a
tougher cut, it was salted and cured, and then slow cooked, which transformed the meat into the extremely tender, flavorful
corned beef we know today. Cabbage and potatoes were traditionally thrown in the pot as they were also readily available
and cheap. The Irish settled near the Jewish neighborhoods because their cultures had many parallels. Both groups were
scattered across the globe to escape oppression. They were both discriminated against in the U.S. There was an understanding between the two groups, which was a comfort to the newly arriving immigrants. The Jewish butchers were easily
accessible to the Irish immigrants, and it is thought that this is how corned beef became associated with Irish Americans and
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.
Traditional Irish food can be found locally! Check out the following Irish pubs: Salty Shamrock (Apollo Beach), The Forge
(Brandon), O’Toole’s (Brandon) and Strandhill Public (Tampa).

Happy
!
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RECIPES

Irish Coffee

Irish Soda Bread
		
4 to 4 ½ cups all-purpose flour
		
1 Tbs sugar
		
1 tsp salt
		
1 tsp baking soda
		
4 Tbs butter
		
1 cup currants or raisins
		
1 large egg
		
1 ¾ cups buttermilk
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Whisk together the dry
ingredients in a large bowl. Using clean fingers, work the
butter into the flour mixture until it resembles coarse meal.
Then add the currants or raisins. Make a well in the center
of the flour mixture. Add the beaten egg and buttermilk to
the well and mx in with a wooden spoon until the dough is
too stiff to stir. Dust hands with a little flour. Then, gently
knead the dough in the bowl just long enough to form a
rough ball. If the dough is to! Transfer dough to a lightly
floured surface and shape into a round loaf. Note that the
dough will be a little sticky, and quite shaggy. You want to
work it so the flour is just moistened and the dough just
barely comes together. Shaggy is good. Transfer dough to
a large, lightly greased cast-iron skillet or cake pan. Using
a serrated knife score the top of the dough about an inch
and one-half deep with an “X” shape. Bake until bread is
golden, about 35 to 45 minutes. It takes a little longer in a
cast-iron pan. Check for doneness by inserting a long, thin
skewer into the center. If it comes out clean, it’s done. Let
the bread rest in the pan for 5 to 10 minutes after removing
from the oven, then remove the bread from the pan. Cool
for 5 to 10 minutes, slice and serve.
Note: If the top is getting too dark while baking, tent the
bread with aluminum foil.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Different variations of coffee cocktails
have been around for years. For example, in 19th century France, a mixture of
coffee and spirits was called a gloria. Joe
Sheridan, the head chef at a café located
at an Airbase near Shannon Airport, in
County Limerick, added whiskey to the
coffee of some disembarking passengers. Stanton Delaplane, a travel writer
for the San Francisco Chronicle, claims
that he brought Irish Coffee to the United States after drinking it at Shannon Airport in Ireland. He maintains that he
worked with the Buena Vista Café in San Francisco to start
serving it in 1952. Joe Sheridan later emigrated to work at
the Buena Vista Café. Traditional Irish Coffee has basically
three ingredients, Irish whiskey, coffee and cream. Variations
include different kinds and brews of coffee, different kinds
of sugar, regular cream or whipped cream. Here is a recipe
you might want to try:
		
2 parts Irish whiskey
		
4 parts hot coffee
		
1 ½ parts fresh cream
		
1 tsp brown sugar
Heat the coffee, whiskey and sugar but do not boil. Pour
into a clear glass mug and top with cream. Enjoy!

TRIVIA ANSWERS:

Robin
The equator
Spring onions
Flora
True
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