8 Prohecies fulfilled

Some scholars believe there are more than 300 prophecies about Jesus in the Old Testament.
These prophecies are specific enough that the mathematical probability of Jesus fulfilling even a
handful of them, let alone all of them, is staggeringly improbable—if not impossible.

Peter Stoner, Chairman of the Departments of Mathematics and Astronomy at Pasadena College,
was passionate about biblical prophecies. With 600 students from the InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship, Stoner looked at eight specific prophecies about Jesus. They came up with extremely
conservative probabilities for each one being fulfilled, and then considered the likelihood of
Jesus fulfilling all eight of those prophecies.

The conclusion to his research was staggering. The prospect that anyone would satisfy those
eight prophecies was just 1 in 10'". In Science Speaks, he described it like this:

“Let us try to visualize this chance. If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all of the tickets in a
hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw one, his chance of getting
the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we take 10*" silver dollars and lay them on the face of
Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and
stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state.

“Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one
silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right
one? Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies
and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they
wrote using their own wisdom.”

1. The nations will be blessed through Abraham’s lineage

Prophecy:“I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;

and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3).

Fulfillment:“And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers.
He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.” When God
raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your
wicked ways” (Acts 3:25-26).

2. God’s covenant with Isaac’s ancestors

Prophecy:“Then God said, ‘Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him
Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after
him’” (Genesis 17:19).Fulfillment:“Nor because they are his descendants are they all
Abraham’s children. On the contrary, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned’”
(Romans 9:7).
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3. The nations will be blessed through Jacob’s offspring

Prophecy:

“Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to
the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your
offspring” (Genesis 28:14).

Fulfillment:

Jacob is part of Jesus’ genealogy.

“the son of Jacob,

the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor” (Luke 3:34)

4. The scepter will come through Judah
Prophecy:
“The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until he to whom it belongs shall come
and the obedience of the nations shall be his” (Genesis 49:10).
Fulfillment:
Judah is part of Jesus’ genealogy.
“the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,

the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah” (Luke 3:33)

5. David’s offspring will have an eternal kingdom
Prophecy:

“When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, | will raise up your offspring to
succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and 1 will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will

build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Samuel
7:12-13).



Fulfillment:

“This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew
1:1)

6. A virgin will give birth, and he will be called Immanuel (God with us)
Prophecy:

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).

Fulfillment:“The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God”
(Luke 1:35).

7. The Messiah will end up in Egypt

Prophecy:“When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my son” (Hosea 11:1).

Fulfillment:“So he [Joseph] got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said
through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son’” (Matthew 2:14-15).

8. The Christ will be born in Bethlehem

Prophecy:“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me  one who will be ruler over Israel,whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.” (Micah 5:2).

Fulfillment:“When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law,
he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this
is what the prophet has written:*“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”” (Matthew 2:4—6).



