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We are trying to meet the needs of our members and those interested in worshipping with us.
Many of us have gotten use to worship online, while others crave to be gathered, and still others don’t
have the ability or experience to get online. We have created a presence of Facebook Live for live worship
at 11 am, an ability to view the service on our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or anytime once the
service is finished on YouTube.com by searching for Elon Community Church. But we are trying to create a
safe environment for in-person worship as well and so far it has gone well.
Our in-person worship is designed to host up to 100 people. So
far, we have maxed out at 15 people. This means that having two services
has so far been unnecessary and we suspended 9:30 am worship in
August. Now we will offer it again, but will require that 10 people
minimum sign-up in order for that service to go forward. As always, you
must reserve a spot by Friday at noon so we can prepare your seat and be ready for worship with
minimal chance for contact. Please use the 11am worship as the main choice and only if 930 is your only
option choose that one. So, with this said, here is the September Schedule for Worship:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 - NO IN PERSON WORSHIP AND ONLY 11 AM SERVICE ONLINE
Pastor Randy will be doing a special worship service for Labor Day Sunday at a remote location.
No communion for this service.
SUNDAY, SETEMBER 13 - TWO SERVICES BEGIN AGAIN 9:30 & 11 AM IN THE CLC
Rally Sunday for Growth will be our theme! This is a chance to learn more about SHARING our
opportunities with others. This is a time to join one of our classes, share online worship with
people you know! We will share Holy Communion on this Sunday as well.
SUNDAYS, SEPTEMBER 20 & 27 - 9:30 & 11 AM SERVICES IN THE CLC
As fall unfolds, we have a chance to grow and worship together! I pray you will find the best
way to participate for you. If you can’t do any of these, please let us know at the church office by calling
so we can assist in a way to help make it possible!

We will be doing repairs for the next few weeks after an unfortunate
incident that leaked water into the ceiling damaging it and the carpet beneath
in the Sanctuary. Luckily, our insurance company will cover almost all the repairs. We will be back in the
sanctuary as soon as we can. We will keep you informed as our progress continues. Thanks to our
Trustees for doing such a great job getting this work done!
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A Corona Fall and Call
September is the official
beginning of Fall and Corona has not
subsided, nor have we the ability to
come back as we hoped to. You all
know this is unprecedented in the life
of the church, especially the idea that we cannot be physically
together for now 6 months! Therefore, we must proceed in the
creative direction of virtual worship, programming, and ways we work
together.
The Corona Virus has challenged us to do things we never
thought we would have to do. Mostly, we are being called to use
technology more than ever. Time in front of a screen, TV, or on a
phone has become a requirement if we hope to stay engaged. While
we have been venturing into small groups together to be at worship
in person, helping assemble meals for our “Feeding the Hungry Stone
Soup Ministry” program weekly, we may keep trying to find small
ways where these gatherings can maybe create a few new
opportunities for us. The bottom line is that we will not give up on
being the church and on you or each other during this time. Coming
to the end of summer calls us to continue to expand potential ways
to relate and grow while doing ministry and serving others.
So, you will be seeing in this September issue of the Torch
even more offerings and ways to engage. We are re-considering all of
our activities and seeing if and how they can be done in this new
reality. As October arrives and we consider our Stewardship campaign,
November arrives and we recognize all Saints Sunday and celebrate
Thanksgiving, and December brings us our cherished celebrations of
Advent and Christmas; we will keep building ways to celebrate in this

exception-filled time and re-creating experiences so we may not
forget, but even deepen our faith and expand the love and
ministry of the Church!
Even in a Corona Fall we are still the Church! The Church
always calls us forward in faith and who we are as the Body of
Christ can never be interrupted. We are facing some big disruptions
in the rituals we are so use to in the Fall, but if we persevere
knowing that we are not given guarantees on how we do things, but
who God is and what makes our lives whole; then we have even the
ability, as trying and different as it is, to welcome these new ways
and practices.
Being the Church is never easy as one might expect. We
are constantly being called upon to re-examine our ways of life. We
may even have to deal with issues that make us uncomfortable. The
coming together of many Summer gatherings has coalesced in the
“White Privilege Conversations” class that begins on September 16.
(See Article) Whether we like dealing with the things that we are
used to, unexpected calls challenge us to respond. I am concerned
that we may see more depression because of our prolonged
separations. What will be called to do? It is always something we
must be open to in faith.
So, here we are planning and presenting fall activities in a
very “unfall like” way! But, dear friends, we were not given a spirit
of timidity, we are called in a Corona Fall to be faithful, loving, and
more adventurous then we wish to be. The call is not from Corona,
but is from a God who lets us know that our comfort level is
secondary to loving spirit and how that will be practiced for a world
in need. Welcome always to the Church!
Love,

Senior Pastor’s Bible continues on ZOOM each Monday, but now at 4:30 pm. The move
was preferred to the old time. Hoping that maybe this new time will make it easier for you to
take part! We will be finishing the Gospel of Matthew soon and since this is such a special part
of the Gospel, it is fine to begin in September! We will be choosing our new venture and you
will find out our decision in the October Torch. Until then, each week the invitation our ZOOM
meeting comes either Sunday or Monday morning, so be on the lookout and join us!

Randy
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KICK Group:

The pandemic and stay at home orders forced us to not meet our KICK group since last spring. We
are going to resume on Sunday, September 20 at 4:30 on Zoom. This year’s theme will be “Loving
Our Neighbor.” Details on the Zoom link and information on our projects will be sent out to the
parents two weeks prior to the meeting.

COOL/EDGE Youth Group:

The first COOL/EDGE Youth gathering will be on Sunday, September 20 at 5:30 out on the lawn of the church. We will have a social
distance KICK off gathering cookout there on the lawn. Our plan is to make sure tables and seats are spaced out and we ask all
youth wear their masks except of course when they are eating. We will have leaders serve the food with masks and gloves. We look
forward to seeing all our youth who are able to come! In case rain, there will be an alternate date or plan!

Rally to Grow Sunday
Sunday, September 13 will be our Rally to Grow Sunday. This year our annual “Rally Back To
Church Sunday” cannot be what it usually is due to the pandemic because we cannot fill the church. We
do want to celebrate a Rally to Grow Sunday where we recognized the programs that this church still has
going amidst the pandemic. We have discovered with virtual church that we can share our services with our other Facebook friends. So we
encourage you to share by clicking the “share” on the Facebook Live feed, host a watch party, or share the link to our service via Facebook or
YouTube. By sharing our services, you never know who you might touch. I think I have shared this before, but one of my high school
classmates tuned in one Sunday to our service and said to me in a private message that he did not know there were Christian Churches whose
messages were like ours. You never know what sharing the message and the values of this church might help someone connect to our church
and see how we live the gospel message. Also on our Rally To Grow Sunday, we will recognize our teachers and leaders of our church’s
program. We will also recognize our third graders—Zoe Bourne, Lincoln Ramsey, and Simone Tang who will receive Bibles from the church. We
look forward to our Rally to Grow Sunday on September 13. Make sure invite others to tune in!

A New Chance to Stay in Touch
Starting in September and running through November (so, really not quite 90 days)
we will be forming small groups of 4-7 people to meet on their own schedule for support and
sharing. You all can meet:
1. Online on ZOOM
2. On the telephone with a Conference Call
3. Socially Distanced in Person at the Church with Guidelines
4.
Combinations of 1-3
Why? Our separation is doing a number on us that we may not be able to see. This is a chance to have a place to vent, share,
pray, and laugh. This is not meant to be a study group, but as groups form, you can decide if you want to add more. First, we need you to
contact us at eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com or call the church office at 336-584-0391 to let us know you are interested. Groups will be
assembled and a facilitator assigned to make sure you meet during this 90 day window. Take a chance and be a part of this time to be in
relationship with others above and beyond your family or friend networks! Contact as soon as you can!
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Halloween Trunk or Treat 2020 Style
Do you remember those hundreds of folks we had come through our parking lot and
Community Life Center last year for our annual Halloween Trunk or Treat? As you can guess, things
will need to be done differently this year in light of the pandemic. The Board of Christian Education
at its monthly meeting discussed how we might have a socially distanced, healthy style Trunk or Treat
this year. While not all details are in place, the plan is to have folks still setup decorated trunks, and
cars with the children may pass through the lot and wave to the folks. We will distribute bags of
candies to our children at the end of the tour through the parking lot. This will happen on Sunday,
October 25 at 5 pm. What do we need from you? Candy and trunks. Our plan is offer this only to
our church children and the cub scouts pack that meets at our church. You may either drop off a
bag of candy at the church or give money towards the candy if you do not choose to go to a store to purchase. Designate “Youth Fund” on
your check or online giving and we will have someone purchase the candy. If you would like to decorate a trunk, please email Monica at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. We intend for this be a great experience for our children to just get out of the house, enjoy some spooky
or funny trunks and get some treats! Look forward to your participation in this great event.

The Women's Fellowship will begin their new year with a ZOOM meeting on Monday, 10:30 am,
September 14, 2020. The invitation will be sent to all those members with e-mail addresses and anyone may
request to attend with their physical presence and sit in the CLC with distancing and wearing a mask.
Our programs for the year are entitled, “Into The Light; Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament”
by Lynn Miller, D,Min, Presbyterian Minister. They are so befitting to the times that we have been forced to
live in since Spring and will give us the opportunity to discuss our laments and find the path to a meaningful
life even with limitations. Our Senior Pastor, Rev. Randy Orwig will lead us in the first program and we invite
all the women of the
Join Meeting By Internet:
church to join us in
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85452793350?pwd=UEJvaXE2NkFkS3h6UHBHRFBxQlZFUT09
our fellowship of
Join Meeting By Phone: 929-205-6099
worship and service.
Meeting ID: 854 5279 3350
Call Jean Toms or Kay
Passcode: 913602
Elder, our Co-Presidents for more information.

VOTING: WHAT
IS YOUR PLAN?
This year it is imperative that you have a safe way to cast your vote. If
you live in Alamance County, you more than likely received an invitation to vote
by mail. If not, you can easily get information. If you plan to vote early, please
plan the safest way to accomplish this. Finally, if you choose to vote at the polls
on November 3, please make sure you have a way to be safe! Most of all, the
reason you need a plan is we all need to vote! Thank you for your careful
preparation and setting that plan today! Early prep and doing all things as early
as possible is key to a successful participation in this most essential part of our
service as citizens. Blessings in your deciding and the actions you take!

Five years ago Sherry Scott and I
were called by God to begin the Back Pack
Program at ECC. We were partners in
envisioning and creating the backpack
program. Sherry did all of the food
purchasing and we never had to worry
whether there would be enough food for us
to pack! At this time Sherry feels she must
resign from the program for health reasons.
We will miss you and wish you well.
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It's taken me my whole life to understand how privileged I am
simply to be born as a white male. I'm still learning. I'm looking for
other folks who are brave enough to explore this phenomenon of “White
Privilege.” Join Rebecca Cole-Turner, Tanya Kline, Annie McLane, and me in
a series of eight weekly Zoom sessions entitled “Conversations About
White Privilege,” beginning at 7:00 PM Wednesday, September 16. Sessions
will run one and one-half hours and will be limited to twenty-five Zoom
“windows.” Registration is required. We will follow United Church of Christ
curriculum prepared by clergy Traci Blackmon, John Dorhauer, Da Vita D.
McCallister, John Paddock, and Stephen G. Ray, Jr. (Curriculum materials
can be found at http://privilege.uccpages.org/.)Topics will include “The
Spiritual Autobiography Told Through the Lens of Race,” “Whiteness as
the Norm,” “The Cash Value of Whiteness,” and “On Becoming an Ally.” We
request strict confidentiality; Zoom sessions will not be allowed to be
recorded. We also request loving politeness, respect for others, and
willingness to look into ourselves. We will not discuss whether or not
racism exists. It does. I simply want to examine my whiteness, the
benefits I have received because of it, and how I can assist in using my
resources to increase the audience of those often silenced by racism.

- Dan Kuhn

REGISTER AT: https://forms.gle/TykYSBdFWqDSVfuc9

The Seekers’ Church School Class has is discussing a stimulating new book on Sunday mornings online through Zoom at 9:15 am. The
class runs approximately 45 minutes each Sunday morning and we’d like to invite you to join us virtually for our discussion and sharing.
The book is called Practicing Changing Yourself to Change the World by Kathy Escobar. If you’d like a copy of it, e-mail or call Ray Pollard or
Rev. Sharon Wheeler, and one of them will deliver it to you. They will also provide you with the Zoom contact info
you need in order to join the group on Sundays. Their contact info is:

pollardrg@yahoo.com
336-584-8722

wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com
336-260-9146

The blurb on the back book cover says: “From the masses of young people spurning organized religion to
faithful followers of Jesus, there is a deep hunger across gender, age, socioeconomics, and denominational backgrounds for practical, tangible ways to live a life full of love, mercy and justice in our divided world. But where do
we start? Pastor Kathy Escobar inspires and challenges readers to live their faith through real action using ten transformational practices, including listening more, including the marginalized, advocating for justice and mourning with
those who grieve. By putting our hearts, hands, and feet behind our good intentions, we can transform our groups,
our communities, and our world.”
The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study is now called Monday School, meeting every Monday at 5:30 pm! We are studying the Gospel of
Matthew in a verse by verse format with great discussion and insights from Pastor Randy. This is a great way to get to learn more about your
Bible and way the writers of the Bible share what we celebrate as Good News. To Join Zoom Meeting keep an eye out for the link in your Joys
and Concerns mailings every Monday. If you need more information, contact Pastor Randy at 336-214-1304.
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Virtual Meeting on August 18, 2020 – Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
Treasurer’s Report showed that we still have a YTD surplus. The Treasurer feels a bit better about our
financial outlook. In answer to a question about the CLC schedule printed in the Torch, Pastor Randy noted
that no events have been held there since March; however, Lori Watson communicates with each person
who has reserved the space and offers them the option of meeting in compliance with the Governor’s orders for social distancing.
Deacons “met” via email. They have been facilitating connections between member families through the 2019 Deacon Care Groups.
Trustees have installed new flooring in a stairwell. Caroline’s report mostly focused on a recent episode of water damage in the sanctuary. The
cause was a blocked condensation line in the HVAC system. (She assured us that it had nothing to do with the new roof!) Repairs to ceiling,
carpeting, etc. will be covered by insurance. The university made a lump payment of $20K as annual parking lot rental fee – half of which is
meant to offset the CLC loan, and half to support the Facilities Reserve Fund.
Board of Christian Education, with input from parents, is planning a socially-distanced Trunk or Treat this fall. They are requesting that church
members decorate trunks, but children will stay in their cars and “parade” by. A bag of candy will be given at the end of the drive-through
experience. (It will be limited to children involved in church-sponsored activities this year.) Patty also introduced a new adult education initiative
called Conversations about White Privilege. Participation will be limited to 25 Zoom “windows,” so sign up soon!
Missions & Outreach Board asked for Council approval to purchase and hang a temporary sign in the front yard of the church. The 3x5 foot
banner will display slogans that support the racial justice movement (with the same image as the yard signs distributed this summer). The Board
is planning toward their annual fall programs (like Crop Walk and Christmas Cheer), although the formats are changing. A small group of church
members is still working hard to support the Stone Soup ministry. 300 meals are prepared here weekly, but another entity picks them up for
distribution. Racheal assured us that the need is great. The church has now set up an account with US Foods to purchase food in bulk, which
will help ensure continuity of the project as it continues to evolve. Video are being created in support of upcoming UCC special offerings.
Board of Evangelism reported on their efforts to welcome students back to Elon University! Signs are being posted near the front façade to
explain how the church is operating due to COVID restrictions, and the “Our Doors are Open to All” display has been washed. They are
discussing ways to get feedback from visitors (and potential new members) who view our worship services online. Howard thanked Matt Stimpson
for testing the new Wi-Fi hardware to ensure that it was still fully operational after the sanctuary’s recent water damage incident.
Women’s Fellowship has introduced their new Bible Study program, a timely topic entitled Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of
Lament. They are trying to figure out how to reach women who have not been tech savvy. Council voiced support of their intention to conduct a
socially-distanced Pecan Sale, so we can count on those treats for Christmas 2020 despite the difficulties of handling orders safely this year!
Pastor Sharon has been actively engaging children and youth via regular deliveries of Porch Packs, each with a personal note inside! Virtual VBS
was a success. (18 youth participated, including a family that had recently moved away!) Randy encouraged us to check out the drama videos
(and blooper reel) Monica posted in Elon Alive! Facebook group. Youth leaders are figuring out details of an outdoor cookout, and Sharon hopes
to conduct a monthly virtual KICK event (via Zoom, similar to VBS), although children’s music rehearsals are all cancelled for the fall semester.
Pastor Sharon continues to network within the UCC and other area ministries.
Pastor Randy had a variety of uncommon topics to report on this month! The use of the street between ECC and Pandora’s has been changed
again. It is now 2-way in/out of our driveway but closed completely at the intersection with Williamson Ave. The closed off area is set up as an
outdoor meeting space with pavilion, and the Town’s Christmas tree will be stationed there this year! Council began a discussion about ECC
hosting a short-term art show consisting of a large hand-painted banner related to racial justice but tabled the decision until all Boards can
comment. A suggestion was made that we investigate recording “first hand” the story of Rev. Emmett and Kathryn Floyd’s involvement in civil
rights issues in the 1960s. Randy hinted at continuing improvements to our Worship technology. ECC’s fall committees (personnel, stewardship,
etc.) will begin meeting soon in a COVID-safe manner. He prays that the Elon students will comply with safety suggestions and be able to remain
on campus.
In contrast to expectations of “isolation,” ECC’s varied summer activities and the enthusiasm of fall plans caused the Council meeting to
last longer than usual! Randy is not hopeful that Boards can meet in person next month. Next Council meeting is tentatively set for Tuesday,
September 15, via Zoom.
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Stay Connected
on Facebook
with
Elon Alive!
Have you joined our private Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only. If you have
not received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have a
Facebook account in order to be involved. This is a great
place, safe for the whole family, to post pictures and
interact with other members while we are social
distancing.
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UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE, NO VOLUNTEER SHELTER MEALS
WILL BE SERVED AT ALLIED CHURCHES.
SHELTER EMPLOYEES WILL BE HANDLING
MEALS UNTIL JUNE 1 AT THE EARLIEST.
PLEASE CHECK FUTURE ISSUES OF THE
TORCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS.

An Evening with the wit and music of
In the Community Life Center

(Tentative Plans
in light of the
Pandemic)
Hosted by
Sheri James

Plan now to
attend!

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

Olga Griswold
Kaye Zinsmeyer
Lauren Hanley
Kay Elder
CJ Bateman
Millard Gold
Bev Orwig
Gertrude Liscum
Gail Orsvath
Vicki Price
Roberta Roeske
Ann Vickers

9/1
9/1
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/9

Wally and Roberta Roeske
Don and Barb Gerhardt
Bill and Betty Blanchard
Ron and Sue Baker
Matthew and Racheal Stimpson
Fred and Betty Kircher

Linda Vogg
Lynette Amick
Taylor Drummond
Philip Ramsey
Olivia Hopkins
Simone Tang
Martha Wilson
Martin Ziegner
Margaret McTaggart
Randy Orwig
Gwendolyn Martin
Evelyn Martin
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/14
9/17

9/10
9/10
9/10
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/15
9/19
9/19
9/19

Fiamma Lujan
Gavin Nicholson
Ray Covington
Judy Foxworth
Bill Menikheim
Brian Gold
Elizabeth Goodwin
Joann Peterson
Marlene Conner
Sherry Scott
Betty Strong
Sue Baker

Fred and Carol Lehman
Bob and Connie Martin
Don and Sherry Scott
Richard and Janet Allen
Larry and Betty Strong

9/20
9/20
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/30
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/28

Farmers Market Open and Thriving

Every Thursday, 3:00-6:00 pm. Please check out the
Market Facebook page to see available vendors and pre-order
vendors for each week!

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE PRECAUTIONS WHEN VISITING THE MARKET
- All vendors are spaced 10' apart from each other.
- We are encouraging customers to exit after making purchases
- All vendors MUST wear a mask/face covering.
- All customers also MUST wear a mask/face covering when they come to the market.
- We are encouraging everyone to social distance, especially while waiting in lines.
- Whenever possible products will be pre-package, pre-bag, and pre-priced.
- Vendors are wiping down surfaces with disinfectant frequently (tables, registers, phones,
any frequently touched surface).
- Vendors are encouraged to accept pre-payment or contactless forms of payment.
- No sampling allowed at Market at this time.
- All vendors are asked to wear gloves and masks/face coverings.
- We're asking customers, vendors, and staff to stay home if
they're sick.

Mailed: 8/27/2020

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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