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Listen Sisters! Our Link to Each Other! Share your News!
Vice President’s Message
Hello from Elaine Lust, Congregation Beth Yam, Hilton
Head, SC
I write to you about trips I
have made and will be
making – first to the
Sisterhood of Temple
Emanu-El, in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama and then, in May,
on to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
for the World Union of
Progressive Judaism
convention. I would not be able to be part of these
events had I not been a member of my sisterhood, the
Southeast District and North America WRJ.
Madi, Angela Banker and I went to Tuscaloosa for an
exciting two day visit. We conducted leadership
training and took part in a fabulous program about
Jewish food traditions with the sisterhood and many
members of local churches. The ladies of Tuscaloosa
were wonderful to us and the food they prepared,
which enhanced the program, was superlative!
I have visited sisterhoods in Charleston, SC, Augusta,
GA, Sumter, SC and Savannah, GA in my role as Area
Director and Vice President of GANS (Georgia, Alabama,
North and South Carolina) and many other locations as
a member of the SE District while attending biennials
and board meetings. Every time we, as a group, go to a
location, we are treated to hospitality as only Jewish
women can provide. I have conducted leadership
training, performed installations and introduced
Outreach to our District.
My work with WRJ at the district and national level has
given me great pleasure, allowed me to travel to
wonderful places and meet exciting women. I have

new role models; I have seen young women take on
the roles that will enhance our organization for now
and into the future; I have witnessed incredible
programs; I have heard exceptional women who
have made their way forward through WRJ and, yes,
had some wonderful meals. I have been fortunate
to have the support of my sisterhood who is proud
of my accomplishments as well as my temple family
who kvell every time I make a difference.
In this regard I urge you to become a leader and join
the many women who make up our present
leadership so that you can enjoy the opportunities
that will be offered to you as well as have a part in
shaping WRJ’s future. We are stronger together.

Next Newsletter coming Mid-May
Get your articles and pictures in!

A COMPETITION!
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A RENEWED NAME FOR OUR
NEWSLETTER. EACH SISTERHOOD HAS ONE ENTRY!
THERE WILL BE A PRIZE FOR THE SISTERHOOD THAT
CREATES THE NEW NAME!

Send to amyjaguar@comcast.net

Get to know Your Board
Betsy Brody
Area Director
From Temple Beth Shalom
Ocala, FL
At a recent District Board
Meeting we were asked to
submit articles about ourselves
and the jobs we do. SO, here
am I...
I am your Sister: Betsy Brody
Sisterhood has played a big
part in my life since 1974 when
I joined my local sisterhood in
Merrick, NY and became the
Social Action chair, almost
immediately. Since then I served in nearly every position at the
Merrick Sisterhood, except treasurer; served as an area director and
as Secretary for the WRJ District 3 (now the NE District). I served
6 years on the board of WRJ and during that time I moved to
Florida. Here I attended a South East District biennial in Boca
Raton, met the leadership, some of whom I knew from my time on
the WRJ board, and volunteered to help out as a Area Director for
the SE when someone had to resign because of health issues. I
have served as Vice President and President and Program Chair of
my current local Sisterhood at Temple Beth Shalom in Ocala since
I moved here. At the South East District I continue to serve as an
Area Director. This is a job I like because I get to connect with
presidents of locals and help them to feel part of the whole of WRJ
which is a mighty powerful and wonderful umbrella organization.

I am married, 53 years this
June, to Michael and we have
3 children: Jonathan (married
to Beth with 6 yr. old son, Joshua) works in sales and has
served as president of his synagogue’s Men’s Club; Rachel
who, with Tony, has given us a now 4 year old granddaughter,
Michele; and Richard a rabbi (teacher and director of Jewish
Life at Jack Barack Jewish Day School in Bryn Bawr, PA)
who is married to Rachel Kobrin (the rabbi of Adath Jeshurun
in Elkins Park, PA) who have 2 children: Noa (10) and Adin
(6).
Besides family, and WRJ I have been involved for 46 years in
the League of Women Voters. I gave time as a Literacy
volunteer after retiring from HS teaching in NY and now
volunteer as a Guardian ad Litem in the Dependency Courts of
Marion County, I am a mentor for a student at one of the local
high schools and Michael and I drive the Sheriff’s car in our
development for Community Watch. Besides volunteering I
absolutely love travel and photography. Michael and I have
been to most of the 50 states, much of Europe, Canada and
Mexico. Our most exotic travels include Australia & New
Zealand, China, Thailand, Antarctica and, most recently,
Vietnam and Cambodia.

A peek into the
Fried Leadership Conference
by Nancy Cohen, Georgia Area Director

WRJ SE District was well represented at the
Fried Leadership Conference in Austin, Texas.
Over 250 women from WRJ North America and
Israel gathered at the ATT Conference Center
in the heart of Longhorn Country January 29th
through February 1st for an amazing weekend
of learning, prayer, and fun. Highlights of our
trip included a tour of the Bullock Texas State
History Museum and LBJ Library, Shabbat
Services with music led by Julie Silver, a selfie
scavenger hunt, and a Saturday night
HoeDown with “boot scootin” line dancing and
photo booth fun.
Seminars covered topics including: How to run
an effective meeting, Creating meaningful YES
fund events, Dealing with Change, Leadership
growth and development, WRJ’s role in Social
Justice, Strategies for Membership, Marketing,
Social Media, Fundraising, and Programming.
Rabbi David Wolfman presented two amazing
programs that discussed engaging younger
women and “what is our why”.
At the YES Fund luncheon, speaker Rabbi
Galit Cohen-Kedem of Congregation Kehillat
Kodesh v’Chol in Holon, Israel spoke of how
WRJ and the YES fund helped her in becoming
a Reform Rabbi in Israel and starting a
congregation from nothing.

The Southwest district certainly showed us
their southern hospitality with fabulous food
and fun and everyone is getting excited to join
us when we welcome them to the 50th WRJ
Biennial in Orlando in November.
The Fried Leadership Conference is a great
experience with so many opportunities for
learning, networking, sharing ideas, and
connecting with rising and continuing leaders
from all of North America. Check out the WRJ
Facebook page for all the photos and videos
from FLC in Texas.

Board Report/Area Day/

News
Attention all sisterhood
Judaica shop chairwomen!
I am Bobbi Rosenberg, your new chairwoman of Judaica
Shops for our Southeast District. My hope is to accomplish
many ideas that will help all of our sisterhoods increase their
revenue. With your help, we can share ideas, vendors, and
grow our Judaica Shops.
I am asking that all Chairwomen of Sisterhood Judaica Shops
send me the name of one of your favorite vendors. I will
compile a list that would enhance your Judaica shops
availability to acquire many beautiful items that you may not
be aware exist from different vendors.
Please contact me at: bobbirosenberg18@gmail.com and I will
be working on the list for you.
Thank You.
Bobbi Rosenberg
WRJ Southeast Judaica Shops Chair

NEWS!
Congrats to:
Mindy Grinnan on the marriage of her
daughter!
Andrea Cannon on the marriage of her daughter!

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods
Congregation Schaarai Zedek
Tampa, FL
Shabbat Weekend with
President Blair Marks
Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood in Tampa celebrated its
Sisterhood Shabbat weekend February 20th through 21st
with WRJ President, Blair Marks. The weekend began
with a Shabbat dinner attended not only by Schaarai
Zedek women, but also members of other Tampa Bay
area sisterhoods, including members of the WRJ
Southeast Board. During dinner, attendees viewed a
slide show of CSZ Sisterhood activities and events.
Sisterhood members then led the Shabbat service
updated by Marcie Linder, CSZ Religion Vice-President,
with the help of Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro and joined
in singing inspirational music provided by the Schaarai
Zedek Koleinu Choir. As part of the service, Marks

delivered the sermon on the Heart of Sisterhood,
emphasizing the impact that sisterhoods have through
volunteering, fundraising, social action, and education.
The following morning, members of the CSZ Sisterhood
Board met for brunch and a workshop with Marks at the
Renaissance Hotel. She began by leading an animated
discussion about what each participant found to be most
valuable about participating in sisterhood activities.
Marks and CSZ President, Cindy Minetti, then had
Board members share ideas about the challenges of
growth and change on our sisterhood and ways to remain
inclusive while creating maximum involvement of the
membership. Ellen Petracco, WRJ Southeast VicePresident, also participated in the workshop discussion.
At the conclusion of the workshop, Minetti then gave
board members an assignment for the upcoming Board
meeting—to review the responsibilities of their position
and to prepare a list for discussion at that meeting.
Attendees thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to speak
personally with Marks, as well as learning the ways that
WRJ can serve as a resource for program needs of our
and other sisterhoods.
Marcie Linder
Religion Vice-President and Weekend Chair
Congregation Schaarai Zedek, Tampa, FL

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Shabbat Weekend with
President Blair Marks (cont.)

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Temple Emanu-El
Tuscaloosa, AL
Holy Nosh!
The Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama hosted a gathering of Sisterhood members and
invited guests from the community to enjoy the tastes of
the Jewish Holidays. Elaine Lust, the Vice President for
the Georgia, Alabama, North and South Carolina
(GANS) area was the guest speaker who provided
background and interesting tidbits on the foods of the
Holidays. The attendees ate and ate and ate – every
holiday’s food. We began, of course, with Shabbat and
we tasted Challah. Then we started the New Year, Rosh
Hashanah, with Honey Cake. Yom Kippur was next
with a sweet kugel followed by Chanukah – latkes! Are
you noticing a trend here – all starches and sweet!
Purim, our most fun holiday, provided the attendees with
a Hamantashen and finally, Passover Matzah. Do we eat
any vegetables?
Not only did Elaine Lust visit with our Sisterhood but
the day before we had a Leadership Education with our
own Southeast District President Madi Hoesten. Also in
attendance was Angela Banker, Sr. Area Director of
GANS. Our sisterhood proudly had 15 members attend
this education and great ideas were generated for

capturing more members and creating excitement for
participating.
Thank you Elaine, Madi and Angela for helping Temple
Emanu-El in Tuscaloosa – ROLL TIDE!
Amy Rogers

Welcoming guests to the Holy Nosh event.
Elaine preparing to speak.

Leadership Education with Elaine Lust, Madi Hoesten,
Angela Baker and the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El.

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)

The food is prepared and ready to serve.

What a Crowd (for Tuscaloosa)!

Our Fearless Leaders!

You can read the WRJ-SE Newsletter online at http://wrjsoutheast.org/newsletter.html Email the WRJ Southeast
District Newsletter to others in your sisterhood! If you would like to submit an article for the Newsletter, please
submit to Amy Rogers at amyjaguar@comcast.net

