SPECIAL JOINT MEETING
VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF LIBERTY &

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY

JULY 29, 2013
A Joint Meeting of the Village and Town Boards was held on July 29, 2013 at the Village Municipal Building, 167 North Main Street, Liberty, New York. Mayor Daniel J. Ratner opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PRESENT:
Mayor Daniel J. Ratner Sr.; Trustee Joan Stoddard; Trustee Corinne McGuire; Supervisor Charles Barbuti; Councilman Maurice Gerry; and Dean Ferrand.   Also Present: Judy Zurawski, Village Clerk/Treasurer and Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk.
ABSENT:
Trustee Ronald Stabak, Trustee Luis Alvarez, Councilman Thomas Hasbrouck, Councilman Chris Austin; and Councilman Dean Ferrand.  

ALSO         Village of Liberty Police Chief Scott Kinne, Town of Liberty Budget and    

PRESENT:
Accounting Coordinator Cheryl Gerow, Town Finance Director Earl Bertsch, Deputy Town Clerk Sara Sprague, Henrich Strauch (Liberty CDC), John Theadore, Marc Baez and Usher Jalas. 
 
DISCUSSION ON ANNEXATION OF 1885 ROUTE 52 LLC 

Mr. Theadore (Attorney for Usher Jalas) explained that Mr. Jalas would like to annex into the Village of Liberty to obtain services from the Village, most importantly the water/sewer utilities.  He said it would also benefit the Village with the tax revenue it would generate.


The Board explained that once the petitions are filed a Joint Meeting can be set, most likely in September.


MARC BAEZ – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Marc discussed ideas that would better market the Town of Liberty and the Village of Liberty.  He stressed that job creation is extremely important for economic development.

The Joint Boards discussed the fact that many people would like to see more restaurants.

Mayor Ratner mentioned the fact that Ulster Armory is relocating to North Main Street which will create several jobs.

The Boards discussed the tax abatement law what will hopefully benefit the Town and Village.  Mayor Ratner said the Liberty Luxury Apartment (Buckley Street) will fit into this ordinance.

TAX EXEMPTION AND SOCIAL SERVICES IN NEW YORK STATE
The Board discussed the costs of the Social Service System in Sullivan County and New York State.  The Board said they would like to invite Legislator Cora Edwards, Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther and Senator John Bonacic to a meeting to discuss this matter and to see what progress is being made.
Trustee Stoddard said she would work on this issue with Supervisor Barbuti. 
OTHER BUSINESS  
The Joint Boards discussed the following issues:

· The lighting that was installed by the State and the fact that some is not working and some have been knocked down.
· The Green Door Magazine that is publishing locally and marketing in the City. 
· A possible casino for the former Grossinger site and the zoning issues that need to be dealt with before November 7th.  They said lobbying has been heavy in New York City and it is important for the Town of Liberty and the Village of Liberty to pass a resolution in support of casino gambling.

· Briefly discussed the college and the tax free zones.

· On a personal note, Trustee Stoddard congratulated Trustee McGuire on her coaching position at Sullivan County Community College.

JOINT MEETING SET

The next Joint Meeting was set for Monday, September 30th at 6:00 p.m. at the Town of Liberty.  
ADJOURN:
Motion by Trustee Stoddard, seconded by Trustee McGuire and unanimously carried to adjourn the joint meeting at 7:10 p.m.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





JUDY H. ZURAWSKI, CLERK/TREASURER
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