L O C A L

E D

By Rich Douglas, CPCU, CIC
L.F. Robbins Insurance Agency

As we enter into the warm months you can see families everywhere opening up their pools. Pools are lots of fun but they
do have insurance implications on both the property and the
liability side of insurance.
On the property side it depends on whether it is an in or an
above ground pool. If it is in-ground then it is considered
other structures and your policy automatically provides
10% of what the dwelling limit is. If your home is insured
for $300,000 then you have $30,000 of coverage. This limit
though applies to ALL of your other structures so if you have
more than the limit provided, consider increasing that limit.
An above ground pool is considered personal property and
would be included in that limit which is typically 70% of your
dwelling limit. On the same $300,000 home you would have
$210,000 of coverage for all of your belongings and your
pool. For most people this would be plenty of coverage.
Unfortunately what is covered by the home policy for above
ground pools leaves a lot to be desired. A loss caused by the
weight of ice and snow, earth movement, sub-surface water
and damage to pool liners due to animals is not covered.
Hmmm, pretty much everything that can happen to an above
ground pool. Some carriers offer a special above-ground
pool endorsement that will cover these perils for about $0.86
per $100 in value, pretty cheap!
On the liability side, pools can be an attractive nuisance. The
pool owner is liable for anyone who uses it whether they
have permission or not. Items such as diving boards and
slides can make your pool ineligible to many carriers. More
than 1,000 children drown in swimming pools in the US each
year. Countless more are severely injured. Your home policy
comes with $100,000 of liability coverage with the ability to
increase it to $1,000,000. If you have a pool, increase it to
the maximum limit your carrier will allow and inquire about an
umbrella policy.
Pools provide endless hours of enjoyment during the dog
days of Summer but if you have one, please talk to your Independent Insurance Agent about how you can best protect
both your property and liability exposures.
Rich Douglas is a licensed Insurance
Agent at L.F. Robbins Insurance Agency,
87 Main Street, Pepperell, MA 01463.
Rich and his wife Kristy have lived in
Pepperell for 20 years and have raised
their 2 children here. He has been an
Insurance Agent for 28 years.
You can contact Rich at:
Cell: 978-857-6295
rdouglas@lfrobbins.com
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Summer Fun!
Pools & Your Home Policy

FOR OVER

It’s Summer &
Time to Live Life More
and Worry Less!

• We can help you maximize insurance protection while minimizing 		
your insurance costs!
• We are always available to answer questions, deal with life
difficulties and give you supportive services
whenever they are needed!
• We can review your insurance and
help you choose an appropriate
plan so you can live life more
and worry less this summer!

Call 978-433-2777!

For a complete insurance review to
make sure all your exposures are
covered including your swimming pools
and summertime toys.

L.F. ROBBINS INSURANCE
WE COVER YOUR INTERESTS

87 Main Street
18 Main Street, Unit #204
Pepperell, Massachusetts 01463
Townsend, Massachusetts 01469
Tel 978-433-2777, Fax 978-433-6425, gallantins.com

The BIG

SUMMER SALE!

10% OFF

All Hardwood Flooring

Up To 15% OFF
All Carpeting

$25 OFF

All Vinyl Flooring*

10% OFF

All Curtain Orders
Materials Only.
One coupon per customer.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Offer good with coupon only.
*On orders of $200 or more.
Expires 7/31/16.

TOWNSEND
FLOORS & INTERIORS

The Right Choice the First Time!
SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS
241 Main Street, Rt 119, Townsend, MA 01469, townsendfloorsandinteriors.com
Hours: Wed 9:30am-5:30pm, Thurs 9:30am-7pm, Fri 9:30-5:30, Sat 10am-4pm

Call: 978-597-6220

