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Have you ever been involved in a project that was
a great success, only to have those around you not
recognize it, or worse yet, see it as irrelevant or
unnecessary? That is a demoralizing situation to
be sure. But, as difficult as circumstances like this
may be for an individual, it is even more difficult to
comprehend that the successful work of so many
people – who deliver public transportation services
to millions of people across the country on a daily
basis – being identified as something not worthy of
ongoing federal funding. Yet, this is exactly the
crisis that faces our industry today, as discussions
continue in the Congressional arena related to
reauthorization of the Federal Transportation Act.
In February, I attended the Southwest Transit
Association’s annual conference in Denver, CO,
where hundreds of transit professionals came
together to discuss concerns related to the assault
on our industry by the House of Representatives
bill H.R. 7. Among other things, the bill aimed to
end long-term, dedicated funding for public
transportation systems by eliminating the Mass
Transit Account from the Highway Trust Fund.
Federal Transit Administrator, Peter Rogoff, frankly
described the bill as “... a rifle shot to the head ...”
of the public transit industry. Thankfully, due to the
efforts of many thinking organizations (including
our own NMPTA as detailed in the accompanying
letter) that legislation never made it to the floor of
the House for a vote. But, the ideas it contained
are still alive in the minds of many lawmakers who
don’t value the role transit plays in our nation’s
overall transportation system.

Certainly, partisan politics are playing a role in the
deliberations ongoing in the House, but the Senate
has passed a bi-partisan reauthorization bill (S.B
1813) that carries on the tradition of bipartisan
support for a balanced transportation policy that
goes all the way back to President Reagan. The
challenge before us, today, is to share our stories
of success, such that our representatives, on both
sides of the aisle, understand the critical role that
transportation options play in the quality of life of
their constituents: the elderly, young people, the
disabled, and environmentally or energy conscious
voters, to name but a few interest groups.
Nationally, transit ridership has continued to grow
in recent years, even despite reduced service
levels in many locales necessitated by tight
budgets. More and more people are seeing the
benefits of using public transportation and making
use of it. But for this success to continue, federal
investment in the systems that deliver the service
must also continue. Our collective work, in
delivering a quality product that people value and
utilize, must continue. And finally, our collective
voices must continue to be heard by our elected
officials, as we represent the interests of the
people we serve in our communities, day in, and
day out.
Thank you to all of you who have expressed such
sentiments to your Congressional delegation in
recent weeks, and to all who will do so in the
weeks to come. This is a cause worth fighting for.
Jon Bulthuis, President
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News from NM Department of Transportation
NMDOT Transit and Rail Division Announces the FY 2013 Federal Transit Grant
Awards
The New Mexico Department of Transportation’s Transit and Rail Division is announcing its
FY 2013 federal transit grant awards and is holding its annual Statewide Transit Budget
Award Meeting on April 25, 2012. Subgrantees submitted applications in August 2012 for
FY 2013 funding. The available federal funds will support capital, administration, and
operations at public transit agencies from September 1, 2012 through October 30, 2013. A
total of $12,506,954.00 in federal transit grant funds was awarded.
Section 5310
The agencies awarded funds under Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 for
capital assistance providing transportation to elderly individuals and/or individuals with
disabilities. Recommended budgets were consistent with the requested budgets except for
unallowable capital under the guidelines of the grant. Requests were funded at
$1,197,378.72 in federal capital funds. Funded awards increased by 16% from FY 2012.
Eligible applicants include private non-profit organizations, state, or local governmental
authorities, and operators of public transportation services including private operators.
32 transportation program vehicles were awarded to the following entities:
USC § Section 5310 FY 13

Awarded Agencies

Total Federal Budget Awarded (Capital
Only)

Adelante Development Center

$173,692.80

ARCA

$130,824.00

Coyote Canyon

$128,463.20

Door of Opportunity

$54,409.60

Family and Youth, Inc.
Go Fors Inc. Too

$55,316.80
$51,831.52

Good Samaritan Society -Betty Dare

$40,000.00

Las Cumbres

$60,160.00

Los Alamos County
Mature Diversity
Pueblo of Isleta, Elderly Care

$108,800.00
$28,800.00
$144,000.00

Share Your Care, Inc.

$56,028.80

Tresco Inc.

$121,600.00

Zia Therapy Center Inc.
TOTAL

$43,452.00
$1,197,378.72
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Section 5311
Section 5311 funds are used to assist with administrative, operating, and capital expenses in the
provision of general public transportation services in rural areas. There were 24 applicants for FY
2013 Section 5311 funding.
Recommended federal administration and operating grant awards for FY 2013 is $7,514,996.90 – all
rural public transit awards were kept flat from FY 2012, except for several agencies for which the
funding distribution index changed and the capital cost of contracting was eliminated. Additionally,
Ben Archer Health Care Center in Hatch, NM applied and received Section 5311 funds.
USC § Section 5311
Subgrantee

Adelante
Ben Archer
Carlsbad
Clovis
Golden Spread
Hobbs
Pueblo of Laguna
Las Vegas
Los Alamos
Milan Transit
Navajo Nation
Na Nizhoozhi
Center, Inc.
North Central RTD
Ohkay Owingeh
Portales
Red River
Rio Metro RTD
Roswell
Ruidoso Downs
City of Socorro
Southwest RTD
Taos
Zia
Zuni EE
Total

Total Federal
Budget Awarded
(Administrative
and Operation)
$32,631.50
$122,422.50
$275,729.40
$479,844.80
$101,362.20
$261,526.30
$92,115.30
$143,037.80
$709,684.70
$136,853.50
$355,368.40
$189,516.30
$1,087,040.00
$81,443.60
$85,486.00
$93,083.00
$874,652.00
$669,824.80
$146,465.70
$95,959.10
$546,176.00
$333,986.60
$454,108.40
$146,679.00
$7,514,996.90

Federal capital requests for Section 5311
came in at $3,540,258.97. For FY 2013
replacement vehicles will be funded by
Section 5309 (State of Good Repair Bus and
Bus Facilities Discretionary Program - Round
2). Section 5309 funds in the amount of
$1,750,000 are available. Capital federal
awards for FY 2013 rural public transit
(utilizing the Section 5311 funds) total
$696,480.00.

USC § Section 5311
Subgrantee
Total Federal Budget
Awarded (Capital Only)
Carlsbad
Clovis
Golden Spread
Hobbs
Pueblo of Laguna
Los Alamos
Navajo Nation
Na Nizhoozhi Center, Inc.
North Central RTD
Ohkay Owingeh
Portales
Rio Metro RTD
Roswell
Ruidoso Downs
Socorro
Southwest RTD
Taos
Zia
Total
Subgrantee

Hobbs
Los Alamos
Navajo Nation
Na Nizhoozhi Center,
Inc.
North Central RTD
Roswell
Ruidoso Downs
Socorro
Southwest RTD
Taos
Total

$34,800.00
$26,400.00
$3,000.00
$20,000.00
$2,080.00
$66,000.00
$104,000.00
$5,600.00
$289,000.00
$800.00
$5,200.00
$16,000.00
$15,200.00
$1,600.00
$2,800.00
$800.00
$1,200.00
$102,000.00
$696,480.00
Total Federal Budget
Awarded
State of Good Repair
$51,200.00
$488,000.00
$400,000.00
$88,000.00
$280,000.00
$152,000.00
$29,018.97
$31,440.00
$44,400.00
$184,000.00
$1,748,058.97
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Section 5316
The Job Access and Reverse Commute
(JARC) program, Section 5316, was
established to address the unique
transportation challenges faced by financial
assistance recipients and low-income
persons seeking to obtain and maintain
employment. Eligible activities include
operating expenses for projects that
transport low income individuals to and

from jobs and activities related to employment and for reverse commute projects.
Seven Section 5316 Job Access and
Reverse Commute (JARC) program
applicants requested a total $1,199,557.23
in FY 2013 federal JARC funds, and are
recommended to receive $829,987.00 —
which represents a 5% increase from the
FY 2012 grant award.

USC § Section 5316
Subgrantee

Total Federal
Budget Award

Carlsbad

$42,271.00

Los Alamos

$275,000.00

Milan Transit

$25,000.00

North Central RTD

$182,346.00

Rio Metro RTD

$226,500.00

SWRTD

$58,650.00

Zia Therapy

$20,130.00

Total

$829,897.00

Section 5317
The New Freedom Program, Section 5317,
provides new public transportation services
and public transportation alternatives
beyond those required by the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) that
assists individuals with disabilities with
transportation, including transportation to
and from jobs and employment support
services. Eligible activities include capital
and operating expenses for new public

transportation services and new public
transportation alternatives beyond those
required by the American with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (ADA), that are designed to
assist individuals with disabilities.
There were three applicants requesting
$514,052.00 in federal Section 5317 funds
for operating and capital. The total federal
funds awarded were $490,052.00.

USC § Section 5317
Subgrantee

Total Federal Budget Award (Operating and
Capital)

Carlsbad

$18,688.00

Hobbs

$71,500.00

Los Alamos

$399,864.00
Total

$490,052.00

For more information contact Marcy Eppler at 505-827-5435 or Marsha.Eppler@state.nm.us .
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ABQ RIDE Celebrates New
Mexico’s Birthday and
Makes Some History of Its
Own

News
From
ABQ Ride

The sounds of a locomotive whistle and
horns in Downtown Albuquerque, along with
car and bus horns statewide greeted New
Mexico the morning of January 6, at the
approximate moment the state officially
turned 100 years old. They were part of a
late morning celebration by ABQ RIDE at
Albuquerque’s Alvarado Transportation Center to kick off the state’s Centennial.
At 11:35 am MST, Mayor
Richard J. Berry rang in
New Mexico’s second
century of statehood with
a proclamation, followed
by 30 seconds of loud
blasts; from a vintage
locomotive whistle, New
Mexico Rail Runner and
Amtrak locomotive horns
and ABQ RIDE bus and car horns locally and
statewide. ABQ RIDE organized the ceremony as a way to honor the legacy of the old
Alvarado Hotel, which was once referred to
as “the physical soul of Albuquerque” and
which now provides the land upon which the
Alvarado Transportation Center sits.
“A hundred years ago, President Taft signed
New Mexico into statehood with the words “’I
am glad to give you life and I trust that you
will be healthy,’” said Mayor Richard J. Berry.
“A century later, New Mexico is healthy,
vibrant and helping lead the United States
through the 21st Century.”
The ceremony featured 1912-era songs from
the New Mexico Territorial Brass Band,
which also played New Mexico’s state song,
“O Fair New Mexico.”.
Commemorative
Centennial ornaments designed and assembled by art students at Van Buren Middle

School in Albuquerque were also given out
to participants at the celebration. These
ornaments are being archived as statehood
celebration memorabilia by the New Mexico
Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum in Las
Cruces.
Following the ceremony, Mayor Berry cut a
ribbon inaugurating a permanent display of
photos at the Alvarado Transportation
Center. They depict the storied history of the
Alvarado Hotel, along with a history of public
transportation in Albuquerque.
“Because it came unexpectedly in 1912,
there really was no fanfare around New
Mexico when statehood happened,” said
Bruce
Rizzieri, Director of ABQ RIDE. “We
wanted to give the day
the
fanfare it should
have gotten.”
ABQ RIDE also celebrated another milestone as more people
took ABQ RIDE during
calendar year 2011 than
in any other year in Albuquerque’s public
transportation history. And for the first time
ever, ridership from January through
December, 2011 on ABQ RIDE topped the
12-million passenger mark.
Latest figures show 12,373,445 passengers
hopped on ABQ RIDE during 2011. That tops
2010’s previous record for ridership in a
calendar year (11,527,241) by over
845-thousand passengers. It also represents
a 7.3% improvement in ridership from 2010.
“More and more, ABQ RIDE is convincing
Albuquerque’s citizens that it is a viable,
economical and even fun alternative to get
where you want to go around town,” said
Mayor Richard J. Berry.
“The numbers
speak volumes about the value of the service
being provided; ridership is increasing even
when gas prices have been decreasing.”
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ABQ RIDE also continued its hot streak
in January, 2012 as more people took
ABQ RIDE during January, 2012 than in
any other January in Albuquerque’s
public transportation history. And for the
first time ever, ridership for the month of
January on ABQ RIDE also topped the
one-million passenger mark.

Twice during the 2011 calendar year, ABQ
RIDE also achieved something it had never
before done in its long history, four straight
months of boarding 1 million-plus customers; from March to June and then again
from August through November. The new
record might have been five straight
months of 1 million-plus customers, had not
the deep freeze of early February, 2011
limited ridership for several days. 2011
also saw ABQ RIDE reach its highest-ever
monthly ridership total: 1,173,139 passengers during the month of September.
ABQ RIDE even showed improvement
during the traditionally-slow month of
December.
Last month, a total of 878,003 passengers
boarded ABQ RIDE buses, despite the
Christmas holidays and schools being out
for most of the month. That beat December,
2010’s total ridership by about 6500
passengers.
It also showed constant,
steady growth during a month which only
five years before was logging about
225-thousand fewer passengers.
And when it comes to overall growth, ABQ
RIDE has performed phenomenally since
2007. The 12-million plus passengers that
boarded ABQ RIDE buses in 2011
represents a 16% increase from 2009’s
total ridership and a whopping 26%
increase from 2007’s total ridership.

Latest figures show 1,051,721 passengers rode ABQ RIDE during January,
2012. That tops January 2011’s previous
record for ridership (937,027) by almost
115-thousand passengers.
That also
represents a 12.2% improvement over last
January’s ridership.
The milestone also reflects a continuous,
impressive growth for ABQ RIDE’s ridership
during the month of January.
2012’s
January total represents a 19.5% increase
in ridership over January, 2010 (880,390); a
27% increase over January, 2009
(825,841); a 33% increase over January,
2008 (789,072) and a whopping 42%
change over January, 2007 (738,347).
“I believe much of the credit should go to
our employees, who’ve managed to meet
Albuquerque’s big transportation growth
with just a few more routes, buses and
drivers than they had to work with in 2007,”
said Bruce Rizzieri, Director of ABQ RIDE.
“We hope to expand our resources in the
near future to continue to better serve
Albuquerque’s
growing
transportation
needs.”
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We Have Moved!

New Mexico Passenger Transportation Association
Address: P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174
The following NMPTA information will not change:
Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525
Email: info@nmpta.com

New Mexico Passenger
Transportation Association
P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525
E-mail: info@nmpta.com

