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Happy Easter!
Easter Reminders – Breakfast 10:00 – 10:40; Worship at 10:45;
Bring flowers to decorate the cross and your Special Day Offering.

OUTREACH
Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on Wednesday and Thursday, April 11th and 12th. See Signup Sheets on the board.
Community Meals
We will prepare the April 27th Community Meal at the Presbyterian Church on Thursday April
26th.
“Test Prep Allstars”
The Test Prep Project to prepare our community 5th graders for state assessment testing this
spring has started. Science is behind us with Reading and Writing, and Math to go! 6
different 5th Graders attended at least one Science section last week. Thanks to all who
have signed up to help. Reading and Writing Prep will take place on April 9 and 10, followed
by Math on April 16 and 17.

Easter Special Offering Calls Disciples Together
In nearly every corner of the world, Disciples are making a difference. Congregations, groups, and
individuals all across the U.S. and Canada, and their mission partners around the globe, are bringing
wholeness to their communities.
We serve meals to local homeless populations, tutor students after school, and speak out on issues
impacting our neighborhoods. We look for ways to partner with local organizations and other faith
communities, finding common cause to move us toward
shared visions.
When we give our time, talent, and treasure, we accomplish
more together than we do apart.
We know, however, that we are only able to share our own
gifts because we have received so much from God, whose
generosity overflows.
As the apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians, “And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so
that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:9-11
NRSV).
We can respond to God’s overflowing generosity with our own overflowing love. When we support
each other, we are sharing God’s love and our own, with each other, and with those who need it
most.
This Easter, your gift to Disciples Mission Fund will go near and far to share God’s
overflowing generosity and love, through general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in the United States and Canada.
When we work together to support our communities and our churches, through our gifts to Disciples
Mission Fund, we are living out our call to be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. We
are responding with overflowing love and support, given with deep gratitude for God’s overflowing
generosity.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Men’s Group News
The March Men's Group meeting was well attended again and a very good group they are.
I continue to be impressed by what the Men's Group has done in its first six months. Not only
including Fellowship and helping with supporting Outreach projects, but in strengthening
relationships, reaching out to support others and the growth of becoming the men that God
has made us to be. We have also shared times of fun and laughter, which is good medicine
for everyone. As for growth in Spirituality we continue viewing sessions of White Flag by
Andy Stanley and then have some brief discussions. Also with the current and upcoming

Test Prep Program and the delivering of the “Don’t Take Out on God What Man Has Done
info cards.
We discussed a Father's and Families program and also a retreat mostly regarding Opioid
Epidemic. It referenced the need for fathers in the family or for male role models for kids that
are around them to show that positive side of the male role related to the structure in the
home. It was presented with a spiritual impact and Bible reference to the topic. To summarize
the importance of the male within the home and the church and the fact that God has given
that challenge to men to be the leaders in their home, their church and when impacting
others outside of those roles.
Nothing new financially, however we still have the designated $300 for scholarships to Camp
Christian for kids in our congregation. We are challenging anyone, male or female to make a
special offering/donation for scholarships towards Camp Christian, or specific for Camp
Christian.
Test prep: we definitely want to recognize Terry for all the
work he has done in developing, preparing, and training for
those to help with instruction and for instructing the children
during the first session on the subject of science. We all know
that Terry's alias is Dr. Baker and he has so much energy
and excitement for the subject. We also want to thank and
recognize those who assisted Terry with the instruction,
provided snacks during the break and those attending the
parents that stayed in the sanctuary. I can tell you that the kids were excited and said that
they had learned a lot and I can also tell you that the parents were truly appreciative for our
church providing this service. We want to commend Terry for all of his energy and efforts that
he has put into this project.
Breakfast for the church on Easter morning. We hope that you will be able to partake in the
breakfast and that you find it tasty and enjoyable.
White Flag with Andy Stanley -we viewed sporting the second session of White Flag and the
idea around surrendering to God while dealing with the idea of God's loving grace is
continuous and that God would visit Grace does not want to pay us back, but rather bring us
back
Since April’s meeting falls on a Test Prep night we decided that with that and other things
that people are involved in we are going to cancel the April Men Group meeting. We will
reconvene on May 8th.
We are hoping that those that were not able to attend will join us on May 8th, which will be
our next Men's Group meeting and will be a time of fun and fellowship. We will meet at seven
o'clock and we are hoping that all the men will be attending
Look forward to seeing you at the next meeting!!!!
Thank you for your support!
The, (Your) Men’s Group

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Apr

1
8
15
22
29

Kathy Baughman
Jeri Pendergest
Jill White
Margaret Adamson
Mike Rosser

777-3698
608-5859
829-5690
939-2213
777-1828

May

6
13
20
27

Dean Schmidt
Claudette Thomas
Cindy Williams
Terry White

777-3738
894-6140
680-5767
829-5690

BONNIE’S BLESSINGS
“And through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” – Colossians 1:20
In a world that is measured by this or that, us or them, black or white, liberal or conservative
it is hard to find places of agreement. We all have opinions and they ALL matter. Tension and
hostility creep in to almost every conversation and every topic raised between two people
creating larger and larger divides. It’s hard to imagine, but we don’t always agree with one
another.
Thankfully, Christ takes on all of the divisions we create, the labels used to oppress and
separate. Everything converges on the cross in Christ for the restoration to wholeness and
meaning. Jesus Christ reconciles us one to another, for he overcomes all man-made
opposition and sinfulness. Think of any separations that are within your life right now. Leave
them at the cross this Easter and take the first steps to be fully reconciled in Him.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Church Office Closed
The church office will be closed on Monday in celebration of the Easter holiday. Normal office
hours will resume on Tuesday.
Behind the Scenes…
On any given Sunday, there are many different things that are completed to ensure we have
a wonderful worship experience in this community of faith. Diane Kinner works to type and
print the bulletin for us to follow during the service. Lynn Adams works with the choir and
musicians to provide special music. This same special music is intentionally picked to fit with
the scriptures and themes for the season. Lynn spends time each year preparing the music
and enabling people to share the gift of singing in worship. The Tech Team starts up and
prepares the sound system so we can hear/see everything just right. Margaret Adamson
organizes communion preparation to ensure the Lord’s Table is set, while Cindy Williams

ensures we have worship leaders. Todd and Jan Richards clean the church from top to
bottom, making sure that the church shines for those who enter.
Special services lead to even more behind the scenes work in the church. During Holy Week,
extra attention is paid to the worship space, insuring that every moment is thought out and
planned. It takes all of us, as a community of faith together, to make sure things get done
around the church not because they have to be done, but because they are important to us
to do so. If you see something that needs done in the church, help us out! If you know of
someone helping to make our church function, say Thank You.
Church Work Day
Don’t forget the upcoming Work Day on Saturday, April 21st. The Trustees will put together a
list of projects to be done and will have that available for you to see and sign up for projects
on Sunday, April 15th. We’ll meet between 8:30-9:00 am and work through the list. Please
come to help out if you are able. If we all share these tasks, it becomes easier for everyone!
March 2018 Financial Report
Simplified Report: Everything is fine with the church finances. Checkbook balance is high
because money has been moved from investments to pay for the first half of the remodeling
– and those checks (for remodeling) haven’t been written yet due to the delay in the permits.
Checking Account Balance at 3/31/2018: $29,509.05
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $333,575.00
March Income (Offerings): $4,599.79 actual, $6,826.67 adjusted
March Expenses/Outreach: $8,421.04 actual, $8,725.04 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the interest from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. It also uses normal expenses only. Insurance and
budgeted capital improvements are spread throughout the year. This provides a better month - to month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. No additional adjustments were made in
March.
Unlike the last few months, we’re seeing much higher adjusted expenses compared to adjusted
income. I’ve looked carefully at the budget categories, and when I take into consideration bills that are
paid once a year (several happen in the 1st quarter), expenses are not significantly over planned in
any budget category, and income is a little higher than expected. We are doing fine.

Fellowship Hall Remodeling
As you know, the remodeling did not start as scheduled. Our permit got rejected apparently
because the permit documents didn’t use the most up-to-date code information. New
drawings have been made, all questions were answered and the information will be taken to
Butler County as soon as it’s received. Hopefully we’ll have the permits soon. When we get
a new start date for the project, the congregation will be informed.
Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee (consisting of Bev Rosser, Diane Kinner and Bonnie Goodwin)
as well as the Elders have started putting together a slate of officers for the 2018-2019 year.

Our goal is to have this information together in time for a June 3, 2018 Congregational
Meeting. If you are asked to take a position, please give it your prayerful consideration.
Care Ministry
Though there are many items that fall under the umbrella of the Care Ministry Team, there is
one event that is coming up on Saturday, April 28 that you will be blessed by and you will
enjoy as you gain some insight to the third 30 of life. It will be presented by a wonderful
speaker named Chris Pomfret and the title is “Third Thirty-Making Your Third Thirty A Great
Thirty.” The “Third Thirty” is a concept focused on how the age wisely, happily, respectfully
and graciously, using our faith spirituality. It outlines the God-given challenges that we face
but often ignore. The Third Thirty opens our minds and helps us
generate the confidence we need to face and overcome those
challenges, whether we are a caregiver or someone approaching
our own “Third Thirty” or have parents or grandparents in the Third
Thirties or someone already experiencing the Third Thirty stage of
life. The event will be held on April 28th starting at 8:00 AM with a
light continental breakfast and the presentation will start at 8:30 AM
and the event and we will end with a lunch at 12:00 PM. Chris will
join us and you will have time to interact with Chris.
There will be a $10 registration fee to help offset the cost of the
event. If you are unable to cover the $10, please still plan to attend as we have some limited
funds to serve as scholarships. Please let John Pendergest or Linda Ashbrook know that you
are interested in attending the event. Currently it is only open to our congregation and people
that you may know who would be interested. However, starting on April 9th we will begin to
open it up to resources that we have throughout Hamilton, so please don't delay, let us know
as soon as possible and we will get a registration form to you or you can pick up a
registration form at the back of the sanctuary.
You may notice a piece of paper at the end of each aisle in the sanctuary speaking about “All
the Afters” regarding after you have gone through some form of grief or life changing
experience. There are many Afters, who will be there for all the Afters in your life?
Contact Rev. Bonnie Goodwin or Pastor John Pendergest
No matter how big or small the issue, it is important and we are here to help!
A Message from John Pendergest
As we have made it through the journey of the last supper, the carrying the
cross to Calvary, being nailed to the cross, then laid to rest in the tomb.
Then the New Covenant is complete. And then as it is written on the third
day he rose from the dead and claimed your victory over Satan and sin.
Praise be to God!
We have completed our journey through Lent and now celebrate the
season of Easter, the rising of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Just as
Christmas should not just celebrated one day a year, we should not
celebrate the victory of Christ only one day per year. I challenge you to
make the effort every day to thank God for the birth and the resurrection of

our Lord Jesus. May you also pray that God will help you to
become the man/woman that He created you to be. May you
wake with him each day in prayer and each night before you
close your eyes.
It's hard to believe that we have
completed one fourth of the
year 2018, but we have. With
this time passing many things have been happening within
our church. We have committees going, we have the
cabinet, we've had a number of fellowship gatherings,
we've had the beginning of our test prep program, and are
about to start construction in Fellowship Hall. All that
along with all the activities outside of the church like
Chosen and community meals. It has been exciting to watch. The other evening, on our
second night of test prep, I was talking with Bonnie and watching her get
things ready for Maundy Thursday and Good Fridays stations of the cross,
I was watching the ladies get the snacks ready for the kids and I was
looking into the sanctuary at the parents waiting for the children and
listening to music and slideshows provided by David, I told Bonnie how
refreshing it was to see so much activity in our church, that I could feel life
breathing within the walls of DCC once again.
So as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord during this Easter season, know that our Lord
is working with and through our church and as he breathed new life at Easter morning he is
breathing new life in us. Hallelujah ,Amen!!!
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor

BIRTHDAYS
April
John Pendergest
Cliff Shanholtzer

2
17

May
Nancy Ayers
Will Bennett
Frankie Ittel
Claudette Thomas
Margaret Adamson

7
11
18
23
27

PRAYER REQUESTS
John Pendergest, Jacquie Clingan, Logan Gebhart, Erick Adamson, Phyllis Jackson,
The Family of Kent and Scott Truman (Tammy Gross’ Grandsons), Mary (friend of Dean and Bev
Schmidt), Janet (Dean Schmidt’s Sister), Reena Grace Habel, Abby Williams

APRIL CALENDAR
1

7:30 a.m.

Sunrise Service -

19

25
28
29

6:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00-1:00.
10:45 a.m.

30

12:15 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Rivers Edge Amphitheater

2
5
8
9
10
11
12
15
16
17

10:00 p.m. Breakfast
10:45 a.m. Worship
Office Closed
6:30 p.m. Praise Team
7:15 p.m. Choir
10:45 a.m. Worship
12:15 p.m. Trustee Meeting
5:30 p.m. All Star Test Prep
5:30 p.m. All Star Test Prep
5:30 p.m. Chosen
5:30 p.m. Chosen
10:45 a.m. Worship
5:30 p.m. All Star Test Prep
5:30 p.m. All Star Test Prep

Disciples Christian Church
2047 Tuley Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45015

21
22
24
25
26

Praise Team
Choir
Church Work Day
Worship
Elders Meeting
Pastor Relations
Community Meal Prep
Safety Team Meeting
Worship
Third Thirty Event
Worship
All Star Recognition
Pot Luck Lunch
Newsletter Deadline

