
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
12 pm DSTE Board Meeting  Mississippi Coast Convention Center 

4 pm – 6 pm Large Equipment Move-In Mississippi Coast Convention Center

7 pm DSTE Board Dinner Beau Rivage

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
8 am – 4 pm Registration Open & Exhibitor Move-In Mississippi Coast Convention Center

9 am – 3:30 pm Alabama Ornamental & Turf Exam Review Mississippi Coast Convention Center

11 am DSTE Scramble Golf Tournament The Preserve Golf Club

11 am – 2:00 pm DSTE Softball Game Gulfport Sports Complex

5 pm Tailgate Celebration • All attendees & exhibitors welcome! The Preserve Golf Club

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
7 am – 4 pm Registration Open Mississippi Coast Convention Center

7 am Continental Breakfast Mississippi Coast Convention Center

8 am – 11 am General Session: Keynote Speakers  Mississippi Coast Convention Center

GENERAL  SESSION

8 am Tesla, Robots, and Truly Green Equipment • Derek Kaye, Whispr Innovations

9 am Title TBA • Tony Mancuso, Escondido Golf and Lake Club

10 am Golf and Sports Venues are Changing: Trends Impacting the Turf Industry • Nathan Crace, ASGCA, PLA, The Watermark Golf Companies

11 am – 5 pm Tradeshow Grand Opening Mississippi Coast Convention Center

11:30 am Lunch Mississippi Coast Convention Center – Tradeshow Floor

12 pm – 3 pm

Annual Business Meetings  Mississippi Coast Convention Center
12 pm Alabama Turfgrass Research Foundation
1 pm Alabama Turfgrass Association & Mississippi Turfgrass Association
2 pm Louisiana-Mississippi GCSA

12 pm – 3 pm Cornhole Tournament Mississippi Coast Convention Center – Tradeshow Floor

3 pm – 5 pm General Session Mississippi Coast Convention Center

GENERAL  SESSION

3 pm New Tools in the Poa Management Toolbox • Dr. Becky Bowling, University of Tennessee

3:30 pm Trends in Bunker Renovation, Re-Design, and Restoration • Nathan Crace, ASGCA, PLA, The Watermark Golf Companies

4 pm High Tech Meets Turfgrass Management: Trends to Watch For • Amy Wilbur, Mississippi State University

4:30 pm Hasta La Vista, Weeds: Terminating Weed Control Issues with AI-Based Targeted Applications: 
Achievements, Aspirations, Anticipations (and Roadblocks Ahead) • Dr. Pawel Petelwicz, University of Florida

4 – 6 pm Tradeshow Closing & Exhibitor Move Out
Dinner on your own
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
7 am Continental Breakfast Mississippi Coast Convention Center

8 am – 12 pm Breakout Sessions Mississippi Coast Convention Center
Golf Sessions Sports Turf & Grounds Sessions Lawn Care & Landscape Sessions Sod Production Sessions

8 am

WATER You Doing 
about Water Quality
Dr. Becky Bowling, 

University of Tennessee

Overseeding Sports Fields: 
Agronomic Considerations

Dr. Barry Stewart, 
Mississippi State University

Cultivating Sustainable Landscapes 
with Integrated Pest Management

Dr. Eric DeBoer, 
Louisiana State University

Mowing Technology 
for Sod Farmers
Dr. Scott McElroy, 
Auburn University

9 am

Managing Environmental 
Risk Factors on the Golf Course

Dr. J. Bryan Unruh, 
University of Florida

What to Choose From and 
What to Wait For: Trends in Warm-

Season Turfgrass Breeding
Dr. Marta Pudzianowska, 

Mississippi State University

Robotic Lawn Mowing & 
Battery Electric Landscaping – 

Pushing for Change
Derek Kaye, Whispr Innovations

Optimal Nitrogen Rates and Compost 
Utilization for Sod Production

Dr. AJ Lindsey, 
University of Florida

10 am

Winter Management of Ultradwarf 
Bermudagrass Putting Greens

Dr. Eric DeBoer, 
Louisiana State University

Traffic Tolerance of New 
Bermudagrass Cultivars

Dr. Dave Han, 
Auburn University

Herbicide Headaches: 
Understanding Possible Reasons 

for Herbicide Failures
Dr. Pawel Petelwicz, University of Florida

Soil Health Characteristics 
in Sod Production
Jason Eberhard, 

Mississippi State University

11 am

Recruiting, Training, and Retaining 
a Qualified Workforce 

Tony Mancuso, Escondido Golf 
and Lake Club

Overseeded and 
Non-Overseeded Sports Fields

Dr. Scott McElroy, Auburn University
Dr. Jay McCurdy, 

Mississippi State University 
and Dr. Pawel Petelewicz, 

University of Florida

Potential Strategies for Reducing 
Fertilizer and Irrigation Inputs

Dr. AJ Lindsey, University of Florida

Landscapes are Changing: 
Are Sod Producers Prepared?

Dr. J. Bryan Unruh, 
University of Florida

12 pm CEU & Pesticide Sign-ins and Expo Adjournment




