3rd Sunday of Easter

April 30, 2017

Daily Mass Intentions
St. Theresa’s
Tues. May 2
Wed. May 3
Thurs. May 4
Fri. May 5

9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
9:00am

Rose Sasinek †
Maria Macorig †
All the intentions in the book
1st Friday of the month
(memorial book)

St. Catherine’s
Sat. May 6

9:00am

Angelina Grbac

†

Liturgy
Please join us for contemplative Taizé prayer with adoration on
Friday, May 5th from 7 to 8 pm in the church. Taizé prayer is
the meditative repetition of short scripture-based songs with periods of silence. It becomes a beautiful prayer of the entire being. For
more information, please visit: www.taize.fr. All are welcome to
attend!
Our Lady of Fatima: we will celebrate this 100 year Anniversary
of Our Lady's first appearance to the 3 little children on Saturday
May 13th with an hour of adoration from 2:30 - 3:30. We will also
offer our faith-filled parishioners an opportunity to take part in a
Rosary Crusade from May 13 - May 31 to pray for Our Lady's
special intentions. There will be further details in the next bulletin!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------During the Easter Season the Church has chosen, as the first readings, selections from the Acts of the Apostles, the historical narrative of the early days of the Christian Church; the founding of the
Church on Pentecost and the influence of the Holy Spirit on the
apostles; the miracles and the expansion of Christianity throughout
the eastern Mediterranean world. Although the readings provide
only a small part of St. Luke's accounts of these times, we gain
some understanding of the activities of Peter, the other apostles, St.
Paul and Barnabas as they undertook to spread the gospel.
May 1st begins the month chosen to celebrate Mary,
adopted by the Church in the eighteenth century. The
liturgy is that of the Easter Season and the liturgical
colour is white, a symbol of light and joy. The Holy
Father's intention for the month of May 2017 "That in
every country of the world, women may be honoured
and respected and that their essential contribution to
society may be highly esteemed". As we pray the
Rosary during this month of May let us not forget to
add this intention to our personal needs and those of
our St. Theresa's community.

Divine Mercy Sunday: Thanks to all who crowded the chapel on
Apr. 23 to pray in gratitude to our dear Lord for His Gift of Divine
Mercy!
A matter of some substance has come to Parish
Council from both parishioners and our pastor,
Fr. James; and it is a matter that needs your
prayerful thought and consideration.
It has been noted, with concern and sadness, that our Mass Celebrant cannot join the congregation after Sunday Mass. As a result
of time constraints, Fr. James (or the Celebrant) leaves us immediately after Mass with no time available to spend in community with
us. This is a loss that many of us have felt, and many have
expressed. We all know Fr. James to be an exemplary priest in the
discharge of his duties; but the time burden leaves us with an
important element of our pastoral time with him unfulfilled. We
have felt it, as has he.
A solution may be to move our Sunday Mass from 9:30am to
9:00am. Parish Council was asked to make enquiries of the various
committees that might be most affected by a time change. These
enquiries resulted in uniform support for further exploring the idea
of changing our Sunday morning Mass time.
I can speak as a parent of children, including a teenager - I find
time on Sunday morning precious and we always feel rushed to get
to Sunday Mass for 9:30am. But even with these realities, I would
give up half an hour to be able to spend more time with Fr. James
and to see the positive effect I believe it would have on our
community. This isn’t about me or any one of us - it is about what
is best for building and strengthening the St. Theresa’s Parish
community.
One of the main goals of St. Theresa’s is to grow our faith community. That is what will sustain us and keep us a vibrant and viable
parish. This goal is negatively impacted by the reality that our
Pastor is not able to spend time after Mass with parishioners. Fr.
James cannot process from the alter to the back of the church,
greeting us in our pews. He is not able to personally welcome new
or potential new parishioners, letting them know he is a caring part
of our parish life. Fr. James cannot stop in on our Religious Ed
classes on Sunday mornings, greeting the children and letting them
know him better. He is not able to have short conversations with his
flock or generally engage in these sorts of pastoral elements with
our Sunday congregation. This is a huge loss to each of us individually and to St. Theresa’s as a community.

Parish Council, driven by the comments of parishioners and our
Pastor, wants to create a more positive experience at Mass and to
enhance our pastoral life. Of course, we do not want to do anything
that might cause us to lose parishioners. Therefore, at this time we
want our community to know that we are exploring the idea of
moving St. Theresa’s Sunday Mass to 9:00am. We want what is
best for the parish, and what is “best” can only be determined with
appropriate feedback and dialogue. Over the next weeks we will be
asking you to share your thoughts. The above is to give you a reference point as to why this discussion is coming forward.
Some of the benefits of a time change are set out above; of course
there are also potential burdens. We want to explore them all so as
to come to a significant consensus amongst our congregation as to
the best time for our Sunday Mass, given all of the parameters set
out above and those that arise in our discussions.
Please each of you - give this some thought. Thank you.
Libby Kinghorne, Chair - Parish Council

Religious Education
This Sunday, April 30th there will be children’s liturgy during the
9:30am Mass.
Join us to celebrate with the Grade 2
children as they receive the Sacrament of
Holy Eucharist on Sunday, May 7th
during the 9:30 am Mass. There will be a
reception in the church hall. All are welcome to attend the celebration! We are
kindly asking for dessert contributions to
be dropped off in the church hall before
Mass. Thank you for your generosity.

Scholarship and Bursary Opportunities
Vincent & Eileen Coy Scholarship and K of C Halifax 1097 Vincent & Eileen Coy Scholarship and K of C
Halifax Council
1097 Knights of Columbus, Halifax Council 1097, invite applications from Catholic students who plan to attend university or community college in the upcoming academic year for the Vincent &
Eileen Coy Scholarship. This is a non –renewable scholarship. Application forms are available at the parish office.
Students attending other parishes within the Archdiocese of Halifax
–Yarmouth, who are associated with members of Halifax Council
1097, are also eligible to apply. Selections will be made by the K
ofC Halifax Council 1097 Scholarship Committee. Deadline for
application is by May 15th, 2017. Further information may be obtained by email: kofchalifax1097@gmail.com
Alexander and Maude Ferguson Bursary - The bursary is
awarded on a one-time basis only to registered members of St.
Theresa’s Parish, who are graduating from High School and who
are planning a full year of post-secondary studies at University or
Community College. Applications are available through our parish office. Deadline for applications is June 2nd.

Parish Council Posts
At this month’s Parish Council meeting, we focused on upcoming
events. A gentle reminder of our Spring Clean-Up/BBQ on Saturday, May 6 from 10 am – 12:30 pm. Together, we can make St.
Theresa’s the best church property on the Peninsula! This year,
our children will be celebrating the sacrament of First Communion
on Sunday, May 7, at the 9:30 am Mass. If you have a sweet
tooth, consider bringing along something for our dessert table. All
parishioners at Sunday Mass are welcome. Religious Education
needs teacher volunteers for September – no teaching experience
required, just a love for sharing your knowledge and experience
with the youngest and brightest of our church community. Contact
Pat in the office at 902.454.8221 or sttheresachurch@ns.sympatico.ca. Help St. Theresa’s grow and thrive. Till
next time.

Parish News
Groceries for Phoenix House - Next weekend, we will be accepting donations of non-perishable food items for the youth at Phoenix
House.
Donations may be left in the box at the Seaforth St.
entrance or on the bench at the main entrance of the church.
CONGRATULATIONS to George Sassin who won
$154.00 with Registered Number 137!
Play your registered number(s) each week by placing a red sticker
with your number on a TOONIE and drop it in the drop boxes located at the North and Seaforth Street entrances of the church before the draw on Sundays. A supply of red stickers are available at
the drop box locations. Each Sunday we will draw a number and
the winner will win half the take with the remainder going to the
church.
Next Draw Date: Sunday, April 30, 2017
Play your toonie(s) at next weekend’s masses before 10:45 am
on Sunday. Should you have any questions email TRIPLET@eastlink.ca. Thank you for supporting our fundraising initiative
and good luck in the draw.
Juke Box Saturday Night
Last Saturday night’s dance party was a success –
we had a great turnout and raised $1105.00. Top
dance tunes from the 50’s onwards had dancers of
all ages on the floor until midnight. Spot dances, a
raffle, bubble gum blowing contest, jive demonstration and competition were highlights of the evening. From the Step Up Committee thank you to everyone who pitched in to help and to those of you
who attended and brought your family and friends. Your support of
our parish community is appreciated.

Tuesday, May 2nd Youth Group will meet in the
Rectory from 7-9.

Finance Corner
Finance Corner will return next week!

