MARS UP CHURCH
We are your hometown church: Faithful to Tradition, Loving in Fellowship & Reaching for Tomorrow!

May 2017

I hope you and your family attended one or
more of the worship opportunities the week
between Palm Sunday and Easter. For many
congregations, this is one of the busiest and
most holy times of the church year. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ, is central to Christianity. In I Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul
wrote about an account of the resurrection
that had been passed down to him. After going through the details of the Resurrection,
Paul launched into a defense of the resurrection. In good rhetorical fashion, he made an
important statement that people no doubt
have been asking themselves since Christians were first called, "People of the Way".
Paul wrote, " If in Christ we have hope in this
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied."
Yet Paul does not leave his readers without hope. In his next sentence he wrote, "But
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep." This is a central claim of Christianity.
Jesus Christ is simply the first person to taste the fruits of the Resurrection and all those
who are followers of Jesus, who are a part of God's covenant community, will also taste
the first fruits of the Resurrection.
Finally, Paul quoted a rhetorical question from the Hebrew prophet Hosea, “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
For Christians, death is no longer victorious, and it has no sting for all those who are followers of Jesus. In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we can affirm, "… thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
As the Easter season continues and we all deal with the question of the power of the
Resurrection over death, may we remember Paul's encouragement to "be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is
not in vain." Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory!
With Christ's love for All,
Pastor Ed

At Deep Sea Discovery VBS, kids dive into God’s presence by delving deep into His Word to see how He has
been with His people every step of the way. Every kid will
sail away each day saying “God is with me – wherever I go! He KNOWS me, HEARS me,
STRENGTHENS me, LOVES me, and SENDS me!” Hands-on service projects and sea
science will help kids experience a VBS adventure like no other!
Please mark your calendars, registration forms will be available soon.
We will need many volunteers to minister to the children. Please consider how God can
use you this summer to impact the lives of children in our community.
Questions or willing to volunteer? Please contact the church office @ 724
724--625
625--1365
Background Clearances are needed for Adults to participate and help with VBS. These are
free and can be done at the church office.

MAY Volunteers for 2017
MAY Nursery
May 7– Natalie Llewelyn
May 14 –Dave McElhinny
May 21—Donna Guenther
May 28—MaryAnn Croop

MAY Muffin Crew
May 7-Pam and Linda
May 14-Mother’s Day Cake
May 21-Pam and Linda
May 28

MAY Greeters
Elder-Bob Riefer and Deacon-Karen Goul
MAY Tarry N Talk Hosts
Christian Education committee: Alma Staskiewicz, Herb Wellman,
Bill Wentling, Sharon Gibbs, Jenny Ivory, Jill Cooper
MAY Flowers for Worship
Sunday’s Available for May are 7th and 28th
Sunday May 14th—Bob and Sue Cox
May 21st-Marie Matthews

The Count is IN!!
Through the support of Mars UP Church and all the hard work of the children we raised
$294.00 toward supporting our compassion children!! This will support our two girls for
over 3 months. Our children have learned about serving & caring for others and ensuring
others have the opportunity to be told about
Jesus! Thank you for all
your help.

MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SUPPORT OF MARS UP CHURCH. IN
WEEKS LEADING TO EASTER SUNDAY, WE COLLECTED ALMOST $400.00

THE

One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes the love of Christ real for individuals and
communities around the world who suffer the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic
hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts of money and time. Today, projects are
underway in more than 100 countries, including the United States and Canada. In the 1990s,
receipts have exceeded $20 million annually. While specific allocations differ in each denomination, all use their One Great Hour of Sharing funds to make possible disaster relief, refugee
assistance, development aid and more.

8:30 Am and 10:00 Am
June 11, 2017

What's in the MUP Attic? So far,
we have:
1 wheel chair
1 shower chair
3 raised toilet seats
2 walkers
1 cane
1 pair crutches
If you need to borrow one of
these items, or you have any additional items that might be useful
to add to this list, please contact
Diane Wentling at 724-625-0208
or diwent9@gmail.com Thank
you!

JUNE 11, 2017
ADAMS TOWNSHIP PARK IN THE TOWNSHIP
PAVILLION
(DOWN BY THE PLAYGROUND)
HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS AND
BEVERAGES PROVIDED. EVERYONE IS
ASKED TO BRING A COVERED DISH.
GAMES, FELLOWSHIP FOR ALL!
TIME TBD

REESE HOUSE UPDATE
As a follow up to our March 5, 2017,
Congregational Meeting, when we
discussed the sale of the Reese property,
we are happy to announce that the sale
was officially closed on April 20, 2017.

May 5 and 6, 2017
Celebrate the new year on the planet Mars in the
town of Mars! Highlighting exploration and
innovation by celebration.
PASADENA, Calif. — Katie Beckwith’s entire life has been an orbit around
Mars.
Beckwith not only attended the Mars School District and graduated from Mars
High School in 2007, she is now employed with the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., working on NASA’s future voyage to Mars.
“I like to think that when I came to interview at the JPL they gave me a job on my
merit,” Beckwith said, “but I really think they were so excited to hire a Martian.”
She said her co-workers at NASA are delighted at the name of her hometown in
Western Pennsylvania.
“People just get a kick out of it when I say I’m from Mars,” Beckwith said.
The daughter of Robyn and Louis Beckwith of Harmony, Katie has been employed with NASA’s JPL for three
years.
She said her childhood dream to work for NASA began at about 9 years old, when she and her father hopped
into the car and followed the Hale-Bopp comet down Route 228.
“That moment really kicked it all off for me,” Beckwith said.
Her teachers at Mars were all too happy to perpetuate her fascination, and Beckwith took nearly every science course the district offered.
“I had one of the best support systems in the Mars School District,” she said. “Many science teachers encouraged me to pursue science.”
While at Mars High School, Beckwith attended the Westinghouse Science Honors Institute and the state Governor’s School on Healthcare, where she got a pre-med experience.
“I thought it would be really interesting to learn how the human body might react in a space environment,”
Beckwith said. “That’s a cornerstone at NASA, how the body reacts without gravity.”
After graduation, Beckwith enrolled at the University of Pittsburgh, where she studied material science and
engineering.
“Hey, I’m a Pittsburgh girl,” she said of her choice to study at Pitt. “I’ve got to stay local.”
While at Pitt, Beckwith served as an intern at General Electric Aviation. She worked on everything from applied engineering to high-temperature metallurgical applications to turbine engines.
After graduating from Pitt in 2012, Beckwith landed a job with Alcoa Power and Propulsion in Hampton, Va.
She worked there for about a year on the impact of high temperatures on metal alloys.
Having married in the interim, her husband got a job with NASA at JPL as a navigation engineer working in
the field of trajectory. Beckwith had planned to attend graduate school in her new home of California, but her
husband encouraged her to apply at the JPL.
“So I did, and I got a job,” she said.

Beckwith’s title is materials and processes engineer. As such, she
helps select materials that are suitable for various projects or that
maintain the integrity of a design, ensures that performance objectives are met, and studies whether materials to be used on crafts
flown in other gravity, such as Mars, won’t be compromised by that
atmosphere.
Beckwith is one of the NASA experts from the JPL who will travel to
Mars — the town — in May to participate in the second Mars New
Year.
She is working on a technology demonstration project for the Mars New Year that involves flying a helicopter on the Red Planet. Her work includes studying what design would be best and the limitations to flying a
chopper on Mars.
“I think it’s the coolest thing,” Beckwith said. “I love coming to work every day.”
She will also give a number of presentations and serve as a judge for the Meet the MARS Challenge!, a
school program that presents a hypothetical situation in which 100 people are traveling to the Red Planet to
live. The students must come up with problems, issues or challenges they would face and create a solution.
“I’m so proud of my hometown because I’ve seen how much effort the mayor and the committee have put
in,” Beckwith said of the event. “My passions are coming together and I couldn’t be more proud on both
sides.”
Mars Mayor Gregg Hartung is excited that a native daughter will return for the Mars New Year.
“What a wonderful opportunity for the Mars School District to have one of our graduates doing such cool
work for NASA,” Hartung said. “As a Mars graduate myself, it was fantastic to talk to Katie about how important a quality education is to inspiring today’s students to possibly be an engineer or scientist who will
help reach the Red Planet.”
MOTHERS DAY PROGRAM
May 14th during the 11:00 Service
Alma’s Angels Performing
Performance by Preschool Children
Flowers for all Ladies
Some special surprises for Mother’s also!

PASTOR ED’S INSTALLATION SERVICE
Sunday, May 28th at 4:00 p.m.
All are invited and a Reception will follow in the
Fellowship Hall.

MARS UP STUDENT MINISTRY PAGE
What you need to Know about!

Let’s Check out what’s going on this month
for Mars UP Student Ministry!
MAY
MAY 7TH- Normal YG
MAY 14TH - MOTHER’S DAY / No Youth Group
Enjoy some time with MOM!!!!!
MAY 21ST LAST SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH
GROUP AT Normal Times

CREATION
We still have some room for anyone wanting to go to Creation. We
are also looking for a Female
chaperone. If you are interested in
going to this Christian Event,
please notify the office.
What is Creation???
It is a fun filled four days of Christian Artists and speakers. Hosted
at 250+ acre Agape Farms in Mt.
Union, PA. Largest Christian
Event in the nation. COLLEGE
STUDENTS WELCOME!!

Youth Director Search

The most important
thing we can do to
assist the committee in
their search for a new
youth director is to pray.
You may remember we
had a covenant to pray
every Thursday in our
last search. Let us now
renew that covenant in
our new search and to
follow the admonition of
the Apostle Paul to
pray faithfully
“without ceasing”.

Looking ahead to May,
June, and July…
June 4th last Sunday school
June 11– Church Picnic
June 28-July 2nd - Creation Fest!!

MARS UP
July 10—July 14 MUP VBS week!
6:30—8:30pm each evening
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for VBS,
If you are interested, please see
Pastor Ed ,Alma Staskiewicz, or
call the office at 724-625-1365

TARRY N TALK HOSTS: Christian Education Committee: Alma Staskiewicz, Herb
Wellman, Bill Wentling, Sharon Gibbs, Jenny
Ivory, Jill Cooper

May 2017
Sun

Mon

1
1:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 Bldgs. &
Grounds Mtg.

Tue

2
9am A-Team

7:00 p.m. AA

6:30 Griefshare

7

8

8:30 Early WorshipCommunion
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Wors
12:15 Christian Ed
5:30 Youth Group
7:00 Youth Group

6:30 Griefshare

14

15

9
9am A-Team

7:00 p.m. AA

8:30 Early Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
MOTHERS DAY

8:30 Early Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
5:30 Youth Group
7:00 Youth Group
Nursery: Donna
Guenther

28
8:30 Early Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
4:00 Pastor Ed Installation
Nursery: Mary Ann
Croop

22

7:00 Deacons
Meeting

29

Memorial
Day

3
9:00a.m.
Material Girls

10
9:00a.m.
Material Girls
7:00 Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

17
9:00a.m.
Material Girls

7:00 p.m. AA

7:00 Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

23
9am A-Team

24
9:00a.m.
Material Girls

7:00 p.m. AA

7:00 Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

30
9am A-Team

31
9:00a.m.
Material Girls

7:00 p.m. AA

Thu

4

Media Worship
Meeting @ 6pm
7:00 Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

16
9am A-Team

Nursery: Dave
McElhinny

21

Wed

2:00 Reading
Martians
7:00 Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

11

Fri

Sat

5

6

Mars New
Year

Mars New
Year

12

13

19

20

26

27

9:00 a.m.
“Fiber Arts”
7:00 p.m. Stewardship

18

7pm Session
25

SAVE THE DATE!








MAY 5, 6—MARS New Year Celebration
May 14-Mothers Day Program
May 28—PASTOR ED’S INSTALLATION
June 4th Last Sunday School
June 11th Church Picnic
June 11th Worship time change 8:30 and 10:00
June 28th Youth Leave for CREATION

Contact Us
Stop by the office, email
or give us a call for more
information.
Mars UP Church
232 Crowe Ave
PO Box 805
Mars, PA 16046
(724) 625-1365
marsup@mars-up.org
Visit us on the web at
www.mars-up.org
We’re also on Facebook!!

Join us for Worship
Sunday’s at 8:30 & 11
Prayer Chain:
mjaiken@zoominternet.net

Daisy Snow the new “MUPette” in Training

Mars UP Church
232 Crowe Ave
PO Box 805
Mars, PA 16046

