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TRADITION
At this time of year, families around the world enjoy
traditions, some passed down for so many generations it's sometimes
hard to pinpoint where they started. Holiday traditions often represent
something to look forward to, like opening one gift on Christmas Eve,
traveling to visit a relative you seldom see, or simply receiving mom
and dad's undivided attention as they take time off work.
One young man recently told me tradition meant more to him
when he was younger. As an older teen, his priorities are different
and life is more complicated, with increasing responsibilities and less
carefree days as adulthood approaches. He pointed out that traditions
are meaningless unless you have someone to share them with, stating:
"The reason we have a big Thanksgiving dinner is to spend time with
people we care about. If there's no one else around to share your
tradition, it's just another day... and you might as well have a turkey
sandwich by yourself."
In the movie Fiddler on the Roof; Tevye explains the importance
of tradition to a culture: 'Here in Anatevka, we have traditions for
everything. How to sleep. How to eat. How to work. How to wear
clothes. . . .For instance, we always keep our heads covered, and
always wear a little prayer shawl. This shows our constant devotion
to God You may ask, how did this tradition get started? I'll tell you.
I don 1 knOw. But it ~ a tradition. And because ofour traditions, every
one of us knows who he is and what God expects him to do. Without
our traditions, our lives would be as shaky as ... afiddler on the roof!'
Traditions illustrate who we are and what we value. They
instill a sense of unity; shared memories or activities to rally around,
a common thread weaving individual members together into a family
or cultural unit.
What traditions do you enjoy? Do you plan to pass them along
to your children when you are a parent? Perhaps you will, or perhaps
you will start your own. Whatever traditions you observe, Starsongs
wishes you a joyous, prosperous season.
Chere Poole
Associate Editor, Starsongs Magazine
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Congratulations to Alyssa Liljequist, the winner of a $15.00
cash prize! Alyssa placed first in the Creating Your Characters
With Real Stuff contest, featured in conjunction with Shellie
Neumeier's adult guest article in the Fall 2011 issue. Keep an
eye out for more Starsongs contests and you could be our next
winnerl
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Page 20:
The Christmas Gumdrops
By Jessica Staricka

A: My sister went to a convention two years ago for
her birthday, and we made a costume for her. It seemed
really fun and interesting so I said "Hey, why don't we
go again this year?"
Q: I was surprised to see a "dance off' as part of an

anime convention. How does dance relate to anime?
A: Music is a big part of anime, so of course dancing
is too. They have raves every night of the convention,
where you can crack open a glow stick and show people
your dance moves if you want.
Q: That must have been a lot of fun! Has anyone in
particular influenced your dance style?

A: Michael Jackson, Napoleon Dynamite, and my Dad.
Q: What did you have to do to win the dance off?

A: There were 12 people in the competition, and 11
rounds. I danced in 4 rounds until it came down to me
and another person, and I won.
Q: How was the winner chosen?

Extraordinary Kid:
An Interview with
Sterling Williams
Nine year old Sterling Williams had no idea
when he attended the Arkansas Anime Festival in
Bentonville, Arkansas, that he would come home
with a dance championship. Sterling was one of the
youngest entrants at the annual event, sponsored by
the A2F Arkansas Anime Festival Committee. He
shares with Starsongs his many interests and talks
about the day he won the hearts of the festival crowd
in a multiple-round dance off.
Q: Sterling, how long have you been interested in

anime?
A: Since I was about 6 or 7
Q: What is your favorite thing about anime?

A: It has a lot of action and adventure, and I like the
characters.
Q: What initially sparked your interest in anime?
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A: The judge would stand by each dancer and hold her
hand up to see which one got the most screams and
yells from the crowd.
Q: That must have been exciting... and loud! What

was your prize as winner of the final round?
A: A whole bunch of Japanese candy including this
special kind that I really like called Pocky, and two
Japanese Sodas and Props.
Q: What were some of the other things you enjoyed

about the festival?
A: There was a costume contest where you could
dress up as your favorite anime character. I dressed up
as Edward Elric from Fullmetal Alchemist. I got the
costume for my birthday, and I won a judge's pick as
one of the best.
Q: What do you do for fun when you're not attending
anime festivals?

A: I like skateboarding, riding my bike, playing video
games, reading, doing origami, and playing soccer.
Q: Do you have a favorite video game?

A: There are always new games coming out so it's
hard to pick just one, but right now I would have to
say my favorite one is Sly Cooper and the Thievius
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Raccoonus. Sly is a raccoon that's trying to save his
family name.
Q: What got you interested in origami and what sort
of things have you made so far?

A: I read The Strange Case of Origami Yoda about a
year ago and I started getting into origami a lot. It is a
ritual in China. The first thing I made was an origami
Yoda, and the second thing was a crane. At the end of
Darth Paper Strikes Back I learned how to make an
origami Darth Vader, which was a lot of fun. What I
like most about it is you get a piece of paper and start
folding and eventually end up with all types of animals
and other things.

Q: Favorite author?

A: I have two, Tom Angleberger and Sam Bartlette. I
really like the Origami Yoda books.
Q: Favorite artist?

A: Vincent Van Gogh
Q: Where did you learn about Van Gogh, and why is
he your favorite artist?

Q: Any advice for other kids who might want to
compete at something?

A: We studied his paintings in art class at school. Starry
Night is one of my favorites because I like the colors
and shapes in it. It has a lot of blue, and that's my
favorite color. When I look at it, it makes me feel kind
of sad and lonely. He wasn't a very happy guy when he
was alive, but he was kind of dramatic. That's what I
like about his paintings, that they are dramatic.

A: Just believe, don't give up, and don't cry if you lose.

To view Sterling's winning dash, go to:

Q: Any goals you're currently working toward?

htt.p:l!www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZWY6 j29VjO

A: Right now I'm learning the dance from Napoleon
Dynamite for next year's festival.
Okay, now a few fun questions!
Q: Favorite food?

A: Japanese
Q: Favorite dancer?

A: Michael Jackson

Sterling Williams is an elementary
school student at E-stem Public Charter
School in Little Rock, AR. He lives in
a historical home in downtown with
his mom, dad, sister, and dog Miguel
Simone. Sterling practices origami
every day, which he learns from books
and videos on YouTube. He plays
several positions on his soccer team,
"The United" with the Little Rock
Futbol Club but enjoys playing goal
keeper the most. Sterling aspires to be a
video game designer when he grows up.
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Since its inception in the Fall of 2010, Starsongs covers have reflected a "star" theme. Now; we appeal to our
readers to send us photos and/or original artwork that we can use for future Starsongs covers. Simply capture the
"star" theme with your work and send to starsongs.mag@gmail.com in jpeg format. We pay $10.00 per cover
photo/artwork plus acknowledgment credit to the contributor within the magazine The neat thing about this
contest is that there will be more than one winner as we need covers for at least the next year!
Starsongs
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should; a list of "do's" rather than "don'ts" in
words.
Let's go back to the topic of bullying in school
for example. After doing your research, verifying y
facts, and perhaps interviewing people involved, y
could propose several things a student could do
prevent themselves from becoming an unwitting bull
Ask your readers to ask themselves how they woul
feel if someone were to say something hurtful to them
falsely accuse them, or threaten someone they
about. Try to get them to think about how they woul
feel if the shoe were on the other foot.
When writing about something important
you, remember to maintain your objectivity, do y
research, verify your facts, ask thought-provokul~
questions, strive for balance and be gracious. You j
might find yourself winning battles without ever liftin
a sword.
Chere Poole is a single mom of two
the world's greatest kids. She has
online telecom and energy franchise"
but creative writing has been her pas
since a 7th grade teacher first encoura~\:;u
her. She enjoys writing
children's stories, articles, blogs, ;
and inspirational romance. She has
in 9 states so far on both the west
east coast, in the northeast, midwest
south, and beautiful Honolulu, Hawaii
and dreams ofmaking Colorado her
home. No matter where she lives Chere is always writing. She
she can't help herself, it's what she loves.

