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TRANSFIGURATION THEN & NOW
The season of Epiphany began on January 6 with the arrival of the Magi visiting the newborn

Jesus. This story shows that Jesus was God’s son from birth as he was both human and divine. On
Sunday, February 11th we close out this season of Epiphany with another Gospel story of the divinity of Jesus. We call it the Transfiguration, the moment when the disciples saw both the human
and divine side of Jesus. This spiritual change was both frightening and exciting for Peter, James
and John. Let’s take a few moments to look at what this transformation of Jesus meant for them
and what it means for us today.
We will hear that Jesus took these three men up a high mountain and there he was transfigured before them and
his face shone like the sun. Moses and Elijah appear and are talking with Jesus. Peter isn’t sure what to make of
this so he asks a question about putting up tents so they can all stay and savor this moment for awhile when suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with
him I am well pleased; listen to him! And in the next moment, the vision was gone. How startling this must have
been for the three disciples. Did it really happen? Was it all a dream? What did it all mean?
Now we might ask ourselves, why was this epiphany, this transfiguration of Jesus from his human to divine state
“wasted” on only three people? Why wasn’t this great revelation given to the multitudes like the feeding of the
5,000? Why didn’t this event happen in front of all the inhabitants of Jerusalem? Wouldn’t this have been a better
way to convince people that Jesus really was the Son of God? But no, this entire show was given for the benefit
of the three disciples and they are ordered not to tell anyone about it.
So, what are these disciples of Jesus going to do with this information? They are going to ponder it so their belief
in Jesus as the Christ will increase and when the time is right, they will share this experience with others to help
build the community of faith. I also think that this passage is a good example of God’s desire to be intimate with
each of us on an individual level.
These three men had been following Jesus around
for some time and yet they were still trying to figure him out. Was he a teacher, a sage, a prophet, a
healer a miracle worker? They struggled with this
question and finally Peter acknowledged that
Jesus was the Christ – the anointed one of God.
But even then, did he really comprehend what that
meant? Probably not, so he and the others needed
a little more help to gain a clearer understanding
that Jesus was God – hence they encountered the
transfigured Jesus on the mountaintop.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Feb 4 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Feb 11 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
Feb 14 – 5:00 pm ASH WEDNESDAY
Feb 18 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Feb 25 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
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TRANSFIGURATION THEN & NOW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

My sense is that all of us at Nativity would benefit as well from a profound experience of Jesus as God. I know
I have wrestled with my understanding of who Jesus is and how His identity impacts me. I certainly would like
a clearer picture of Jesus too. Wouldn’t you?
Have you ever had a vision or dream about God? Maybe you have had an experience in nature or an encounter
with other people where you really “felt” or experienced the presence of God? How did you communicate that
experience with others? Or did you? I believe that all of us have such experiences, but how do we share them
with our friends, family and with each other?
I think that sometimes when we have an experience of God, an epiphany when we recognize God in our lives we react just like Peter and we are left speechless out of fear. Other times we do not think anyone will believe
our story, even if we feel safe to share it.
We are called, however, to share these experiences especially with our loved ones and our community of faith.
This strengthens our faith as we share our experiences of God with each other. How can we talk about God to
our friends, co-workers or people we meet if we can’t share with other believers sitting around us? So I would
invite all of us to think about our experiences of God and to share just one example with another person. Can
you do it? Will you do it? If you do, you may find yourself transformed by this encounter with Jesus just like
Peter, James and John did!

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP TIMES
For our services during Lent, Holy Week and Easter we will once again accommodate Fr. Steve’s schedule that will
allow him to be at Nativity and St. John’s on these same days. Time changes for services are being made at both congregations. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility as we prepare to celebrate these important days in our
church year.

Service Days & Times at Nativity
Ash Wednesday
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

February 14th
March 25th
March 29th
March 30th

Easter Sunday

April 1st

5:00 pm
9:00 am
5:00 pm
4:00 pm Stations of the Cross
5:00 pm Good Friday Service
9:00 am
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PREPARING FOR LENT
Lent originated in the early days of the Christian Church as a time
to prepare for Easter when the faithful rededicated themselves and
when catechumens (converts) were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. There are traditionally forty days of Lent (not
counting Sundays) that are marked by prayer, fasting, self-denial
and almsgiving.
Many people give something up for Lent. Whether this is a food,
behavior or some other pleasurable past time, embracing this type
of fasting is an excellent discipline to help us control our body
and mind. Others, however, add something into their lives that
will bring them closer to God, e.g., prayer, journaling, bible study,
spiritual reading or practices of piety. And there is always the option of doing something like donating money to charity or performing acts of service to help out those in need. Lent is our
liturgical season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a time for
reflection and taking an inventory of our lives, our faith and our
relationships, especially with God. Throughout this time of preparation we admit that we all have faults. We confess our failings to
live up to the promises we have made to our spouses, families,
friends and God – then we seek ways to bring healing, forgiveness
and reconciliation into these situations.
This season of the church year is a perfect time to explore various
ways of growing in our Christian faith. We may set out to discover
new spiritual paths or reconnect to prior practices that have sustained us in the past. During Lent we pause to evaluate our individual and corporate spiritual health. How are we living out the
gospel in our families, parish schools, places of work and broader
community? In what areas should we celebrate our efforts? Which
places need attention? I invite you to enter into this holy season
of Lent with open hearts and minds. May God bless you and keep
you during this time of spiritual exploration and renewal as we
await the coming of Easter.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Our Lenten season begins on Wednesday, February 14th. On this day we come together to pray and have ashes
smudged on our foreheads to remind us of our mortality and our need for forgiveness. We acknowledge our
regret and sadness for those things we have done or left undone that have hurt others and ourselves. We understand that sin is a reality in our individual lives and in our corporate humanity because we are all part of a
fallen creation that does not always practice love the way that God intends. Our Ash Wednesday service will
be at 5:00 pm.
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CLARENCE BENNETT PARTY
On Saturday, January 27th an impressive group of
people came together at Nativity to celebrate with
Clarence as he prepares to move from Michigan
to be closer to family in the Washington, DC area.
People from Nativity and from two different
choral groups where Clarence used to sing, came
to honor him. If you would like to send a card to
Clarence Bennett it may be mailed to him C/O
Chad and Mary Creager, 350 S. Grey Road,
Auburn Hills, MI 48326. Thanks to everyone who
made this party possible!

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

FEBRUARY CALENDAR EVENTS
Feb 1
Feb 4
Feb 14
Feb 18

-

Sacred Spaces Meeting 5:00 pm
Annual Meeting
ASH WEDNESDAY 5:00 pm
BC Meeting

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
cell: 248 705-9695

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager
BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

