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(ATLANTA – August 19, 2008) Today, EPA Regional Administrator Jimmy Palmer recognized TDK Components USA, Inc., 

as a recipient of the 2008 Performance Track Environmental Performance Award. TDK is one of two companies in the 

Southeast and just five nationwide to receive this award. TDK is also being recognized for their acceptance to the highest 

level of the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia, an environmental leadership program for Georgia businesses.

“We are recognizing TDK for its outstanding commitment to consistently exceed environmental requirements,” said Jimmy 

Palmer, EPA Regional Administrator. “This has allowed TDK to continuously improve on its environmental performance and 

reduce its environmental footprint.”

”Members of the Partnership for a Georgia such as TDK lead the way in implementing sound environmental practices, while 

recognizing that what’s good for the environment can also be good for the bottom line,” said Suzanne Burnes, Manager of 

the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia.

TDK manufactures multi-layer ceramic chip capacitors at its Peachtree City, Ga., facility. From 2003-2006, TDK achieved 

the following environmental results while increasing its production by 28 percent: 

• Reduced total water use by 38 percent, or more than 1.1 million gallons, by analyzing electroplating process line 

rinse flow rates. 

• Reduced non-transportation energy use by 17 percent and associated greenhouse gas emissions by nearly 700 

tons of carbon dioxide, through the installation of a more efficient lighting system, upgrading to more efficient 

equipment and consolidating operations to two buildings to allow increased time for shutdown. 

• Reduced the use of copper paste by 36 percent, nearly 3,500 pounds, and the use of caustic soda by 53 percent, 

about 21,600 pounds.

"TDK is honored to have been selected among our peers in the industry to receive this prestigious award,” said TDK 

President Masatoshi Fujimoto. “The award represents a confirmation of the numerous improvement activities implemented 

at TDK in working toward reducing our environmental footprint."

Since the program's inception in June 2000, Performance Track membership has grown to more than 500 facilities in 49 

states and Puerto Rico, and members have made more than 3,500 commitments to the environment. Through their 

combined environmental efforts, Performance Track member facilities have reported cumulative reductions in water use of 

5.2 billion gallons, greenhouse gas reductions of 309,780 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent, increases in use of 

recycled materials in production by 559,991 tons and conservation of 16,809 acres of habitat. Many members' achievements 

address issues that are vital to the health of our planet, but are not covered by current regulations.

The Performance Track program recognizes and drives environmental excellence by encouraging facilities with strong 

environmental records to go above and beyond their legal requirements. Members typically set four public, measurable 

goals to improve the quality of our nation's air, water and land. Members include major corporations, small businesses, and 

public facilities that are steering a course toward environmental excellence. 

Program information, summary of member benefits, application guidelines and a complete listing of facilities that are 

Performance Track members can be found at: www.epa.gov/performancetrack

Free and open to any business, the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia was established by the Pollution Prevention 

Assistance Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to foster environmental leadership and recognize 

superior environmental performance. The Partnership offers a variety of incentives, including cost savings through increased 

efficiencies, potential regulatory flexibility, free technical assistance and training, and access to networking and mentoring 

among peers, state and local officials. For more information visit: www.p2ad.org

Receive our News Releases Automatically by Email

Search this collection of releases | or search 

all news releases

 Get news releases by email

View selected historical press releases 

from 1970 to 1998 in the EPA History website.

Recent additions

04/10/2013 NEWS BRIEF: U.S. EPA 
issues permits requiring 
upgrades to Northern 
District and Agana sewage 
treatment plants

04/10/2013 EPA To Hold Second 
Budget Call Due to Earlier 
Technical Difficulties

04/10/2013 EPA’s FY 2014 Budget 
Proposal Maintains the 
Strength of Federal, State, 
and Tribal Core 
Environmental and Human 
Health Protections/FY 2014 
Request Focuses on 
Transforming the Way EPA 
Does Business 

04/09/2013
EPA Designates Center of 
Excellence for Watershed 
Management at Mississippi 
State University 

04/09/2013 Media Advisory: Press 
Conference Call with EPA 
Acting Administrator on the 
President’s Proposed FY 
2014 EPA Budget

News Releases By Date

Page 1 of 208/19/2008: TDK Receives EPA Award for Reducing Its Metro Atlanta Manufacturing F...

4/10/2013http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/C3E16131A4273ADA852574AA005648AD





 
 Mobile | FAQ | Site Map | Jobs | Online Services | Contact Us          

 
 

Governor Honors Businesses and Organizations for Creating a Culture of Conservation 
Wednesday, October 6, 2010   Contact: Office of Communications 404-651-7774 
 
ATLANTA– Governor Sonny Perdue today announced winners of the 2010 Conserve Georgia 
Awards and the 2010 Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia Awards to recognize initiatives 
that have produced outstanding conservation achievements. Governor Perdue started 
Conserve Georgia with the goal of encouraging a statewide culture of conservation that helps 
preserve and sustain our natural resources for generations to come. 
 
The Conserve Georgia Awards will recognize those helping to create a culture of conservation 
through energy, land, and water conservation and the promotion of recycling. The Partnership 
for a Sustainable Georgia Awards, meanwhile, recognize Partners, including businesses, 
organizations and municipalities, for excellence in leading the way to a sustainable Georgia. 
 
  “Georgia is blessed with abundant natural resources.  It’s important to the vitality of our state 
that we protect these resources for the future,” said Governor Perdue. “These businesses and 
organizations are leading the way in creating a culture of conservation and it is my pleasure to 
recognize them for their accomplishments.” 
 

Partner of the Year 
TDK Components USA, Inc. 

 
(Peachtree City): Over the past year, they have decreased their discharge of toxics to water by 
nearly 6%, hazardous material use by nearly 10%, energy consumption by about 10% and 
total water use by 27%. They also implemented an environmental purchasing program that 
drives sustainability into their supply chain. 
 
The www.ConserveGeorgia.org website serves as an information portal with links to dozens of 
conservation programs that are implemented by state agencies and additional resources. For 
more information on the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia, visit 
www.GASustainability.org.  
 

A Culture of Conservation 
 

The Conserve Georgia program was developed to foster a culture of conservation throughout 
the state of Georgia. Nine state agencies and authorities are working together with businesses, 
civic leaders, educational institutions, non-profit organizations and residents to make Georgia’s 
air, land, water, energy and wildlife resources more sustainable now and for generations to 
come. The program’s website – www.ConserveGeorgia.org – serves as a portal to help 
Georgians find information on a wide range of conservation resources and programs. 
 

Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia 
 
Free and open to any business, the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia was established by 
the Sustainability Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to foster 
environmental leadership and recognize superior environmental performance.  The 
Partnership offers a variety of incentives, including cost savings through increased efficiencies, 
potential regulatory flexibility, free technical assistance and training, and access to networking 
and mentoring among peers, state and local officials. For more information, visit 
www.GASustainability.org. 
 

Retrieved 4/1/2013, website formatted and edited in word for conciseness and readability  
by William Nutt. For original see: 

http://sonnyperdue.georgia.gov/00/press/detail/0,2668,78006749_163863054_163866288,00.html 











TDK History in Georgia 
 
A Feature Article by Book Printing Sponsor written by William T. Nutt, published 
in the Historic Fayette County: An Illustrated History, Carolyn Cary, Historical 
Publishing Network, 2009.  
 
TDK was founded in Tokyo, Japan in 1935 to commercialize the magnetic material 
ferrite, which has allowed the company to develop a variety of valuable products to 
foster and advance the world’s technological needs. Since then the company has 
expanded worldwide with manufacturing and distribution facilities throughout 
Asia, the Americas and Europe.  Since 1979 TDK has chosen the fast growing 
Fayette County area to build a plant to distribute and produce recording media and 
ceramic capacitors, which are used in large quantities in mobile phones, flat-screen 
TVs and many other hi-tech products which serve society worldwide.  There are a 
total of 12 TDK subsidiaries in the U.S. engaged in sales, research and 
development, and manufacturing.   The plant located on TDK Boulevard in 
Peachtree City is one of the company’s four manufacturing facilities located in the 
U.S. 
 
TDK began in Peachtree City with the production of VCR cassette tapes.  Chip 
Capacitor production began in 1986 and continues today.  Production of recordable 
compact disks began in 1995 and ended in 2001.  In 2007, TDK’s magnetic media 
business was spun-off to an allied company with production centering in Asia.  
TDK in Fayette County now has 177 employees and is led by a team of Japanese 
and American Managers. 
 
In today’s digital and information age, TDK fully utilizes its core technologies to 
develop a wide range of products, from hard disk drive heads, multilayer ceramic 
chip capacitors, inductors and sensors, to noise management parts and others.  
These products have been essential in the manufacture of mobile equipment and 
information appliances. 
 
When TDK was established the company was named Tokyo Denki Kagaku Kogyo 
Co., Ltd.  This name came from the fact that Dr. Yogoro Kato and Dr. Takeshi 
Takei, who invented ferrite which is the foundation of the company, worked at the 
Electric (Denki) Chemistry (Kagaku) Faculty of the Tokyo Institute of 
Technology.  The company name, TDK, was derived from the Department of 
Electrochemistry (Denki Kagaku) at Tokyo Institutes of Technology, where the 
ferrites were discovered. 



 
TDK’s corporate mark is a geometric design representing the point to point 
connections in the electronic industry between computers and magnetic materials 
and symbolizes the entire TDK group’s commitment to the quality of the firm’s 
products and services. 
 
From the initial production of ferrite cores, TDK has developed a broad range of 
products and has experienced tremendous growth, a growth based on the 
company’s founding spirit and expressed in the corporate motto, “Contribute to the 
culture and industry through creativity”. 
 
The company’s strength lays in the abundant materials technologies it has 
developed over the years and the substantial process technologies that utilize the 
materials technology effectively. 
 
The commercialization of ceramic materials in the manufacture of capacitors in the 
early 1950’s is an example of TDK leveraging its expertise in basic materials 
technology to maintain its leadership in the electronics business.  Due to the high 
demand for wireless communication in the 1940’s the ferrite core business 
boomed, and in the early 1950’s the shortage for ceramic capacitors presented an 
opportunity for the company to produce ceramic capacitors.   The demand for 
radios also increased rapidly, resulting in the demand for transformers that 
included ferrite products and ceramic capacitors. 
 
The electronics industry is the core of TDK’s business.  The company is in a 
constant state of transition to adapt to the major changes in this fast changing 
industry.  TDK sees the rapid spread of computers and data networking as a new 
era of opportunity. 
 
TDK’s intermediate business plans call for strengthening manufacturing capability 
and growing customers through developing custom products, operational 
excellence, optimum allocation and use of resources. 
 
The company’s corporate citizenship activities concentrate on academics, research 
and education, sports, art and culture, environmental conservation, social welfare 
and local community activities. 
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