
At least 86 killed by the Camp Fire: The most destructive wildfire in history
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The Camp Fire, California’s most destructive wildfire in history, burned in Butte County from 
November 8 through November 25, 2018, claiming at least 86 lives and causing an estimated $16.5 
billion in damage. It burned more 18,000 buildings, including the majority of the town of Paradise.
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Evidence: First 
reports of fire were 
on 6:33 am on 
11/9/2018.

Evidence: Fire entered 
town of Paradise by 8 
am on 11/9/2018.

Evidence: Winds near 
50 mph were reported 
on 11/9/2018.
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Evidence: Smoke from the 
Camp Fire resulted in 
widespread air pollution in 
the San Francisco Bay Area 
and Central Valley. It was 
significant enough that many 
public schools closed.

Evidence: Damage 
from the Camp Fire is 
estimated to be 
approximately $16.5 
billion.
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Evidence: No wildfire had crossed 
the Feather River in 50 years. 
Officials assumed the river would 
slow down or stop wild fires.
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Evidence: Paradise has 
almost 100 miles of 
private roads that dead-
end on narrow overlooks 
and relatively few 
connector streets.
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Evidence: Evacuation
route for 38,000 was 
four roads running 
south.
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Evidence: Some of the 
residents killed were elderly, 
infirm or ill.
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Evidence: An LA Times 
analysis showed that the 
fire grew 4,600 acres per 
hour.

Evidence: First order to 
evacuate part of Paradise 
came in 2 minutes before 
the first report of fire at the 
edge of town.
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Evidence: An estimated 30% 
of the residents were enrolled 
in CodeRed (private service 
used to communicate 
evacuation orders).
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fire approached

Evidence: Hundreds of 
residents were stuck behind 
abandoned vehicles and 
had to wait for bulldozers to 
arrive and clear a path.
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With a tragedy of this scope, the natural 
response is to want to determine why this 
happened and to figure out how to prevent a 
similar incident in the future. A Cause Map, a 
visual format for performing root cause analysis, 
can be built to dig into the numerous causes 
that led to this tragic fire. 
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