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I can think of no better way to get people
together than by offering food, and
especially if it is free. On July 1st we held
our annual Hog Roast and family fun day
where over 200 joined us and spent quality
time together. It was great to see people
relaxing and enjoying others company and
I have to be honest here in saying that I
hate seeing a donations bowl. Yes people
will ask however I am fed up with the old
cliché of the church asking for money.
The church is here to serve, encourage and build up people in the Christian faith. It
is to be a place where everyone is welcome and accepted. It is where local
Christians put their hands in their pockets and bless others and I look forward to us
doing it next year.
At last year’s Father’s Day we had ‘Fathers & Ferrets’ which went down a storm, so
I asked Bill & Liz if they could bring them to the fun day. I don’t know who enjoyed
it most, the children or adults. Both were cheering their chosen ferret as they
raced down the runs and there was much laughter and pride in winning. I would
have to say that the heat got the better of them and the last two races were more
of a stroll with one not leaving its ‘home’.
As I write this, it is our first day of rain since the good weather, and like the tired
ferrets, we too can stay at home enjoying our creature comforts. In fact I am glad
of a break as we have had my Australian cousins staying with us for two weeks and
Liz and I need to recover from being tourists. But there is a danger if we remain at
home and stop going to church, and then pride prevents us from returning. “Oh,
it’s been too long for us to go back now” or “What would they think of us?” As a
minister I would rejoice in seeing an old friend turn up in church, and I know my
church (and I am sure yours), would welcome them back and carry on where we
left off.
So if that is you, PLEASE know you would receive a smile, a handshake, a hug and a
nice cup of tea or coffee. I hope that encourages you to return to your wider family
and like my other fellow ministers, please make our day by coming back home.
Barry

You can now subscribe and receive a free, full-colour copy of the
Amesbury Messenger direct to your inbox. Simply sign up at
maryandmelor.com.

Inside this issue
The Wyndham Hall ........ 3
Community Players ....... 3
Sociable Strollers .......... 4
Armistice in Amesbury .. 5
Communi-tea cottage .... 5
Ride and Stride .............. 6
Feedback……………………...6
Amesbury Evening WI ... 6
The Month of Harvest ... 7
Romans at the Carnival...7
Regular Services ............ 8
Can you sing?................. 9
Regular Groups .............. 9
Scarecrow Trail……………..11
Summer Holiday Club .... 11
Contact Us ..................... 12

Special points of
interest
•

Go see this years comedy
by the Community Players

•

All Churches Summer
School for children was a
success

•

The 2017 Scarecrow Trail
is this month!
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Wyndham Hall
Over the next few issues we will feature a number of interesting articles about the history of the Wyndham Hall by
Michael Nottage.
The Melor Hall in Church Street had been the church hall for some years but by the beginning of the new
millennium there were obvious limitations. There was a need for larger premises which could be used for more
than one activity at a time, and with a better-equipped kitchen. Various plans were considered, including a hall
adjoining the back of the church. The former Royal British Legion building opposite the church had been empty
after ceasing to be used as a club, and although much refurbishment work would be necessary, it would be a
great improvement. The purchase was concluded in late 2009, and work then began on extensive refurbishment,
along with the sale of the Melor Hall.
The whole project would take two years, and its successful completion was due to the vision and leadership of Fr
Simon Wilkinson, and the dedication and enthusiasm of Mark Douglas-Withers as Project Manager along with the
support teams and all those who worked on it. A project on this scale required the appointment of professional
advisers, including architects, surveyors and solicitors, and planning, design, and allocation of contracts for the
various jobs.
Work was structured in three phases: 1 – the walls, roof, windows and doors, to secure the fabric of the building
before work on the interior could commence; 2 – reconfiguration of the inside to provide a large hall, smaller
meeting room, and other rooms; 3 – fitting out, including laying floors, installation of kitchen equipment, etc.
The eventual cost, about £480,000, was paid for by grants from trusts and charities, local fund-raising events, and
gifts. The support of the parish through generosity and practical assistance was crucial, and at a time of recession
this was a great achievement.

Amesbury Community Players
Do you remember that in July 2016 we produced the comedy
“It will be all right on the night”?
Well it was a success and very funny, as the Journal wrote.
You can tell the dress rehearsal is not going well when one of
the main characters disappears mid act, then reappears
under arrest and handcuffed to a policewoman.
The play we are rehearsing at the moment is about the same
amateur drama group.” Who said it was easy” by the same
author Robin Wilson.
We meet in the Wyndham Hall every Wednesday evening
from 7pm to 9pm.
If you would like to help with the production in any way,
please come along.
Tickets £6, Child £4 from Amesbury Community shop
Iris Russell
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Performances
Thursday 14th Sept
Friday 15th Sept
Saturday 16th Sept

Doors open: 7.00pm
Curtain up: 7.30pm
Doors open: 7.00pm
Curtain up: 7.30pm
Doors open: 2.00pm
Curtain up: 2.30pm

Advertisement

Sociable Strollers
So far this year we have had an enjoyable start to our Sociable Strollers on the first Saturday of the month, since
May. In August we walked around Upavon taking in extensive views over the Pewsey Vale, while we wandered
and chatted. Most of the walk was in the dry after a downpour before the start and another when we were
enjoying an excellent meal at The Antelope.
On Saturday 2nd September we will have the last walk for this year, beginning again in the spring. We will meet
at 10.30am in Amesbury, outside St Mary & St Melor Church, so that we can share cars and still start our walk at
about 11am. We will go to the Black Horse in Hurdcott, where we have arranged to park a few cars and booked a
table for lunch at 1pm. The lunch is, of course, optional, and this time we can pre-book our meal when we arrive
at 11am. Menus are available online and we will have some in church.
I have really enjoyed checking this walk and must stress that most of the way is on one level but through varied
surroundings. There are NO steep hills, unless you really want to walk up to the Figsbury Rings and back, but you
may have to have a late lunch. Most of us will avoid that and there are even two possible short cuts, so if there
are enough people, we can have some break-away groups to cater for all levels of energy.
We are a small group, not all from the church, but hope that more will be tempted to join us this time and
consider coming sometimes next year.
If you and your friends would like to join us, or have any queries, please contact Jeanette A’Court 01980 259054.
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Communi-tea Cottage News
Our main news is about our Jumble Sale which we had last Saturday 8th July. We
didn’t seem to have many people visit us but we made about £180 which is
wonderful – however due to the amazing amount of things left we will be having
an extra Jumble sale just in ‘The Cottage’ on Friday evening 21st July 6 p.m. – 8
p.m. Everything we get will go to the running of ‘The Cottage’
We had such generosity from one particular lady that I feel we wouldn’t have had
much of a Jumble Sale without her things! Thank you SO much to her and to all the
other people who donated and bought. We also had some amazing homemade cakes which were delicious and
again much appreciated! Thank you to everyone who helped set things up and supported us.

August will probably be quiet for us with people away but if you do have some spare time and feel like popping in
it would be great to see you.
Don’t forget that we are at the back of the New Inn in the Courtyard. Our hours are 2pm -4pm Monday to
Thursday and 11am – 1pm on Friday mornings.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using to information on the back page.

Armistice in Amesbury
The Amesbury History Centre is embarking on a lottery
funded project in partnership with some of the other
Wiltshire Museums to look at stories from the First World
War especially regarding the Armistice. We would love to
hear from anyone who has links with Amesbury at this
time and has any stories to tell. If you have any
memorabilia or photos we would love to see them also.
You can pop in on a Tuesday or Wednesday and speak to
a volunteer about this project or alternatively you can
email your stories to amesburyhistorycentre@gmail.com
In other news the Amesbury history centre is still looking
for a secretary; this is a very exciting time for the centre
with moves into the new build becoming more and more
engaging and moving forward at a fast pace. We would
welcome anyone who wishes to enquire about this role to
contact us or pop in for an informal chat about the role.
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Ride and Stride
The 2017 Ride+Stride in aid of The Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust takes place this year on Saturday 9th
September. It is not necessary to be super-fit to take part
in Ride+Stride; even a gentle stroll from one church to
another can constitute participation.
Please contact the Parish Organiser, Rachel Verbinnen, on
01980 677311 to register your interest in taking part.

Want to see your event here? Let us know.

Send us your stories and feedback
We want the Amesbury Messenger to grow and become a
great source for news and events in our parish. For this to
happen we want to know what you think about the
changes we have made, and what we should do more of.
To contact us you can visit maryandmelor.com and
submit your thoughts via the Amesbury Messenger page.

Amesbury Evening WI
Our meeting was an excellent talk by Emma and David from the Wiltshire First Aid
Training Team. They gave us an insight in what to do if someone has a heart attack in
the community and gave advice to stay cool and calm, deal with the patient and ask
a person to dial 999. With the aid of a short film and guidelines we were also talked
through how to use the defibrillator machine which are now around in the
community, but it is important to know where there are. We all learnt a lot and
many questions were asked at the end of the talk, a vote of thanks was given by Pat
Hinwood.
We then had our shared supper with tea and coffee. Our members who took part in
Walk For Wards Stars Appeal this year raised £1,220 a great sum for our local
hospital Salisbury District, thank you ladies.
Our next meeting on 17th August was a talk by David Thomas about the Crown Jewels, all money raised will go to
the Wiltshire Air Ambulance. The September meeting is on the 14th a talk by Ros Liddington on Corset Art,
competition, A Recycled Bra should be interesting to see what we can do with it.
All welcome 19.30hrs at Antrobus House in Amesbury.
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September The Month of Harvest Thanksgiving
For farmers, gardeners and country people, ploughing, sowing and reaping the
harvest is at the very heart of their lives. Ultimately it's about respect for the
soil/land that produces our food.
In the same way God our Creator should be at our heart. Prayer and worship
should provide our motivation in life. It is through our individual prayer and
our corporate worship that our relationship with God is maintained, grows
and produces the Harvest of the Holy Spirit.
One way we grow in a close relationship with God is through prayer. Each night
before falling asleep, we should set aside three minutes. During these three
minutes, replay the day that has just ended. During the first minute, pick out the
high point of your day, something good that has happened to you. Speak to the Father about it and thank him
for it. During the second minute pick out the low point of the day/difficult part of the day, and speak to Jesus
about it. During the third minute look ahead to tomorrow to some problem that you may have to deal with, and
speak to the Holy Spirit asking for wisdom and courage to deal with it properly.
This daily exercise which combines prayer and self examination, can lead us day by day into an intimate
relationship with God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This enables us to become a rich harvest for our
Lord.

Giving thanks for the harvest is a reminder to us all that God has created us, to think about what we owe to him
for the blessings of life and challenges us to share what we have received with the broken world around us. We
must remember that to give thanks in our hearts is to feed on Jesus, the Bread of Life.
Harvest time reminds us that ploughing, sowing the seed and asking God's blessing on our work and what we
have sown is paramount to a rich harvest.
The Rev’d Canon Alan Gill

Romans at the Carnival
We at Amesbury Baptist Church joined the Amesbury
Carnival again this year. The theme was movies, we chose
Ben Hur. Our float consisted of 2 decorated mobility
scooters as Ben Her and a Ben Him. With adults and
children dressed as Roman soldiers, some of them carried
puppets from our church puppet theatre and they were
also
in
Roman
costumes.
We received a wonderful reception from the crowds of
people lining the Carnival route around Amesbury and were
blessed with excellent weather.
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor

Amesbury Methodist Church
Sunday
10.30
Worship with Junior Church
18.00
Worship
Tuesday
10.30
Prayer Time
Wednesday
19.00
Bible Study
Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
2.30
Faith and Light (4th Sunday of
the month only)
Contact information on the back cover

Sunday
First Sunday only:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30
Refreshments and crafts in
church
10.00
All-age Eucharist, followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham
Hall
18.00
Choral Evensong
Other Sundays:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00
Parish Eucharist (with Sunday School),
followed by refreshments in the
Wyndham Hall
18.00
Sung Evensong on 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sundays
‘Special Service’ on 5th Sundays –
as advertised

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30am

7.30pm
Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Compline on all Sunday evenings
during Lent and Advent

Monday to Friday
8.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)
Brix (teenagers church)
Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Contact information on the back cover

Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall
Holy Days (as advertised)
7.30
Sung Eucharist
Other Festivals, including Christmas and Easter
please see advertised services
Contact information on the back cover
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Can you Sing?
The Abbey Church of St Mary and Melor
are looking for people to join the Choir.
The Church is lucky to have a strong choir which produces a high standard of music for all occasions. All four
voice parts are covered, but we currently have a shortage of sopranos and tenors and need more members. If
you are interested please contact the Director of Music, Mrs. Alison Malcolm after any service, or 01722 710356.

Regular Groups
Monday
9.30-11.30
Ducklings
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
13.15-16.15
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
9.30-10.00
Music Bugs
9.30-10.30
Messy Mayhem
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
19.45-20.45
Pilates
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Community Players Drama Group
Thursday
9.00-13.00
Toddler Sense
9.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Friday
10.30-11.30
Jiggy Wrigglers
Saturday
9.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
9.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church

Advertisement
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Just For Kids
Don’t miss the Amesbury Scarecrow Trail
Sunday 24th September
September brings the beginning of autumn, and with it comes our Amesbury Scarecrow trail. Come and join the
fun, a brilliant family afternoon. Fantastic way to get your exercise fix and tire out your children and
grandchildren.
Purchase your map and just follow the numbers. You will be amazed. Everyone has a really fun time.
Finish your afternoon walk at South Mill where home-baked cream teas or a slice of
cake and a cuppa are on offer. Soft drinks and cupcakes are also available for the
children. All reasonably priced.
There is a prize for the most correct answers, also a prize for best scarecrow. So if
you feel you could make a scarecrow and donate it to us for display please contact
Jan Swindlehurst on 01980 625467.

Tickets are £5.00 per family, start at the Amesbury History
Centre on Church Street from 2pm

Children's Summer Holiday Club
Monday 24th July and Tuesday 25th July 2017

The theme for this year’s Amesbury Churches Together Holiday Club
was all about Saints. More than 30 primary school age children
enjoyed the delights of cooking, model clay making and a variety of
other messy activities.
Gillian and I would like to express our thanks to all the helpers both
adults and students for making this club a huge success yet again!
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ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising prices;
Full page A4 - £180 for 10 issues; £20 for 1 ad.
Half page A5 - £100 for 10 issues : £15 for 1 ad.
Quarter page - £75 for 10 issues: £10 for 1 ad.
One eighth page - £50 for 10 issues: £5 for 1 ad.
Please contact Angela Bayliss on:
01980 623846
angelarroadnightbayliss@msn.com

Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 677244
Website: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor
Office hours are Monday - Wednesdays 9.15am—
2.15pm

St Mary and St Melor Parish Office
Wyndham Hall
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk
Facebook: @amesburybaptist

Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury
SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
email paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator, Girls Brigade Leader
Gillian Clarke Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel. 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor, Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103
Email Mark: mgverbinnen@gmail.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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