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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“We Gather Together”
Dutch folk song, arranged for piano duet by Robert D. Vandall.

Call to Worship

Michele Lawler

One: Be glad and rejoice, for God has done great things.
All: We give thanks to God for every good and perfect gift.
One: Those who seek God’s realm will be blessed.
All: May God reign in all our thoughts and actions.
One: Let us honor our God with the fruit of our labor.
All: We rejoice in the privilege of sharing God’s bounty.
Gathering Prayer

Michele Lawler

How good it is to join in prayers of thanksgiving and songs of praise! You have been good to us,
gracious God! For the abundance of the earth, for fruitful labors and loving relationships, we pour
out our gratitude. You have dealt wondrously with us so that we have more than we need. Dwell
with us now that we may be inspired to share your blessings and strive for a world in which all your
children will have enough to eat and reasons to rejoice. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 126

Michele Lawler

Originally written in memory of the end of the Babylonian Exile, this psalm because a ‘song of
accent’, used by the Jews on their pilgrimage to Jerusalem on ‘high holy days’. It takes the memory
of God’s restoration ‘then’, and brings it forward to ‘now’. It is both a petition for help and a
declaration of trust and confidence. It is an appropriate Psalm as the church celebrates the ‘holy
day’ of Thanksgiving. The psalm speaks to the church about giving thanks to God for all God has
done and to seek God’s continuing work of restoration, for God’s people and for the world.
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When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy;
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then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.
Matthew 6:25-33
This reading from the lectionary seems an odd choice for Thanksgiving, since the focus is not
gratitude but worry. But it also is very appropriate to the day, and to the issue of stewardship. The
passage is a part of the Sermon on the Mount which, in its larger context, addresses the right use of
money. It serves as a commentary on the sayings about treasures, generosity, and mammon.
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“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will
we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Special Music

Sermon

Medley: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,”
“Now Thank We All Our God.”
Arranged for piano duet by Robert D. Vandall.
Thanks-Giving-Living

What are your best memories of Thanksgiving? Is it a table loaded with appetizers, turkey and stuffing,
a dozen side dishes and a full spread of yummy desserts? Is it the overflowing seats around the table,
with family and friends, and maybe some new folks simply being together for fellowship and football?
That is what thanksgiving is all about, isn’t it? At least that is how we often see it. But sometimes our
traditional expectations are not fulfilled. Sometimes the table is lean and the chairs are vacant.
Sometimes our Thanksgiving celebration arrives with apparent bad timing.
This year has been a struggle for us, in many ways. We look though this past year and we are still
overwhelmed by the continuing effects of Covid. There has been emotional stress, relational stress and
economic stress. We can add to that the necessary but disastrous exit from Afghanistan, the January 6
storming of the capital, the oil spill off the California coast, the violent death of Ahmad Arbery and so
many others, hurricanes, blizzards, droughts and fire, the list goes on and on. We look at the world and
we may wonder, what is there to be thankful for, except perhaps that we are still better off than most?
But if our thankfulness is mainly focused on material things– the money we spend, the food and
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clothing, houses and cars, even our safety and security, we will constantly be living with anxiety and
uncertainty. We will miss the truly valuable things the things that can't be achieved, or bought and
consumed, worn out or tossed away. Those are the things that come without our effort, like a glorious
sunset, or the cry of a loon. And those are the things that make life more than a mere existence, things
like love and kindness and companionship, even life itself. Those are all things we can be thankful for,
if we will only pay attention.
Today Jesus is trying to do just that, to focus our attention where it is truly meant to be. His words
today are from the Sermon on the Mount, that great summing-up of Jesus' teaching about how his
disciples are to live in this world. And in between, Blessed are the poor… and Everyone who hears
these words of mine, and does them…, right smack in the middle Jesus takes on the issue of wealth
and worship and worry. He challenges us not to fret about the details of our lives, food, drink, clothing
– and I might add houses, cars, electronics, as well as health and friends and pleasures. It not that those
things are not important and that we should all suddenly become ascetics. Rather it is about the focus
of our life, where our attention, our treasure, truly lies.
Jesus very adeptly draws our attention away from our selves; he calls us to look at the world- the birds,
the flowers, and all of creation. But then he moves us beyond the creation to the creator, to God’s
goodness and wisdom, God’s faithful care and generous grace. And he reminds us – you are of such
value to God, that you never need worry about being forgotten or forsaken. God knows your need, and
as your loving, compassionate Creator, your faithful Heavenly Father, God will always care.
Jesus calls to envision a world, not of scarcity and struggle, but a world of abundant goodness,
powerful grace and faithful commitment. And he concludes by drawing us into that world, inviting us
to ‘strive first to live for God’s reign with upright living, and (he assures us) you will be given these
other things too’.
It is when our focus is shifted, away from self to the world, away from the creation to the creator, then
we see life as it truly is meant to be, and we can give thanks, for life, for grace, for love. And we can
pursue our hope and vision for a world that embraces care and compassion, justice and mercy,
wholeness and well-being for all. We can pursue it, not just when it is easy and the reward is evident
but we can pursue it when it is hard and heartbreaking because we know it is the only way we will ever
find life.
That type of life is a life of courage and trust, and it is a life bursting with thanks, and overflowing with
giving. We live as a blessing to the world because we realize the great blessing of God that surrounds
us all, each and every day. Our thanks-giving becomes more than one day a year, it becomes thanksgiving-living, each and every day.
May we joyfully celebrate God’s bounty and grace for all the world, and express that all-encompassing
goodness in all our words and deeds, with open hearts and generous, gracious spirits. Amen.
*Hymn

For the Beauty of the Earth
For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies.
God of all, to you we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
We come to you today, Gracious God, with genuine, grateful hearts. More than celebrating a
harvest and season, we celebrate the wonder of your love and faithfulness and care. We thank you
for Jesus Christ, the power of his truth and his work of grace. We thank you for your Spirit, who
teaches us and guides us into lives of genuine thanks-giving. We long O God, to be a people of
blessing and so we come before you now, seeking your power to live according to your abundant
goodness.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May we be ever mindful of the great resources
you entrust to us and be wise and faithful in our service to your world. May we proclaim your grace
and share your abundance where it is needed most.
We pray for our world and all its leaders. May they perceive the abundance of your blessings as
your gift for all people, and may they strive to establish equity and peace for all peoples. We pray
also for all who are suffering today. Grant your tender healing to the ill, your deep comfort to the
sorrowful, and your abundant provision to the needy. We thank you for… and we ask your
continued care for…
We thank you and praise you, Glorious God, for all your goodness and mercy to us, through Jesus
Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
Let our offerings be a joyous outpouring of thanksgiving to God, who deals so wonderfully with us.
Out of gratitude, let us dedicate our gifts, for the ministries of this church, that we may serve all
those in need. Let us pray.
We give, gracious God, because we are thankful. We have all we need from your hands and so we
give that others may be sustained in body and soul. In these sacred moments we acknowledge your
blessing in our lives and your call to faithful stewardship and devoted service,and so we thank you
for the pledges given by your people in faith, love, commitment and courage. Use them to your
glory. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
*Benediction
Go now into the world
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17 adj.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“The Gift of Love”
English Melody, setting by John Carter

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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