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I have been thinking and praying a lot about all of the tension in our society, especially racially
(which being from Mississippi, racial reconciliation is very important to me). I am working on putting
my thoughts onto paper. Unfortunately, I am not done yet, and it will probably be too long for this space
anyway, so I decided to share how this is affecting a fellow EPC pastor and his congregation (with his
permission). His church is Cornerstone Presbyterian in Selma, Al. He wrote a few weeks ago (Names
have been removed. As he wrote this, he said he heard 75 gunshots ring out in the night.):
“As your communities are no doubt experiencing, the recent events have brought the issues of systemic racism to the
fore...regardless of whether you think George Floyd's death is a result of systemic racism, it is a reality. No different here in
Selma. So, I hosted a Prayer Vigil for Healing on Sunday with a group of area pastors from black and white churches. It was
a beautiful event. 150+ folks praying over law enforcement officials, praying for peace, repenting, ravished by the beauty of
Christ and the deep, deep love of God. We spent some time yesterday initiating a series of Community Conversations...cross
community, all facets of the community...there was a genuine sense of hope.
Today, midmorning, one of my members, a young dad, was shot several times while out jogging, targeted by a black guy who
had been out riding around shooting at people...becoming apparent it was racially motivated. He's been in surgery, will have
several others, but is going to be ok. We are in shock. And our grief is not only for him and his family but for our community.
This has, understandably, raised the tension level. [The man who was shot] prayed, "LORD, do not let this divide our community. Forgive this man. I forgive this man, he made an evil decision but he's no worse a sinner than I am. Thank you for
letting me be the one shot because I will not hate this man. God, use this to bring him to yourself..."
The young man who shot… has serious mental health issues that were triggered by recent events. He had attempted to shoot
another man about 20 minutes before shooting…. He was in court yesterday, bond set, and is being sent for evaluation….
Please pray for him to get the necessary intervention and that the Father would draw him to Himself. We are praying for merciful justice and repentance and spiritual healing.
I’ve been in contact with his mother [of the shooter]. She is devastated. Pray for us as we support her. I was sitting at a stoplight late yesterday, sensed God leading me to reach out to her again, texted her Psalm 56:8-11 and told her we would be
praying over her and her family. She responded immediately and said she had just broken down, cried out to God and my text
arrived. God is good. We talked further and I discovered that her elderly mother was living with her as well as a severely disabled brother suffering w cerebral palsy. So my wife and I packed up supper and went to her house. It was a good visit, she is
broken from the multiple struggles of her life. We’ve committed to walk thru this season with her.”
The man who was shot seems to be fully recovering. A few days ago, the pastor wrote:
“Now for the rest of the story... the mother of the young man who shot… was at worship! It was a really humbling day. She
was ever so humble and courageous. God is knitting her into the tapestry of our family. What a blessing! People were incredibly and genuinely gracious to her. I had asked if she wanted to be recognized and all she said was she wanted people to know
how sorry she was. I mentioned her presence and a wave of tears swept the room...pointed out that I am—we are—as great,
perhaps greater, sinner(s) than…[the shooter’s name] but grace runs downhill to us sinners! Everyone was kind, reminded her
that she was forgiven, loved, accepted, respected. In the service I made note of the things… and family have said about the
community not being divided, about forgiveness-it was powerful.

Maybe we are moving toward accepting one another as equals.”
I wanted to share this story with you so that you can all see that the answer to all that we are facing is the
Gospel. I came across a quote several weeks ago that I keep telling myself amid everything. I would like to finish
with it and I ask you to think about it (and I hope to write more on later). “Attempting to reform society without
Jesus Christ is like rearranging furniture in a burning house.”
-Pastor Brandt Hammack
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for extra congratulations)

----------------------------------------------------------

July Anniversaries
4– Gregg & Debbie Mc Allister
19– Alden & Christin Snell
20– Scott & Janice Langdon
28– Debbie & Dan Sheldon
August Anniversaries
5– Dan & Pam Patmore
14– Charlie & Elaine McAdam
25– David & Cindy Baker
25– Rick & Amy Stacy
30-Richard & Shirley vonBergen

33 yrs
17 yrs
36 yrs
3 yrs

July Birthdays
2– Kathy Cosgrove
5– William Walker
8– Gail Freeman
10– Cambria Goodenbery
10– Gregg McAllister
11– Tracy Miller
14– Celeste Brownell
16– Kristin Bailey

20– Steve Baker
20– Lennon Baker
24– Jenny Long
24-Eunie Ely
27– Dan Sheldon
30– Jonah Hammack
30– Jeremiah Hammack
31– Shirley vonBergen

August Birthdays

20 yrs
49 yrs
41 yrs
36 yrs
67 yrs

5– Elizabeth Snell
8– Jonathan Snell
9– Pam Patmore
10– Sally Thomas
14– Mark Kobel

18– Jim Bridge
20– Brian Foeller
22– Anne Waldruff
23-Kyle Foeller

Job Announcement
The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the
church, including weekly musical participation in
the worship service and leading the worship service once per month.
This is a part-time position (approximately 5
hours per week). A complete job description is
available upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

VBS– on hold until further
Notice.
August 17-21st
Watch for more details on volunteer
opportunities! See Pam Patmore or
Julie Foller with any questions! We will
be hosting again this year and would
love to see you there!
Registration will be online through our
website soon.

A peek at the Church Calendar–

keep an eye on Life in the Church emails for changes!
* During this time of quarantine,
19-Church 10:00
Son Risers and TAG will meet through 26– Church 10:00
zoom every Thursday at their same times!
August
July
5- Church 10:00am
8– Session
12-Teen Challente/Church 10:00am

2-Church 10:00am
9-Church 10:00am
12– Session
16-Church 10:00am
23-Church 10:00am

Teen Challenge Leading Service on July 12
Buffalo Adult & Teen Challenge will make its annual visit to our church
on Sunday, July 12.
During the morning worship service, the men will present songs and
inspiring testimonies of their struggles with addiction and the freeing
power of Jesus.
They will be live in our sanctuary, and the church family is invited to attend if they feel comfortable,
but the standard rules for Sunday attendance will apply.

Advance registration is required.

Our congregation supports Teen Challenge through our Evangelism and Mission budget annually.
Be sure to either tune in electronically or come to the service on July 12 to hear and see what God is
doing. We serve a powerful God who can break the chains of addiction.
We would normally have a social time with the men after the service, but that is not an option this
year. We know they love Ralph & Rosie's pizza, though, so will be sending that with them as they
return to Buffalo.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be
done at Church.
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are
able and have time to do one of these projectsThanks!
*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nurserySee Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions

Sewing With a Purpose
Opening up this opportunity to anyone in or near our church congregational family, friends and
neighbors:)
Project Linus Supplies children's quilts to Rochester and surrounding area. Last August/Sept.,
some of the Sewing With a Purpose team met Project Linus Coordinator, Lucille Artman at the
D & R Depot to see the lovely array of completed quilts being transferred from one vehicle to
Lucille's . Wanted to see if there were any interest in making a quilt or 2 for this worthy cause.
We could explore possibilities of some of us making a square each or working in teams.
Sewing With A Purpose usually doesn't meet in the summer. For the fall, we will play this by
ear, but the Fellowship Hall is big.....
Most blankets are 40 X 60 . You can check out the Project Linus website. Some patterns are
free. I have a pattern that uses up scraps of material which I have lots and can contribute to this
project. Perhaps some of the Moms would like to work on a joint project with your children
during the summer... Please contact Debbie McAllister (585)813 - 8614 or email. I can put
interested people in touch with each other to make a dream become a reality!

Young Lives is a mission of Young Life, a mission that our church supports, that mentors
and provides support to teen-aged moms. We have about 7 young women in the Genesee
County area that are either pregnant or are raising young children. We celebrated two
new baby births in May and June!
We are establishing a ‘baby closet’ to help these new moms. We would welcome gently
used baby items (clothes, car seats, cribs, strollers, etc.), as well as new diapers, and
maternity clothing. We have received some maternity and baby clothing. Thank you for
your generous support. You may contact Jessica Maskell – Young Lives Genesee
County Coordinator at 585-409-7261, gcyounglives@gmail.com and/or Sandy Partridge (committee member) at 585-414-4593.

TAG ~ Teens After God

TAG Teens continue to meet via Zoom. We have started playing Zoom
bible games as our activity after sharing our ¨God Moments¨ and having
a scripture discussion. We have really enjoyed bible trivia and bible
Scattergories. Teens play for points and earn hand delivered (by Joe)
candy prizes (see picture:~) It has been a lot of fun! For Scattergories
teens have five categories and a letter and have 60 seconds to come up
with answers to earn points. Give it a try right now. Use the letter ¨S¨
and see if you can answer the five categories below in 60 seconds:
Place in the bible
Animal from the bible
Book of the bible
Jesus (anything related to Jesus)
Person in the bible
Please continue to pray for all of our teens and youth leaders. Our TAG
theme verse is Jeremiah, 29:11, ¨For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.¨ Please pray that our teens will all have hope
for the future and clearly see God´s hand in their daily lives during these
trying times. Stay safe, stay focused on God, and enjoy the time with
your families and loved ones.
Peace ~ Joe

Bible Trivia Prizes: June
2020

Many thanks to all those that helped with the Foodlink/
Salvation Army food distribution during the month of June. It
wasn’t our normal Foodlink activity and we were not able to
share lunch and fellowship with recipients, but it was a great
opportunity to be able to help those that continue to be in
need, especially during these challenging times. Thanks to all
of you with ‘muscles’ that moved and lifted boxes! This will
continue every other week during the summer, on Wednesdays. Please contact the church office if you are able to help.
As we continue to be apart, during this season of Covid19,
we are grateful that we have such a wonderful church family
to miss! We can praise God for His protection and the chance
to spend more time with our immediate families.
If you have some ways that you have been ‘fellowship-ping’
with each other, we would love to have you share with us!
We have some handmade cards available, if anyone is interested. It’s great to get a beautiful card with a caring note in
the mail. Please contact the church office if you would like
some cards.
We look forward to continuing to fellowship with our church
family. Think about some way(s) that we can celebrate
getting back together. Please let any of us know your idea(s).
The Fellowship Team
Eunie Ely
Helen Hill
Diane White
Kevin Hollenbeck
Marty Hammack
Sandy Partridge
Delores Seward
Pam Patmore

Coffee Hour snacks needed
We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:
baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair
bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu
Freeman. Stu is also collecting winter coats
and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out
your closets or see a deal at a garage sale, bring
in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me
about a man he gave a bike to. He had no
means of transportation. Stu gave him a bike
which he uses to get to work everyday! The
bike meant the world to him! It is great to see
what the donations you give are doing for
people! Each bike donated comes with a card
that has our information on it as well as a Bible
verse!

Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board when church
resumes, to signup!
*Nursery help & KFC
*our to do list
*Snack signups

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs: The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Chris Martz, Aggie Redinger, Delores
Seward, David Hahn, Adriane Broadbooks, Joseph Harvey in th Congo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, Nancy Alfes,
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in
Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), Susan
Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now
Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom - in the states but still dealing with missions in the Far
and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul and East, Tim Riley with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Sandy Harris, Malanie Glucksman, and Evelyn PanCampus Target, and John Gay.
grazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones, Brian Roche,
Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz,
Colton Ely, Rusty Brenton
Worship leader Christin Snell, Personnel Committee,
Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
more committees and ministries that help run the
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon fighting colon cancer, Neva Lattimer’s brother- church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
in-law, Don Thorp fighting lung cancer, Rosemary Utz- (and your area too!)
friend of McAllisters, vonBrgens grandson, Joe.
President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, & Joan state, nation & the world
Miller
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
well as our Veterans and their families.
Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Max Jessop, the family Rob Charcholla,
All our health care workers and everyone on the frontThe family of Willard Pengelly, family of Michael
lines during this time of covid-19.
O'Brien

From I Peter 1:6 and 7
So be truly glad !! There is wonderful joy ahead, even though the
going is rough for a while down here.
These trials are only to test your faith, to see whether or not it is
strong and pure.
From The Living Bible

Church Finances
May 2020
"Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High and call upon me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
Psalm 50: 14-15

As the giving in April was exceptionally good, noticeably greater than the monthly giving goal, so
May’s giving was a disappointment. A total of $13,123 was received in May, falling considerably
short of the goal of $17,575. To pay the bills, $3,000 was needed from the Accumulated Income
Fund.
On a positive note, April was the first month of our church’s Covid Emergency Fund, and the financial support for it was very gratifying. For the month $1,057 was given for the local and regional charities and churches whose financial well-being is being threatened by the coronavirus
pandemic.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – MAY 2020

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
Net Online Offering:

*note – online offering reflects $33.35 fee taken from gross donations from the vendor before deposit

$8,590.00
$1,103.52

Loose offering:
$36.00
Misc.:
$543.50
Amortized one time gifts:
$2,850.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$13,123.02
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$2,636.94
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$15,759.96

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$15,787.44
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$15,787.44
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$2,850.00
$150.00
$0.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$122.52

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$16,422.69
$1,476.72
$1,135.63

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$16,763.78

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$16,886.30

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
For May expenditures
Current Balance (5/31/2020)

-$3,000.00
$34,326.80

