   Sample Letter (10/2016)
[Our organization] is holding a Food and Fund Drive on [DATES] to benefit the Apache Junction Food Bank (AJFB), a local non-profit food bank and food rescue operation serving the East Valley. All food and funds raised will help the AJFB supply emergency food to those in need. The AJFB is working hard to serve our community and help a growing number of individuals and families who are food insecure. Food insecure means that individuals or families are so limited in their resources to buy food that they often run out of food. Often the quantity and quality of food is impacted resulting in cutting out meat, feeding their children unbalanced meals, or skipping meals so that their children can eat.

Hunger statistics in our community:

· In 2015 AJFB served 38,018 individuals utilizing one million pounds of food. 

· The need for monthly emergency food assistance is expected to reach 40,000 clients for 2016. 

· 11.6% of all Apache Junction residents live below the federal poverty level. Additionally, 18.4% of Apache Junction children and 7.4% of seniors live below the federal poverty level.
Together with our volunteers and partners, Apache Junction Food Bank provides emergency food services to qualified individuals and families in East Valley Communities with kindness, respect and dignity.
Here’s How You Can Help:

1. Donate non-perishable foods in the marked boxes at collection points in our location during the drive. The Apache Junction Food Bank is in serious need of the following:
Canned meats: 




Macaroni and Cheese

 – tuna, ham, turkey, chicken, beef, sardines

Rice and rice mixes

Beans – dried or canned                                                 Cereal (hot/cold)

Boxed Meals                                                                      Soups
  
Peanut butter and jelly (plastic jars)                             Baby food  




  Canned fruits and vegetables 


Canned milk
Fruit Juice (plastic or boxed)



Bottled water
Toiletries

2. Donate Funds The Apache Junction Food Bank is an Arizona 501(c)(3) Qualifying Charitable Organization. Your gift qualifies as a tax credit which is fully tax-refundable up to $400 per individual and $800 for couples filing a joint tax return in the state of Arizona. 

For every dollar raised, the AJFB can effectively supply $10 worth of groceries to hungry individuals and families. 
Make your tax deductible check payable to the Apache Junction Food Bank, 575 N. Idaho Road, Suite 701, Apache Junction, AZ 85119, or visit the AJFB website at: www.ajfoodbank.org. 
This is a great opportunity to help feed the hungry in our community and I encourage you to join in our efforts.

Food and Fund drive coordinator, organization leader, company executive name]

