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Auto Legends gather at Pebble as
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
Charitable Contributions Exceed $25 Million
The Pebble Beach Concours
d’Elegance is celebrating a major
milestone: the event’s total charitable giving to date has surpassed
the $25 million mark. Total donations exceeded that figure after
Pebble Beach Company CEO
Bill Perocchi distributed $1.7
million from the 2017 Concours
to local organizations at the
event’s annual charity luncheon
on Tuesday.
“We’re so glad that an event
that brings great cars together can
also bring help to people in need,”
said Concours Chairman Sandra
Button. “Our thanks go out to all
of the many people and the many
partners who have helped us
reach this level of giving.”
Concours proceeds have been
directed to charity since the event
began in 1950. At the start, program sales and an auction of the

original poster art would raise
$5,000 to $10,000. As the event
grew, so has the charitable component. Annual Concours donations to charity surpassed the
$100,000 mark in 1994, and the
$500,000 mark in 2000—and for
the past decade, they have often
far exceeded $1 million.
“The Concours is a true testament to the teamwork between
our generous donors, charitable
leaders and members of our community,” said Perocchi. “Thanks
to everyone’s efforts, we are able
to distribute these critical funds
today to local organizations that
will help us reach our neighbors
in need, which is an important
step to battling many of the issues
in our region.”
The event generates funds from
many sources, both near and far, to

continued on page 6

Bob & Pat Bondurant at McCall’s Jet Center Party during
Pebble Concours Week (photo Auto News)

Kevin Michaels, Owner Killer Shrimp Restaurant in Marina Del Rey, CA and Joyce Chow,
Team Auto News Help Celebrate 1,200 Mile Road Trip in a Dodge Durango (photo Auto News)
by Bill McCallum
Last month I had the chance to
take a Dodge Durango on a 1,200
plus mile road trip. I call the route
the “Golden Triangle” because
it’s offers what I consider a true
challenge for all the things we
look for in a new car, truck, or
SUV. The route, Los Angeles
to Las Vegas to Phoenix to Palm
Springs and back to Los Angeles
offers freeway driving, two lane
winding highways, and stretches
with elevation gains.
Before I left on the trip I
spoke with a Dodge PR person
and asked, “...give me the lowdown on the Dodge Durango.”
He said “...the Dodge Durango
is truly ONE-OF-A-KIND when
it comes to a SUV. “ After the

road trip I understood the point
he was making.
The Dodge Durango GT AWD
I tested gave me the “power-topass” I needed on the 1,200 plus
mile road trip. The 3.6-Liter V-6
24 valve VVT Engine with ESS
produces 295 hp. and is mated
with an 8-speed Automatic 845RE
transmission. This 3 row SUV
offers more than enough room
for your road trip gear and with
heated front and second row seats,
power 8 way driver/passenger w/
memory seats, and driver/passenger 4-way lumbar adjustments,
the Dodge Durango gives you the
comfort needed on a road trip.
Functional and safety features
include:
Advanced Multistage Front

Airbags
Driver Inflatable Knee-Bolster
Airbag
Supplemental Side-Curtain
Airbags in All Rows
Supplemental Front SeatMounted Side Airbags
LATCH Ready Child Seat
Anchor System
Black Rotary Shifter
Steering Wheel Mounted
Paddle Shifters
Selectable Steering Modes
Electric Power Steering
Auto-Dimming Rear View
Mirror
ParkView® Rear Back Up
Camera
ParkSense® Rear Park Assist
with Stop

continued on page 8

Arizona Auction Week Features Collector Car Auctions,
Vendors, Automobile Art, and Much More (see page 2 Editorial)

Sarah Auto News (left) with Weezy the Artist at Barrett-Jacksons Scottsdale Collector
Car Auction last year (photo Auto News)
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January 2018
Arizona Auction
Week Schedule

2018 Lexus
LS 500
Test Drive

Joyce Chow
Gives Back
at Christmas

Hyundai
Genesis G80
Test Drive

Toyota Tundra
TRD Limited
Test Drive

Bill McCallum
editor

Art Gould
feature editor

Joyce Chow
entertainment editor

Ed Barrett
feature writer

Scot McCallum
“Green Car Guy”

This January we will celebrate
our 20th year of attending Arizona Auction Week.
This event in the Phoenix/
Scottsdale area offers the largest
number of collector car auctions
in one place during the same time
period, headlined by the 47th
annual Barrett-Jackson Auction
(see page 1 & 4 photos)
Auction Schedules Include:
BARRETT - JACKSON @
West World
1/13/18 thru 1/21/18
RUSSO and STEELE @ Salt
River Fields
1/18/18 thru 1/21/18
BONHAMS @ Westin’s Kierland Resort
1/17/18
WORLDWIDE AUCTIONEERS @ Scottsdale Auto Park
1/17/18
RM SOTHEBY’S @ Arizona
Biltmore
1/18/18 thru 1/19/18
GOODING & COMPANY
@ Fashion Square Mall
1/19/18 thru 1/20/18
Team Auto News will be in
Phoenix/Scottsdale for auction
week and it should be on your
“BUCKET LIST” if your a buyer,
seller, or an auto enthusiast.

Style and a fresh new design distinguishes the Lexus LS for 2018.
Introduced in 1989, the flagship
of the luxury division of Toyota
is poised to reclaim its position
of leadership. Lexus gained much
attention when brought to market
as one of the first luxury divisions
to become successful from the
early entries in this new luxury
division experiment.
In fact, Lexus rose to the best
selling luxury vehicles in the
U.S. market for a decade, besting makers like Mercedes Benz,
BMW and domestic competitors
Cadillac and Lincoln. Lexus
offerings, although excellent in
build quality and technology
features, also became known as
boring in design compared to
competition.
New leadership
in Japan vowed to change that
image moving forward.
One look at the new Lexus LS
500, 500h and F SPORT models
reflect the extraordinary time and
precision that went into designing the important look of the new
grille. The signature Lexus ‘spindle grille’ required design modelers 8 hour days for 6 months to
continually click on their computers to create the 5,000 different
surfaces for the LS grilles as well
as some 7,000 individual surfaces
for the F SPORT. Boring design
is certainly a thing of the past for
the 2018 Lexus LS line.
The front of the LS has 3 head
lamps on either side with lines

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas...and a new car. Sound familiar? It’s the season of holiday
parties, gifting and cheer, and
one of my favorite times of year.
Reflecting back on this past year
where we count our blessings in
the midst of natural disasters and
unforeseen circumstances, I realize not only how fortunate I am
but how much you can impact
others lives by making Christmas
possible, feeding the hungry and
giving shelter to the homeless for
those less fortunate.
Partnering with The Salvation
Army this year, we created magic
moments with young talent and
legendary performers in a day
of entertainment topped off with
Santa Claus, and Tree Lighting to
kick off the Red Kettle season in
Hollywood and our “Christmas
is Love” event at The Original
Farmers Market at The Grove in
Los Angeles.
Lakers AC Green was appointed
as Salvation Army’s Sports/Entertainment Ambassador. Broadway Legend Carol Lawrence,
who played Maria in Broadway’s
“West Side Story” played tribute to it’s 60 years. Others entertainers included were: Radio
Legend Shadoe Stevens, LA Rams

Hyundai surprised the automotive world last year when it
created the new Genesis luxury
brand. So far, there are only two
models available, the G80 and
G90 sedans. But this year the
automaker expanded the lineup
a bit with the G80 Sport. This
model comes with macho styling,
tons of features, a performance
engine and a bargain price.
Genesis designers revamped
the almost benign face of the base
G80, and gave the Sport a rather
fearsome mug. This is a look that
intimidates. When you see that
black cross-hatch grille and those
squinty headlights in your rearview mirror, you’ll want to move
over and get out of the way.
Yet, the interior of the G80
Sport tells another story, and it’s
about luxury. Carbon-fiber and
brushed silver accents on the dash
and doors look upscale modern.
Rich leather seats are highlighted
by contrasting stitching, and
those in the front are adjustable
up to 16 ways, besides being
heated and ventilated. Seats in the
rear, feature contoured backrests
and excellent head-and legroom.
Furthermore, a power shade on
the back window will keep the
afternoon sun from roasting the

Toyota is making a statement
with the Tundra TRD Limited
Crew Cab. That statement is “...
don’t count us out in the Great
Truck Race for U. S. market
share. Without a doubt Ford’s is
still the leader with the all-time
best selling F-150. But, both
Chevrolet with their Silverado
and the FCA’s Ram brand are
working their way up the U.S.
sales chart. Both Nissan with
their Titan models and Toyota
with the Tundra and Tacoma
models are moving up the back
stretch in the Great Truck Race
for U. S. market share. The one
thing I have learned in 30 years
of publishing Auto News is never
count Toyota out when it comes
to crossing the finish line in the
race to produce and sell quality
vehicles including trucks.
The Toyota Tundra TRD 4
X 4 Limited Crew Cab is built
“Toyota Tough,” from the 5.7L
i-Force V8 DOHC 32V 381 hp
engine to the Double Wishbone
Front suspension w/ Stabilizer
bar,Trap Leaf Rear Suspension
with Staggered Q/B Shocks,
larger fuel tank (38 gallons) and
a larger tow package with a new
Tow Receiver Hitch and a 4.30
Axle.

continued on page 12

continued on page 16

continued on page 26

Other Auction Stories in this
Issue include:
Page 15 – The Excelsior-Henderson Collection Motorcycle
Auction in LV. Jan 23-27
Page 27 – Mecum Las Vegas
Auction Results

continued on page 8
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Mazda CX-5
Test Drive
Report

2018 Nissan
Leaf Gets A
New Look

2018 Ford
F-150
Test Drive

My First
Year with
“Team Auto News”

Fiat 124
is a
“Drivers Car”

David Schmidt
feature writer

Sally Hanson
travel editor

Howard Elmer
truck writer

Jordan Williams
millennial writer

Chris Chung
motorsports writer

The Mazda CX-5 is a small
crossover which prides itself on
being just a bit different.
While it accomplishes all the
family-oriented tasks a crossover
must, it does it while reminding
that if it was an ice cream cone it
wouldn’t be vanilla.
There have been some
changes, so the 2017 Mazda
CX-5 is slightly lower, and the
windshield is repositioned a bit
more than an inch to the rear,
so that the proportion of the
Mazda’s profile is slightly more
“classic.”
A dramatic line flows to the
car’s rear, ending at a trapezoidal
shape that extends from the lift
gate out toward each rear tire. I
find this to be an interesting look,
one that emphasizes the strong
look of the shoulders, something
crossovers are emphasizing in
the current design trend of these
highly popular cars.
In front the Mazda family face
uses thinner, headlamps that are
slightly lower than previously.
But there is still the signature
wing of the grille which keeps the

Early in 2018 the redesigned
Nissan LEAF will charge into
LEAF certified dealer’s showrooms throughout the United
States as an affordable all electric vehicle. Priced in the low
$30’s before federal and state
incentives, the second generation
LEAF includes new styling, more
power and a longer range battery.
The 2018 LEAF has become a
conventionally styled small car.
The EV’s weird styling in the
first generation LEAF is a thing
of the past. The words that previously described the LEAF’s exterior styling like “odd”. “strange’,
‘quirky’ and even “ugly” do not
accurately describe the 2018
LEAF.
The
five-door
hatchback
features a V-motion grille, body
side sculpting, and a wider, more
muscular front end. Boomerangshaped head and tail lamps have
replaced the bulbous headlights
and vertical taillights.
Even though the exterior
dimensions have increased nominally, the vehicle looks taller and
narrower. The 2018 LEAF is 0.4

Looking at the latest F-series
truck here on a farm in Michigan, it’s easy to image another
truck, one born not far from
here in Dearborn. That truck, the
F-1, started the current F-series
bloodline back in 1948; seventy
years ago. Ok, so I didn’t have
to image it. Ford brought out a
‘48 to show off as a companion
and sharp contrast to the newest
2018 offering from Ford. And,
together they looked great.
Styling for the 2018 is a tame
update of the current model
with cues like the lighting and
embossed logos being the key
changes. But past these cosmetic
changes they have also added
three new interior décor packages, six new rims for wheels
18 to 22-inches, and brought
back the mesh grille (last found
on a ’08 Ford). The other effort
is to blend the half-ton and HD
SuperDuty styles – that process
which started last year is now
done. They now both share the
same cabs and the same look.
Past this, technology in the form
of driver-assist features continue

We have discussed the latest
and greatest in customer service
centers at dealerships around
the country, visited the Lincoln
Experience Center, in Newport
Beach, CA promoting Lincoln
Brand awareness and education
amidst some flare and fun, traveled to the Porsche Experience
Center, where we had an equally
awesome experience with some
great rides, we looked at Fiat
Chrysler’s Millennial concept
car, Hyundai’s market savvy and
Millennial targeted Ioniq, and we
visited Killer Shrimp and Killer
Cars Show in Marina Del Ray,
California! Whew! What is ahead
as we move toward that first car
purchase?
Next I will highlight what
brands and dealerships should be
doing to attract the all-important
millennial market. See you then!

The Fiat 124 may not be the
fastest car on the block but it is
a true “drivers” car. It features all
the modern amenities you could
desire, but not excessively to the
point where it diminishes your
driving experience. Furthermore,
this MX-5 twin presents a more
sophisticated option for buyers
looking for the responsiveness
and experience of a 2-seater
sports coupe, while still arriving
to business meetings wrapped in
retro Italian styling.
Specifications:
The 124 shares its’ 90.9-inch
wheelbase and platform with
the MX-5, and is produced in
the same plant in Japan as its’
Mazda cousin. The Fiat 124
differs from the MX-5 though, in
that it features an Italian 1.4-liter
turbo power plant that puts out
160hp, and 184 ft-lb’s of torque.
Allowing the 124 to take you
from 0-60 in just 6.8 seconds.
(This is likely a conservative
estimate, as I was able to get
to 60mph in 6 seconds flat; and
other reports have been as low as
5.9 seconds.)

continued on page 10

continued on page 7

continued on page 6

Editor’s Note:
Please join us in Welcoming
Michelle Hale our new Asian
correspondent.
(See Pages 4, 7)

continued on page 16
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Barrett-Jackson’s Charity Donations
Closing in on $100 Million Dollars
Arv Voss
feature writer

Michelle Hale
asian correspondent

Harold Allen
feature writer

2018 MercedesInfiniti Picks
2017 Texas Truck
Benz E400 Coupe Dubai Auto Show
Rodeo Draws
Test Drive
for QX80 Launch 80 Journalists

Two-door hardtop Coupes are
seen infrequently these days,
particularly at the price point of
the Mercedes-Benz E400 Coupe.
This means that there are no “B”
pillars, and with front and rear
windows down, there is a stylish
opening from the “A” to “C”
pillar or sail panel, where the roof
flows gracefully and smoothly
into the short rear deck with an
integrated lip spoiler. There is a
small quarter window panel aft
that could be eliminated for a
totally clean opening.
A 3.0L, DOHC, 24-valve, biturbo V6 engine equipped with ECO
Start/Stop is the power source
for all E400s. The potent turbocharged V6 delivers 329 horsepower in a range from 5,260-6,000
rpm, while producing 354 lb-ft
of torque from 1,600-4,000 rpm.
The engine gears its motive force
to the driving wheels through a
9G-TRONIC 9-speed automatic
transmission with steering wheel
mounted paddle shifters.
In terms of its visual appeal,
the 2018 E-Class Coupe displays
alluring styling with its attractive proportions, simplistic, yet
elegant lines and sensual organic
forms. Examples - the large Mercedes Star emblem centered in the
bold, radiating diamond-block
grille; the iconic Mercedes-Benz
hood “power domes” (first seen on
the 1954 300 SL Gullwing sports
car), and distinctive crystal-like
taillamps are unique styling cues
that enhance the new E400 Coupe
in addition to the bright finished
elliptical exhaust outlets.
The cabin provides a classic
4-seat layout with premium materials borrowed from the S-Class,
creating a sporty, modern luxury
aura.. The standard central 12.3inch high-resolution COMAND
display can be augmented by
a second, optionally available
12.3-inch widescreen instrument
cluster that is merged under a
single glass panel, producing a
singular screen effect.
Slide into the driver’s seat
and you’re greeted by a dash
that sweeps eloquently across its
entire width and into the front
door panels. The TFT instrumentation appears in two sections.
Air vents are symmetrical in their
arrangement and resemble jet turbines. A warm, selectable multicolor glow appears beneath the
bright trim strip separating the
dash’s two panels and just above
the center stack’s supplemental
controls and storage compartment. A long storage space is
positioned under the dual-door
armrest.
The E400 Coupe is a showcase for comfort and convenience features as well as safety
and security fare, along with an
extensive inventory of connectivity and infotainment touches.
Optionally available is the extensive roster of Driver Assistance

continued on page 6

Living in Dubai opened my eyes
to a world of extravagance and the
city’s desire to be the best in the
world. Dubai is proud to showcase
their assets: the worlds tallest

continued on page 7

This year Austin, Texas was
the site of the 2017 Truck Rodeo.
With over 80 journalists attending and 53 trucks and SUV’s, it
was an incredible sight to see on

continued on page 9

Craig Jackson (center), Mark Fields, Ford (left), and Aaron
Shelby (right) at previous JDRF Charity celebration
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It appears that the demise of
the gasoline and diesel-powered
car is near, perhaps in less than 20
years. Will that demise be caused
by a lack of fuel, competition
and market forces or will it result
from some other reason besides
market forces? That poses a very
important question.
History tells us the best products are developed by market
forces and innovation, not by
government decree or intervention. When market forces ruled,
electric cars were 38 percent of
the car market in 1900, but by
1905 EVs’ share of the marketplace dropped to seven percent
and by 1912 after the invention
of the electric starter by Charles
Kettering (first offered on the
Cadillac), electric cars were sold
next to the buggy whips. Cars
powered by the internal combustion (I/C) engine had taken
over the market place, not by
government decree but because
they were simply a better motive
force and the fuel system offered
significantly greater flexibility
and utility. And the marketplace
decided that, not some government bozo(s).
If EVs were so great and were
a better source of personal transportation, then without ques-

tion, EVs would rule the market
place. But they don’t. Even with
EVs like the Tesla, Volt, Leaf and
more, EVs sales are less than one
percent of the marketplace and
that’s with significant government incentives and subsidies.
First is that EVs are very expensive. The main component, the
battery is extremely expensive
still allegedly costing about $270
a kilowatt hour (kWh) of energy
storage. The rule of thumb for
EV range is from 3-4 miles per
kWh, meaning for an EV with a
200-mile range (about a 60-kWh
battery), the cost for the battery
alone will be $16,200. And that
is just for the part, with no installation and markup. In today’s
market, there are several compact
cars that achieve 40 mpg that sell
for a transaction price below that
number and there many subcompact cars that can be had for 10-20
percent less than that number.
And the car types that are mentioned also have a fuel operating
expense less than an EV. In other
words, In many parts of California, for the same $5.00 of energy,
the compact (I/C) car will be able
to travel farther than the EV.
If you don’t think government
subsidies have anything to do

continued from page 3

More than 5,500 hydrogen
fuel cell vehicles have been sold
since they were launched, and
the number will easily top 6,000
by year-end 2017, Information
Trends stated today.
In a report, “Hydrogen Fuel
Cell Vehicles: A Global Analysis,” the market research firm disclosed that close to 2,400 hydrogen fuel cell vehicles were sold
in the first three quarters of 2017.
The sales activity is striking,
because a robust hydrogen fueling infrastructure is not widely
available yet, said Naqi Jaffery,
the lead author of the report.
By 2021, at least 10 brands will
be selling hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, Jaffery said. By this time,
hydrogen fueling infrastructures
will be sufficiently developed in
several regions to allow largescale hydrogen mobility.
Brands that will be competing for market share by 2021
include Toyota, Lexus, Hyundai, Kia, Honda, Mercedes-Benz
and BMW. Other entrants in this
space include Tata Motors, Pininfarina S.p.A. (owned by Mahindra & Mahindra) and Riversimple. More companies will join the
bandwagon after 2021.
The U.S. has generated 50

percent of the global hydrogen
fuel cell vehicle sales so far, and
Europe has been able muster only
10 percent, even though Europe
has more hydrogen stations than
the U.S.
This incongruity stems from
the fact that hydrogen stations in
Europe are spread out across 15
countries, but in the U.S., they
are concentrated in the San Francisco Bay Area and Los Angeles
and Orange counties in the state
of California.
Currently, Japan has the most
hydrogen stations, and vehicle
sales in Japan and Korea have
constituted 40 percent of the
global sales.
In terms of brands, Toyota
Mirai has swept the market with
over three-quarters of sales.
The rest of the sales are divided
between Hyundai ix35 Tucson
Fuel Cell and Honda Clarity Fuel
Cell, with the Hyundai vehicle
leading the Honda car by one percentage point.
The report, “Hydrogen Fuel
Cell Vehicles: A Global Analysis,” provides an update on the
status of the hydrogen fuel cell
vehicle market. It has sales data
up to the 3rd quarter of 2017 by
models and regions.

continued on page 9

Fiat 124 is a Drivers Car
by Chris Chung
The Fiat also differs from the
MX-5 in suspension components. The Fiat has its own
springs, dampers, and anti-roll
bars. Giving the 124 the ability
to gracefully take corners with
confidence. Body roll in this car
is virtually non-existent.
The Interior:
The materials inside are softtouch and aesthetically pleasing.
There is an infotainment center
perched on the dashboard that is
touch-screen, and easy to use. If
touch screen isn’t your preferred
method of control, there’s also
a center-console knob that can
be used to control the infotainment center. The seats are
decently comfortable and even
have speakers in the head rests

Reports “Information Trends”

for when you’re driving with the
top down. The convertible top is
intuitive and can be quickly be
put up or down in a few seconds.
The Driving Experience:
The driving experience is the
true differentiator for this car.
Driving this car makes driving
fun again. With 22psi of boost, it
has plenty of “pep” for your daily
commute. Low-end torque is
plentiful with minimal turbo lag.
And as mentioned before, bodyroll is minimal. Cruising down
the highway with the top-down is
truly a remarkable experience in
this car!
In terms of pricing, the 124
starts at $25,990. If you’re in
the market for a 2-seater sports
coupe, make sure to test drive
this car, as it truly brings a unique
driving experience.

250 New & Pre-owned In Stock!

445 East Pacific Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Tel 949/673-0900 • Fax 949/673-6079
Toll 800/423-7077
www.newportautocenter.com

AUTO NEWS® BYTES
ENUMCLAW HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
TEACHER NAMED FINALIST FOR 2017 HARBOR
FREIGHT TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS PRIZE FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE
Teacher, School Guaranteed $30,000; Could Win Top Award
of $100,000
An Enumclaw High School construction and architecture
teacher was named today one of 10 finalists for the 2017 Harbor
Freight Tools for Schools Prize for Teaching Excellence, which
will award more than $500,000 to outstanding skilled trades
teachers and programs in American public high schools. As a
finalist, the school and teacher will receive at least $30,000 and
up to $100,000 if they win the top prize.
Drawn from across the country and representing skilled trades
like construction, automotive, architecture, woodworking, manufacturing and marine systems technology, the 10 finalists are in
the running for three first-place prizes of $100,000, with $70,000
going to the high school skilled trades program and $30,000 to
the individual skilled trades teacher or teacher team behind the
winning program. The seven second-place winners will each be
awarded $30,000, with $20,000 going to the high school program
and $10,000 to the teacher/team. The winners will be announced
on Oct. 26.
The Harbor Freight Tools for Schools Prize for Teaching Excellence was designed to recognize outstanding instruction in the
skilled trades in U.S. public high schools that inspires students
to learn a trade that prepares them for a career after high school.
“We created this prize out of huge respect for the intelligence
and creativity of people who work with their hands to create, build
and repair,” said Eric Smidt, founder of the prize and founder,
owner and CEO of the national retailer Harbor Freight Tools.
“We’re proud to honor the important leadership of these skilled
trades teachers, who are working so hard to equip their students
with the know-how and skill to land good jobs, pursue bright
futures, and become part of a workforce our country needs.”
Enumclaw High School instructor Bob Kilmer was recognized
for his work teaching woodworking, computer-aided design and
architecture and construction, and he also serves as an instructional technology coach for the Enumclaw School District.
Kilmer teaches his students to use their tools, skills, materials
and processes to solve real-world problems, and this year they
will build a tiny house for a local family in need.
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2018 Ford
F-150
Test Drive
Review

2017 Pebble
Beach Concours
d’Elegance
Distributes $1.7
Million to
Charities as
Total Charitable
Donations Exceed
$25 Million

by Howard Elmer
continued from page 3

to be added; a process that Ford
works at constantly.
It’s this program of “constant
innovation” (a Ford catchphrase) that adds meaningful
content to its F-series almost
annually. They don’t wait for
generational changes to release
updates; instead year in and year
out they change mechanicals and
add tech as its needed responding
to its customers wants.
For 2018 the base engine in
all F-150’s will be the 3.3L V6
PFDI (Port Fuel Direct Injection) with a six-speed transmission. It makes 290 hp and 265
lb-ft of torque. Fuel economy
is 10.7L/100km combined (EPA
approved numbers). The other
PFDI engine in the line-up is the
5.0L V8. It makes a respectable
395 hp and 400 lb-ft of torque.
Fuel economy is 12.4L/100km
combined.
Then we get into the EcoBoost
engines. The 2.7L V6 is surprisingly powerful with 325hp and
400 lb-ft of torque which comes
on at a very low rpm of just
2,750. Also it gets 10.7L/100km
combined.
The 3.5L EcoBoost V6 which
first debuted in 2011 is now in
its second generation and is
rated at 375 hp and 470 lb-ft of
torque with a fuel number of
11.2L/100km combined.
The fifth powertrain is exclusive to the F-150 Raptor (for now
anyway) and is a 3.5L EcoBoost
HO version that bumps up the
V6’s output to 450hp and 510
lb-ft of torque. Fuel economy
dives to 14.7L/100km combined.
An innovation that was introduced late in 2017 was the all
new 10-speed transmission. With
the exception of the 3.3L V6 base
engine all others are now coupled
to this 10-speed. This tranny is
non-sequential, meaning it jumps
from gear to gear (whichever is
called for) without having to
bump up or down through every
other gear. It’s really quite something to see the indicator go
from tenth to fifth as you punch
the throttle. This transmission
features a high-speed one-way
clutch, improved kinematics, a
tow/haul mode, Gen II high efficiency filtration and an internal
start/stop oil pump that works
with that standard auto start-stop
feature that is found on all 2018
F-series trucks.
So, no truck introduction
would be complete without some
bragging about the “new” weight
capabilities. Ford has never been
shy about this and for 2018 they
are once again pushing the limits
and claiming new best-in class
numbers. These are 13,200 lb for
towing. For payload they have
posted a 3,270 lb figure. Stating
that the 2018 has larger axles this
F-series now has a Max GVWR
of 18,500 lb. All this on a pickup
we still refer to has a “half-ton”.
Perhaps it’s time to rethink that
label - as we left half-ton territory many, many years ago.

continued from page 1

Past and Future of the Ford F-150 (photo Ford Motor Co.)

2018 Mercedes-Benz
E400 4MATIC Coupe
A Stunningly Gorgeous
Two-Door Hardtop
by Arv Voss

continued from page 4

technologies that first bowed in
the 2017 E-Class Sedan.
My test 2018 Mercedes-Benz
E400 Coupe was the 4MATIC
version. The exterior finish was
Lunar Blue metallic, while the
interior was executed in Saddle
Brown and Black leather tones
with the disigno® treatment,
featuring Piano Black lacquer
Flowing Line Wood trim accents.
The base suggested retail price
was set at $61,400., while the
final tally came to $86,685.
after factoring in the Paint and
Trim, 19” AMG Sport 5-twinspoke alloy wheels shod with
high performance tires, rear
side airbags, Multicontour front
seats with a massage function
and feature as well a heating
and ventilation, AIR BODY
CONTROL air suspension, PO3
Premium 3 Package with a host
of driver assistance, convenience,
and connectivity features, RBU
Warmth and Comfort Package,
321 AMG Line and Destination
and Delivery charge.

SUMMARY:
The
2018
Mercedes-Benz E400 4MATIC
Coupe provides a fitting, elegant
and luxurious mode of transport
for the discerning man or woman
that is surpassed only if you’re
partial to open cars, by its stablemate E400 Cabriolet.
The 329 horses put out by
the 3.0-liter biturbo V6 delivers
performance equivalent to many
V8s – especially in the Drive
mode selector’s Sport + selection, which for some may be
a little too aggressive. Not to
worry, there’s also a Comfort
mode which is smoother, a Sport
mode for enhanced performance,
but not to the extreme and, an
Individual mode for customizable settings. The car’s 0-60 mph
time is a reasonable 5.2 seconds,
with a 130 mph electronically
limited top speed.
Handling attributes register on
the sporty and responsive scale
with a spot-on steering feel. The
E400 is remarkably stable, with
no excessive body roll, and the
ride quality is tunable to one’s
personal preference through the
Drive Mode Select feature.
For genuine audiophiles, the
Burmeister High End 3D Surround Sound System is incredible, but if you don’t fall into that
category, you can save $9,350.

Even though the rear seat room
has been increased, space can be
confining behind tall front seat
occupants.
Bottom line, the 2018 Mercedes-Benz E400 4MATIC Coupe
is a beautiful, comfortable and
satisfying machine that delivers
a stellar (as in Mercedes Star)
motoring experience.
SPECIFICATIONS:
2018 Mercedes-Benz E400
4MATIC Coupe
Base Price:
$61,400
Price as Tested: $86,685.
Engine Type and Size:
3.0-liter, DOHC, 24-valve
Biturbo V6 with ECO auto stop/
start.
Horsepower (bhp): 329 @
5,260-6,000 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 354 @
1,600-4,000 rpm
Transmission: 9G TRONIC
9-speed automatic with steering
wheel mounted paddle shifters.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / 4MATIC
All-Wheel Drive.
Suspension: Front - Independent
multi-link suspension with coil
spring, single-tube gas pressure with
variable damping and torsion bar.
Rear - Independent multi-link
suspension with coil spring,
single-tube gas pressure with
variable damping and torsion bar.

help the local community. Generous Concours participants, including entrants and judges, regularly
send in direct donations. Event
partners such as BMW, Infiniti,
Mercedes-Benz, Rolex and Bulgari donate valuable goods for
opportunity drawings, auctions
and awards. Additionally, volunteers donate much time and effort
to make the event a success.
That success translates directly
into donations for Concours charities. Pebble Beach Company
Foundation, the philanthropic
arm of Pebble Beach Company, serves as the event’s primary charitable partner, directing funds to more than 80 local
nonprofit educational programs
and overseeing the Phil Hill
Scholarships. Charitable partners
benefiting directly from the Concours include Boys & Girls Clubs
of Monterey County, Kinship
Center, Montage Health Foundation, Natividad Medical Foundation, Animal Friends Rescue
Project and United Way Monterey County. Additional charities volunteer time and effort in
exchange for donations, while
other non profits benefit from the
use of Concours infrastructure,
such as tents, to host fundraisers.
The 2018 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance will take place
on August 26, the fourth Sunday
of the month rather than its usual
third Sunday. For more information on the Concours and for tickets to the 2018 event, go to www.
pebblebeachconcours.net.
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Infiniti Picks Dubai Int’l.
Auto Show for the Global
Launch of the QX80 SUV
by Michelle Hale

continued from page 4

building, worlds largest mall, self
proclaimed seven star hotel - the
list goes on. It is no surprise one of
the most switched on places in the
Middle East is in love with SUV’s.
Where luxury meets practicality,
automakers like Infiniti cater to
the most discerning customers in
the Middle East and here in North
America.
On first look, it’s clear the
new 2018 QX80 takes Infiniti’s ‘Powerful Elegance’ design
language in a bold new direction,
creating a powerful, contemporary
and commanding aesthetic.
Infiniti says it chose the 2017
Dubai International Motor Show
for the global reveal of the new
QX80 as the Middle East is an
important strategic market in the
future, especially in the full-size
SUV segment. Infiniti claims it
can go head to head with the best
in the segment, including Lincoln’s
Navigator, Cadillac’s Escalade
and Mercedes’ GL. In a market
where SUV’s are fiercely competitive “the 2018 QX80 commands
a heightened flagship presence
within the Infiniti portfolio.” said
Randy Parker, vice president,
Infiniti Americas.
The 2018 QX80 is as comfortable in the city as in the desert and is
wrapped in luxury, with a spacious
cabin, quality materials, handcrafted feel and advanced driveassist technologies – providing a
sense of inclusive, modern luxury
and setting new standards for
sophistication transportation.
Dubai is comprised of 85%

expats, all whom bring their own
driving styles, for better or worse.
Some follow the rules and some
don’t. Negotiating tailgaters and
the throng of traffic on the emirate’s main thoroughfare every day,
the 12-lane Sheikh Zayed road,
requires a commanding presence,
and the QX80 delivers. With a taut
yet comfort orientated suspension
and ample performance from its
5.6-liter V8 engine, the new QX80
gives drivers an assured feeling of
control and confidence at the wheel.
The Middle East is important to
the luxury car industry and Infiniti
because traveling in luxury is a
status symbol. “The Infiniti QX80
has been designed and engineered
to allow customers to travel
everywhere in luxury. Our flagship SUV features a high-quality,

hand-crafted interior, creating a
driver-centric, passenger-minded
space for inclusive, modern luxury
travel.” Christian Meunier, Infiniti
global division vice president.
The 2018 QX80 is available as
a seven or eight passenger seat

vehicle, and is offered in 2WD
and 4WD versions, both of which
are equipped with an advanced
400-horsepower 5.6-liter DOHC
V8 engine featuring Direct Injection Gasoline and VVEL (Variable
Valve Event and Lift) technology.

QX80 4WD models feature Infiniti
All-mode 4WD with computercontrolled transfer case and three
settings (Auto, 4H and 4L).
The new 2018 QX80 will arrive
in Infiniti dealerships in January
2018.

2018 Infiniti QX80 AWD (photo Michelle Hale)

2018 Nissan Leaf Gets New Look
by Sally Hanson

continued from page 3

inches lower, 0.8 inches wider
and 1.4i inches longer.
Quiet and comfortable, the
new LEAF offers 147 horsepower with instant acceleration
and 100% torque off the line.
Three different types of cruise
control are offered. The top level
is Nissan’s Pro Pilot assist which
adds active lane control to adaptive cruise. E-pedal, a device
which allows full control for
the car using one pedal, is also
included.
The LEAF’s longer range
battery is bumped up to average
150 miles. This—along with the

availability of charging stations
—makes the LEAF attractive
for a weekend trip as well as a
commuter car. LEAF continues
with the 50KW CHAdeMO
system for charging.
The redesigned LEAF has
been named a “2018 Best of
Innovation” honoree and will be
featured at the Consumer Electronics Show held in Las Vegas
in January.
The styling, the power and
the battery range make the 2018
Nissan Leaf a value you should
consider when kicking off the
New Year.
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2018 Nissan Leaf (photo Auto News)
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2018 Lexus LS 500 Test Drive Review by Art Gould
continued from page 2

Inside INDIA
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum

Automotive engineering show
Industry Minister, Thiru. M.C. Sampath inaugurates Automotive
Engineering Show 2017
The 11th edition opened its gates to new and evolving trends
in the automotive industry
ACMA conducted exclusive seminar on Post GST Implementation
Thiru M.C. Sampath, Hon’ble Minister for Industries - Industries, Steel Control and Special Initiatives, Government of Tamil
Nadu inaugurated Automotive Engineering Show (AES) 2017,
India’s only trade fair focused on technologies for automotive
manufacturing in Chennai last month. Hosting over 75 exhibitors,
the 11th edition is spread across halls 2 and 3 at Chennai Trade
Centre.
The opening ceremony of this key business gathering witnessed
eminent members from the auto industry. Addressing guests present at the ceremony, Thiru M.C. Sampath, Hon’ble Minister
for Industries - Industries, Steel Control and Special Initiatives,
Govt. of Tamil Nadu said: “It gives me great pleasure to be here
at the inauguration of the 11th edition of Automotive Engineering Show in Chennai. Messe Frankfurt Trade Fairs India is one
of the world’s largest trade fair corporations that promotes Indian
brands in different countries across the globe. It brings top decision makers and buyers to generate maximum business prospects
for its exhibitors. This makes the company a trusted trade partner
amongst the industry stakeholders. Tamil Nadu is known for automobile manufacturing and is the earliest state to start car manufacturing. The city Chennai has emerged as the largest exporter
of automobiles in India and today, it is one of the top 10 global
auto hubs. This city has an installed capacity to produce 1.42 lakh
cards and about 3.61 lakh commercial vehicles each year.”
The Hon’ble Minister for Industries also announced a new
law – Business Facilitation Act & Rules 2017, which has been
enacted by the government of Tamil Nadu. This law will provide
an investor friendly environment to enable the potential investors
to do business with ease. He also stated this to be an historical
event in the history of Tamil Nadu.
Also present at the event were significant members from the
auto industry including:
Thiru Mati Shilpa Prabhakar IAS, Vice President, Industry Guidance Bureau, Industry Department, Government of Tamil Nadu
Mr Akira Muramoto- VP Instruments, Nikon India
Mr Arunthtamilan Rajaram, Branch Manager, Omron Automation India Pvt Ltd
Mr Sunil Mehta, Chairman CLPA, General Manager Mitsubishi Electric
Nagaraj Sharma – National Sales Leader (Power Tools) Ingersoll Rand India
Mr Raj Manek, Managing Director, Messe Frankfurt Trade
Fairs India Pvt Ltd
Mr Raj Manek, Managing Director, Messe Frankfurt Trade
Fairs India Pvt Ltd shared: “We have a series of product launches
and new introductions by 75 technology-leading companies on
the show floor. We are certain about Chennai and AES 2017 to
be the best combination for our exhibitors to explore the southern
market and establish a strong business communication with the
OEMs and automotive component decision makers.”
For fair event info: please visit www.aes-show.com
For media info: visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com

2018 Lexus LS 500
(photo Art Gould)

that form the angle of the “L” (for
Lexus). The same theme is carried to the tail lights. Proportions
on the new version of the flag
ship entry are now longer, lower,
wider and more aggressive for the
once most popular luxury sedan.
Backseat space and ease of
getting in and out of the vehicle
is evident with even six footers.
Extra attention to design by pursuing flowing pillars that were
pushed backwards by adding a
piece of glass. Some unusual interior design elements include seat
designs that incorporate the door
trim armrests as part of the seats.
It’s as if passengers are resting in
a favorite chair as they matched
the heights, angles and length of
the center console with the armrests for maximum comfort.
The interior illumination uses
gentle lights to welcome the passengers the moment the door
is opened. For the door panels,
hand pleating is crafted by fold-

Inside Europe
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum

Gasoline Pump Housing

Hirschvogel has gained the series order for the housing of a gasoline
high-pressure pump made of stainless steel.
The gasoline high-pressure pump compresses the fuel supplied by the
fuel pump so that it reaches the necessary pressure for direct injection.
With current systems, this pressure amounts to approx. 250 bar. The fuel
is supplied from the high-pressure pump of the rail and injected as a fine
spray into the engine combustion chamber. The high-pressure pump is
driven directly by the engine camshaft. The pressure generated is determined by the stroke of the cylinder and measured using an integrated
sensor. To reduce fuel consumption and harmful emissions, pressures in
gasoline direct injection are continuing to increase. Up to now, the housing of the high-pressure pump was machined from bar material, and the
sheet metal fastening flange as well as the connector sleeves were joined
by means of laser welding.
In the forged monoblock solution from Hirschvogel, the connector
sleeves are located directly on the housing. This means that the joining
process, which can lead to critical distortion in the highly loaded cylinder area, is rendered unnecessary. As the number of strokes lies at more
than 10,000 per minute, the precision requirements are very stringent.
Thanks to the near-net-shape geometry of the forged part in the areas which are not loaded, a significant weight reduction could also be
achieved in comparison to the turned bar part. A one-cylinder high-pressure pump should initially be operated at a system pressure of 350 bar
and is designed for even higher pressures. It has an integrated pressure
relief valve to avoid high injection pressures. The part geometry, material selection and the production process were developed in a simultaneous engineering process together with the customer.
To achieve worldwide application of the injection system, another requirement was that the pump should demonstrate chemical resistance
to diverse gasolines as well as to pure ethanol. To do this, the pump is
produced from a stainless martensitic steel. This material is being used
at Hirschvogel for the first time for a part in series production and offers
very good corrosion properties as well as outstanding strength values.
The hot forging of the part is carried out on automated forging machines
in Denklingen. To chemically remove residues of non-stainless steel on
the part surface and thus to attain high corrosion resistance, the parts are
pickled and passivated following heat treatment.
Other customers have recognized the advantage of forged pump housings made of stainless steel for gasoline direct injection and have already
ordered sample parts
from Hirschvogel. The
same trend can be seen
with manufactured gasoline rails. These are
usually pressure-tight
only up to an injection
pressure of 250 bar.
At higher pressures,
a monoblock solution
with a forged part offers a fundamental
advantage in terms of
strength and tightness
compared to the brazed
types.

ing by hand, crease by crease, to
create a dramatic, three-dimensional surface. For the decorative
door panels, masters of ‘kiriko’
glass, a tradition continuing from
the Edo era, carved out the beautiful cuts that change expressions
of lighting from every angle.
Under the hood changes have
kept the new LS relevant as well
as functional.. The availability
of a V8 engine has disappeared,
replaced with a 3.5-liter twinturbo V6 rated at 415 horsepower
and 442 pound-feet of torque.
A 10-speed electronically controlled
automatic
transmission takes the power to the rear
wheels. This supplies comparable acceleration to competitors’
V8 Turbos all the while achieving impressive fuel economy.
Three versions are offered in
the new Lexus LS lineup. The
LS 500 with optional All Wheel
Drive, the F Sport version with
standard Rear Wheel Drive and
the LS 500 h Hybrid with RWD.
The hybrid version joins the company that sells the most hybrids
in the industry. From entry level
cars to the most luxurious, Lexus
and the Toyota technology have
had the most experience in building hybrids that work, and with
a dozen or more years, this company has more on the road than
anybody.
Driving modes are selectable
via a dashboard knob positioned
just behind the steering wheel
on the right side. These modes
include Eco, Normal, Comfort,
Custom, Sport S and Sport S
Plus. Easy to access for quick
mode changes allow for noticeable driving sensitivity steps.
The new LS has a sporty feel
for street driving as well as a well
balanced weight distribution and
a very good feel on center like the
best in the past, LC 500. Even
the softer modes can feel a little
firmer in the F Sport model. The
new model year brings continuously variable firmness where the
previous generations had just a
few fixed levels.
EPA fuel mileage estimates
for the Hybrid model are still to
be announced. Early estimates
of 25/33/28 mpg city/highway/
combined with RWD sound
good for this full size sedan. The
drive is excellent with power to
spare with the bench mark Lexus
smooth feel. Pricing is yet to be
announced as the February 2018
on sale gets closer.

The Dodge
Durango
Excels on
1,200 Mile
Road Trip
continued from page 3

Keyless Go
Remote Start System
Trailer Sway Damping
Security Alarm
With a base MSRP of $40,095
and $49,660 including all available options, the Dodge Durango
GT Brass Monkey AWD 3-Row
SUV competes with luxury
SUV’s priced at 60K to 90K. We
suggest a test your at your nearest
Dodge Dealer.
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Will Pure Electric Vehicles
(EVs) Survive in the U.S. Without
Government Rebates & Mandates?
continued from page 5

currently with the meager sales
of EVs we have an actual example, Hong Kong. Tesla was doing
a brisk sales business in Hong
Kong with its EV. Recently Hong
Kong stop all subsidies and Tesla
sales have all but dried up. What
do you think would happen here
if all subsidies were terminated?
The powertrain for the compact car costs about $3,500, for
an EV with a 60-kWh battery it’s
about $20,000. And the average
compact car has a range of 400
miles and a highway range of 500
or more miles, not the miniscule
200-mile range of a 60 kWh EV.
The refueling time for the compact car will be about two minutes
and for the EV on a 220 Volt charger it will take a minimum of 4-5
hours (8 hours or more on a 110
Volt outlet). Even a supercharger
(called CHAdeMO) it will take
nearly an hour and potentially
shorten battery life. And then
there is an issue no one talks
about, cold weather. Batteries do
not perform well in cold and hot
weather and in winter time EVs
will not have the promised range.
When temps approach 32 degrees,
it will significantly degrade EV
range, depending on how cold;
published reports show a 57 percent range loss at minus 20f. East
Coasters beware. At temperatures
above 95 f, range can drop by
about 35 percent. Batteries work
best in moderate climes.

Even in today’s market of
saving the world mantras (a fallacy), EVs have only one percent
of the market, even with huge
government subsidies. Chevy’s
remarkable Volt EV with a solid
200-mile range and a fictitious
base price of about $35,000 (less
than $30,000 with tax credits,
with high income earners getting the most benefit here) is not
selling all that well, with Chevy
intentionally slowing production
because of slow sales. A benefit
for GM as they lose money on
every Volt, anyway. And then
there is Tesla, which without government subsidies has lost significant money in every quarter since
its inception. Even with government subsidies of about $0ne
Billion, Tesla has lost significant
money in 18 of the last 20 quarters, (now totaling $2.4 Billion).
So how are electric cars going
to take over the market and push
conventional I/C cars out of existence? By government decree
and mandates, that’s how! Not by
consumer demand, not by making
a better mousetrap, not by fuel
becoming expensive (oil reserves
are growing, not shrinking), not
by price, but by government fiat
(not by the Fiat 500 EV). That’s
how it will happen.
China, which is about 30 percent of global auto sales recently
announced in one fashion or
another that the government will
end conventional I/C car sales

within about 20 years. The governments of the Netherlands and
Norway said it would end I/C car
sales by 2025, India said it would
end I/C car sales by 2030.
The governments of France
and Britain said I/C sales would
end by 2040 and Germany has
hinted it will follow suit.
Hybrids might be allowed
under these new fiats and mandates which will mean 90 percent
of the motive power will come
from an I/C, so then the mandate
is just hot air, but the bottom line
is that EVs cannot compete in
any fashion with conventional
I/C vehicles. The only way they
can is by a government mandate
which bans I/C engines. The
marketplace does not want EVs
but governments do and it has
nothing to do with the environment and everything to do with
controlling and limiting the freedom of its governed. The global
warming argument is a red herring as most electrical power will
still be made by co2 emitting
plants, anyway. And of course,
the empirical data continues to
point that human induced global
warming (AGW), climate change
or whatever the nom de jour may
be is nothing more than a political movement and has nothing
to do with the environment. The
data is clear that AGW is an
insignificant issue.
EVs might become practical,
affordable transportation, possibly when the element known
as “Unobtainium” is discovered,
but it will never happen by government fiat and its discovery
appears highly unlikely.

2017 Texas
Truck Rodeo

(30Years 1987-2017)
continued from page 4

the Longhorn River Ranch, in
Dripping Springs, Texas. With
lots of manufacturers vying for
the coveted award “The Truck of
Texas”. Each manufacturer was
on hand to talk about their trucks
and show off their latest features
that make trucks as luxurious and
many cars. As some trucks today
have price tags a high as 95k
everyone has some type of special Texas edition.
Ram with its 1500 Laramie
South Fork edition and Ford with
the King Ranch edition and the
new Limited Ford F-250 edition
it was tough to come up with
a winner. In the SUV race the
2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio was
the winner of the new CUV of
Texas and “Luxury Crossover of
Texas”. Nick Phillips, president
of the Texas Auto Writers Association said “The Ford 2018 F-150
Pickup, boosted by its extreme
performance the 2018 Raptor
model along with updated Boost
engine and 10-speed transmission, convinced our journalists to
bestow the Truck of Texas trophy
to Ford Motor Company,” for
the 2018 F-150 “ With the new
2018 F-150, we’re honored to
earn back to back Truck of Texas
awards for F-Series, a recognition
that speaks to the truck team’s
dedication to our hard-working
customers” said Raj Nair, executive vice president and president
of North America. “That’s espe-
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cially true here in Texas – the
truck capital of the world.
One additional note a newlyrevealed B-1 all-electric SUV
was on display and CEO Robert
Bollinger was on hand to answer
any questions about the truck.
Additional winners were:
Truck of Texas: 2018 Ford F150
SUV of Texas: 2018 ,Volvo XC60
CUV of Texas: Alfa Romeo
Stelvio Ti Sport
Heavy duty pickup truck: 2018
Ram 2500 Limited Tungsten
Best commercial vehicle: 2018
Nissan Titan King Cab
SV Luxury pickup truck: 2018
Ram 1500 Laramie Longhorn
South Fork
Off-road pickup: 2017 Ford F150
Raptor
Full-size pickup: 2018 Nissan
Titan Midnight Edition
Midsize pickup: 2017 Toyota
Tacoma TRD Pro
Best Technology: Nissan Pro Pilot
Best connectivity: Volvo XC60
Best powertrain: Volvo XC60
Off-road utility vehicle: 2017
Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon Recon
Sub-Compact SUV: 2017 Jeep
Renegade Desert Hawk
Compact SUV: 2018 Nissan
Rogue Platinum
Mid-size Luxury SUV: 2018
Volvo XC60
Compact Luxury SUV: 2018
Infiniti QX30 Premium AWD
Full-size SUV: 2018 Dodge
Durango SRT
Mid-size SUV: 2017 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Trailhawk
Compact SUV: 2018 Nissan
Rogue Platinum
Full-size CUV: 2018 Mazda
CX9 Grand Touring AWD
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Mazda CX-5 Test Drive Report “Mazda’s
Small Crossover” by David Schmidt
continued from page 3

eye horizontal, making it appear
wider.
Inside the center section is
higher and the gearshift knob sits
about two inches higher. From
inside you quickly notice the
smaller outside rearview mirrors
which make less wind noise, and
open up side visibility. I’m not
sure I can recall a time when a
side mirror blocked any view, but
that may just be me.
At least it sounds like progress,
and certainly does impact aerodynamics and cabin noise. The rear
belt line is slightly lower as well
and this will improve both visibility and cabin “openness” while
the rear window now becomes a
single piece of glass.
The interior is attractive and
modern, and is just different
enough from the mainstream to
remind owners and passengers
that Mazda is a company that
goes its own way. This is true in
how they drive, as well as how
they look.
The seven-inch display in the
middle of the dashboard is now
higher. That makes it easier –
and safer – to glance at it while
driving without as long a time
focusing, reading it and refocusing on the road.
The new CX-5 has Mazda
Connect, handling the connectivity needs which include all
the social networking activities
really good drivers always use
while they’re driving. At least
they do include hands-free phone

operation. I like that the car uses
SD cards for navigation, making
it easier to update maps and data,
and this does.
There is a 10-speaker Bose
sound system using Bose’s AudioPilot2, a system that adjusts for
ambient noise with the surroundsound system. While most people
buying these mid-sized and midpriced crossovers are often young
families who have more to worry
about than whether their stereo
sounds good, they are plenty glad
to listen to it, and this is a nice
system.
But for me what almost always
sets Mazda’s apart is the way
they drive, and that is true of this
car. The model I tested was the
CX-5 Grand Touring AWD. It
may be a crossover, the purpose
of which is to carry small families and empty nesters through
their appointed rounds. But that
doesn’t mean it can’t be enjoyable to drive.
For the CX-5 that means it
drives like a sedan, in spite of
its extra height. The steering
is just a little bit more precise,
the acceleration just a bit more
noticeable and the handling just
a bit more effective. This isn’t a
big difference, but the CX-5 has
a MacPherson strut front suspension and multi-link rear which
match a car’s, and its rack-andpinion steering is equally quick
and responsive.
Add to this that the Mazda
CX-5 has vectoring control

Mazda CX-5 (photo by David Schmidt)
which adjusts the engine torque
in response to steering wheel
action. The value to this is
controlling the load on each
wheel and therefore “helping”
the CX-5 around a corner. This
is more valuable in a sport ute,
since they have a higher center
of gravity and are more likely to
sway more than a car.
Its engine is a 2.5-liter fourcylinder producing 184 hp. and
185 lb.-ft. of peak torque. It sends
that power to all four wheels

through a six-speed automatic
transmission. City EPA mileage
rating is 24 mpg with 30 mpg
highway.
On the road, it gives you plenty
of feedback through the steering
wheel, and if you step on the accelerator it reacts quickly. These two
things are probably why it feels
like driving a car compared to
some of its competitors. When
you corner, it seems to stay flatter
and be more comfortable, there
is little nose dive when you press

upon the brake pedal and activate
the ventilated front and solid rear
disk brakes. You would need a lot
more power before these brakes
suffer in comparison.
The CX-5 has enough options
to let buyers choose their features,
including many electronic driver
assists and passenger conveniences that you would expect
on more expensive cars. For
those who don’t want additional
features, the CX-5 has a base
price of $21,795.

52nd Annual

February 17 & 18, 2018

Holiday / Auto Show 2017-2018

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com

Auto Group
SEASON’S BEST

Courtesy
transportation vehicle sale

2017 ESCALADE

Ultra-low Mileage lease for well-qualified lessees.

899 / 36 /

$

PER MONTH

Months

$

6,119

$

Due at Signing
after all offers

30k miles per year

0

Due at

Signing

on leasing offers

DOUG’S CADILLAC 17545 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, WA 98133

866-527-1744 Sales

www.dougs.com

Home of Doug’s exclusive valet service for all GM brands – If your daily schedule is making it difficult to get your vehicle in for service
or repairs, Doug’s offers Signature Valet pick up and delivery service to make your life easier. Whether you are bringing your car in for regular
maintenance or need some repairs, we will be happy to set you up with complimentary signature valet service.

Mazda3
Sedan & Hatchback

2018
Mazda CX-3

0% APR OR $199

for 60 Months

1,500 OR 0% APR

$

Mo
for
33/mos Lease

DOUG’S LYNNWOOD MAZDA
(425) 774-3551 Phone

Customer Cash

22130 Hwy, 99, Edmonds, WA 98026
www.dougs.com
(206) 523-3885 Seattle
(888) 827-0868 Toll Free

2017 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport

New s
Model

28
k
In Stoc

minimum
$
7,000 OFF MSRP

for 60 Months

2017 Hyundai Ioniq

179

$

/ mo
36/mo Lease

DOUG’S HYUNDAI
20612 Highway 99, Lynnwood, WA 98063
www.dougs.com
(425) 774-9000 Phone
(206) 523-0138 Seattle
(888) 200-9994 Toll Free
Prices and Offers Subject to Change without Notice + Leases Subject to Credit Approval with information at Dealership
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CARS , STARS and films

Joyce Chow Gives Back With Her Holiday Christmas Party

On the red carpet with Clinton H. Wallace, Joyce Chow, Sha Na Na, and The next generation of legends with Jimmy Rooney, Dillon Campbell,
BJ Korros (photo Joyce Chow)
Mallory Lewis and Kiki Ebsen (photo Joyce Chow)
Turtles), Dillon Campbell (Glen Doubled”, Amber Martinez “Yes (Goody Awards).
Next time you hear a bell
continued from page 3
mascot and cheerleaders, LA
Kings mascot and cheerleader,
LA Rams Legend Rosey Grier,
Grammy singer Miguelito, Genesis Paz (La Voz Kids), Emmanuel Kelly (X-Factor), Mario Jose
(American Idol), Mallory Lewis
and Lambchop, Kiki Ebsen, Greg
Cipes (Teenage Mutant Ninja

To customize yours:
DiMora Motorcar
Phone +1 760-832-9070
Palm Springs, California U.S.A.
sales@DiMoraMotorcar.com
www.DiMoraMontorcar.com

Campbell’s son), Heavenly Joy
(Legendary Grammy winner
Rodney Jerkins daughter), Trumpeter David Longoria, Amber
West, Rodney Allen Rippy, Sha
Na Na “Ugly Christmas Sweater”,
James Ganiere “Gear Heads”,
Rodney Allen Rippy, Gloria Kisel
“Sequel of Life”, Joell Posey “Love

No Yin Yang” and InRage Entertainment artists. Our team VIPs
that helped create the magic
moments included BJ Korros
(The Hollywood Moment), Clinton H. Wallace (Photomundo
International), Influencer Diana
Kelly and Holly Davidson (iconnectyou.today) and Liz H. Kelly

It was a day to remember of
music, laughter, joy, giving, appreciation and fans where you can
smile and say this is Christmas,
Christmas is Love. Each of the
artists created their own celebrity kettle so the holiday spirit of
giving and love would ripple long
past the day.

ring and see a kettle, show that
“Christmas Is Love” as you share
your spirit of giving and help
those in need. It will warm your
heart. Paying it forward can
change the world one person at a
time, just imagine.

Sir Alfred
DiMora Designs
and Builds
“Rolling Art”

A native of Rochester, New
York, Sir Alfred J. DiMora was
fascinated by cars from the age
of ten. He worked at service stations in his early teens, during
which time he rebuilt a burnedout 1939 Buick before he was
old enough to drive. Working in
a co-op program, he earned his
machinist degree and became a
certified welder.
In 1976, Mr. DiMora moved to
Santa Barbara, California where
he built limited-production luxury
cars as an early employee of
the then recently-formed Clenet
Coachworks. He later co-founded
Sceptre Motorcar Company, and
their Sceptre 6.6S won the Bestof-Show award at the Los Angeles Auto Show in 1978.
After Clenet production was
halted, DiMora bought the company’s rights and assets, then created a new factory in Carpinteria,
California. As owner, CEO, and
Chief Automotive Designer at the
new Clenet Coachworks Inc., he
revived production and continued
developing Clenets, delighting
celebrities, royalty, and neoclassic motorcar enthusiasts around
the world.
President Reagan declared
1986 the Centennial Year of the
Gasoline-Powered Automobile.
Mr. DiMora’s Clenet was selected
as the Official Centennial Car. As
a result, he and the automobile
were honored at the Automotive
Hall of Fame in Michigan. Clenets
were called “Drive Art” by Automotive Age and the “American
Rolls-Royce” by Fortune.

continued on page 13
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Sir Alfred
DiMora Designs 2018 Chevrolet
and Builds
Traverse 3LT
“Rolling Art” Leather SUV
continued from page 12
As an entrepreneur and busi- Features All-New
ness consultant, Mr. DiMora has
advised and built companies in Exterior Design
industries as diverse as chemical
recycling, public relations management, software development,
television infomercial production, and real estate development.
In the mid-1990s, he innovated
in chemical recycling, automobile and truck antifreeze production and distribution, and hazardous waste management at PRS,
Inc., in Salt Lake City, Utah. He
served on the American Society
of Testing and Materials Committee as the first non-chemist.
During this period, he created
and marketed the first readyto-use 50/50 antifreeze, which
quickly went on to be a bestseller.
In 1997, Mr. DiMora founded
Star Bridge Systems, Inc. to
advance reconfigurable computing technologies. Star Bridge
created powerful, high-performance computer platforms and
a new software language called
Viva, for a new supercomputer
platform called hypercomputing.
Star Bridge customers include
NASA, the U.S. Air Force, and
the National Cancer Institute.
Mr. DiMora served as Chairman,
CEO, and President.
As owner of DiMora Entertainment, Mr. DiMora is a major
participant in the development
of very large Ferris wheels to be
constructed in North America
and Asia. He also served as Vice
President for Finance of Envision Entertainment Corp., producers of such major Hollywood
movies as Freelancers starring Robert De Niro and Forest
Whitaker.
Mr. DiMora owns a telecommunications company, DiMora
Mobile that manufactures and
sells unlocked dual-SIM smartphones.
In recent years, Mr. DiMora
has expanded into renewable
energy technologies and the use
of solar power. He is currently in
development for a state-of-the-art
battery technology for use in the
automotive industry. The project
is currently referred to as Project SunSource and is set to debut
within the DiMora Vietnam division of all-electric taxicabs.
Sir Alfred J. DiMora was
inducted into the Knights of
Malta in 2001. He is a member
of the Motor Press Guild and
the Society of Automotive Engineers. He was inducted into the
Alumni Hall of Fame of GatesChili High School, and he was
honored with a star on the Palm
Springs Walk of Stars.
Mr. DiMora enjoys giving
back to the community. He is on
the Board of Directors for Cruise
4 Kids, one of San Diego’s fastest growing 501(c)3 non-profits
that raises money through charity
events that help fund youth programs in the Southern California
area.
Mr. DiMora lives in Palm
Springs with his wife, Yvonne. In
his spare time, he enjoys trading
Bitcoin.
For additional information,
please visit www.dimoramotorcar.com

by Bill McCallum
The 2018 Chevrolet TRAVERSE FWD 3LT LEATHER
SUV model we tested has been
completely redesigned. With a
base MSRP of $ 41,150 and 18
city/27 highway/ 21 combined
MPG the 2018 Chevrolet Traverse FWD 3LT SUV we tested
is a “best value” in it’s class.
Vehicle Highlights Include:
• Completely redesigned for
2018, offering technologies to
help keep passengers of all ages
and lifestyles comfortable and
connected
• Offers what is expected to be
best-in-class third-row legroom,
maximum cargo room and passenger volume
• New look inspired by Chevrolet’s full-size SUVs, complemented with premium cues
such as chrome accents, LED
signature lighting and available
D-Optic LED headlamps
• Lineup includes new, sporty
RS and luxurious High Country trims, along with L, LS, LT

(Cloth and Leather) ad Premier
• New enhanced Smart Slide
second-row seating. The curbside
seat is capable of tipping up and
sliding forward, even with a forward-facing child seat in place, to
provide easy access to the third
row
• Available 7- and 8-inch-diagonal MyLink infotainment systems designed to support Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto, as
well as an available OnStar 4G
LTE Wi-Fi hotspot
• Chevrolet’s
Rear
Seat
Reminder feature is standard on
all trim levels
• New 3.6L V-6 and ninespeed automatic transmission are
standard; the new RS features a
2.0L turbo engine

• New Traction Mode Select
allows the driver to make realtime adjustments to the vehicle’s
driving mode to account for varying road conditions
• High Country’s exclusive
Advanced AWD system employe
twin-clutch technology
Safety Features Include:
• Air bags: frontal and sideimpact for driver and front passenger, driver and front passenger inboard seat-mounted
side-impact; head curtain sideimpact for all rows in outboard
positions
• Available Rear Cross Traffic
Alert, Rear Park Assist and Side
Blind Zone Alert
• Driver Confidence II Package is available on Premier and
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includes Low Speed Forward
Braking, Forward Collision
Alert, Lane Keep Assist with
Lane Departure Warning, Following Distance Indicator, Front
Pedestrian Detection and IntelliBeam headlamps (content is
standard in High Country, except
Low Speed Forward Automatic
Braking)
• Front Automatic Braking is
standard on High Country
• Surround Vision is standard on LT Leather, RS, Premier
and High Country; Rear Vision
camera is standard on other
models
If your considered buying a
new SUV, stop by your nearest
Chevrolet dealer for a Traverse
test drives.

2018 Chevrolet Traverse SUV (photo Auto News)

THE NEXT 2018 VOLT

AND ALL-NEW BOLT

THE BEST IN CLASS COLORADO
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The ExcelsiorSHOWCASE REVIEWS
Henderson
Motorcycle Brand
JEEP RENEGADE TRAILHAWK
Offered by Mecum ACURA MDX SPORT HYBRID
at Las Vegas Auction

An Unprecedented Opportunity to Own All Intellectual Property from Last of “The Big 3”
A unique offering by Mecum
Auctions will take place in Las
Vegas on Jan. 27, 2018, at the
South Point Hotel & Casino.
The iconic Excelsior-Henderson
motorcycle brand and all its intellectual property will be auctioned
at the 27th annual Mecum Las
Vegas Motorcycle Auction, which
will span Jan. 23-27 and present
1,750 motorcycles for auction.
Included in the purchase will be
the ownership of the ExcelsiorHenderson brand name, all federally registered trademarks, web
domains and includes the previous motorcycle frame and engine
designs, as well as the expired
patents that can only be effectively exploited by the owner of
Excelsior-Henderson.
Excelsior-Henderson was historically one of the “Big 3”
among motorcycle manufacturers and saw its greatest successes
under the ownership and direction of Ignaz Schwinn, whose
mighty two-wheeled empire in
Chicago earned most of its profit
from bicycles. From 1911-21,
Henderson’s were the only 4-cylinder motorcycles produced in
the U.S., and by the late 1920s,
it was Excelsior-Henderson and
Indian that dominated the 45
cubic-inch market with the Super
X and Scout models. Their big
models—the Henderson Four,
as well as the Indian Chief and
Four—were admired the world
over, and were in many ways the
most attractive and technically
interesting motorcycles built in
the U.S. Nevertheless, Schwinn
correctly foresaw a major downturn in motorcycle sales for 1930,
and decided to pull the plug on
his big bikes and focus on the
ones without motors, which were
likely to continue selling when
jobs were scarce. And he was
right; Schwinn bicycles thrived
through the 1960s and ‘70s,
but the company never again
produced motorcycles. But the
Excelsior-Henderson name has
quietly survived, waiting for the
right combination of capital and
inspiration to roar back to life.
The vintage Excelsior and
Henderson motorcycles still in
existence today are highly collectible and celebrated examples
that are among the best early
motorcycles ever created. At
last year’s Mecum Las Vegas
auction, examples bearing both
names landed among top sales.
A 1912 Henderson Four took top
sales honors at $490,000, followed by a 1913 Henderson Four
that brought $150,000. A 1928
Excelsior Big Bertha also fell
into the top sales hammering for
$117,500. It is clear that the interest in the brand and the endearing
respect for its creations has not
waned in the past century.
For more information on this
and all Las Vegas auction offerings, visit Mecum.com. The
January Las Vegas Motorcycle
Auction is open to buyers, sellers
and spectators. Bidder registra-

continued on page 16

This 4 door luxury SUV is
family friendly with 3 row
seating, good MPG,
priced right in the Acura
lineup and more than
enough of power to pass.

BASE PRICE: $58,000
TYPE: 4 door SUV
ENGINE: 3.0L 24 valve V-6
TRANS: 7-speed Dual Clutch
HORSEPOWER: 321 hp
MPG: 26 city/27 hiway

BASE PRICE: $24,100
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 1.5-Liter
TRANS: 6-Speed Manual
HORSEPOWER: 205 hp
MPG: 28 city/38 hiway

TOYOTA PRIUS PRIME ADVANCED

Toyota continues to expand
the Prius lineup and improve
the product. The Prius is by
far the leading seller in the
hybrid segment.

BASE PRICE: $26,495
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 2.4-liter
TRANS: 9-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 180 hp
MPG: 21 city/29 hiway

TOYOTA 4RUNNER TRD

HONDA CIVIC Si

The Honda Civic Si is
the new “kid-on-the-block
for Honda. This fun to drive
sedan, coupe, or hatch-back
is priced right.

The compact 4-door SUV has
been a popular model for Jeep.
It’s priced right and offers
the off-road features the Jeep
customer is looking for.

BASE PRICE: $33,100
TYPE: Hybrid
ENGINE: 1.8-liter I-4
TRANS: CVT
HORSEPOWER: 200 hp
MPG: 54 mpg

The 4Runner TRD is a
preferred off-road vehicle
by many. All the bells
and whistles for your
next adventure.

BASE PRICE: $39,295
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 4.0-liter V-6
TRANS: 5-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 270 hp
MPG: 17 city/20 hiway

VOLVO V90 CROSS COUNTRY T6

Volvo continues win awards
for design, safety features,
and customer satisfaction
(CSI). The V90 has been part
of Volvo’s success story.

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews

BASE PRICE: $55,300
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 2.0L
TRANS: 8-speed
HORSEPOWER: 316 hp
MPG: 22 city/30 hiway
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2018 Hyundai Genesis G80 Test Drive Review by Ed Barrett

continued from page 2

top of your head.
But beside the luxury, there’s a
practical side. Genesis provides
instruments and controls that
are intuitive in their operation.
A large 9.2-inch touchscreen
handles functions like navigation

and phone. A dial on the console
provides an alternative way to
activate these features and others.
Conventional dials for radio and
climate controls provide a convenience that’s missing in some
other upscale cars.
Almost everything is standard

on the G80 Sport. That includes
items like a panoramic sunroof,
a 17-speaker audio system and a
hands-free power trunk opener.
However, more impressive are
the Genises’ safety features. A
blind-spot monitor, lane departure warning, rear-cross-traffic
alert, adaptive cruise control and
frontal collision warning and
braking are all included in the
base price as well. About the only
thing you can add is an all-wheeldrive system.
Genesis gives the G80 Sport a
really good dose of power with a
3.3-liter, twin-turbo, V-6 engine.
It pumps out a mighty 365-hp,
and is teamed with an eight-speed
automatic transmission. This is
an ultra-responsive and smooth
power train. Step on the gas at a
stop light, and the Sport leaps forward, and will rush you to 60 in
a little over five seconds. Paddle
shifters on the steering wheel
enable drivers to change gears
quickly, if you feel the need.
However, gas mileage is not so
hot on this car–just 20 mpg.
The Genesis G80 Sport provides drivers with a choice of
three distinct driving modes. One
can choose the Eco or Sport settings, rather than the Normal
default position. If you chose
the Sport, the throttle response
quickens; the transmission shifting points change; the steering

tightens up and the suspension
stiffens. Eco relaxes throttle and
transmission response for better
fuel economy.
If you are hustling down a
twisty road, you’ll want the Sport
mode. Although the G80 Sport is
not especially nimble, it is definitely sure-footed. This car fells
anchored to the pavement going
around corners. But where it
really shines is in the ride department. This sedan soaks up road
irregularities with ease, and is
almost whisper quiet in the cabin.
With all it has going for it,
maybe the best feature of all

for the G80 Sport is its price–
$56,225 with rear-wheel drive;
$58,725 with AWD. This is thousands of dollars less than other
comparably equipped midsize
luxury sedans. Yet, if you want
an even better bargain, and can
do without the sportiness, the
well-equipped base Genesis G80
is only $42,725.

SNAPSHOT REVIEW
• Macho Styling
• Strong Performance
• Loaded with Luxury & Safety
Gear
• Bargain Price

2018 Genesis G80 (photo Ed Barrett)

The Excelsior-Henderson Motorcycle Brand Offered by Mecum Auctions
continued from page 15

tion is $100 when completed in
advance online, which includes
admission for two for all auction

days. Spectator tickets purchased
online in advance are $20 per
person, per day, with children 12
and younger granted complimen-

Kia Niro Review – NeXt Issue

Kia Niro at Ming’s Gallery (Photo Auto News - Story Next
Issue)

Located next to Redmond Town Center:
7225 170th Ave NE, Suite 105 • P.O. Box 150
Redmond, Washington 98052
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM | Sunday 12 PM - 5 PM | CLOSED Wednesdays
Telephone:

425.814.0178

Online: mingsgallery.com

tary admission. Doors open each
day at 8 a.m., and a live stream
of the entire auction will be presented at Mecum.com. To view
the list of consigned motorcycles,
to register as a bidder or to consign a motorcycle for auction,
visit Mecum.com or call (262)
275-5050.
Schedule: Jan. 23-27, 2018
27th annual Mecum Las Vegas
Motorcycle Auction
South Point Hotel & Casino
9777 Las Vegas Blvd S
Las Vegas, NV 89183
Admission: $20 per person,
per day, when purchased online
in advance; $30 at the door; children 12 and younger admitted at
no charge
Preview: Gates open daily at 8
a.m.
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Roy Robinson the Number One Winnebago Dealer in the West

A complete inventory of Class C Winnebagos

A complete inventory of Class A Winnebagos

Winnebago: The #1 Name in RVs
Every coach–from our smallest Class B to our toy hauler to our largest diesel-pusher model–is built to
Winnebago’s legendary construction standards. It’s a process developed and refined over more
than 50 years of building some of the strongest, most durable coaches in the industry. We invite you
to read more about the history of Winnebago and the lineup of quality motorhomes and towables.

Roy Robinson was founded in
1958 and has grown to be the #1
Winnebago dealer West of the
Mississippi. Located in Marysville., WA. off of I-5 on 6 acres
Roy Robinson RV has one of the
largest new and preowned RV
inventories in the NW.
Their MISSION STATEMENT
is: “At Roy Robinson we work
to grow our organization. We
do this by putting others ahead
of ourselves. Our mission is to
simply be the best in every area
of our business. We will provide
an exceptional customer experience, by being the best place to
work, and strongly supporting
our community.
• We deal honestly with every
customer every time
• We provide a friendly atmosphere to work and do business
• We do what we say we will do
• We do what is right, 100%
of the time, even when no one is
watching
• We want every customer to
be dealt with the future in mind
• We will provide the resources
to achieve all personal and professional goals...the sky is the
limit !
Our mission is quite simple,
when a customer leaves our
store, we want their experience
with each of our employees to
be so good, that there is no question that they will be back to do
business with us again in the
future. Our customers should be
our advertisers. We want them to
brag about us.”
With 17 techs, 3 service facilities, and 50 employees, Roy
Robinson RV is more than prepared to service your new or
pre-owned RV. They feature the
complete lineup of Winnebago’s
including, Class A diesel, Class
A gas, Class B, Class C, Fifth
Wheelers, Travel Trailers, Toy
Haulers, and Specialty Vehicles.
They also have over 20 different
sources for financing. Standard
warranties apply with extended
warranties availabe for purchase.
With the RV market expanding
as more younger buyers enter the
market Roy Robinson RV will be
moving to a new facility a few
miles North of their current location next fall. The Smokey Point
location will be off of I-5 on 14
acres with 30 service bays and
more room for additional inventory.
If you are considering a RV we
suggest you visit Roy Robinson
RV located off I-5 in Marysville,
WA between Roy Robinson Chevrolet and Roy Robinson Subaru.
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A Photo Recap of This
Years S.E.M.A. (Specialty
Equipment Manufacturers
Association) Trade Show in LV.

Gary, Team Auto News at SEMA Monster Energy Booth (photo Auto News)

Opening Day Vendors Reception at SEMA Show Las Vegas (photo Auto
News)

Cover King Booth at SEMA Show (photo Auto News)

Kia Introduces “Stinger” at SEMA (photo Auto News)

Rohana Wheel Booth at Las Vegas SEMA Show (photo Auto News)

Left to Right – Jason, Pat and Bob Bondurant at Las Vegas SEMA Show
(photo Auto News)
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OEM & AFTERMARKET PARTS
NEW Software Lets Your Car Tell You What it Needs
MIT team develops software
that can tell if tires need air,
spark plugs are bad, or air filter
needs replacing.
Imagine hopping into a rideshare car, glancing at your smartphone, and telling the driver that
the car’s left front tire needs air,
its air filter should be replaced
next week, and its engine needs
two new spark plugs.
Within the next year or two,
people may be able to get that
kind of diagnostic information in
just a few minutes, in their own
cars or any car they happen to be
in. They wouldn’t need to know
anything about the car’s history
or to connect to it in any way;
the information would be derived
from analyzing the car’s sounds
and vibrations, as measured by
the phone’s microphone and
accelerometers.
The MIT research behind this
idea has been reported in a series
of papers, most recently in the
November issue of the journal Engineering Applications
of Artificial Intelligence. The
new paper’s co-authors include
research scientist Joshua Siegel
PhD ’16; Sanjay Sarma, the Fred
Fort Flowers and Daniel Fort
Flowers Professor of Mechanical
Engineering and vice president
of open learning at MIT; and two
others.

A smartphone app combining the various diagnostic systems the team developed could
save the average driver $125 a
year and improve their overall
gas mileage by a few percentage
points, Siegel says. For trucks,
the savings could run to $600 a
year, not counting the benefits of
avoiding breakdowns that could
result in lost income.
With today’s smartphones,
Siegel explains, “the sensitivity
is so high, you can do a good job
[of detecting the relevant signals]
without needing any special connection.” For some diagnostics,
though, mounting the phone to a
dashboard holder would improve
the level of accuracy. Already,
the accuracy of the results from
the diagnostic systems they have
developed, he says, are “all well
in excess of 90 percent.” And
tests for misfire detection have
produced no false positives
where a problem was incorrectly
identified.
The basic idea is to provide
diagnostic information that can
warn the driver of upcoming
issues or needed routine maintenance, before these conditions
lead to breakdowns or blowouts.
Take the air filter, for example
— the topic of the team’s latest
findings. An engine’s sounds
can reveal telltale signs of how

clogged the air filter is and when
to change it. And unlike many
routine maintenance tasks, it’s
just as bad to change air filters
too soon as to wait too long,
Siegel says.
That’s because brand-new air
filters let more particles pass
through, until they eventually
build up enough of a coating of
particles that the pore sizes get
smaller and reach an optimal
level of filtration. “As they age,
they filter better,” he says. Then,
as the buildup continues, eventually the pores get so small that
they restrict the airflow to the
engine, reducing its performance.
Knowing just the right time to
replace the filter can make a measurable difference in an engine’s
performance and operating costs.
How can the phone tell the
filter is getting clogged? “We’re
listening to the car’s breathing,
and listening for when it starts to
snore,” Siegel says. “As it starts
to get clogged, it makes a whistling noise as air is drawn in. Listening to it, you can’t differentiate it from the other engine noise,
but your phone can.”
To develop and test the various
diagnostic systems, which also
include detecting engine misfires
that signal a bad spark plug or
the need for a tune up, Siegel and
his colleagues tested data from a

variety of cars, including some
that ran perfectly and others in
which one of these issues, from
a clogged filter to a misfire, was
deliberately induced. Often, in
order to test different models, the
researchers rented cars, created a
condition they wanted to be able
to diagnose, and then restored the
car to normal.
“For our data, we’ve induced
failures [after renting] a perfectly
good vehicle” and then fixed it
and “returned the car better than
when we took it out. I’ve rented
cars and given them new air filters, balanced their tires, and
done an oil change” before taking
them back, he recalls.
Some of the diagnostics require
a complicated multistep process.
For example, to tell if a car’s tires
are getting bald and will need
to be replaced soon, or that they
are overinflated and might risk
a blowout, the researchers use a
combination of data collection
and analysis. First, the system
uses the phone’s built-in GPS
system to monitor the car’s actual
speed. Then, vibration data can
be used to determine how fast the
wheels are turning. That in turn
can be used to derive the wheel’s
diameter, which can be compared
with the diameter that would be
expected if the tire were new and
properly inflated.

Many of the diagnostics are
derived by using machine-learning processes to compare many
recordings of sound and vibration
from well-tuned cars with similar
ones that have a specific problem.
The machine learning systems
can then extract even very subtle
differences. For example, algorithms designed to detect wheel
balance problems did a better
job at detecting imbalances than
expert drivers from a major car
company, Siegel says.
A prototype smartphone app
that incorporates all these diagnostic tools is being developed
and should be ready for field testing in about six months, Siegel
says, and a commercial version
should be available within about
a year after that. The system will
be commercialized by a startup
company Siegel founded called
Data Driven.

Line-X to Enable Extreme Impact and Weather
Resistance for Curry Supply Commercial Vehicle Line-Up
LINE-X – a global leader in versatile protective coatings supporting over 650 partners worldwide
– announced a new industrial partnership with Curry Supply, leading manufacturer of high-quality
commercial service vehicles that
include several different types of
on and off-road work trucks used

in a variety of different construction, maintenance and service
trades.
• With a legacy more than 85
years in the making, Curry Supply
is now applying LINE-X protective coatings to numerous different exterior components to provide a nearly impenetrable barrier

against scratches, abrasions, harsh
chemicals and the elements.
• LINE-X coatings will help
extend the life of the vehicles
and enable enhanced customization options with color-matching
capabilities and other style preferences. Overall, Curry Supply
products will now continue to look

great after years of extreme conditions and hard work in the field. In
addition to using LINE-X on their
new vehicles, Curry Supply has
also incorporated LINE-X protective coatings into their commercial vehicle reconditioning and
restoration service.
“Curry Supply manufactures
some of the very best construction and service vehicles available
anywhere – and we believe that
the addition of extreme protection from the elements and harsh
conditions – makes them an even
more formidable force in the construction, maintenance and service
industries,” said Dennis Weese,
president of LINE-X. “Add in truly
unique style and customization
options – including color-matching
capabilities through a ‘hot process’– and Curry vehicles can now
even better serve clients’ needs
and preferences, while keeping
each vehicle looking and performing like new for years to come.
We’re excited that LINE-X can
be such a big part of taking Curry
Supply products to the next level.”
Some of Curry Supply’s vehicles now available with LINE-X
protective coatings include:
• On and off-road water trucks
• Mechanics trucks
• On and off-road fuel and lube
trucks
• Crash attenuator trucks

• Vacuum trucks
• Winch trucks
• Dump trucks
• Lube skids
“When I was introduced to the
LINE-X product, the opportunity to make our vehicles more
resilient to tough conditions and
elements, immediately came to
mind,” said Jason Ritchey, president and owner of Curry Supply.
“We are thrilled with what
LINE-X coatings do to make our
products even more compelling
– including extended vehicle life
and the ability for us to customize
colors and surfaces. Even more,
the continued support, training
and customer service that LINE-X
has provided us has been secondto-none.”
As a leading manufacturer of the
industry’s most resilient protective
coatings, LINE-X offers its industrial and manufacturing customers
an extremely wide variety of different polyurethanes, and polyureas to ensure the perfect coating
is used for each individual industrial application. LINE-X is also a
leader in providing state-of-the-art
training and world-class support to
all of its industrial clients.
For more information, contact
LINE-X public relations at 310374-6177 or media@linex.com.
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TECHNOLOGY
VR Motion Places You in the Drivers Seat Virtually Anywhere

Keith Maher, VR Motion founding partner gives instruction to a client in their
studio (photo VR Motion)

VR Motion takes you to any track in the world (photo VR Motion)

VR Motion Places You
in the Drivers Seat
Virtually Anywhere

Coming Soon! A Holiday Car Show!

Wind whipping through your
hair, engine roaring, and the
unforgettable surge of power as
you put pedal to the medal in your
1962 Italian GTO and cross the
finish line as a Le Mans winner.
As you pull off your helmet and
step out of your virtual reality
(VR) simulator you wonder, was
it really all in your head? After all,
this is your 20th run across the
finish line and muscle memory
doesn’t lie.
From Le Mans and the Indianapolis 500 to Daytona and the
Pikes Peak International Hill
Climb, the world’s most iconic
driving experiences are accelerating amazing test drive opportunities—and boosting showroom sales—thanks to VR-based
technology. Today, virtual reality
platforms built by companies like
racecar driver Dominic Dobson’s VR Motion, are delivering
the most realistic, customizable
and accessible driving simulations ever created. Dominic
knows first-hand the realism
and experience that comes with
VR. He trained in a simulator for
Pikes Peak in 2015, and crossed
the finish line at a stunning 10
minutes and 15 seconds, taking
Rookie of the Year honors and
winning the Unlimited class.
Finding ways to turn VR testdrives into sales has showrooms
and automakers alike looking
hard for innovative VR solutions.
At the cutting edge of innovation are integrated platforms like
VR Motion’s, delivering a fully
immersive combination of visual,
audio and physical sensations.

Since VR Motion’s launch in
2016, the company has partnered
with Intel and landed Honda as a
VR test-drive client. Earlier this
year, General Motors chose the
company to participate in a VR
accelerating seed program.
GM, Honda and other carmakers are recognizing the powerfully immersive brand experiences that VR make possible.
VR Motion’s platform offers integrated showroom test-drives that

“

As you pull off your
helmet and step out of
your virtual reality (VR)
simulator you wonder...”
customers can customize for any
make or model, and any road or
weather condition. They can then
hop into the simulator and go for
a spin without ever physically
leaving the store or kiosk, despite
what their senses may tell them.
Looking under the hood, the
technology offers data analytics
for evaluations and future marketing. The small footprint scales
to fit into almost any new auto
retail paradigm, from showrooms
to trade show floors. For those
who want to stay ahead of the
curve, VR Motion offers turn-key
licensing subscriptions—a great
way for OEMs and dealers to testdrive the technology and prepare
for the exciting twists and turns
in the road ahead.
To learn more about VR
Motion visit www.vrmotioncorp.
com.
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Toyota Motor Company’s New Firestone Launches Winter Tires Pirelli
Headquarters in Plano Texas
Partners
with Fisker
on New
“Emotion”
Vehicle Launch
by Harold Allen
One thing is for sure the new
Toyota Headquarters is a state of
the art structure. Toyota is celebrating 60 years in North America and the production of 30 million cars. The campus has multi
story covered parking structures
to protect vehicles during the hot
months and heavy weather days
that Texas is noted for. With a
vast array of solar panels and
other environmental features lots
of effort was put into this facility. The center of the structure is
surrounded with black glass and
a water wise atrium. The new
headquarters is located next to
the Legacy West development
that includes restaurants, high
rise apartments and shopping,
adjacent to the 121 freeway for
easy access to employees living
in North Texas. This 100 –acre
campus has lots of room to grow.
With around 4,000 employees in
this facility you would never now
it. There are six main buildings
housing Toyota’s financial division, Lexus brand and a technology and engineering research

center. Office space is designed to
be flexible in the event a change
is needed. Amenities include a
Starbucks, health center, credit
union and a convenience store
run by Walmart. Another great
feature are the several food stations, one including sushi. As
they are still working on the back
of the building they have constructed a huge video display that
will act as a billboard.
Another new addition to the
current Plano campus will be a
museum with vintage cars from the
early years and vehicles throughout their success in the U.S. At
some point the general public will
be able to tour the museum.
This year will also bring an $80
million dollar engineering center
in Kentucky; part of the “One
Toyota” Project. The 235,000
square foot facility will house
more than 600 Toyota engineers
with room to grow.
This just one of many corporations that has moved to North
Texas surrounded by the Legacy
West project, yes things are
bigger in Texas.

Toyota’s Texas Headquarters (photo Harold Allen)

Bridgestone Americas, Inc.
(Bridgestone) announced the
release of its next-generation
Firestone Winterforce 2 tire for
cars and minivans, and its Firestone Winterforce 2UV tire for
crossovers, SUVs and pickup
trucks. Built to deliver longlasting winter performance* at
a great value, the next generation Firestone Winterforce 2 and
Winterforce 2UV tires feature a
special cold weather compound
for better grip in wintry conditions.*
“The Firestone Winterforce 2
and Winterforce 2 UV tires are a
great choice for practical-minded
drivers looking for dependable
winter performance season after
season,” said Erik Seidel, president, consumer replacement tire
sales, U.S. and Canada, Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations.
“We focused on taking our legendary Firestone Winterforce
offering to the next level. The

result is an affordable, long-lasting,* next generation line of tires
that dig into snow and slush and
offer reliable grip in winter driving conditions.”
Certified with the 3-Peak
Mountain Snowflake designation, the Firestone Winterforce
2 and Winterforce 2UV tires
feature a redesigned, full-depth
tread pattern and open shoulder
slots for increased snow performance. Additionally, every tire
in the Firestone Winterforce tire
line is studdable. The Firestone
Winterforce 2UV tire offers 14
percent more coverage of crossovers, SUVs and pickup trucks
than its predecessor.
Available in 52 sizes, the Firestone Winterforce 2 and Winterforce 2UV tire are backed by the
Firestone 30-Day Buy and Try
Guarantee.**
To learn more, contact an
authorized Firestone tire dealer
or visit FirestoneTire.com.

Pirelli announced recently that
it is working with Fisker Inc.
to create advanced low rolling
resistance tires for the new Fisker
EMotion luxury electric vehicle,
set to launch in late 2019.
Pirelli will develop summer
P Zero tires in the following
sizes for the Fisker EMotion:
285/35R24 (F) and 305/35R24
(R). The focus of this development will be on low rolling resistance, spirited handling and extra
comfort due to tall sidewalls.
“This new partnership with
Fisker Inc. underscores Pirelli’s commitment to innovation
from the track to the street, seen
through our cutting edge technology applications and global
motorsport investment. So we are
thrilled to support Fisker Inc. with
these fitments on the EMotion
and align in our common goal
of pushing the boundaries of
premium driving performance,”
said Pierluigi Dinelli, CEO and
Chairman of Pirelli Tire North
America.
The AWD sedan features a
range of more than 400 miles,
hardware to support fully autonomous driving, fast-charging
of 125 miles in 9 minutes and
internet connectivity enabling
automatic updates to be streamed
directly to the vehicle. Created by
prominent automotive designer,
Henrik Fisker – renowned for
past work on iconic creations
like the BMW Z8, Aston Martin
DB9, VLF Force 1, Karma and
more – the EMotion also features never-before-seen design
elements that reflect the brand’s
supercar DNA.
“Our goal is to make the best
handling electric sports sedan
on the planet, with the most
comfortable ride, and Pirelli is
essential to achieve our goals,”
said Henrik Fisker, chairman
and CEO of Fisker Inc. “Pirelli
is world famous for designing
some of the highest performing
tires on the market. Incorporating
their low-rolling resistance technology into the EMotion really
completes the equation where
ground breaking supercar design
elements and technology meet
the very best in performance.”
The tires will be produced in
Rome, Georgia, strengthening
Pirelli’s ‘local for local’ approach
in North America. Fisker is also
exploring utilizing the Pirelli
Noise Cancelling System and
connected
tire
technology
features.
The Fisker EMotion will start
at $129,900, and is slated for
production in the United States.
Pirelli social media hashtags:
#pirelliusa #pirelli #pzero
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ACME AUTO DETAIL
Redmond based Acme Auto Detail
is owned and operated by the Antonio
Castillo family. Antonio has been in the
auto industry since 1999 first working
with new car dealerships then opening
and owning his own shop in Redmond.
Acme details cars, trucks, SUV’s and
boats from Renton to Everett including
the entire Eastside. Acme Auto Detail
is open Monday thru Friday 8 am to 6

U.S.A. OF YESTERDAY

pm and Saturday’s 9:30 am to 5 pm and
appointments are suggested. Acme Auto
Detail offers courtesy shuttle service with
pickup and delivery. Mobile service is
also available.
Antonio said “..... we specialize in high
quality details.” If you are looking for
an eastside detail shop call Acme Auto
Detail (425) 885-2423 or visit www.
acmeautodetail.net

U.S.A. of Yesterday is a unique business
that specializes in the brokerage of special
interest automobiles from the ‘30s, ‘40s,
‘50s and ‘60s. Located in a restored 1940s
Premier Auto Dealership in downtown
Tacoma. U.S.A. of Yesterday recreates
the exciting era of the ‘30s through ‘60s.
The dealership, an architectural showplace, complete with large circular glass
showrooms and turntables for the cars,
is a true essence of the past. U.S.A. of

Yesterday. The company specializes in
antique, classic and collector car sales,
consignment sales, financing, classic
vehicle insurance, on-site appraisal,
service department, nostalgic decorator
items, site rental for parties, auto detail
service and both private and public tours.
If you are an auto buff or have an interest
in old cars, be sure and stop by for a tour.
Look for the U.S.A. of Yesterday ad in the
AUTO NEWS service directory.

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
SALES &
AUTOMOTIVE
& SERVICES
SERVICES

BOOKS 4 CARS

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE DETAIL

EUROPEAN CAR REPAIR

INDOOR KART RACING

ALIGNMENTS & ACCESSORIES

WHEELS & TIRES

MUFFLERS

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

You
Can Buy
You Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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European Car Authority

DAISYWAGEN Service, LLC
Daisywagen Service has served the
Seattle area since 1980. Daisywagen is
a family run business and Larry Dreon’s
daughter Candace Hopkins recently
took over the company. Daisywagen is
the premier independent Volvo service
specialist in the Northwest. With six
employees and seven service bays,

Daisywagen can work on 20 to 25 cars
a day.
Daisywagen is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Appointment are
recommended, but walk ins are welcome.
All work is guaranteed for 24 months.
Look for the Daisywagen Service, LLC
ad in the Auto News Service Directory.

CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, HOTROD SALES

European Car Authority, Inc. has been
repairing and maintaining European cars
since 1995. The owner/technician, Ken
Seaton, is committed to ensuring that
ECA customers receive quality service
coupled with integrity. Ken has 30 years
experience working on European cars, as
well as factory training. Their four-bay
shop in Redmond is equipped with the
latest technology and newest generation
of computerized diagnostics scanners,
tools and equipment for Mercedes-Benz,

EXTREME RACING CARS

Saab, Audi, Land Rover, BMW, Porsche,
VW, Mini Cooper and Volvo. The certified
technicians/European Car specialists will
walk you through the recommended repairs
addressing all of your concerns, as well as
receiving authorization before any work is
started. They pledge to go that extra mile
to ensure your complete satisfaction. They
are open from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
- Friday and provide a morning drop-off
courtesy shuttle within a five mile radius
of their shop.

WE PAY CASH FOR CARS

HOT RODS & COLLECTOR CARS
EUROPEAN CLASSIC CAR SERVICE

AUDIO & ACCESSORIES

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

ANTIQUE BOATS FOR SALE

UPHOLSTERY & CONVERTIBLE TOPS

You Can Buy
This Space
for $40/mo.
(206) 484-6529
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VEHICLE/VESSEL LICENSING

AUTO & MARINE DETAIL
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Biggs Eastside Automotive
Conveniently located at 12700 Bel-Red
Rd. in Bellevue, Washington, Biggs Eastside can serve the entire Seattle metropolitan area. They specialize exclusively
in Land Rover and Range Rover service,
and you can expect the best quality of
service available for Land Rovers in the
entire northwest.
The shop has an Autologic diagnostic
system with all the latest software, capable
of everything the Dealer’s TestBook can

do and more, even on the newest models.
Unlike many independent shops, they also
carry a full line of factory equipment and
replacement parts. All the technicians are
Land Rover factory, ASE and ASA certified.
Biggs Eastside is truly the “dealer alternative.” For more information, log onto
www.biggsrovers.com and look for the
Biggs Eastside Automotive ad in the Auto
News Service Directory.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR & SERVICE

DOUG’S AUTO
Doug’s Auto, a collision specialist, is
“reinventing itself,” according to Doug
Casady, owner of Doug’s Auto, a longtime Eastside collision specialist located
in Factoria.
It is a family-owned business with Doug’s
wife and two sons, Jeff and Steve, involved
in the business. With seven employees, they
can work on up to 20 vehicles at a time and
have recently added a mobile automotive
refinishing division headed up by Jeff
Casady. The mobile business specializes
in rock chip repair, minor collision work,

MOTORCYCLE SALES & SERVICE

bumper repair, and scratch removal. Doug’s
is also “going Green” with the addition of a
Toyota Highlander and Camry Hybrid and
two Pruis loaners to be used in the business.
Doug`s Auto offers rental cars, and towing
is available. Doug said, “We have been
in business 36 years, and now the second
generation is taking over and helping us be
the best body shop in Bellevue.” (Pictured
from Doug’s car collection are, left to right,
a ’72 Mustang, ’56 Ford T-Bird, ’66 Blue
Mustang, ’74 MG, 57 Chev, ’74 Corvette,
and a ’67 Olds Convertible.

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

WESTLUND AUTOMOTIVE
North Seattle
927 N. 126th

$69.95
LUBE - OIL - FILTER CHANGE - CAR WASH
POLISH AND WAX VEHICLE EXTERIOR
Restrictions apply
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

AIR BAG SERVICE & DIAGNOSIS

USED TIRES - NEW LOCATION

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
Steven B. Bishop, CPA, CVA, CFF
Principal

Get great advice from
CPA’s who like cars as
much as you do.

206.613.0240 direct
sbishop@badermartin.com
1000 Second Ave. 34th Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Certified Public Accountants + Business Advisors

EVENTS & CATERING

You
Buy
You Can
Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.
for

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com

DOUG (425) 417-3565
Howard Kullman (206) 518-8822
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A Photo Review - “30 YEARS” - Eastside Auto News, THEN
Puget Sound Auto News, THEN Northwest Auto News, THEN
Auto News ofAmerica, THEN GlobalAuto News, and Still Growing!

Ford introduces Electric Ranger in Seattle 20 years ago, this year they announce
New EV program (photo Auto News)

Ken Behring, former owner of Seattle Seahawks at Auto News Holiday
Party (photo Auto News)

The Subaru Impreza 2.0i Sport is the First Subaru Built in America
With Auto News based in the
NW, Subaru’s top U. S. market,
we are no stranger to the brand.
Subaru’s are everywhere. The
Subaru IMPREZA 2.0i Sport
fits into the Subaru lineup for
those buyers looking for a sporty
sedan priced under 30K. With a
$26,560 price as tested and 27
MPG City/36 MPG Hiway/30
Combined the IMPREZA offers
both value and economy.
The 2.0-liter DOHC 4-cyl
Boxer direct injection engine
produces 152 hp and is mated
with a Lineartronic Continuously
Variable Transmission (CVT).
STARLINK 8.0 Multimedia
System (TMPS) includes 8-inch
multi-touch
high-resolution
display;
smartphone
inte-

gration with Apply Carplay
and Android Auto, Aha and
Pandora; Bluetooth hands-free
phone and text connectivity
and audio streaming, AM/FM
stereo; single-disc CD player;
6 speakers; voice activated
controls; Near Field Communication; SirusXM All Access radio
and SiriusXM Travel Link(4
month complimentary subscriptions). STARLINK Cloud Apps
including iHeart Radio, Stitcher,
Calendar. Music Player,News,
and Weather.
The Impreza 2.0i Sport is the
first Subaru built in America at
Subaru of Indiana in Lafayette,
IN.
We suggest a test drive at your
nearest Subaru dealer.

Sarah Team Auto News with New Impreza at the Lemay Family Collection site in Parkland,
WA (photo Auto News)

www.subarupuyallup.com

888.873.5262
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The Toyota Tundra TRD Limited Crew Cab
Pickup is “Built
Texas Tough.”
continued from page 2

While the base MSRP of
the Toyota Tundra is $ 31,500
the MSRP of our Tundra 4 X 4
Limited Crew Cab as driven was
$ 44,195 with the TRD package
optional equipment extra. The
Toyota Tundra offers an industry
leading value for the segment.
I was impressed with the
drivers visibility, comfortable
seating, and spacious crew cab.

Safety features include; Rear
back-up Camera, Manual Headlamp Level Control, Trailer
Brake &Trailer Sway Control,
Star Safety System incl. ABS
and VSC., 3-point Seat belts for
all positions, 8 total Airbags and
tire Pressure Monitoring
If you are considering a new
truck I suggest a Toyota Tundra
Test Drive.

Scot McCallum with Toyota Tundra TRD Limited Crew Cab at Gamble Sands Golf Club
(photo Auto News)

With the new car brands that the O’Brien
Auto Group has, like a Portland Kia dealership
and a Toyota-Scion dealersip, we take in a
bunch of quality trade-ins every day. Our
customers are constantly trading up to a
new vehicle leaving us with a tremendous
selection of well-maintained, one-owner
pre-owned vehicles--many still with factory
warranties including Certified Pre-Owned.
Stop by one of our stores or shop us online.
From commuters to luxury,
we’ve got what you’re looking for!
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Mecum’s Inaugural Las Vegas Collector-Car Auction
Reaches $22 Million
Top-Selling 1968 Yenko Camaros
Make Strong Statement on Behalf
of Muscle Cars
Mecum Auctions’ first time
holding a collector-car auction
in Las Vegas was an undeniable
success as 557 vehicles changed
hands in just three auction days,
Nov. 16-18, and total auction
sales soared to $22 million. Offering collector cars in the City of
Lights was long on Mecum’s
to-do list, and the warm reception
from the great city along with the
auction’s subsequent strong sales
results verified the veracity of the
auction house’s predicted success.
Bidder and spectator turnout
were excellent, and the healthy
hammer prices achieved among
the top 10 sales and beyond
served as a testament to that interest. Two 1968 Chevrolet Yenko
Camaros topped all sales in Vegas
with the first (Lot S73), from
the Les Quam Collection, selling for an incredible $600,000.
Fewer than 20 of the original 64
1968 Yenko Camaros prepared
by Yenko Chevrolet are known
to exist today, and this highly
awarded Fathom Blue example
boasts a place among them. The
other Yenko (Lot S268), an RS/
SS version, is one of just 11 Rally
Sport Yenko Camaros built, and
presenting fresh from a full restoration, the Matador Red Camaro
demanded a $450,000 sale price.
Two 1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429
Fastbacks (Lots F141 and S176)
also landed among top sales as
each gaveled for $200,000, and a
one-owner, 514-mile 2006 Ford
GT (Lot S74) claimed the third
highest sale price at $290,000.

The complete top 10 sales at the
Las Vegas 2017 auction include
(individual prices do not include
buyer’s premiums):
1968 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro
(Lot S73) at $600,000
1968 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro
RS/SS (Lot S268) at $450,000
2006 Ford GT (Lot S74) at
$290,000
1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429
Fastback (Lot F141) at $200,000
1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429
Fastback (Lot S176) at $200,000
1932 Packard 902 Eight
Roadster Coupe (Lot S90.1) at
$164,000
1958 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible (Lot S55) at $160,000
1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Resto
Mod (Lot S221) at $151,000
1967 Chevrolet Corvette
Coupe (Lot S130) at $145,000
1963 Chevrolet Corvette Split
Window Coupe (Lot S127) at
$135,000
For access to complete auction
results, sign up for the free InfoNet
service offered at Mecum.com.
Mecum’s next collector-car auction is this Nov. 30 through Dec.
2 in Kansas City, Missouri, featuring an estimated 700 collector
cars, followed by the return of the
world’s largest collector-car auction this Jan. 5-14 in Kissimmee,
Florida, featuring 3,000 vehicles
including some of the most iconic
drag cars in existence, more than
a dozen celebrated private collections and more. For more details
on upcoming auctions, to consign
a vehicle or to register as a bidder,
visit Mecum.com or call (262)
275-5050.

AcurA

Acura of Seattle – www.obrienautogroup.com

AstOn MArtin

Galpin Aston Martin – www.galpin.com
Park Place Aston Martin

AuDi
Audi of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BentLey
Bentley of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BMW
BMW of Seattle – www.BMWseattle.com

Buick

Buick Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood Buick – www.westhillsautoplex.com

cADiLLAc
Doug’s NW Cadillac – www.dougscadillac.com

chevrOLet

Roy Robinson Chev – www.royrobinsonchevy.com

chrysLer

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Chrysler – www.westhillsautoplex.com

DODge / rAM

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Dodge – www.westhillsautoplex.com

1968 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro RS/SS. 427/450 HP, 4-Speed (Lot S268)

1968 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro. L72 427/450 HP, 4-Speed (Lot S73)

FiAt

Lexus

FOrD

LincOLn

Fiat of Tacoma – www.fiatoftacoma.com
Galpin Ford – www.galpin.com
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Ford – www.westhillsautoplex.com

gMc

GMC of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood GMC – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hOnDA

Galpin Honda – www.galpin.com
Honda of Marysville – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Honda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hyunDAi

Doug’s Hyundai – www.dougshyundai.com
Haselwood Hyundai – www.westhillsautoplex.com

inFiniti

Infinity of Bellevue – www.infinitiofbellevue.com

JAguAr
Galpin Jaguar – www.galpin.com
Jaguar of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

JeeP

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Jeep – www.westhillsautoplex.com

kiA

Portland Kia – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Kia – www.westhillsautoplex.com

LAnD rOver

Land Rover Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

Lexus of Bellevue – www.obrienautogroup.com
Lexus of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Lincoln – www.galpin.com

MAzDA

Doug’s Mazda of Lynnwood – www.dougsmazda.com
West Hills Mazda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

MerceDes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz of Lynnwod – www.mblynwood.com

nissAn

Bellevue Nissan – www.bellevuenissan.com

POrsche

Porsche of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

suBAru

Subaru of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Galpin Subaru – www.galpin.com
Roy Robinson Subaru – www.royrobinson.com

tOyOtA / sciOn

Toyota of Portland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Renton – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Heartland Toyota – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLksWAgen

Galpin VW – www.galpin.com
VW of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Volkswagen of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood VW – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLvO

Volvo of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Volvo – www.galpin.com
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