Soviet commanders are trained to anticipate a
meeting engagement, to identify a likely point of
contact, to choose terrain, and to take the initiative.
They believe that the side which aggressively seizes the
initiative with fire and maneuver will win the meeting
engagement.

The commander anticipating a meeting engagement
must consider these factors in his planning and
decision making:

e Continuous and thorough reconnaissance from his
own reconnaissance means and the correct interpre-
tation and use of reconnaissance information
furnished from higher levels.

® The requirement for speed in his troop leading
procedures—the making and transmitting of
decisions.

® Anticipation of enemy air-and artillery strikes,
nuclear or nonnuclear, and the use of such information
in gaining fire superiority.

® Achievement of the initiative through immediately
responsive deployment of maneuver forces.

® Adequate flank and rear security.

FM 100-2-1

Organization of the March

The organization of a march formation anticipating a
meeting engagement varies with the situation. The
general organization for a march when enemy contact
is possible is described in Section I of this chapter. A
more detailed description of such a march formation
follows, using a reinforced motorized rifle regiment as
an example. (The BTR-equipped motorized rifle regi-
ment is uSed as an example because it is the most
numerous type of maneuver regiment. The description
also applies to BMP and tank regiments, with substitu-
tions or deletions of subunits based on organizational
differences. See FM 100-2-3.)

A regiment conducting a march usually is preceded
by its organic reconnaissance company, out to about
25 kilometers, and possibly by elements of the division
reconnaissance battalion, out to about 50 kilometers.
These elements attempt to avoid enemy contact and to
obtain as much information as possible on the enemy.

The advance guard of a motorized rifle regiment
usually consists of a motorized rifle battalion rein-
forced with artillery, tanks, air defense, engineer, and
chemical elements.
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