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BE READY FOR THE SON OF MAN
Isaiah’s vision captures the dual movement that he has
preached to the people of Israel and Judah. First, people of
every nation, not just the Chosen People, were
expected to stream toward God’s holy mountain, the place on earth closest to God. At the
same time, the word of the Lord would flow
down that mountain to bring peace and justice
to all nations. God will issue judgments,
making human weapons and aggression unnecessary. God will come to us, but we must come to God.

The end result Isaiah wants is for all to “walk in the light of
the Lord!” (Isaiah 2:5). Isaiah foresees a time when people
from all nations will be enlightened by realizing God’s will
for humanity. Since we are all created by God and in God’s
image, in God’s eyes we are all brothers and sisters. To
God, people fighting with one another can be compared to a
parent when their children fight. To raise a weapon or to
kill another person is analogous to fratricide.
Not that there was ever a time that the “works of darkness”
were appropriate, but what we hear in the second reading
and the Gospel should scare us into the urgency of changing
bad behavior. “The night is advanced, the day is at hand.” Paul
writes (Romans 13:12). Jesus warns
His disciples that the Son of Man
will come “at an hour you do not
expect” (Matthew 24:44). If we are
honestly preparing our hearts to receive Jesus, we must stop doing things that injure or demean others and “put on the armor of light” (13:12). If we
wouldn't want it “brought to light, “that’s a sign we shouldn’t do it.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What am I doing that I would not want seen in the light of
day, or at the hour I do not expect? What do I need to do to
change this?
Blessings

Fr. Raphael, Ezeh, MSP

-----------------------------------------

DECEMBER EVENTS
TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING
Sunday Collection Update
November 24, 2019– Tithing
Envelopes
Online
Total
PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE IN MASS TIME.
CHRISTMAS EVE ONLY, TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 24TH. THE 5 PM VIGIL
MASS IS CHANGED TO 4 P.M.
CAROLS WILL BEGIN AT 3:30 PM
PRIOR TO MASS.

ON

$4,114.55
$ 670.00
$4,784.55

The Second Collection for Catholic Charities Campaign
totaled $679.05.

"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing
program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those
who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a
prayerful thought. Thank you!
-----------------------------------------

It’s time to sign up for on line giving, with We Share.
Please contact the parish office or fill out the cards
at the rear of the Church.

Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent
Lord God
only You can see into my heart and know
that under all the busyness of my life,
there is a deep longing to make this
Advent one that welcomes You more
deeply into my own life. My heart
desires the warmth of Your love and my mind
searches for Your Light in the midst of the darkness.
Help me to be a peacemaker this Advent and to give
special love to those who disagree with me. Give me
the strength and courage to forgive those who have
hurt me. Help me to free my heart from the prison of
my anger and hurt.

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our
Parish, especially Ann Lackner, Gail Chappory, Anna Bonacci,
Deacon Bob Clemens, Mary DeSantis, Gina Obalde, Ron and
Sally Petro, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) Novak, Larry
Vandak, Harold Sullivan, Manuel Obalde, Jr., Anthony Spinner,
Edison Blanco, Steven Sarich, Larry Mesler, John McKenna,
Antony Gorge Ferreira, Jerry Esposito, Jeri Michele Sugrue,
Eileen Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola, Edith Kelly, Carole
Romanowski, Theresa Chappory, Susan Rivera, Kenneth
Chappory, Rosemarie Bartolomeo, Ann McShane, Frank Marra,
Ellen Chimenti, Doreen Madonia, Gianna Whitehead and Gloria
DeLuccy.

AMEN

Our YOUTH GROUP meets in the school building on the 1st &
3rd Sundays of each month immediately following the 5 p.m.
Mass.

Online Ministries
SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE

You can set up separate one time or recurring donations for the different
collections (regular weekly, snow removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may wish to
begin with the regular collections, try it out and when you are comfortable, you
can sign up for the others. Also, know if you set up for recurring donations, you
are in full control and can always change or cancel at any time. And by
donating in this manner you may get the added benefit of accumulating
additional points or cash on your credit card while at the same time helping out
the parish.
So, give it a try and sign up today!!!! (WE SHARE HAS
REPLACED PARISH PAY)

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved
one to the sick list.

Our EDGE GROUP (AGES 11-13) meets in the school building
on the second Sunday of each month immediately following the 5
p.m. Mass. Their next meeting is Sunday, December 8th.
Our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (AGES 4-10) meets the thir d
Friday each month at 6:30 p.m. in the school building. Their
next meeting will be Friday, January 17, 2020.

Saturday, November 30 (Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
Robert & Lillian Kurtz +
****************************************************

Sunday, December 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

Oscar Starkenberg +
Joseph Prior +
Edythe Lutomski +
John Nieman +

*****************************************************

Monday, December 2
Advent Weekday
7:00 AM
For the Health of Zef Ivezaj (Living)
9:00 AM
Isadore Heit +
Tuesday, December 3
Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
7:00 AM
For the Health of Zef Ivezaj (Living)
9:00 AM
William & Anna Groth +
Wednesday, December 4
Advent Weekday
7:00 AM
For the Health of Zef Ivezaj (Living)
9:00 AM
Antonio Marchetti +
Thursday, December 5
Advent Weekday
7:00 AM
For the Health of Zef Ivezaj (Living)
9:00 AM
Harold Smith, Jr.
Friday, December 6
Advent Weekday
7:00 AM
Audrey Falcone +
9:00 AM
For the Health of Zef Ivezaj (Living)

Saturday, December 7
Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
9:00 AM
Frank, Carmela & Dina Legio +
****************************************************

Saturday, December 7 (Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
Deacon Bob Clemens (Living)
****************************************************

8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

Sunday, December 8, 2019
Second Sunday of Advent
Deceased Members of Holy Name Society
& Rosary Altar Society
Deceased Members of Capuano &
Lucchetti families
Edythe Lutomski +
Miguel Angel Ocasio +

ADVENT A TIME OF PREPARATION
It can be difficult to prepare our lives for Christ
Amidst the busy preparations
Of a material Christmas.
The four weeks before Christmas
Are a time to prepare our families
To celebrate Christ’ birth;
To prepare our minds to accept
That God’s Son became a baby
And lived and died for us;
To prepare our hearts to accept God’s
forgiveness,
And to change our ways;
To prepare our souls to receive
God’s healing grace through the celebration of Mass;
To take part in not only the work of preparation
But also the hope and joy in the midst of our work.

