Country Coach Texans
Fall 2021

Finally - An Official Rally Again!
From Club President
David Schnautz

Hello CCT family. We finally pulled off the rally
that was seemingly destined to be cancelled. After
three postponements due to the pandemic, it
finally happened. The fall 2021 rally held in Vidalia,
Louisiana, is now a happy memory. It was good to
see folks we haven’t seen in a while. We had 15
coaches with 25 members and guests attend. It was
obvious our members were wanting to get back to
RVn’ and we were glad to oblige. Weather was perfect, with a small storm and cool front blowing through Tuesday night,
making the rest of the week perfect for seeing the local sights. Thanks
go out to Pat Turpin and Greg and Barbara Ricketts for hosting the rally.
This rally marked the 20th anniversary
of our club. Quite a milestone. At the
business meeting, we were presented
our 20th anniversary certificate from
FMCA by Herman Mullins, Sr. VP for Six
State Area of FMCA. He congratulated
our members and wished us many
more years of service. Also, during the
business meeting, we presented and
voted on two changes to our by-laws.
One was to increase the dollar amount
for condolence flowers for active members who pass on. The next one was to
follow in line with FMCA, and allow
towables in our membership. This was
originally brought forward as some of
our members and friends have traded
coaches for trailers as they are, for the most part, easier to deal with.
Both motions passed unanimously with zero opposed.
Another business item announced was that CCT dues are now due.
We didn’t collect dues last year due to the club’s inactivity. Please mail
your check directly to Barbara Ricketts by the December 31 deadline.
Thanks to everyone who attended to make our rally a success. We
are all looking forward to the next one.
David
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Fall Rally Highlights

From Rally Host Pat Turpin
Twenty-five people (15 coaches) gathered at the River View RV Resort, Vidalia, LA
for our 2021 Fall Rally September 20-24,
2021. This was our first formal rally since
Fall 2019 and marked our 20th Anniversary
of being a chapter in FMCA.
At registration, host and co-hosts distributed rally bags and everyone received a
Polar-Camel 20 oz tumbler, engraved with
the CCT logo and the 20th Anniversary. The
Executive Board authorized these tumblers
as gifts to members from the club. This year,
one of our sponsors, RV Glass Solutions,
provided unique reusable bags for our rally
materials. Other sponsors (also rally cohosts) Greg and Barbara Ricketts, donated
battery testers and cosmetics from Gre-Bar,
Inc. Wonderful magnets and note pads were
donated by Clark Freight, and FMCA staff
contributed lanyards, koozies, and pill containers. The Executive Board also authorized
customized key rings with the CCT logo and
carabiner clip. Usual guides to explore the
area, agendas, and rosters were included in
the bags.
As people registered for the rally, everyone was asked to sign the “FMCA Event
Waiver and Release of Liability for Exposure
to COVID-19” form. This was a new requirement from FMCA for all chapter-related
activities. Forms were signed and collected
to send to FMCA.
Lonny and
Lavada Stevens
provided their
“traditional”
margarita happy
hour Monday
evening. Club
President
David Schnautz
welcomed everyone, introducing
Buz Craft, Mayor
of Vidalia, LA, who extended a welcome to
“his” city and told us of some of the good
things that are happening to help Vidalia
become a more vibrant city. It turned out
that he and Greg Ricketts had a mutual
friend, so it was like family. Other introductions for the evening were Jerry and Natalie
Lyles, friends who helped the Stevens and
Whit and Kathy Byers during the planning

stages for this rally when it was scheduled for
April 2020. They joined us for our chicken
spaghetti dinner and conversation. They live
in Natchez, MS, and were instrumental in
offering rally ideas and connecting us to
Yolanda Morgan, our outstanding caterer.
The food was delicious, served by our rally
host, co-hosts, and Diane Moyer (club First
Lady), maintaining COVID guidelines. Karen
Louton was our official photographer for this
rally and did a magnificent job to capture the
event activities.
Table decorations, created by Barbara
Ricketts, were vases wrapped in maps, in
keeping with our “travel” theme, and
wooden branches decorated with a collection of pictures from the last 20 years’ of
CCT gatherings. We created a “Table of
Memories” to include the club cookbook
that was produced in 2011; samples of
shirts/hats with the CCT logo; picture books
from 2001-2009, including the infamous
travels of the Gnome; lists of the charter
members and “Things We Have Done;” and
the Rally Guide, which was developed to
assist new rally hosts to plan “the best rally
ever.” Everyone enjoyed looking and reminiscing about those years throughout the
days of the rally.
Tuesday morning, after breakfast, everyone gathered for the General Membership
Meeting. After welcoming everyone, David
displayed a wooden plaque with the CCT logo
given to the club by former members, Whit
and Kathy Byers. First-time attending members, David and Danna Faerber, and guests
Jim Bernard (former member); Herman
and Bobbie Mullins; Don and Jessica
Dippel were introduced. The Officers gave their activity reports.
The full minutes for the General
Membership meeting may be
found on the website. Highlights
of the meeting were:
• Officers currently in place
have agreed to continue to
serve an additional two years
• Pat Turpin, Karen Louton and Marlin
Youngquist were selected as a nominating committee to present a slate of
officers during the Spring 2022 rally.
Offices to be filled: President, Secretary,
and Alternate National Director

•

By-Laws change to allow towable RV
owners to become club members
(consistent with FMCA By-Laws and to
help the club to grow).
• Herman Mullins, Sr. VP for Six State
Area of FMCA presented David
Schnautz with the club’s 20-Year
Anniversary certificate.
After the meeting, free time was
scheduled. A group took advantage of participating in Rev’s Country Tour of Natchez.
The Rev. Tracy Collins is an expert tour

guide and took the group to areas from
Native Indian times, through the antebellum period, to current times. Hallmark had
just completed a Christmas movie in town,
so Natchez was “dressed” for Christmas,
including a huge tree in the center of town,
street decorations, and old homes decorated with garlands and ribbons. The report
was the tour was excellent and everyone
enjoyed the day. Tuesday night’s delicious
catfish dinner was provided with support
from Clark Freight. We are so
grateful for their support.
Tuesday night we also
experienced a huge rainstorm, which sent everyone back to their
coaches early. What
would a fall CCT rally
be without rain???
Since the storm “rained
out” our opportunity to
give door prizes, we offered
several door prizes at breakfast on
Wednesday. Following breakfast, we
carpooled to the Delta Music Museum in
Ferriday, LA. This museum was established
cont. on page 3
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in the old Post Office building in downtown
Ferriday to honor Mickey Gilley, Jerry Lee
Lewis, and Jimmy Swaggart, first cousins
who were raised in Ferriday. The museum

•
•
•
•

now houses memorabilia from the blues
singers on the Delta Trail. We saw excellent
displays and video clips of the singers.
(Elvis was even there!) We gathered for

lunch at Big John’s Burgers before heading
out to Frogmore Plantation. Frogmore is
an 1800-acre working cotton plantation
and gin owned by Mrs. Lynette Ater
Tanner, who was our tour guide. The tour
included a video of the automated process
that cotton farming involves today and
then a trip back in time to how things were
in the 1800s. What a great day!
We gave out door prizes after our
dinner of smoked brisket and grilled
chicken. We had some very special door
prizes this year:
•

Three beautiful gift baskets made by
Danna Faerber and donated through

Christian Brothers Automotive, Cedar
Hill
Two folding lawn chairs donated by
Craig Dorsett through Motorhomes of
Texas
Books about the Natchez area donated
by the Stevens
A bag of FMCA gifts
Various contributions from members

Thursday, everyone took advantage of
the free day. Some visited a few of the antebellum homes; some traveled a bit on
the Natchez Trace Parkway; some stayed in
the park to visit. In the afternoon, a group of
the ladies experienced “Biscuit-Making 101”
with Regina Charboneau at Regina’s Kitchen
in Natchez. Participants came home with her
recipe imprinted on a tea towel and their
own biscuit cutters. Everyone was back in
time to enjoy the remainder of Lonny and
Lavada’s famous margaritas! Our dinner
tonight of beef tips and rice was provided by
support from Dave Miller of Texas Custom
Coach. Again, we are so grateful for his continued support of our club. Ronnie Cox and
his group joined us, providing a variety of
karaoke music. We were all surprised to
learn that we have three outstanding performers from our group: David Faerber sang
“Sittin’ on the Side of the Bay” and
“American Pie;” David Schnautz joined him
with a duet to close out the night; Sarah
Bishop graced us with her beautiful soprano
voice singing “Amazing Grace.” What a
night!!
Friday morning, we had our traditional
continental breakfast and said our goodbyes
until next time.
I would like to thank Barbara and Greg
Ricketts for all of their help with the planning and organization for the rally, distribution of door prizes, and food service. Their

3
help was invaluable! Thanks, too, to Diane
Moyer for her help with food service. Special thanks go to the Stevens for providing
the margaritas two nights and for all of
their “back-story” work with the Byers to
enable the Ricketts and me to have essentially a “turn-key” rally. Also, special thanks
to Karen Louton for taking on the role of
club photographer in Sheila Ford’s absence. Finally, thank you to everyone for
helping wipe down tables after meals to
help keep us healthy.

cont. on page 4
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Fall Rally 2021 cont.
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Fall Rally 2021 cont.

Only a real man can pull off a “murse”
and be so well color coordinated!

Special thanks to our rally hosts Pat Turpin
and Barbara and Greg Ricketts, pictured with
Club President David Schnautz.

Special thanks to photo contributors:
Karen Louton, Diane Moyer, Barbara Ricketts, David Schnautz, Pat Turpin and Lynn & RD Vanderslice
More photos are posted on the CCTexans website
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VP Report
I sent an email prior to this meeting to solicit volunteers to host future rallies for Spring
2022, Fall 2022, and Spring 2023. I emphasized that participating in the club activities is an important part of membership. Although it might seem daunting to plan a rally, the club has an
excellent rally guide to use as a resource and many past-hosts available to help.
The advantages to host a rally include: you get to pick the time and place and have a sense
of accomplishment in your role as club member. Please contact me if you have an interest in
being a host.
Greg Ricketts

From the Treasurer
The club is in good financial position, despite losses posted October 19, 2019 through
September 17, 2021. Financial reports are available upon request. Remember that dues were
suspended during 2020 for 2021, but they are now due for 2022. Checks should be mailed to
me (address is in the membership roster); final date for renewal is December 31, 2021.

Barbara Ricketts

Secretary Summary

Pat Turpin

I have maintained our certification as a chapter with Family Motor Coach Association and
we are in good standing. Our 20th Anniversary Certificate was presented at the Fall 2021 Rally.
Since COVID-19 disrupted our activities during 2020, the Board requested that I write an
“Annual Report” for the membership, which was distributed in July 2021. Please let me know if
you would like a copy of that report.
Welcome packets and name tags were sent to our new members, Nancy Blackwood;
Roger and Susan Foxhall; Craig Pellerin and Cheryl Lange; Keith Purvis and Millie Good. Due
to the pandemic, we have not been able to meet any of these folks at a CCT club rally; however, I did meet the Foxhalls at the CCI rally in Santa Fe this summer. I look forward to seeing
them again and also meeting our other new members.
We mourned the loss of Gary Glenn in July due to a tragic accident. We have lost several
members this year due to their retirements from RVing: Jon & Barb Neubaum; Ron & Jan
Shore; Nickey & Mary Smith and David & Jean Twilley.
The club Membership Roster and Birthday Calendar have been updated and maintained.
The latest membership roster was included in rally bags in Vidalia. Currently, we have 36 member coaches.
The club Directory needs to be revised and reprinted. I will do that after December when
all dues have been collected and we have a “final count” of members for 2022.
During the last months, I have updated the club’s Rally Guide. This is a very important document that we have to help incoming rally hosts put on “the best rally yet!”
My “retirement” from the role of Secretary was short-lived; however, I am glad to be back
serving the members of CCT.
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FMCA Update

Highlights from FMCA convention in Gillette, WY:
The Governing Board met on July 7, 2021. The morning was spent giving reports
and updating P&P’s with new wording. A P&P proposal for changing dues was
passed. The new rate is $60.00 for new member and $50.00 renewal. There is a
three year limit on renewals in advance. Commercial dues were also lowered to
$50.00.
FMCA officer elections were held with results as follows:

L.B. Butts
CCT National Director

Rett Porter elected President
Gary Milner elected Senior Vice President
Kathy Balogh was re-elected as Secretary
Barbara Smith elected Treasurer
The following list of future FMCA conventions are under contract:
Winter 2022 - Tucson, AZ, March 23-26
Summer 2022 - Lincoln, NE, August 24-27
Winter 2023 - Perry, GA, March 15-18
Summer 2023 - Gillette, WY, August 23-26
Winter 2025 - Perry, GA, March 12-15
Summer 2025 Gillette, WY, July 16-19
Summer 2027 Gillette, WY, July 14-17
The Board felt these were the cities that the convention could make a profit.
The yearly budget was passed with no questions asked.

* * * * * * * * * * *
Carol Butts attended the 6-State business meeting for 2021 in Hutchinson, Kansas,
and summarized as follows: Outside the norm, reading of minutes and treasure
report, the Executive board and National Directors voted to do away with the
Volunteer Rewards program. The next "3" 6-State rallies will be held in Shawnee,
OK, dates to be posted on the website: sca-fmca.com.
New officers were voted in for 2022/2023 as follows
National Area VP-South Central: Herman Mullins
Past AVP: Joe Wright
Senior VP: Dianna Huff
Secretary: Darlene Kennington
Treasurer: Roland Cheramie
Southern Region VP: Paul Pacior
Northern Region VP: Dan Stogner

