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THE DAYS OF THZ STZAM30AT
Ursula Montbriand

(Excerpts from Hague Historical
Society presentation, Part 11.)

: In 1838 the JILLIAM CALDNZLL
(named after the son of James)

. was launched., This was twice as -
long as JAMES CALDWELL (160 Ft)
.and made a speed three times that

of the older craft (12 MPH).

~ In 1844 provisions were made to
transport passengers overland be-
tween Lake George and Lakes Cham-
plain, by use of horse and car-
~aige from Mrs., Albertoun's Hotsel,

— .ater this became a stag2 line

—and finally a railroad known as
Baldwin Branch, connascting Bald-
win Landing (Ti) and Montcalm on
Lake Champlain, '

By 1863 the adds r=ad: ",.From
the latter place (Ticonderosga)
the transition is easy, across

- the 'carrying place! .,.to the
1impid Lake Georg=s, on which th=
MINNE-HA-HA, undar the dirzsction

- of Captain Harris, like a shuttle-
cock each day faithfully plies
its vocation to and from the
laughing waters of Carillon and
the grass grown ruins of Fort

William Henry." (Didn't they talk .

pretty in those days?)
Probably best known in this

© area was the JOaiN JAY, built in

..1850, costing 326,000, and ending
. gervice in the only fatal accident
in 159 years of steamboat history

on the lake,
On Aug 5, 1856, The Glens Falls
Republican announcad “thzs total

~destruction of tho beautiful

steamer, JOHN JAY, on hzr way
from Ticonderora to Caldwell on
July 29,

W, .The boat left her landing at
6PN, much later than usual, and

" lake,

bafor= fire was discovared...

" within 3/4 milz of Garfizsld's

Hotel,

...The tillar rop=zs ware burned
through and thz pilot, Z. S.
Harris, (later Captain) shipped
the tiller and suzesred by guess
work. 3lindasd by denso smoke, ha
missed the sandy beach, struck on
a rock and resbounded into the
About that time a cylinder
head let go and let loose a quan-
tity of stear which added to the
confusion...with passengers and
crew leaping into the water and
swimminz for shore...the boat
burnad to the watzsrline, The
hull sark in the water near the
beach south of the Island Harbor
House,

...The fire was caused by the
burning of pitch pine wood which
choked up tha smokz pipe so as to
drivz the fire and smoke into the
firsroom, compzlling the fireman
to retr=at to the deck for air
without eiving him timz to close
the doors to the fireboxes, The
fire communicated with the wood-
work overhzad and the boat was
soon enveloped in flames.

...There were 80 passengers
aboard and 6 lives were lost,

...The body of a Mrs. A.3, Jones
of Conn, was never recovered, Mrs,
Jones! husband is an invalid and
now at Garfield's, The lady’s add-

_ress has been published as Miss

Sherman of Albany but we under-
stand that no person from that
city is among th2 lost,"

A New York Herald reporter said
there were Vavaricious land sharks
on the scanz, They had a great

- pile of shawls, bonnets, bags,

parasols, hats, canes etc, which
thay werz pulling over much as
one of our New York rag pickers
would zxamine a pils of rubbish
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The Days Of Tha Steamboat cont:
The burning wreck lay roaring
within a few yards and many
thought her boilers must explode,
What cared thesez vultures? You
could read their thoughts upon
their faces as the flickering
flames cast their light upon them
- the greater the dastruction the
greater the plundar. " '

The Glens Falls Republican:

", .There were a number of ins-

- tances of property being taken by

these fiends in human form,
In contrast, officers and crew

" of the boat and residents near

the accident exarted thameszlves

"in a heroic mannzr to save the

drowning passengers and relieve
their sufferings,

Mr, William 3runct (an assistant
at Garfield's Hotel aboard the
boat when she burned) brought up
three hodies, the first of which

.- was resucitated,

- conderoga was placed upon

Mr, William George, a carpenter,
jumped ashors with one young lady
clinging to his back, dislocating
both his ankles, then discoverad
the captain nezar the beach strug-
gling in vain to make the shore,
scrambled into thz lake, caught
him by the hair and pulled him
ashore,

Richard Shear, known as 'Cld
Dick, the rattlesnake man', was
aboard. His box of serpents was
thrown overboard and a little
daughtar of Mr. Arthur from Ti-
it
and floated to shora." :

The next boat was the MINNZ-HA-
HA, built in 1857, The first to
appear as a modern steamboat and
the last of the wood burners, her
round trip required approximately
6 cords of wood. Files of wood
werez maintained at each landing.

The civil war raduced annual
business to a mere 34,851.,81 but
the MINNE-HA-HA k=2pt plying,

The Ganouskie, built in 1859,
made it possibla to inaugurate
round trips from north & south,

Her engine came from Philadelphia
by water as far as Fort Adward
and was hauled in carts overland
to Caldwell, She was the first
propsller-typs steamboat (equipped
with a single screw) and thas first
to burn coal,

Her captain, Arnol hulett was a
big jolly typz of steambocat man,

Telling a group of passengers
about his nautjical superiences, he
excldimed ¥%There is not a single
rock or reef in the waters of Lake
George that 1 don't know." As he
finished this remark the GANOUS-
KI2 bumped into and scraped over

a reef, “There's one of them now",
ha said quickly.

With the HORICON I, in 1877,
they returnzd tc paddle-wheels in-
stead of prxopeiier and she was a
great improvement in appearance,
safety and comfort as well as
spead, Her trial trip from 3aldwin
to Ft., Wm. Henry dcck tock one _
hour and 45 minutes, (20MPH) She =
could accomodate 1000 passengers,

An Inglishman, Retinald Fowlar,
quotad in Old Stesamboat Days On
The Hudson Kiver:

"The Americans take great pride
in these bhoats and spare no ex-
pense on them - the meals are
well served and thz bar produces
every kind of basverage, In &nglish
steamboats the ladies are gener-
ally worse accomodated than the
stronger sex, In America, this
is not the case, The best part of
the boat is given for their ac-
comodation., All must give way to
them, No man is admitted to the
dining saloon until all the la-
dies are seated at the table,
when they rush in pellmell, After
that, should a lady require either,
the chair is, without ceramony,
taken from under you and the plate
from before you, 'A lady sir!' is
considered sufficient,..”

¥

(This is the second part of a
three part articls,)
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mégx GENIUS BEATING THE
RISIS

ENZRGY

Most of us had to read about
4t in the Press Republican but
Keith DeLarm quietly solved one
energy problem thrae y=zars ago.
He is heating the nine rooms and
three baths in his house with one

fireplace, .

“water heating system,

While watching the fire one
night, he designed a closed hot
He pur-~

-chagsed five radiators at an auc=-

tion (§5. ea,) usad some pipe he
had on hand, installed coils in
the back and bottom of his firc-

~place and connected everything to

a water tank in tha baszment, The
entire operation cost about 35300,
and saves about 3500, each year

_1n fuel bills.

S

As the price of fuel goes up
the savings are gresater each year,

When the fire is out lonz enough

*or the water system to cool, the

_ -1l burner com=s on by thermostat,
. Keith stated, '"The year before 1

put this in, our oil bill was
$600, The next year it was $52."
and Nancy (Mrs. Keith) says oil
costs have morz than tripled

-gince then,

Keith did the work himsz1lf and
has plenty of wood on his own
land but he says, "Thers are soms
people and companies willing to
give you wood if you cut it up
rourself, dven if you buy it, it's

- cheapar than o0il." and %“If you
+ don't have a fireplace, you can

recovar your investment easily in
five years. 3aving 3500, a year
- $2500, - that will build a
pretty good fireplacel"

Their house is insulated with
old Rock Wool and Keith says the

- new polyurethane and fiber glacs

e

insulators ars evan bztter,

He has also installed a solar
heating system at his camp. With
110 by 10 solar panel and a 1200
gallon water tank underground, he
estimates he will bz able to heat
1600 cubic feet of spacz. He needs

a couple merz radiators and has
to repair a leak in the water
tank thzn this will be operatineg,

He has also done this work him-
self and says it is not difficult,
It rzquiras two shzets of plywood,
an aluminum sheet, some coppar
tubing, black spray paint, a fi-
berglass sheet and some insula=
tion., Thas=2 makz a solar penel,
Attachzd to water tzanx and radia-
tors it bzcomes a closed, clean,
relatively cecst free system after
instalation,

Ee is interested in all forms

‘of znergy. als favorite courses
at Cornell Uu., were Math and En-
gineering, re picked up more

knowladze in thesz fields while
in the U,S. lMarimnes and returned
to Cornzll after the war to com-
plete a 2atchslor of Science
degrae.

He becomas as nearly angry as
Keith evar gets when discussing
the peopls who arz saying that
solar enargy will not be practi-
cal until "the next century" or
“for twanty years", Says, "That's

~a lot of bunk,"’

B2 is also interestz2d in the
usz2 of wind mills - one of which
has been used t2 haat and light
a whole comnunity, in Vermont
during the 40's - and beslieves a
cheaper, cleaner, more efficient.
auto engine is nu myth,

As you listen to Keith talk
about enesrgy you realize what a
marvelous planet this is and won-
der why it's taking us so long to
learn to use it properly.

Probably because people like

- Keith Delarm get involved in

their community. Most of his time,
during 18 years of his life, has
baen devoted to Hague as Town
Supervisor, Whil2 one man was-

~ beatine him to a patent for his

firsplacs hesating system Keith
was pirobably working on the town
budeat =ztec,
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TOWN BOARD MET, APR, 12:

. All bids for snow=-plow-dump
truck rejected, Plan to readver-
tise with new set of specifica-
tions,

Plans for renovation and expan-
sion of the Town Hall are drawn,
The Office of The Justice will
. have a sliding wall and desk on
revolving platform which will
make it adjustable for trial by
jury.

Assessors loom and Storage Rocm
will be added. Construction has
begun, :

Lawsuit by Forest 3ay Property
Owners Association had almost
reached a negotiated settlement
but the 3oard agreed that no fur-
ther concessions could be made
and the matter will now bz Ytaken
to court",

Further discussion of revisions
to up-date Town Park Ordinance.

.- This is now in the hands of the

County Attorney and it is hoped
he will have it completed soon,
. Applications are being accepted
for positions of Fark Caretaker
and Summer Police Officer,
W. Keith Delarm
Town Supervisor

PUBLIC HIARING SET FOx MAY 10
: PM - Proposed ordinancaz to

establish a 5 M.P.H, speced limit
for boats around Waltonian Is-
lands and north to Friends Foint,
7:45 - Request for permit to
establish Travel Vzhicle Park,
" (Motor Homes) on their lakeshore
property near thz junction of
Routes 8 and 9 from Mrs. Malcom
A, Grimes, Secretary-Treasurer
for 3y-Water Cabins, Inc,
8:30 PM - Plans for use of Fed-
eral Anti-Recession monies,
Owners of property within 500
feet of By-Water Cabins have been
notified of Mrs, Grimes' request,
Opinions expr=ssed by property
owners who are unable to attend
the Hearing will be tabulated by
Mr, Delarm for presentation to
The Board,

OUR POiT-PHILOSOPHER:

In the world's broad field
of battle

In the bivouac of life

Sincer=ly try understanding
each other,

3y doing so you will eliminate
a lot of strife,

Barry J. Moore

BOARD OF «DUGATION iZT, APR, 18:

Requz2sts for transportation to
St, Mary's School in Ti for 1977-
1978 ‘from several parents were
approved.

Ruth 3arnett'!s resignation as
of June 30, 1377 was accepted
with regrets and appreciaticn for
her thirty-nine y=ars of service
as teacher of Fourth Gradse,

Howard Zarnstt's resignation as
of July 31, 19277 was also accep-
ted with regrets, Mr, Barnett, as
Driver-Mechanic, has bzen respon-
sible for the care and maintenance
of all buses and drove the students
to Vocational School in Mineville
daily.

Action on Mr, Dillon'’s tenure
was postponad to the May meeting,

It was dzcided to sell the
-rampoline,

Rudolph Meola
Principal
SCHOOL BUDGsT COMPLETED

EXtra copies are available at
the school,

The budget will be presented
at the Annual District Meeting on
Tuwesday, May 3, at 7:30 PM and
voting will take placzs at the
school on Wednesday, May 4 between
the hours of 1:00 and 8:00 PM,

W,.The amount to be raised by
taxes 1977-73% will be $16,138,
more than last year,

The 3ocard of Education says,

Y"Wde vwould like everyone to fami-
liarize themselves with this
budget and attend the,,.meeting
ve oL Maw Rped W
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% ME. WILFORD C, ROSS, well known

.author and churchman expired on
d Apr 13 after four week illness in
i Moses Ludington Hospital, He is
3 survived by two daughters, Mil-
: ‘dred Ross who is teaching school
* in Port Henry, and Madeline (Mrs,
' @erald) Hutchinson, and two grand-
g children, Wilford and Lorrainse,

& Mr. Ross was a man of broad in
' terests, His book, Graphite will
- be on display with othzr Dixon
¢ ‘Crucible items at the 1888 3uild-
© ing in Ti, He and his family have

§ been owner-managers of Bayside
. Cottages at Indian Kettles for
% many years, He was an Assesor and
Councilman on the Town 3card of
f Hague and has been a pillar and
Trustee of the Weslyan Methodist
,Church. In lieu of flowors,
donations are bsing sent to a
. Memorial Fund at the church and
“will be used to help pay for the
new parsonage which he promoted,
- From Dick Trudeau:

A g

g,(

% Graphite - this was his land
Home of this kind and gentls man
% And 1 am very proud, you see
- Of the friendship hn gave to me,

: "!

5 Great are those who suffer pain
Yet still they never ever complain

f It's hard to find one single word

~ To describe tha greatness of my

: friend Wilford,

" Time carries on, as we 3ll know,
Q_When The Creator asks us to go,
A8 we now lay Wilford to rest
¥ God asks from us one of the best,

~POSITION OPiN for Chambar of Com-
ﬁ? merce Information 3ooth Attsndant,
¢ Applicants should be 25 years of
' age or older and well informed
%; a t the activitiecs and resour-
. c¢s;/in this area, .
& ﬂhe hours with be 12 Noon to

- PM six days -per waek (closed

ednesdays) :

“Apply to:
k Bea Polino =wea-a- 543-9001
s Lynn Patchett --~-- 543-6088

(

>
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MRS, MARJCRIZ B, BOLION was also
well known and will be fondly
remzmbered from the days when her
cheerful presance made every one
welcome at the Trout Heousz Casino
(now the Dock & Dine) in the days
when we had live orchestras and
dancing nightly, .

She died Wednasday, April 6, in
the Moses Ludington Hospital fol-

.owing a long term illness,

She was thes daughter of Fletcher
and Caroline (Duell) 3eadnell and
widow of farl 3olton, She is sur-
vived by onz son, James K, 3olton
of ‘3alston Spa, two sisters - Mrs,
Robert (£lla) Mciieil of Ti and
Mrs, felen Clemons of Fort Myers,
Fla, two brothers - Richard 3ead-
nell of Chestertown and Thomas
3eadnall of Kague, two grandchil-
dren - Richard and Tracy 3olton
of 3alston Spa and several nieces
and nephews, '

Funecral services weras held at
the Church Of The Cross in Ti,

ADIRONDACK CHAFTER OF AMQ_;GHN
RaiD CROSD offers | programs in .
vater safety, first aid, blood
donors, aid to military families
and victims of catastrophe and
other services without charge. .
Their phone is 792-6545, En-
valope enclosed for donations,

OUT ? FCOLS
Tom 3eadnell was acknowledged
winner of the pool at Burgey's
Cave, He had Apr 8 as the date .
when a boat could be rowed from
Lake George Villago to Ticonder-
oga. (Last year it was Apr. 7)
The Trout House Village pool
and one in 3olton Landing, repor-
tedly amounting to 3400, ares
still waiting for official word
from tha County Sherrifts Office
or th2 Conservation people., As
Mr. Seerup explained, they wait
for Forthwest 3ay to clear - and
then The Word has to come out of "’
committee & "thru channels", no
doubt,




e

MOHAWKS RAZTURN TO ADIRONDACKS

Edward Hale, in May-Junz issue
of Adirondack Lifzs, resports that
on May 13, 1974,,a band of Tradi-
tional Mohawks,,scarcely 100
strong. .,with determination,,,30
or 40 shoulder weapons and lots
of women and children,,left their
Caughawaga Reservation in Quebec
and moved into an abandoned former
camp for wealthy girls on state
land at Moss Lake,.They had re-
turned to the eastern door of the
1lriqueis  Confederacy's Long douse.
(Iriquois Confederacy includes
the Mohawks, Oneidas, Unondasgas,
Senecas, Cayugas & Tuscaroras.)

The move followed an eviction
dispute at Caughawaga. Karoniak=-
tajeh, Secretary of the Council
Fire at Moss Lake, says "We were
risking our lives to defend two
and one half acres,"

From the camp at Moss Lake,
(between Big Moose and Zagle 3ay)
they have controlled 8000 acres
of state land during a three year
period of negotiation, claiming
the land ">y risht and traaty",

Kakwirakeron, who l2ft a job on
high steel and 325,000, a year to
return to his ancestor’s Long ~
House, says "Those of the coming

. genaration will have a clear-cut

choice of living on the reserva-

~tion, being assimilated or taking

up the Traditional life,®
Traditional Indians sesk the
life style of thesir ancestors
separate from white society..they
regard themselves as a separate

nation to be dealt with under
post-ravolutionary treaties,

Th2y arrived during a guberna-
torial elaction year with the
wounds of Attica and other episodes
of violance still unhealed, which
strengthenad sveryone's resolve
to settle by legal process,

The Mohawks carefully avoided-
any occupation of private lands,
In addition their spokesmen have

‘said, "Wz want to become self-

sufficient, #We want to make it
clear that we will put no burden
on the community, We will not re--

.quire any roads, any schools for

our children or welfare payments,"

On Oct, 28, 1974, Stephan Drake
was wounded in the shoulder as he
drove past the gate at Moss Lake
at 5:30 PM, Three hours later 9yr,
old Aprile Medigan was wounded as
her family drove past, The Indians
state that their camp has been firec
upon nine times, To date no satis-
factory explanation of the shoot-
ings has besen resached but the lMo=-
hawks now reczsive visitors with
hospitality, at times carrying
hot nourishing meals a quarter
mile through winter snow,

They hope to reslocate, in the
summer or fall, on 4000 acres,
just outsidz Adirondack Park
3lue Line, in St, Lawrence county,
which negotiators put together
from combined parceals of state
land and private lands bought
with private funds for the
Indians' use,

H, Virginia Shattuck, 3ex 16
Rague, N,Y, 12836
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