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A Personal Note from Pastor Karen
This is my last Vine and I didn’t want it to be published without saying what a privilege it has been to serve
our Lord with you for the last 10 3/4 years. It has been a wonderful blessing to be your pastor. You have
allowed me to use my gifts and strengths among you, and you have offered strength in areas where I was
weak. I love you very much and I will miss you greatly.
You can be sure you will not be forgotten when Alan and I are retired and living in Port Angeles,
Washington. You will often be in our thoughts and prayers. But because of our desire to honor the pastoral
ethics we both have lived by throughout our ministries, you will not hear much from us. While you can still
see whatever we post on Facebook (if you have friended us) and we will send a card at Christmas to the
church, we won’t be in regular contact in other ways. That’s one of the sacrifices we make sadly, but
willingly, to allow space for you to fully engage with your interim pastor (and eventually with your next
full-time pastor) and give them the love and support they need, without the “ghost” of Pastor Karen haunting
the halls. 😊
However, my retirement isn’t until the end of July, so let’s make the most of the time we have now! Let’s
worship together with joy. Let’s serve together with hope. And let’s have fun. Feel free to drop by the
office and see me, or call or text me and we’ll go for coffee or a soda.
With much love,
Karen

P.S. A few people have asked about helping us pack the truck.
We’ll be loading the U-Haul on Saturday, July 28, starting at about
8:30 am and we’d welcome anyone who’s willing to work for donuts
and pizza and word of thanks!
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SAVE THE DATE!
September 29
3 – 7 pm

We have received a thank you for the final
shipment of items made by our RBC
Knitting & Crocheting for Peace group.

RBC Family Picnic
Food, fellowship and fun! More details to follow.

Thanks so much for the scarves, mittens and hats
recently sent by the RBC Knitting and Crocheting
for Peace group. Your work will be appreciated
by the recipients.
We are grateful for all you do to help us deliver
hope, healing and peace in communities around
the world and close to home. We couldn’t do this
work without you.

Remove Pastor Karen’s old address from
your directory as of August 1. If you
would like her new address, please
contact the church office.

Will you give a
love gift to honor
God?

Maria
Knitting4Peace Volunteer

Summer time is a change of pace. Schools take a break; sometimes
families take a break, too, with either a vacation or a stay-cation. Some
folks even start thinking of Christmas, as they enjoy shopping at special
“Christmas in July” events.
The Finance Team invites you to consider thinking of “Christmas in
July” in a little different way this year. How about listing all the ways
you’ve been blessed by God in the first half of 2018 and then making an
*over-and-above* “Thank You Gift” to benefit the ministries of RBC?
God will be honored and people will be blessed by your generosity!

*Of course, your regular giving is very important as well, because church expenses don’t ever take a
holiday! Our website has online giving options that make it possible for you to be a part of supporting the
work of Royersford Baptist Church even when you are on the road. You can also send in your contributions
by mail or drop them off at the church office before or after your travels. Remember, your gifts and your
prayers make a vital difference in the Kingdom of God!
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Pastor's Column

umn

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?” Micah 6:8

It was an extremely cold winter night, but Alan and I were hungry for pizza and
so we decided to go to the Pizza Hut that was about 7 blocks from our house for a
rare splurge. (This was in our early years of marriage, when eating out was a big
deal to us and to our wallets!) As we were walking into the restaurant, we
noticed a car running in the parking space closest to the door. I glanced into the
front seat and saw a little girl there, but I didn’t think much about it. I figured the driver had just run into the
Pizza Hut to pick up their pizza and would be right back out. Alan and I ordered and ate our special treat
and then bundled up to head back out into the below 0o weather.
But when we got outside, we noticed that the SAME car was still sitting just outside the door with its motor
running and the little girl inside. As I peered through the window, she looked up at me with eyes washed
with tears. Her nose was “running like a faucet” (as my mom would say) and her coat was open. I was
horrified to know that she had been sitting outside alone, crying and shivering, while I was sitting
comfortably in the warmth, eating my pizza. I tugged on the passenger’s side car door and it immediately
came open. I held out my arms and she came right into them. I wiped her face off with a tissue the best I
could and, filled with indignation, headed back into the restaurant.
Once inside, I went table to table, asking the people at each one, “Is this your little girl?” Apparently, I was
causing a disturbance because the manager of the Pizza Hut came bustling out to ask what was wrong.
Angrily, I explained the situation to him and said that I was looking for the people who had left this child to
suffer alone in that car. Imagine my shock when he said, “She’s my little girl.” As I stared dumbfounded,
he explained that his babysitter hadn’t shown up and he had to be at work and he didn’t want her “near the
ovens,” so he had left her in the car while he worked.
I won’t take the time to tell you the rest of that story here or detail the intense conversation I had with that
Dad, because I don’t think that’s why God brought this experience back to mind for me. No, I think this
little girl is reminding us that when ugly, hurtful, damaging things are happening to God’s precious children
(whatever age they are) we’ve got to get out of our comfortable, safe, polite environments and get involved.
We’re not supposed to walk by or pretend we don’t know. We’re supposed to engage.
God’s already told us what is required-- to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our
God! We must speak out, personally and publicly, for what is right. We must use our gifts and talents and
privileges to do what we can to manifest God’s love and to break down barriers to justice. Not everyone will
be comfortable with what you say or do, but that’s okay. The same thing happened to Jesus. And God will
be with us to give us the strength to carry on when we get weary (and permission to rest when we simply
can’t go on without a breather.)
Keep on keeping the faith, friends. I won’t be here with you in person, but I will be with you in prayers and
love.
Grace & Peace,
Karen
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One Great Hour of Sharing Lisa Rothenberger-Winter, our American Baptist World Relief Officer
writes: The human imagination is pretty incredible I visited Nicaragua last year and met Luisa (pictured
on this year’s poster) and heard her dreams for her family. She is a farmer, and their lives have gotten
harder as the rains come less frequently. When they do come, it’s often in downpours, not in the gently
falling rains that best nourish crops. Their life is hard, yet when she pictures their future, she imagines her
children growing up, going to college, being professionals, and caring for the earth.
The human imagination is also limited, bound by our finite human experience. Sometimes the suffering of
the world outpaces our ability to imagine new life.
For many, 2017 was an apocalyptic year filled with unbelievable hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, floods and
violence. Yet you prayed, stood with, and gave to people and needs from next-door neighbors to global
neighbors you may never meet. As I write in early February, you have given over $2 million to help the
hundreds of thousands of people impacted by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria as well as by mudslides
and fires in California. These generous gifts help people envision recovery and new life, strengthened by
the assurance that God is working in, through and beyond us.
Scripture assures us that God is able to “accomplish abundantly more than we can ask or imagine”
(Ephesians 3:20). Scripture also puts the work of building abundance squarely at our feet: “…..always
seek to do good to one another and to all” (1 Thessalonians 5:15).
Thank you for giving generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. RBC will receive gifts for this Offering
through mid-July.

PFLAG Chapter Being Formed
A dozen people from Royersford and
surrounding communities met in the RBC parlor
on June 14 to discuss PFLAG.
PFLAG was founded by Jeanne Manford, a
schoolteacher in Queens, NY. After her gay son
was harassed and beaten in 1972, Jeanne
marched by his side in an early precursor to NY
Pride, and found herself surrounded by young
LGBTQ people asking her to reach out to their
parents. Within weeks, her home phone was
ringing off the hook with requests from these
young people and their families. Nine months
later, in March 1973, PFLAG was born.

RBC Book Club is on summer break for July
and August. Here is a look ahead at what they
will be reading this fall. All are welcome!

This year marks PFLAG’s 45th anniversary as
the nation's first and largest organization for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
(LGBTQ) people, their families, and allies.
PFLAG envisions a world where diversity is
celebrated and all people are respected,
(Continued on Page 7)

Thursday, November, 8
The Silent Wife by Kerry Fisher

Thursday, September 13
Loving Eleanor by Susan Wittig Albert
Thursday, October 11
The Radium Girls by Kate Moore

Thursday, December, 13
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
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RBC YOUTH
Every time I sit down to write an article about what is going on with our RBC Youth group I try to think up
what cool things the group has done, or how the group or the program is growing, or what plans we have for
the group. Well… that has been such an easy thing to do this year. I have seen growth in not only numbers,
but excitement and commitment to the group, week after week. We have continued to offer great activities
and events for our students to take part in to grow closer to one another and more importantly grow in a
relationship with God. But as for right now, my excitement is focused on the new type of summer we have
planned.
In the past, our RBC Youth summers mostly focused on our Mission trip through Reach, with a Youth
service following, and maybe one or two summer events. Now, don’t get me wrong, those summers have
been great and the kids that were a part of what we did in the summer got a lot out of it. But I often felt that
when we got to the start of the school year, our Youth program had lost some momentum, since we did not
all see each other a lot during the summers. I would spend a lot of the year trying to rebuild the energy and
excitement for the group. So I decided that we are not going to slow things down for the summer, but in fact
we are going to ramp things up! Kids are out of school, parents are trying to find things to do to keep them
busy and off the couch, so why wouldn’t I do as much as I can to connect this great group together.
So for the first time in many years, we decided to keep our weekly youth group meetings rolling during the
summer. And on top of that, we added a game night gathering on Tuesday nights, to keep us connected
week after week. Of course, Reach plays its major role for our summer, and is a big focus for our kids as
well as our whole congregation, but because of the new summer schedule we are able to prepare for it better
and even follow up with each other better about how that week impacted us.
Maybe you have noticed hanging on the walls around the church, our Youth summer calendar, where you
could see that we have something going on once, twice and sometimes even three times a week. We had our
Summer Lock-in, our trip to six flags, a beach/camping trip, a day outing to see the Philadelphia Union play,
bon fires, youth group meetings, game nights, Reach, Youth worship service, and more.
Now when we offer so much activity, I don’t expect every kid to be able to make every event, but I like the
idea of offering opportunity after opportunity for kids to be here. My hope is to build excitement for our
summers here at RBC. The school year is just so busy for many of our kids, that I am very limited on how
much I can offer and even on what days we can do things, because school, extra curriculars, jobs and family
priorities can fill up a week very fast. So this year is a little bit of a test to see how the group does and
responds to a full Youth Group summer calendar. But this is just a start, I hope for bigger things for our
group and specifically our time spent together in the summer.
To close, I would be a terrible person if I didn’t give a shout out to our Youth Leaders who really do so
much for this group. To literally triple the amount of summer activity and receive a willingness and
excitement to serve is an amazing thing. Allison Fisher, Amy Smith, and Bobby Fisher have given a ton of
time this year as well as this summer to be with these kids and to support this group. We also have our
additional Reach leaders this year that stepped up to support this ministry; Charlie Denning, John Denninger
and Karen Selig. Thank you to all who have given your time for our kids, and thank you to all who, as well,
have given your support, prayers, kind words and more to our Youth program.
-Ryan Seckman
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RBC KIDS
Education Cluster would like to bring you up to date on what will be happening in RBC Kids
this summer.
 “RBC EXPECTATIONS” will be introduced this summer. These expectations will help
the children remember how we treat one another during RBC Kids.
 MOVIE SUNDAY will be the first Sunday of each month.
 Summer Curriculum. The children will be encouraged to grow in their relationship
with Jesus in an active and hands on way.
The children will learn about Joseph’s ups and downs in his life just like the
children experience ups and downs in their lives. These lessons will provide hope and
understanding about a God who loves and cares for them, just as he loved and cared
for Joseph.
Later this summer the children will look at the 10 Commandments. They will
explore feelings that result when families don’t get along, how to express
appreciation for family members and discover ways to treat family members with
respect.
Near the end of the summer the children will learn about Joshua and explore
what it means to be heroes, to stand up for their beliefs and help one another stand
firm.
We hope the children will enjoy this fun and exciting curriculum.
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(Continued from Page 4)
valued, and affirmed inclusive of their sexual
orientation, gender identity and gender expression.
PFLAG seeks to realize its vision through





Support for people who are LGBTQ, their
families and allies.
Education for ourselves and others about
the unique issues and challenges facing
people who are LGBTQ.

Retirement party for Pastor Karen
Saturday, July 21, 5:30 – 8:00 pm
Chicken Pot Luck in our fellowship hall
Please see posters on the table in fellowship
hall to sign up.

Advocacy in our communities to change
attitudes and create policies and laws that
achieve full equality for people who are
LGBTQ.

The June 14 meeting concluded with
overwhelming agreement to start a PFLAG
chapter in Royersford. Leadership Council has
granted approval for PFLAG to be hosted at RBC.
Starting July 17, PFLAG will meet every third
Tuesday of the month from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the
RBC parlor.

If you have idea for an activity, new ministry, or one-time event
to enhance the ministry of RBC, there are people who want to hear
about it!
1. Contact a Ministry Cluster Facilitator and share your idea.







Administrative Support/ Building/Grounds related—Dave Messer
Education for children and adults—Millie Collins
Spiritual Growth & Caring — Robin Sexto
Wider Mission/Local Outreach -- Reid Trulson
Worship-related— Janelle Trulson
Youth-related— Allison Fisher

2. The person you reach out to will help you figure out the next steps.
 Does the idea fit in with RBC's vision? Are there others with a similar passion?
 Is there money already in the budget that could be used for your idea?
 Does the idea need to go to the Leadership Council?
(Many times this will not be needed, but if it is, a facilitator can often help you think through
questions that need to be answered before presenting this idea to others.)
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Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God. Phil 4:5
Health Concerns
Margaret C; Rebeca R; Lilliam V; Karen; Eli;
Ella; Loretta; Jeanne M; Janelle M; George H;
Jen
Personal Issues
Sarah M; Keith K; Domestic violence victims,
abusers, survivors; children who are victims of
physical and emotional abuse
Our Missionaries
Stephen & Nancy James; Dwight & Barbara
Bolick; Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga;
David & Joyce Reed; Stan Slade; Carole Sydnor
World Issues
Pray always for peace, to the Prince of Peace; our
political leaders and the campaign process;
peaceful resolution of the conflicts in Iraq,
Ukraine, South Sudan and the Middle East; those
suffering from drought and natural disasters;
Military
Jeff H; Lucas M; Seth R; Niko; Will B.
Please help us keep this list up-to-date as
changes occur by notifying the church office.

The Pastoral Search Committee has met four times following church services.
We are getting organized and we are currently trying to determine the resources
we need to begin looking at resumes for an interim pastor. We have met with
Frank Frischkorn who is responsible at ABCOPAD for regional candidates for
interims and full-time pastors. We have also reached out to Patricia Hernandez
the National Director for American Baptist Transition Ministries. We are
currently putting together a job description and financial package for
employment. We will be updating the congregation on a regular basis. The
chair person is Mark Hite and the assistant is Bob Brownback.
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August
Stan and Marty Murray
Michael and Jana Smith
George and Melissa Reitnour

4
4
6

July
Bob and Sharon Brownback
Fred and Weegee Neiffer
Reid and Janelle Trulson
Shawn and Abigail Turley
Dave and Jo-Ann Messer
Erik and Sue Miller

10
14
24
26
29
29

July
Elaine Fitzgibbons
Sandy Smoyer
Mark Fisher
Melissa Reitnour
Ben Miller
Ronald McCorkle
Karen Selig
Nancy Ritchie
Sue Miller
Jimmy Brittain
Joe Romain
Nancy O’Neil
Judy Denning
Susan Vaughn
Cathy Slade

2
3
5
5
11
14
16
17
18
22
25
27
28
29
31

August
Marge Henkel
Alicia Murray
Peter Dramby
Arrietta Weed
Kris Lutton
Joyce Hedrick
Reid Trulson
Howard Hess III
Sherman Hess
Emily Parker
Margoth Hinostroza

2
8
9
10
12
15
15
16
19
26
30
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Royersford Baptist Church
452 S. Lewis Road
Royersford, PA 19464
The Vine is published 6 times a year by
Royersford Baptist Church (RBC)
Office - 610-948-4170
Prayer Line - 610-948-3418
Email - rbcabc@rbcabc.org
Website - www.rbcabc.org
Staff Rev. Karen Selig, Pastor
Ryan Seckman, Youth Director
Lee Kratz, Administrative Assistant
Lara Cifelli, Worship Coordinator
Sharon Brownback, Choir Director
Alex Cifelli, Accompanist
Ralph Eichelberger, Interim Custodian
Kristin Christopher, Nursery School
Director
RBC is affiliated with American
Baptist Churches in the USA
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, please contact
Lee Kratz at 610-948-4170 or send an
e-mail to rbcabc@rbcabc.org

Office Schedule
Monday through Friday 8 am - 2 pm
Pastor Karen’s office hours
Monday 9:30 am — 12 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 1:30 pm
Thursday available by appointment
10:00 am – 1:30 pm
If these times don’t work for you,
please call the office. We will help
you schedule an appointment for
a time convenient for you.
Ryan’s Hours
Monday Off
Tuesday 11 am – 3 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 3 pm
Thursday 12 pm – 4 pm
Friday 11 am – 2 pm

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am – Worship
10:10 am – RBC Kids

RBC Lay Leadership

Church)

Moderator - Bob Brownback
Vice Moderator - Ken George
Education - Millie Collins
Adult Education Program, RBC Kids, RBC
Nursery School, VBS
Worship - Janelle Trulson
Choir, Communion, Drama, Hosts,
Planning, Technology, Worship Leaders
Spiritual Growth & Caring – Robin Sexto
Gifts Discovery, Small Groups, Social Event
Planning, Women’s Ministries
Mission & Outreach – Reid Trulson
ABC Missions, CROP, Evangelism, Hands-onWorship, Mission Trips, RBC Players
Administrative Support - Dave Messer
Buildings and Grounds, Kitchen Team,
Finance/Business, Office Volunteers, Staff
Relations, Website/Public Relations
Youth Ministry – Allison Fisher
Small Groups, Student Leadership, Summer
Mission, After School Program, Youth Group

If you have been touched by
the ministry of RBC, you can
be part of continuing our
ministry together through your
financial gifts. Our website has
online giving options that make
it possible for you to be a part
of supporting the work of
Royersford Baptist Church.
Your gifts and your prayers
make a vital difference in the
Kingdom of God.

For the latest in news
and information about
Royersford Baptist Church
go to

www.rbcabc.org
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