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Local 1220 Proud to
Partner with Local 21’s
“21 Days of Giving”
This season, Local 1220 was once again proud to team with
Local 21 in their “21 Days of Giving” toy and coat drive.
Members were encouraged to bring donations to their shops
as well as official Union hosted events. Drop boxes were
displayed at select television stations (WTTW and WBBM),
on-site at 1220’s hall and were present at every Union
meeting hosted in November and December.
The donations collected benefitted the families in need
helped by Mercy Home, Bethany Home, My Joyful Heart
and Crittenton Centers. The drive culminated with Mercy
Home’s annual Christmas party on December 21st. Both
Local 1220 and Local 21 were proud to volunteer at this
special event, serving 300 guests. In addition to dinner and
fun activities for the children, Santa Claus was even on
hand to surprise the kids and give them our presents.

ABOVE: Our donation boxes being filled with members’ generous gifts
BELOW: The Mercy Home Christmas party spreading holiday joy & cheer

We would like to thank all of our
members for their charity as we
strive to make a difference in the
community this holiday season.
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November and December Update
Business
Manager’s
Report

Brothers and Sisters,
What a year! I’d like to say it flew by, but the reality is that every week had something
happening. As soon as we hit a slow patch, BAM, something would blow up. This year we played
a lot of defense with member representation. I don’t like fighting with our contractors, but our
members are worth every bit of bare knuckle brawling to return folks to work and get them back
pay.
As I reflect on this year’s journey, I start with WSCR and welcoming our Brothers into the
Union with their first contract. After the Super Bowl and Final Four, we started settling into
discussions with WYCC and the Spectrum Auction. Around May, I began to travel to meetings to
discuss our CBS bargaining, all while attending various IBEW conferences and site visits.
In July, I spent 2 weeks in Stamford, CT negotiating the CBS national contract. We had a
great team representing 1220 and managed to bring home substantial gains while saying
goodbye to Master Control. A bittersweet victory to say the least. Drone training also “took off”
later in the month.

by John Rizzo

Every week in August was filled with meetings and conferences from the CBS ratification to
IBEW’s Membership Development, which was held in Chicago for the first time. September was
not much better with quarterly audits, station meetings and our 6th District Progress Meeting. We
had a pretty full calendar.
Early October was quiet enough for us to catch our breath and focus on our open grievances,
but that quickly changed with NFL site visits and IO meetings. Luckily our staff was able to be in
the places I couldn’t be, attending the Illinois State Conference while I dealt with the Broadcast
Coordinating Councils. Steve and Brett have really stepped up this year in helping take a major
load off of my shoulders so we don’t miss an opportunity.
As we head into the Holiday season, WYCC is closing down. It’s sad to say goodbye, but a
phoenix may arise from the ashes in the form of a small production house used by the Media
Department of City Colleges. Laid off members have a severance package and retro. Bargaining
continues with PPI under their Sports and Entertainment Agreement. I’ve had lunch with AFTRA
to discuss upcoming WGN bargaining and strategy over Sinclair Broadcasting. Our discussions
were positive and we’ll be talking more as negotiations begin.
That brings me to this month. It was back-to-school with a grueling week at the Arbitration
school at the University of Illinois. More experienced this second time around, I really learned a
lot and was able to successfully sit in as “first chair” in our mock Arbitration. We were victorious. I
feel that I’m ready to take on some of our lighter grievances/arbitrations instead of our attorney.
It’s be a quick year with so much to do. Next year looks worse with WGN bargaining on the
horizon. I’m looking forward to a busy and productive 2018. I’d like to wish all of you a Happy and
safe Holiday Season.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
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November and December Update
President’s
Message

Dear Sisters and BrothersSeason’s greetings to you and your families! I would like to thank you for all your professional efforts
in the workplace, and the contributions that you have made which benefited our employers and
colleagues this year. This great work was performed in a safe fashion which enhanced each of our
lives. Our proactive members who have participated in various union activities have my deepest
gratitude; this includes the union stewards, those in staff positions, those in voluntary roles, and the
elected officials.
I am wishing all of you a prosperous and safe New Year!
Of utmost importance currently, is your essential right in our democracy to maintain your voting
rights! We must preserve this despite demonstrated rampant voter suppression, which frankly has
been very successful in working against the voting rights of many citizens nationwide.
The fight for voting rights remains as critical for our society as it has ever been. Politicians
intentionally engage in voter suppression, including creating barriers to registration,
Gerrymandering, reducing early voting, and adding unnecessary additional requirements for voter
identifications.
“Crosscheck”, which initially rolled out in 2005, has eliminated many legal voters from the election
rolls. Here are some alarming facts from the 2016 elections:

by Glenn Hannigan

Crosscheck in action:
Trump victory margin in Michigan:
Michigan Crosscheck purge list:

13,107
449,922

Trump victory margin in Arizona:
Arizona Crosscheck purge list:

85,257
270,824

Trump victory margin in North Carolina:
North Carolina Crosscheck purge list:

177,008
589,393

I am strongly suggesting that you check your eligibility to vote with your local elections bureau, prior
to the next election. I am able to confirm my eligibility by making a simple telephone call. My family
and I have typically taken advantage of the early voting program, which eliminates long lines and
races against the clock. If you don’t work on Tuesdays, you may also consider signing up to be an
election poll worker. These positions include Election Judges and Inspectors; my wife and I have
found this to be a civically rewarding and interesting civic service.

Fraternally,

Glenn M. Hannigan
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The Rep Wrap

by Brett Lyons and Steve Unterfranz

Members “WATCHOUT”
In Latest Training Class
by Brett Lyons
One of the hottest growing technologies we hear about these
days is the multi-display media server program, WATCHOUT.
With the ability to be downloaded and ran on any computer, it’s
no wonder why WATCHOUT is a popular product in our
industry today. With the demand for professional operators
growing, this was an opportune moment for Local 1220 to hold
another training seminar with WATCHOUT certified instructors.
Developed by Dataton, WATCHOUT is an award-winning,
software-based system for multi-display production and
playback. WATCHOUT gives users the ability to mix together
still images, animations, graphics, text, video, sound and live
feeds across multiple fully scalable display areas.
Thanks to Show Sage (especially our instructors Jim and Ian),
Local 1220 was able to arrange for seven of our members to
attend a two day class in Franklin Park this month. The brothers
and sisters in attendance were able to get a background on the
software as well as a working understanding on the functionality
of Dataton’s most popular family of products.

Importance of Good
Stewardship, National
Child Identification Kits
by Steve Unterfranz
Recently we had a member call the Union Hall to tell us that
Local 1220 work was being performed by a member of another
union. We were able to do a job visit that afternoon and when we
investigated we found that the contractor was doing audio work
in several meeting rooms but only needed one camera operator
so he used a member of their union to do the work instead of
calling for a 1220 Engineer. We were able to contact the local
electricians and they were unaware but will keep an eye out in
the future. The contractor was also called and told that we
expect him to use 1220 Engineers in the future. This was good
stewardship on the part of our member. Don’t be afraid to ask
questions in the field. If something seems wrong, challenge them
or call the hall if need be.
We have recently acquired several
‘National Child Identification Program’
child 4-18 ID kits. The kit is for
descriptive information about a child in
the event law enforcement authorities
need to find a missing child. It includes
an area for description, photo, DNA
and fingerprint information. Once it is
filled out it should be stored at home
and only given to authorities in case of
an emergency. This is a cooperative
effort between the IBEW and the NCIP
to help insure the safety of our children
and there is no cost for the kit. If you
would like a kit for your children or
grandchildren just stop in or we can
send them to you. Just call the Union
Hall or leave me a message and I will
make sure we get them to you.

Do you have a suggestion for a training course you think would
be ideal for our fellow members? Make sure to share it with us.
And keep your eyes on the 1220 Facebook page, website and
newsletters as we’ll be announcing other training opportunities
in the near future. We hope to see you there.

Lastly, I would like to wish all members and their families a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. And remember the
Holiday Party is coming up on January 19th. Last year’s 75th
Anniversary Holiday party was enjoyed by all that attended so I
hope to see you there. Call soon because attendance is limited
and will fill quickly.
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Member News
New Members
William Haywood
Complete Crewing Freelance
Sara Kronenberg-Bowen
WGN-TV Freelance
Jeffrey Porter
WGN-TV Staff

Honorary Withdrawals
Dan Preble
Program Productions
Freelance
Clark Szabo
WBBM Freelance
Tom Wilson
WTTW Staff
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Local 1220’s Perfect
Last Minute Gift
If you need a last
minute gift idea this
holiday season, why
not consider giving a
Local 1220 jacket?
Every jacket is weather
resistant and proudly
Union made.
Sizes range from
Medium to 4XL with
prices beginning at
$81.30.
To order your very own
Local 1220 jacket, you
can contact the hall at
773-714-1220 or send
us an email at
info@ibew1220.org.

Contact Us
Mailing Address
IBEW Local 1220
1311 Butterfield Road
Suite 306
Downers Grove, IL 60515
Phone
773-714-1220

Upcoming
Meeting Dates


Tuesday, January 9



Wednesday, February 7



Thursday, March 8

All meetings take place in
Local 21’s conference room
(1307 Butterfield Road, Suite
424) just south of our building.
Refreshments will be provided
for all members in attendance.
Please join us to discuss all
happenings inside of the Local
and make your voice heard!

The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers represents
approximately 750,000 active and retired electrical workers in every
branch of the electrical industry. Since its founding in 1891, the IBEW
has dedicated itself to the well-being of electrical workers and their
families and the achievement of continued progress on their behalf.
Anything you might expect to read in a business letter or an email that
pertains to this Local and your part in it will be communicated through
this newsletter.
Consider this your dues invoice, your bylaws updates, your meeting
notice and your call to participate. If you would like to submit an idea or
article for this newsletter, please contact the union office.

Fax
773-693-0009
Email
info@ibew1220.org
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