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TAKE THE PAPER BAG CHALLENGE!
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I know this sounds crazy, but I also hope it is fun! We
want kids watching worship and we have a great idea to boost
their interests! We are asking you to work with your kids to find
an object they will place in a paper bag, write your name on the
bag, and sometime you can bring it to the church. What is this
for?
Well, we will be opening the bag during church and
creating an ON THE SPOT children’s sermon! So, think of something
that you all think would make a great children’s message or a way
to challenge the pastors! Let’s have fun and get or kids involved!

In-Person and virtual Worship at 11:00 am
AT WWW.ELONCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG OR FACEBOOK.COM/ECCUCC/
Also Available on YouTube after noon on Sundays

THE 9:30 AM SERVICE IS SUSPENDED UNTIL SEPTEMBER
If you are in a high risk category, feel uncomfortable in any way, or think you were exposed to someone
with COVIV-19, please don’t attend worship in person. Remember, we offer options to worship online!
Please abide by the following rules if you plan to participate in-person.
·

·
·

·

·

You must call or email the church to reserve your place in one of the worship services. We cannot fill
the sanctuary as we would like, so we are limited to about 50-55 worshippers. Families that live
together can sit together without distancing. All seats will be set up and seating will be assigned.
You must wear a mask, if you are unable to do so, we want to invite you to worship online only. We
will be distancing, but in an enclosed space and masks are imperative to avoid transmission.
We will be asked to only sing and repeat words quietly not broadcasting your voice. This means that
we can’t yet sing out or repeat prayers in such a way as to spread possible germs. While this may
seem restrictive, even low level speaking and singing allows you to feel participation in the moment.
Following worship, you may leave and talk with others outdoors using social distancing. There will be
no in-person meet & greets or small group meetings during this time of transition. Those things will
stay online for now. Feel free to converse with others outside as people feel comfortable.
You can only enter worship through the main sanctuary doors. The elevator will be off limits during
this time. We will use the individual bathrooms only during this time as well. Handwashing and hand
sanitizing will be available and highly encouraged.
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Rituals and Traditions
You know we are a
traditional church when August rolls
around during COVID-19! August is
the most uniquely planned month at
Elon Community Church! This means
that we have had our highest Sunday attendances for the whole year
in a month that is known as the “Deadest Month of the Church year.”
This has been so unique that we have ritualized this Month into our
church year. We have excitedly anticipated being so busy when
everyone was still on vacation with Football Sunday, Music Camp,
Under the Parasol, the returning college students welcoming activities,
and the Marching Band party. We even moved our back to school
Sunday and Sunday School Rally day to August because things were
already at a high activity level!
Football Sunday we believe started in the 1970’s, Music
Camp is now an institution that has only grown for close to 20 years,
and all that we did to support the re-engaging of these activities was
the center of our boards, committees, and produced our largest dinner
and Meet and Greet of the year. To say that we are not doing them
this year is like putting off the Olympics in Tokyo! This is by far the
most painful month of the year in terms of losing traditions and
rituals! August will not be even close to the same and I for one don’t
like it!!!
The loss of rituals and traditions is so difficult to endure
that it is truly taking a toll on us. This Torch Newsletter, which would
be full, is going to look very small. I have been contemplating what
Sundays will be like as August unfolds. You all can’t even go crazy on

vacations as school is starting early and actually will be a stressful
time as public schools start online and Elon so far is having students
return, but under a very different format. Our worry now is that
students may behave as they TRADITIONALLY do and ruin the chance
to remain on campus. Even if they try to be different, it will be
stressful and may not even work.
So, as I lament the loss of this month’s activities, it shows
just how traditional we truly are. We long for traditions and
predictable actions in our life and the toll of this virus on our
psyches may only now be a little more understood. This is tough stuff
even though we are at home a lot, thinking this may not be so bad.
The rising stress with the politics of change will be something that we
will have to continually and creatively work through. I know this for
sure:
·
·
·
·

We need to stay in touch. Find ways to reach out and don’t be
traditionally waiting for others to do it.
We will remain being the church in new and varied ways
worshipping, learning, and acting.
God is with us, in our midst through it all. Even when stress
seems to have the upper hand.
Know that faithfulness in this time means perseverance, courage,
and hope. We are in this together!

I love you all and we will find our way, together. God bless
you all and don’t give in, we are still here!
Love,

Randy

Sunday, August 30 at 6 pm we will have a meeting on Zoom with parents and youth interested in joining our
Confirmation group. What is Confirmation? A time when our children explore their faith, widen their understanding of God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, learn about the history of the church, the history of our denomination, and the history of church.
Who is eligible? Any youth 6th grade and up. Our plan right now is to have the meetings on Zoom. If you have questions
please feel free to contact Pastor Randy or Pastor Sharon.

COOL/EDGE Parents: With virtual learning about to begin for the school year, we want to be cautious

in how we proceed in meeting our youth together. We will be creating an online survey and sending it out during the month so you can let us
know how you would like your youth to participate with our groups.

- Pastor Sharon, Matt Stimpson, Grace Jones, Derek Tang, and Stephen Stiegel
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July has been an interesting
month to say the least. Where we
normally have our Vacation Bible School in
June, with the Corona Virus, our plans
were changed a little bit (or a lot)! With
the inspiration of Jennifer Clifton, my right hand when it comes to VBS,
we changed our vision from the packaged VBS we had purchased, to a
theme of Christmas in July. Our Knights of the North Castle will be on
board next year when we hope and pray we can meet in person!
I thought I would give the congregation a little run down of our four
sessions and the fun the children had Zooming and doing their crafts,
science experiments, and games!
· Week 1—Mary and the Angel and our theme was Joy. We told
the story of Mary and the Angel with a brief video. You can check
it out on our Elon Alive page. Our craft projects of the week were
to begin to build a stone nativity. Each week the children are
given stones to paint, specially designed stickers created by Nina
Byerly and Katie Tang, and week one they made the Mary and
Angel stone. They also had a special Angel
project to make. Our science experiments
that week were unique as Jennifer, Hal, Ted
and I did these with dry ice, soap, and
water on our beach trip and captured them
on video. The children were amazed. The
bubbling over represented joy! Pastor Randy
led a dance party with the children so they
could express their joy.
· Week 2—Mary and Joseph and the birth of Jesus and our theme
of Love—Once again we had a great video of the story of Mary
and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus. Our
craft projects included our continuing of stone nativity with the
Baby Jesus, a stable, and Joseph. We made Baby Jesus ornaments.
Our science experiment involved peppermints and how they
dissolve in
water and we
talked about
how the
candy cane
related to the
Christmas
story. Pastor
Randy led the
children in a

The Torch

scavenger hunt which in the words of Jess Johnson, “Violet loved
the scavenger hunt.”
· Week 3—The Shepherds story and the theme of Peace. Once
again, our unique group of actors put forth the story of the
Shepherds hearing the good news and going to Bethlehem to see
the Baby Jesus. Our stone nativity
continued with sheep and the hill
being their pieces to add this week.
They created Sheep book marks as
their other craft project. The science
experiment was a big hit as they
created snow using baking soda and
conditioner. Their game of the
evening was Charades.
· Week 4—The Story of the Magi and
the theme of Hope—Our group of actors came together once
again for the story of the visit of the Magi. Our craft activities
this week concludes the building of our stone nativity with their
three magi stones and the stone representing the gifts presented
to the baby. The children created two different star ornaments to
go along with the astronomy theme of the day and the star that
led them to Bethlehem. For Science we talked about the
astronomy association and they were given clay to create a planet.
Our recreation was a walk around their house and an
encouragement of them taking a night walk and to observe the
stars and planets in the sky.
During VBS we had 18 children engaged with our activities
and two who live in Pennsylvania and one who was in Virginia Beach.
A special thanks go out to the following folks: Nina Byerly, whose
artistic talent created our design for our stone nativity characters, Katie
Tang, who created this on her Cri-Cut so we could have stickers made,
Patty Welborn and Ellen Martin who assisted in cutting out things
needed for crafts, Ted Wheeler and Randy Orwig for helping hand out
bags in not so comfortable clothing, Ted and Hal Clifton for assisting
with our science experiment, the creative talents of Jennifer Clifton who
is a bundle of ideas and creativity, Monica Nicholson for recording and
setting up our videos, and Randy Orwig who as always was inventive
with helping create the videos and leading our games. A special thanks
to our actors: Skylar Foxworth, Sheala Nicholson, Abby Stimpson, Will
Stimpson, Grier Ingalls, Olive Ingalls, Thomas Gregory, Madison Gregory.
Brielle Orwig, Anne Williams and Randy Orwig.
Thanks so much for the congregation’s support of our
children’s ministry. Our children and youth ministry is difficult in the
time of pandemic. We made it work for VBS and I am so grateful for
all the support!

Pastor Sharon
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The Seekers’ Church School Class has is discussing a stimulating new book on Sunday mornings online through Zoom at 9:15 am. The
class runs approximately 45 minutes each Sunday morning and we’d like to invite you to join us virtually for our discussion and sharing.
The book is called Practicing Changing Yourself to Change the World by Kathy Escobar. If you’d like a copy of it, e-mail or call Ray Pollard or
Rev. Sharon Wheeler, and one of them will deliver it to you. They will also provide you with the Zoom contact info
you need in order to join the group on Sundays. Their contact info is:

pollardrg@yahoo.com
336-584-8722

wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com
336-260-9146

The blurb on the back book cover says: “From the masses of young people spurning organized religion to
faithful followers of Jesus, there is a deep hunger across gender, age, socioeconomics, and denominational backgrounds for practical, tangible ways to live a life full of love, mercy and justice in our divided world. But where do
we start? Pastor Kathy Escobar inspires and challenges readers to live their faith through real action using ten transformational practices, including listening more, including the marginalized, advocating for justice and mourning with
those who grieve. By putting our hearts, hands, and feet behind our good intentions, we can transform our groups,
our communities, and our world.”
The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study is now called Monday School, meeting every Monday at 5:30 pm! We are studying the Gospel of
Matthew in a verse by verse format with great discussion and insights from Pastor Randy. This is a great way to get to learn more about your
Bible and way the writers of the Bible share what we celebrate as Good News. To Join Zoom Meeting keep an eye out for the link in your Joys
and Concerns mailings every Monday. If you need more information, contact Pastor Randy at 336-214-1304.

Food For Kids: Backpacking During a Pandemic
The Backpack program faced many obstacles this year, but we met them with the help of many workers. We
started as we do every September. Sherry Scott was purchasing food and all seven of us packers were happily filling
bags with food. Our drivers were then delivering to Elon Elementary for those children identified as in need. With the
help of the school social worker, we were able to successfully deliver food each Friday to food-insecure students.
We began with 21 students. Then, March hit with the Covid 19 pandemic and school was abruptly canceled!
We knew the children would be missing not only weekend food, but also the breakfast and lunch that they get daily
from the school. With the help of Whitney and Chris Gregory, food was purchased. We immediately sent home a bag of
groceries for the families that we usually give for school vacations. Then, the school system took over delivering
breakfast and lunch to all students by sending the school buses to drop spots. We breathed a sigh of relief and we
continued with our weekend foods.
Sherry Scott and I looked after our workers and our own exposure during a pandemic. Sherry decided she could continue to shop,
ordering some to be delivered. Dan and I decided we shared the same germs, so the two of us could do the packing. Thankfully, the school
social worker, Angela Mullens, delivered the weekend foods to the homes of our children.
So, it has been a different kind of year for all of us, but our children still received their
weekend food. We thank those you who have continued to financially help the program to keep
running. We estimate that $300 is all it takes to feed a child for the whole school year. We average
between 19 – 25 children a year. Who knows what the new school year will look like or how many
children will be in need? All I know is that we are committed to making sure that no child at Elon
Elementary will go without food on the weekends.

- Susan Kuhn

Stay
Connected
on
Facebook
with
Elon Alive!
Have you joined our private Facebook
group yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite
only. If you have not received an invite and
would like to participate, please e-mail the
church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must
have a Facebook account in order to be
involved. This is a great place, safe for the
whole family, to post pictures and interact with
other members while we are social distancing.

This election like all elections is so important to being in a democracy. Religious folk and churches have long been involved in the
importance of our participation. We are called to be faithful as we decide who and what to vote for in each election. Learning, discussing, and
seeking what our values are and who will support them in every office from dog-catcher to the president is part of our Christian call! Issues
and levies will always be something we weigh in faithful discernment.
This year, we are facing huge issues because of COVID-19. The sure shortage of precinct workers and the worry of properly getting
absentee ballots are more than ever a part of our concern.
· Can you consider working at a poll?
· Have you applied for your absentee ballots? This needs to be done immediately!
· Are you properly registered to vote? Address updated?
· If you are going to in person, what is your plan to stay safe?
These are additionally important questions as well as making sure you are faithfully voting your values
and supporting our community. Who will you reach out to in your circles to insure they are safe and voting?
We are in this together as we prayerfully participate and ensure that all Americans have the right to vote! John Lewis, who passed
away, gave his whole life for this right and as a Christian he shared faithfully so we all could be involved. He along with generations of others
implore us to vote and be involved as we are able. Working at a poll or somewhere in the voting structure may have never been something
you wanted to do, but this year it may be something you will do because you can!
- Pastor Randy
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UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE, NO VOLUNTEER SHELTER MEALS
WILL BE SERVED AT ALLIED CHURCHES.
SHELTER EMPLOYEES WILL BE HANDLING
MEALS UNTIL JUNE 1 AT THE EARLIEST.
PLEASE CHECK FUTURE ISSUES OF THE
TORCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS.

An Evening with the wit and music of
In the Community Life Center

(Tentative Plans
in light of the
Pandemic)
Hosted by
Sheri James

Plan now to
attend!

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

Ed Powell
Lucy Saconn
Mindi Truitt
Brad Wroblewski
Ralph Waller
Nick Reynolds
Virginia Griffin
Grace Edwards
Gabrielle Edwards
Louise Barnett
Gary Cooper

8/1
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/9
8/9

Justin and Re Anderson
Derek and Katie Tang
Jordan and Gretchen Wiles
David Andes and Karen Lewis

Nancy Luce
Katie Brown
Eleanor Hoke
Jane Weerts
Glenda Crawford
Kennedy Ramsey
Lorie Goodwin
Emily Stimpson
Betty Kircher
Virginia Leeds
Sara Kernodle

8/12
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/17
8/17
8/19
8/19
8/19

Richard Allen
Jackie McHenry
Sally Johnson
Shayna Tang
Joe Tang
Annie McLane
Whit Stiegel
Linda Brown
Tessa Byerly
Charlie Merical

8/10 Russ and Ellen Martin
8/12 George and Carol Oakley
8/15 Sean and Callie Harris
8/16

8/19
8/22
8/23
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/30
8/30

8/19
8/25
8/26

Farmers Market is Officially Open
Every Thursday, 3:00-6:00 pm. Please check out the
Market Facebook page to see available vendors and pre-order
vendors for each week!
PLEASE FOLLOW THESE PRECAUTIONS WHEN VISITING THE MARKET
- All vendors are spaced 10' apart from each other.
- We are encouraging customers to exit after making purchases
- All vendors MUST wear a mask/face covering.
- All customers also MUST wear a mask/face covering when they come to the market.
- We are encouraging everyone to social distance, especially while waiting in lines.
- Whenever possible products will be pre-package, pre-bag, and pre-priced.
- Vendors are wiping down surfaces with disinfectant frequently (tables, registers, phones,
any frequently touched surface).
- Vendors are encouraged to accept pre-payment or contactless forms of payment.
- No sampling allowed at Market at this time.
- All vendors are asked to wear gloves and masks/face coverings.
- We're asking customers, vendors, and staff to stay home if
they're sick.

Mailed: 7/28/2020

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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