If the book of Jonah ended at chapter 3, 


this would be one of the great passages of scripture, 


being held up as a model of how to live out God's calling on our life.  

For when we look at what occurs as a result of Jonah's preaching, 


there is probably only King Hezekiah's reading of scripture 



and all of Israel repenting that has similar results.  


Peter's preaching under the power of the Holy Spirit is impressive, 



but that is 3000 people.  




Ninevah was twice the size of Babylon 



with around 120,000 people in it.  


And the more impressive difference between all Israel repenting for a time 



and Ninevah repenting, 


is that Ninevah worshipped a foreign God, 



heard of the God of Israel from Jonah 



and his displeasure with them, 




and immediately repented.  

God's Word was proclaimed 


and it did not come back empty.

But as we will hear next week,


 there is a reason why this is not held up as the Evangelistic model 



of how to carry out the Great Commission of Jesus.  

Jonah becomes angry at God 


that he let his enemies experience God's mercy.  

Jonah wishes that he could have gone on to Tarshish 


and prophesied with mediocre results, 



hopefully from those people who were nice, 



kind, 



and were like Jonah.  

Instead, 


here he is in Ninivah, 



proclaiming destruction to his enemies, 


and they all repent 


and God does not carry out the slaughter of them all.  

So Jonah's actions fall short of the high mark that Jesus sets for us, 


to love our enemies.  

He will gladly go and tell them that they are damned, 


but he knows that telling them that, 



can lead to change 



and he serves a merciful God who will honor that repentance.

Nonetheless, 


there are pieces that we, 



who are seeking to live out Jesus Great Commission 


can learn from God 



how he best uses us. 

The story of Jonah highlights a few key phrases 


that we need to apply to our own lives 



if we are going to “go and make disciples of all nations, 




baptizing them in the name of the Father 





and of the Son 





and of the Holy Spirit, 




and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  

Those would be, 


“Jonah started into the city,” 



in verse 4.  


“A visit required three days,” 



in verse 3. 


And “Forty more days,” 



in verse 4.  

These three snippets are the key to Jonah's results.  


They are what allowed the proclamation of God's Word to have effect.

Jonah started into the city is important, 


because Ninevah was known for it's walls.  

The old grand city had city walls that encompassed the whole city, 


that allowed three chariots to ride the walls side by side.  


Those chariots would have to travel 60 miles to do the loop.  

But Jonah could have got up on the wall 


and yelled down to the people the message, 



and technically told God, 




“I did it.”  

But instead of going up 

and yelling down, 


Jonah went in.  

He entered into the midst of the people.  


Saw how they were living, 


walked among them, 


saw how they were interconnected.  
Jonah did not go into Ninevah 


like I went into London a few years ago.  

On my way to Israel, 


I had a 9 hour layover in London.  

So I did all of the sights of London in 7.5 hours.  


Even stopped and had fish and chips to make it official.  



I saw Big Ben, 



the Tower of London, 



sprinted through the British Musuem, 



caught my breath at Buckingham Palace during the changing of the guard, 



glanced at St. Pauls Cathedral, 



checked my map in Trafalgar Square, 



rode the London Underground, 



and perused the National Gallery.  


But I had to look up sights on the internet 



to remember all I had done in London in that 7.5 hours.  

On the way back, 


I had 4 hours, 



in which I met a friend at Paddington Station 




and caught up on her life since Seminary. 

 That was the only real conversation I had in London.  


But I remember it so much clearer and vividly. 



 The statue of Paddington, 



the finding wifi to confirm I was in the right place,



 the frustration of her train being delayed, 



the discussion of how she was coping with her chronic illness, 



how God was using her to bring change in her family 




and churches understanding of the role of women in Church 



as she pursued a doctorate in Ministry.  

The difference being that I actually went into London.  


I entered into the life and rhythms the second time 



and it was the difference.

The church example of this, 


is the difference in mission trips.  

Do we show up for 7 days, 


do our thing 


and then leave, 



never to be seen again?  
I have not heard a peep from Puyallup since they were here 11 years ago.  

Or do we invest in the people 


and make a commitment to them like Portland has with us 


and Pennsylvania will again this summer 



and we heard from Jason last month at Presbytery.  

While these are great examples, 


I know most of us are not huge travelers, 



so how do we do this in our everyday life here in isolated Skagway?  

To which I would answer with the questions, 


how many of your neighbors have you let in?  


How many of the people you have Fellowship with on a Sunday 



have had dinner with you in your house, 



would you call to help if you were sick, 



would know where to find your silverware drawer 




if you allowed them to put away your dishes?  


How many people in this town at large could do that?  



Is it only blood relations that can do that?  


That is not going into the city.

This kind of stuff needs to happen, 


because “a visit required three days.”  

I just returned from my sisters wedding 


where I met my new brother in law.  

Prior to going, 


I knew what his voice sounded like, 


that he was 6' 4” 


and was a crane operator.  

While my sister still holds her cards fairly close, 


I now know the beginnings of a person, 



not just what my sister wanted to tell me.  




I confirmed that he does love his new kitten, 




watched him watch his Kansas City Chiefs, 




and saw him continually serving my sister 





to help make the wedding happen.  




I also saw him get flustered, 




laugh, 




and play some impressive words in scrabble.  


I only met his side of the family, 



but can't tell you much, 




because I did not have the required three days.  
We as people are complicated and unique, 


because we are God's children.  

As much as we want to block categorize people 


and mark them either as good or bad.  

We can not do that.  

Spending time to actually know people 


and be known is life changing.  

One of my best visits was with some old friends in Boise, 


who were my camp counselors 



and I stayed with 



and played with during my one year in Boise.  


We had a long history 



so hearing how our lives were now after 18 years of not seeing each other 




was great fun, 




and we had the old stories to retell.  


I left their house feeling known.  

By Jonah going and spending time amongst the people 


who are complex and different, 



he was able to share the message of God effectively.

Now this message was surprisingly not, 


“God loves you!”  

It was, 


“Forty more days 



and Nineveh will be overthrown.”  

This message has an escatalogical 


or end message 



which is key.  

Without this, 


no change is likely to happen.  

For we creatures of habit 


are likely to stay in our habits 



unless something threatens them.  

We all know we should eat well, 


but most of us do not follow the practice 



until our life hangs in the balance.  




Eat well or else.  '




Follow this diet 





or be miserable everyday or die.  
The church has a bad representation of just saying, 


“Turn or burn.”  

Burning for all eternity 


does not have much of an impact, 



when most of us are living day to day 



and not thinking about tomorrow.  

Learn to forgive 


or lose your marriage 



has immediate impact.  

Teach your children in the way they should go 


or have rebellious children everyday, 



these are immediate consequences.  

We have had many faces pop in through those doors over the last decade.  


Some of them coming, 



because they were in dire situations 




and had tried everything else to no avail.  

So they were coming looking for God.  


Did we take the time to get to know them 


and their story, 



so that we could help them see God in their situation?  


When we did, '



life changes happened.  


When we didn't, 



desolation and disappointment followed 




and they went somewhere else.

But Jonah's message anticipated change, 


because of the key number in his warning.  



40.

40 is the number that scripture uses time and again 


to signify a period of transformation.  

Noah had 40 days and nights of rain 


to transform the earth, 

Israel wandered the wilderness 40 years 


to learn to trust, 

Moses spent 40 days and nights on Sinai 


before receiving the commandments, 

Goliath taunted Israel for 40 days,

Elijah ran from Jezebel 


and depended upon God for 40 days, 

Jesus went into the wilderness for 40 days


to prepare for his public ministry, 

and appeared after his resurrection for 40 days,


before the Spirit came.  

Every time God is bringing about transformation, 


those 40 days 


or years 



are close by marking the change.  

Now, as Bill asked me after chapter 2, 


what if Jonah would not have prayed in the whale, 


what if the people of Ninevah would not have repented, 



the answer is the same.  

If Jonah or Ninevah 


would not have repented, 



their fate would have continued down the road they had chosen.  

Jonah had chosen to run away from God 

and Ninevah had chosen a wicked lifestyle 


which both lead to death.  

But to both their betterment, 


the Ninevites believed God.  

They believed that life was not what it was supposed to me. 


So they stopped for 40 days, 



from the least to the greatest, 


and listened to God.  

For they also held out hope of compassion from God.  


A God who loves them enough 



to wipe them out 



would also love them enough to hold back if there was change.  

May we be able to share the same message 


in a way that 



whoever we have entered the city to live life with 




can hear.  


That there is death on the path they are heading 


and life on the path God is calling them to.  

But we have to know them well enough 


to know where they are heading 


and where God has made the presence of death clear to them.

Then we can encourage them to be disciples of Jesus, 


baptizing them


and teaching them all that Jesus taught.
