Some of you may be aware 


that I am part of a biker gang now.  

Most non-blustery Monday to Friday mornings at 9:15 am, 


I can be seen cruising Main Street heading north.  

At 3:15 pm, 


I can be seen cruising South.  

Most of my gang has only been riding for a few months 


and only have one gear on their bikes, 



so their heart to go fast is there, 



the effort is there 




and their little legs fly, 


but my 21 gears and 26” tires 



always keep them within striking distance 




with their 12 and 16” tires.  

So as we cruise Main Street, 


I sometimes try and keep myself entertained, 



and will pop a wheelie over a man hole or puddle 




to keep the ride lively.  

This small act is awesome to the newest members of my biker gang 


and they want to know how they can do it.  

However, 


they are not ready for it.  

The biggest thing holding them back 


is not their heart, 


or determination to do one.  

It is they lack the preexisting skills and equipment 


to do a wheelie.  

They currently do not know how to pedal standing up, 


or at least we don't practice that too much.  

Their bikes are also on the small side for both of them, 


so that they can easily touch the ground.  

For them to be able to pop a wheelie on their current bike 


would take incredible strength 



to overcome the physics of their posture.  


On a bigger bike 



it would be possible.

This insight into my biker gang is shared, 


because God is doing something in chapter 9 



that the Israelites needed to pay attention to 



and that we need to heed as well.  

We hear it in three parts broken down by the NIV with 


Judgement is coming, 


Zion's King is coming, 


and the Lord will appear. 

These three parts 


are the steps to the Lord coming in final judgement.  



Notice I did not say anything about what we need to do.  



This is what the Lord is doing. 

In my biking example, 


doing a wheelie 



really depends on Lisa and I presenting a proper sized bike 



more than the girls gaining the skills.  

So the neighboring countries being overthrown 

and the King coming 


depend more on God doing the work 


than Israel doing something.  

Are you doers and movers okay with this?  


Can you let God do the heavy lifting?  


Or are you trying to put your resources into play 



and get things moving.

If you look at the judgement section, 


you will see that the surrounding nations did everything correctly 



on a world level.  
For Tyre built herself a fortress, 


And piled up silver like dust, 


And gold like the mire of the streets. 

We have grown up in a world that says 


military and financial wealth make you unstoppable.  



You either start with the money 




and buy the military 



or military 




and take the money.  

This way will fall, 


despite following the rule book of the world.  
Tyre's financial success came from shipping 

and the sea protected Tyre itself, 


as it was on a fortified island 



that had a causeway covered at high tide.  

No sustained attacks could be launched, 


because you only had 6 hours 



before you were washed away.  

Yet God promises they will be wiped out, 


because Yahweh has power over the sea 


that will claim the finances and military.

As the neighboring cities and states see this stronghold of Tyre fall, 


their position appears hopeless 



and they writhe, 



lose confidence, 



and disappear.  


It is a little bit of the 



take out the Mafia head 



and the whole organization falls apart.  

As we hear the cities and nations fall like dominoes 


starting in the Northwest 


and circling around to the east then south, 



we hear what God will do.  

What God is doing, 


is mainly removing the pieces 



that are preventing them from being his people.  

All of these lands mentioned,


at some point 



had connection with the land promised to Abraham 




and his people.  

Their dependence on military power and finances 


had kept them away, 

or their dependence on a king, 

or as we hear for the Philistines, 


eating meat with blood.  

Remove these pieces 


and they can be like a clan in Judah.  

But unfortunately for them, 


they too will have to undergo the remnant experience.

These other nations will have to see many lost, 


or too stubborn to change, 



so that they are left behind.  

Just as the Jews had experienced, 


so now the other nations will live through their own sorting period.  

The reward is great, 


as spelled out in verse 8.  

God will take these areas 


and expand his camp upon them.  

They will be protected not by the ways of the world, 


with human military might and wealth, 


but Yahweh's might and wealth.

Verse 9 builds upon this 


with the familiar words of rejoicing and shouting 


because the King is coming 



and is just 



and endowed with salvation.  

This rings true to all of our expectations. 


 This is the image of Saul to the the letter.  


This is what the people wanted, 



Gaza will let their king perish if one came like this.  

But we should already know 


that verse 9 does not end this way 



from Palm Sunday.  

Humble, 

mounted on the foal of a donkey 


does not fulfill the Saul image, 


but the David image.  

The eighth son that is a runt.  


But a son who desires God's heart.  

The donkey was an animal of a king, 


we must remember that, 


but it was a King in a different mode.  

When kings rode in on a donkey, 


it meant peace was at hand.  


Horses meant war.  
The addition to the description 


that it was a colt that has never been ridden 



tells us more about this person.  

There are enough horse and rodeo movies out there 


to know that when you first try to ride a horse, 



you need to be ready for a wild ride 



and overcome it.  


Usually a montage is needed 



to show the process of the rider being thrown again and again.  


This process takes time.  

A donkey is no different 


and is actually less inclined than a horse 



to have someone on its back.  

But the same characteristics are needed.  


An established relationship with the donkey 


and a calm presence.  

Who better 


than the creator of all donkeys and matter, 



for an established relationship, 

who calmer, 


because he knows who is in control, 



than Jesus.  

The riding into the crowds for a first ride 


would make any animal skittish.  

Remember your first drive in a car, 


finding how it accelerates 


and how it stops.  

Now imagine doing that first drive on a busy freeway 

or on Broadway during the middle of the day in July.  


It is this confident Lord 



that rode into Jerusalem 500 years later 




on this foal of a donkey.  

The king then cuts off the reciprocal from the people.  


For chariots require horses, 


and the horses of war will be gone.  


As will the bows.  

Instead of forcing

 or keeping the peace, 


he will speak peace.  
Words are so much easier to transport 


than regiments and battalions across the land.  



Which is why we need to be careful with them.  

But this word of peace 


will soon make it from sea to sea 


and the ends of the earth.

It is only once this has happened, 


that God puts his people 



fully into assisting in building his kingdom.  

They were not ready before, 


because they would have followed Tyre's formula for success: 



military power 



and financial leverage.  

Instead, 


it is the word that has the power.  

There are many military images used, 


but all of them are similes.  

When we are like a warrior's sword, 


God's words will cut through defenses.  

Bending Judah as I bend my bow, 


is to give Judah the power 



to go from a stick, 



to something with much greater power, 




by working against the way it wants to be.  


That is the power of a bow, 



it wants to get back to its natural position.  


When it is strung up, 



it is pulled in the opposite direction, 


when it is ready to launch an arrow, 



it is way out of its comfort zone, 


when released 



it get closer to its natural state, 




but never makes it there





because it is something new.  



It is being used in a new way, 




other than just a stick.  

The NIV does make it sound like we have some part to play in verse 15, 


putting the action into our hands.  

The Hebrew allows for this, 


and our American instincts like this.  

The context and the Hebrew 


also allow for us to be walking around on the enemies sling stones 


and eating and drinking 



because of what God has done 




with the power of his word that protects us, 




and conquers more than sword or threat ever could.

God will do this, 


because we matter to him.  

We are the precious stones of his crown, 


shining in the land.  

We will be celebrating in the fullness of God 


because of what he has done in and through us, 



with us using his word 



and ways of peacemaking, 


rather than warmongering.  

Both get similar results, 


but one lasts longer.  

They get the same results 


is shown by similes being used.  

The process is much different however.  


It requires the people learning the ways of peace 



that the King on a donkey showed us, 




laying down our lives for others.

When we learn these next steps of discipleship, 


we find ourselves prepared to do more than we thought possible, 



with God's help.  

Just as it will not be long, 


before my biker gang has different bikes 



with more gears, 



bigger wheels, 




and occasionally only one of those wheels is touching the ground.  But they have more skills to build up to


through the process of discipleship 

and more gifts to receive from their Father who loves them 


and knows what they need and when they need it.  

May it be true of us as well.
