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CD Notes by Skip Trautman, CD

Coming Events
February2016
T Breakfast Mtg
Mid Winter Gathering
Valentine’s Day
Presidents Day
T Dinner Ride







06
06
14
15
20






March 2016
05 T Breakfast Mtg
13 Daylight Saving Time
19 T Dinner Ride
27 Easter Sunday

Hi all
Hope this find you all in good health.
Been a while sense last time we spoke. Seem like forever; I miss the second monthly
meeting already. Oh Well, just have more time to look forward to the next time we
meet.
Thank you all for the honor of being Chapter T's Family of the year. It is a real honor
to be recognized and serve in this position. Just FYI, we were selected State Family
of the year too!!!
Still kind of slow, not much going on just yet, but it will come in time and we will
not be able to remember where we are supposed to be when!
Time to get that ride out of mothballs and make ready to ride. Oil, lights, tires,
switches, reflectors, brakes…you know all that stupid stuff you don't need until you
do!!! Sure hope you can join us this year. Twern't many on some of last year's rides.
Looking forward to larger ride turn outs this year. If you have a suggestion… make it
known. You do not have to lead to make a suggestion!
Mid-Winter gathering is this Saturday 2/6/2016 5 PM: pot luck dish and $5 gets you
all you can eat and drink and you only have to go to N. Highlands to get it, not too
bad. Please see flyer for more information.
Mother's day is still up in the air ( at this writing), and Spring fling will be in Plymouth again this year ( no flyer as of yet for this either… Dave).
That is far enough ahead for now.
Till next time
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Celebrate!
February Birthdays
06
Clara Drummond
07
Irene Lopez
07
Bruce Marshall
10
Connie Ditmars

February Anniversaries

March Birthdays
01
Pat Worth
07
Skip Paquette

March Anniversaries
16 Burch & Connie Ditmars
17 Ed & Clara Drummond
18 Bill & Pat Worth
22 Dale & Verlene Wilkerson
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No Sweetheart Anniversaries
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Coming Events
February 2016
 02-06
 02-06
 02-20

Chapter T Breakfast Meeting
Midwinter Gathering
T Dinner Ride
Lee’s Canton

March 2016
 03-05
 03-16,17,18
 03-19
 03-26
 03-30,31

Chapter T Breakfast Meeting
Candy Sales
T Dinner Ride
TBA
State Staff
Candy Sales

April 2016



04-02
04-16

Chapter T Breakfast Meeting
T Dinner Ride

Watch for more events to be announced.
We realize that not everyone can make all the events,
but you can start to plan which ones you want to attend.

Something To Think About
One Sunday morning at a small southern
church, the new pastor called on one of his
older deacons to lead the opening prayer. The
deacon stood, bowed his head, and said:
“Lord, I hate buttermilk. Lord, I hate lard.
And Lord, I ain’t too crazy about plain flour.
But after you mix ‘em all together and bake
‘em in a hot oven, I just love biscuits.
“Lord, help us to realize when life gets hard,
when things come up that we don’t like,
whenever we don’t understand what You are
doing, that we need to wait and see what You
are making. After You get through mixing
and baking, it’ll probably be something better
than biscuits!”
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Chasing Lighthouses
By Don Noblin
Susie and I had the trike all packed up and ready to
go Monday night with just a few last minute chores
to do in the morning before we hit the road. As happens more often than not, one at a time the "few"
chores took turns testing our patients and sucking up
time until the morning was gone leaving us even
more determined to "get out of Dodge." Sooo we're
off bright and early 1pm headed for the coast to escape the heat and smoke from all of the forest fires.
We made it as far as Weaverville before our bodies
started complaining and we were overpowered by
hunger. Knowing full well that back on the bike for
two hours to Eureka wasn't going to happen we
pulled into the first decent looking motel close to a
restaurant. The smoke in town from the Hayfork fire
was so thick I jokingly ask the clerk if rooms came
with oxygen bottles - oops!, he says only one room
available because of all the Cal-Fire supervisors in
town - be nice to the man. Clerk tells smoke was
twice as bad day before and everyone was coughing
with burning eyes and throats. Stop the whining it
could be worse, right? So we suffered through
(including the greasy spoon restaurant) along with
the fire fighters and were reminded how fortunate we
were to be able to pack up and LEAVE unlike the
firefighters and residents. So much for leaving town
to escape the smoke!
Wednesday morning was cool and crisp as we
watched Weaverville disappear behind us with anticipation of clear skies and fresh air. Yuk! The wind
changed and was concentrating the smoke in the very
canyons we had to travel to get to Eureka, so hammer
down and get through this smoky mess with eyes watering and throats burning - don't breathe too deeply
to avoid that unpleasant tightness in the chest. Eureka's cool coastal breeze was such a welcome relief!
We cruised Eureka's old town waterfront after breakfast then decided to head north to find our first lighthouse in Trinidad.
Trinidad lighthouse was a bit disappointing as the
original was destroyed in 1914 by the largest wave
ever recorded and a small replica memorial was built
using the original lens in a city park in Trinidad.
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So a "We were there" picture was taken and we
were off to the redwoods Trees of Mystery to pay
respects to Paul Bunyan and Babe the blue ox on
the way to Crescent City. The majesty of the redwoods never fails to impress no matter how often
one visits - and 65 to 70 degrees is sooo nice when
it's 100 plus at home!
We avoided the costly beachfront hotels and ended
up in a downtown Travelodge with half a dozen
bikes parked out back. Turns out bikes belonged to
a group of Australians who were nearing the end
of a two-week loop ride from San Francisco to Seattle to Yellowstone, then back down the Columbia
Gorge and Oregon/California coast back to San
Francisco. Turns out they were from the Queensland area just South of Townsville where I was
stationed on detachment in 1969 so we had a few
laughs over a beer. Nice folks just having fun.
Crescent City is the location of Battery Point, the
next lighthouse on our list, so after check in we
were off to check it out on the waterfront of old
downtown. Old town waterfront was wiped out by
a tsunami in the 60's and is now wide open spaces
and a park. Didn't feel like an uphill hike so took
advantage of today's wonderful digital zoom, high
resolution, black magic camera lenses for a
memory photo and then on to Pearlita's for dinner.
The coastal air is brisk this morning so we add another layer and head off up the Oregon coast.
Wow! It's after Labor Day and the traffic is still
bumper to bumper. We are not the only folks here
to escape the smoke and inland heat, so we crawl
along behind the endless line of RV's like all of the
other tourists and set our sights on Florence.
Cape Blanco Lighthouse just North of Port Orford
was our first stop followed by Coquille River
Lighthouse near Bandon. Road was closed to Cape
Arago Lighthouse at Coos Bay so we motored on
to Umpqua River Lighthouse which is still operating under command of the Coast Guard then on to
Florence for the night.
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Chasing Lighthouses continued on page 5
4

Chasing Lighthouses, from page 4

This was Thursday so getting a room was not a
problem but when we tried to get reservations for
Friday and Saturday night near Astoria - Houston
we have a problem!
Online search resulted in no rooms available within the greater Astoria area so we started checking
other hotels in Florence, looking for a cheaper
room - no vacancies! - so we quietly paid the
price to extend our stay two more nights where we
were, and felt lucky they were available. Turned
out to be a lovely weekend with a Moose lodge
across the alley out back, a really nice restaurant
across the street, a neat military museum that just
opened July 4th, and Sea Lion Caves was just 11
miles North with Haceta Head Lighthouse just
another mile beyond. Take note: People come
from all over to spend August on the Oregon
Coast so make reservations for August travel to
the Oregon Coast!
Sunday morning finds us eager to be on the road
again even though Florence, OR was voted best
place to retire in the U.S. Couple of years ago.
Susie comments she sees more on the bike and
she "feels and smells" the changing countryside
stimulating all of the senses. The cool, brisk salt
air, the rugged coastline, the occasional white
sand beach, the constant changing smells from
surrounding farms, the scent of evergreen trees,
the sounds and feel of the motorcycle: indeed it is
a feast for the senses. Next stop is Yaquina Bay
Lighthouse near Newport, OR; and then to Tillamook for the night and after check-in we rode out
to Cape Meares Lighthouse - better be in shape
for the 1/4 mile hike 6% uphill back to the parking lot! After that hike it was food and done for
us, so Tillamook cheese factory tour we decide to
do the next morning on the way out of town to
Aberdeen, WA - that's a loooong bridge across the
mouth of the Columbia River at Astoria.
Aberdeen is just a food, fuel, and bed stop and we
pass on another aircraft museum (amazed at how
many there are), as we stay on mostly back roads
across the salt marshes and wooded hills to
Bremerton, WA. We cruise Bremerton to find the
ferry terminal then pass on a Motel 6 to stay at a
Quality Inn a couple of blocks down the road.
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That night after dinner we hear and FEEL a blast
that shakes the walls and knocks the roll bag on the
floor, followed by seemingly endless sirens and
emergency vehicles headed just a couple of blocks
away. Yep! Motel 6 blew up from a gas leak - was
watching it on the to within an hour, and 25% of the
building was destroyed - luckily no one was killed,
due to the alert ex-military lady night clerk evacuating the rooms. Cold chill: rather be lucky than good.
Guess missed by an inch is the same as missed by a
mile but...........
Can't get out of Bremerton fast enough this morning
so it's catch the ferry to Seattle right after commute
traffic has cleared ( isn't retirement grand?), and get
checked into a hotel within walking distance of the
Space needle before they're all booked - no, didn't
make reservations - don't like committing to a schedule so we run the risk. We sell our souls for a room
then walk across the street to the Space Needle to
make reservations for dinner and, What!, Booked for
the night! And we already paid for a room! Guy says
bribery won't work and says come back at 4 pm to
check for cancellations. So we put on the walking
shoes and head off to the waterfront and Pike Street
Market for the afternoon and return to the Space
Needle at 4 pm - we get a 9:45 pm reservation but
we come early at 9 and they seat us almost immediately - whew! Dodged another bullet! The view
from the Space Needle at night is spectacular and
should be on everyone's bucket list.
Having reached our destination, we hit the concrete
slab that is I-5 and head south towards home. Corvallis, OR makes a nice pit stop where we have a
beer at a micro-brewery on the river in the old part
of this college town, and we stop at Casa Ramos in
Yreka for a big bowl of their seafood stew that we
like so much. Life on the road is good - even if you
don't have reservations - so just load up and go - and
ride safe my friend.
Editor’s note:

My apologies to Don. He sent this article in October,
but it got lost in a mountain of email. I found it a few
days ago while clearing out “old” email. So thanks,
Don, for another super interesting article.
Anyone else out there have an interesting trip to tell
us about?
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Battery Point Lighthouse
Crescent City, CA

Waiting to board ferry in Bremerton, WA
to cross Puget Sound to Seattle, WA
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Boarding ferry in Bremerton, WA
to cross Puget Sound to Seattle, WA

Boarding ferry in Bremerton, WA
to cross Puget Sound to Seattle, WA
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Just for Fun
A POEM TO WHICH MANY CAN RELATE

I remember the bologna of my childhood,
And the bread that we cut with a knife,
When the children helped with the housework,
And the men went to work—not the wife.

HOW ADAM GOT EVE

Adam was hanging around the garden of Eden feeling
very lonely..
So, God asked him, “What's wrong with you?”
Adam said he didn't have anyone to talk to.

The cheese never needed a fridge,
And the bread was so crusty and hot,
The children were seldom unhappy
And the wife was content with her lot.

God said that He was going to make Adam a companion
and that it would be a woman. He said, “This pretty lady
will gather food for you, she will cook for you.”
“And when you discover clothing, she will wash them for
you.

I remember the milk from the bottle,
With the yummy cream on the top,
Our dinner came hot from the oven,
Not from a freezer or shop.

“She will always agree with every decision you make and
she will not nag you, and will always be the first to admit
she was wrong when you've had a disagreement.

The kids were a lot more contented,
They didn’t need money for kicks,
Just a game with their friends in the road,
And sometimes the Saturday flicks.

“She will praise you!
“She will bear your children, and never ask you to get up
in the middle of the night to take care of them.

I remember the shop on the corner
Where cookies for pennies were sold.
Do you think I’m a bit too nostalgic?
Or is it… I’m just getting old?

“She will NEVER have a headache and will freely give
you love and passion whenever you need it.”

Bathing was done in a wash tub,
With plenty of rich foamy suds,
But the ironing seemed never ending
As Mama pressed everyone’s “duds.”

Then Adam asked, “What can I get for a rib?”

Adam asked God, “What will a woman like this cost?”
“An arm and a leg.”
Of course, the rest is history…

I remember the slap on my backside,
And the taste of soap if I sword;
Anorexia and diets weren’t heard of
And we hadn’t much choice what we wore..

Wife or Mistress?
An architect, an artist and an engineer were discussing
whether it was better to spend time with the wife or a
mistress.
The architect said he enjoyed time with his wife, building a solid foundation for an enduring relationship.

Do you think that bruised our egos?
Or our initiative was destroyed?
We ate what was put on the table
And I think life was better enjoyed.

The artist said he enjoyed time with his mistress, because of the passion and mystery he found there.

Author Unknown

The engineer said, "I like both."
"Both?"

Confucius say: “Wise man not ‘declare war’
on women at Valentine’s Day. Father’s Day

"Yeah. If you have a wife and a mistress, they will each
assume you are spending time with the other woman,
and you can go to the lab and get some work done."

soon come around!!!”
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2016 Ride # 2 February 20, 2016
Lee’s Canton

Going to:
Address:

.511 Reeves Ave, Yuba City

Phone:

(530) 673-2970

Meet at: .

Leave Time:
Cost :

.

. $1.00

More information
To be announced

Host: .
Phone: ..
Please RSVP by: .

2016 Ride # 3 March 19, 2016
Going to:

.

Address:
Phone:

To be announced

Meet at: .

Leave Time:
Cost :

.

. $1.00

Host: .
Phone: ..
Please RSVP by: .
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For Sale or Trade
2000 GL 1500 parts remaining after converting it to a Champion Trike. The bike only had 35,000 miles on it when it
was converted. The bike was white in color. Call Al Mazon 530-742-5423.
CozyCamp for sale: Water and dust tight when closed. Closed is 44” wide x 72” long x 44” high, Overall length 9’5”;
425 lbs. dry. Easily towed by a touring motorcycle or small car. 23 c.f. of padded cargo space; Queen sized bed
area; Solid floor carpeted entry-dressing area; 8’x 8’ awning with zipable screens. Porta-Potty. Cooler & small
battery mount on tongue; Front rock-guard cover. Air suspension with shocks; disc brakes; 10” wheels; 4 corner stabilizers. Asking $2850.00. Optional: Camping gear available. Adrien Genesoto (530) 674-9155 or
genesoto@syix.com.

If you have articles for sale, or are looking for something particular, you can advertise it here,
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February 2016
Don’t forget to fly your flag!
Presidents Day February 15

Skip & Teri Trautman
3679 Bear River Drive
Rio Oso, CA 95674

Tri County Travelers

Next General Meeting

Next Meeting
Breakfast

Next Ride

Cool Hand Luke’s
February 20, 2016
More Information to be announced

All meetings at:
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Peach Tree Restaurant
1080 No. Beale Road
Marysville, CA 95901
www.tricountytravelers.org

February 6, 2016
8:00 A.M.

