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Our Mission Statement
St. George’ Church
Is a community of Christians that
Worships joyfully,
Provides fellowship,
Serves the community,
Invites others into Christ’s Family,
And Strives to grow in spiritual maturity

Family Happens Here
At the Easter Egg Hunt
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Valley View …
File under the rubric “There are no coincidences and now and then
the Holy Spirit taps me on the shoulder”:
This morning I preached on Thomas who had a transactional relationship with Jesus. You
know the story; Thomas was not in the upper room when Jesus first appeared to his disciples
who joyfully told Thomas of Jesus’ presence with them. Thomas said that he would not believe
unless he could put his hands in Jesus’ wounds. A week later Jesus appeared with Thomas,
now present, whereupon John said, “My Lord and my God.”
That’s a transaction: Thomas wanted to see, Jesus appeared, Thomas believed. Jesus
continues, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.” Our relationship with God is not a transaction. As an
example of a transactional relationship I spoke of getting five pounds of apples at Safeway,
giving the checker five dollars, and walking out. While I might smile at the checker our
relationship is based on the transaction of buying apples. Nothing more.
On my way home I visited Debbie Elliott who is recovering at Memorial Hospital. As I arrived at
her room, Tina was there anointing her, there were several others in the room as well. When
Tina finished, Debbie introduced me to others in the room including her daughter, our friend
Jerry Tal, and a woman who was massaging her feet. Debbie finally introduced me to a woman
sitting at the end of her bed, she said, “This is our dear friend whom we met at Safeway. She’s
our checker.”
I looked to the ceiling and said, “Thank you Jesus, I hear you.”

Peace,

Richard

The Pastor’s Schedule
As our interim priest, Richard Leslie will conduct services on
Sundays and special days and normally be in the office on Thursdays and Fridays to speak with
members of St. George’s parish family—unless he has a meeting or is visiting the sick. If you
wish to meet with him during any of the following office hours, please call the church office to
confirm that he is there. Remember that Fr. Richard’s last day with us is on April 29th. On the
following dates, Fr. Leslie will be at the Church:
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April

Easter services at 8 and 10 am on the 1st.
Office hours on the 5th and 6th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 8th
Office hours on the 12th and 13th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 15th
Office hours on the 19th and 20th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 22nd
Office hours on the 26th and 27th
One Service at 9 am on the 29th

Fr. Richard’s cell phone: 510-331-3698

Out and About with the
Deacon
First off, I would like to thank everyone for your support over the past
couple of months while we waited for Dave’s surgery and then as he
recovered. The doctor removed the staples yesterday and his left eye that
seemed in a permanent wink is now open. Praise the Lord!! It was a
difficult time, but also a time of learning for me. I learned how much
Dave really does around our house to free me up to do the things I do. I also learned more about what
being a caregiver entails. It was easy to think about all the extra chores a caregiver takes on. That was
pretty obvious. But I never stopped to think about how stressful it can be when you also take on the
responsibility of making all the medical decisions. Is this something I should call the doctor about or not?
I was so blessed to have Dave’s son and daughter, who are both nurses, with us the first few days out of
the hospital.
As I did the report this month for our food pantry, I noticed that the number of families that we serve is
continuing to grow. It is absolutely amazing to me that we do this valuable outreach with a relatively
small congregation. Last month we served 68 families which included 98 children and 61 seniors!! Our
food bank shoppers do a very good job of stretching our dollars. We are lucky to live in an area where so
much food is grown. Most every week we can get free produce at the food bank donated by our local
growers. I must give a shout out to Taylor Farms. I don’t think I ever go to the food bank without seeing
produce donated by them. And it is always first rate quality. Thank you very much, Taylor Farms. We
could always use another volunteer or two at the food pantry. We open the food pantry on Fridays from
10:30am til noon. If you could work a Friday once a month, that would be a big help.
Just a reminder that we have moved our Eat, Pray, Love meeting to the third Monday of the month. This
month it is April 16. We meet at 6pm in the Saint John’s Room next to the office. We are a very casual
group. Come as you are. Bring your dinner or not. Currently we are reading The Saints’ Guide to
Happiness. Mostly we use what we read to jump into some very interesting conversations. Come join us.

Deacon Tina Heidmann.
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From the Desk of the Senior Warden:
As most of us are aware we continue to move forward on our Restoration Plan.
Town Hall meetings were concluded on March 14th during Soup and
Conversations gatherings during the Lenten season. At this time we are
reviewing all the information we received and will begin to build on the fouryear Business Plan. All are welcome to attend the Restoration meetings that are
held every other Thursday at 1:30 pm in the St. John Room. Our next meeting is
scheduled for April 12th, 2018 at 1:30.
We are beginning to make improvements to the physical plant here at St. Georges. The most recent
accomplishment is the new ceiling and painting of the Parish Hall. The Junior Warden will let you know
of all the work that has taken place and the work that is to be accomplished in the future, so stay tuned for
the Junior Wardens Report. Or better yet, give our Junior Warden a call directly if there are any questions
or to let her know how much she is appreciated.
Everyone on the St. George’s parish e-mail blast should have already received the list of Supply Clergy
for the next two months. The decision to use Supply Clergy for now was made with Senior and Junior
Wardens at a meeting held at the Diocese with Canon Brian Nordwick. John Walworth, our Treasurer
attended as well as Elrond Lawrence. It is our hope that during the time we are using Supply Clergy for
the next two months, or longer, St. George’s along with the Diocese will find the right person to be our
next Priest in Charge. The next Priest in Charge will have big shoes to fill since we have been truly
blessed to have Fr. Richard Leslie with us this past year. One big lesson I have personally learned from
Fr. Leslie is that when we are given lemons find a way to make delicious lemonade.
We have an incredible Vestry this year. Our Vestry meetings will continue to be held on the third Sunday
of each month after the 10:00 service. Vestry meetings are open to everyone so please come and give
your input or listen to what the matter of business happens to be taking place. Whatever questions or
concerns you may have please do not hesitate to contact me directly at my home (831-663-4293).
Respectfully,

Margie Sokotowski, Senior Warden
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Mark your Calendar
Salinas Warming Shelter, Sunday April 15th.

St. George’s will again team up
with St. Paul’s to provide meals to homeless families on the 3 Sunday of each month in which
the warming shelter is open. Tina says that the plan is to cook the meal at St. Paul’s that Sunday
afternoon. We will need chef’s assistants and people willing to serve the meal at the shelter at 6
pm. You do not need to do both. We are also hoping to get some people to bake cookies. A
sign-up sheet will be in the Parish Hall each Sunday service prior to the 15th.
rd

Touchstone Senior Luncheon: With the support
we have received from our parish and recent fundraisers, we are
able to provide our regular monthly “Senior’s Luncheon” at St.
George’s Parish Hall on the third Tuesday every month. The next
Senior Luncheons will be held on April 17th. . This is a chance to
get out of the house, enjoy great food, and engage in good
conversation.

Senior Exercise,
Each Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 to 10:30 in the Parish Hall. Do you
have difficulty getting up off the floor? Are you joints stiff? Does your knee
hurt? Do you have a problem with balance? Join the group on Tuesday and
Thursday morning for light exercise that might solve some of these problems.
Senior Exercise will take a break for two weeks starting on April 10th
and will resume on April 24th.

Eat, Pray and Love: is now meeting on the third Monday evening of each
month. This month, the group will meet on April 16th.

Farewell to Fr. Richard Leslie on April 29th
On Sunday April 29th, we will have one Eucharist Service at 9 am followed by an all-parish
brunch at which time Fr. Leslie will be honored and thanked for his many months of devoted
ministry to St. George’s Church.
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From the Jr. Warden’s pink toolbox!
Hello everyone!
It has been another busy month for getting things fixed around the Church!
We continue to have issues with the trash dropped around the property from the teenagers and
their parents when school is out. I will be purchasing industrial trash cans and securing them so
no one can steal them. Since we have an “open” driveway and parking lot, we need to provide
trash cans to hopefully eliminate the trash.
I continue to search for tradesmen who can help with replacing the burned out light bulbs around
the church. Not only do we have multiple burned out bulbs in the parish hall but in the sanctuary
and offices. I would also like to get the outdoor light on the east side of the parking lot back up
and running using LED bulbs.
I am asking for volunteers to come and help clean out the storage container. We have someone
who has cut the lock off the container but nothing was taken… this time. We find students hiding
behind the container smoking marijuana or drinking alcohol so we need to clean out the
container and set it up for sale. I can meet anyone most any time so let me know your
availability!
We also have school parents picking up their students from NSHS and rather than fight the
traffic nightmare, they are turning around and driving thru out empty lot and existing off the
curbside of Alvin. I have 12 railroad ties that we can place on the east side of the parking lot to
deter driving over the lot. I need volunteers to help pick up the railroad ties and load on a flat
bed truck and placing them down at church. We will drive rebar into the ground to secure the
railroad ties.
The Senior Luncheon banner was created and hung up out on the front lawn. I hope to have the
next banner created so that we can “advertise” all the weekly events and special monthly events
to the neighborhood.
The kitchen door window was shattered by heavy winds. The window glass is on order and will
be replaced in the next couple weeks by Ponton Glass.
The sprinkler system in front of the Rectory has been corrected by our gardener, Rod Munroe.
Seems one of the sprinklers on the Rectory was watering the church property and caused an
elevated bill for the renters. This was corrected and all is well.
On March 21st around 01:00 am, a white trunk drove into our parking lot and “dumped” a
landscaper type trailer. We found this out on our security cameras. There were no identifying
marks e.g. License plate, VIN. Per Salinas PD, there is nothing they can do….so we are turning
7

“lemons” into lemonade. We will fill the trailer up with soil and plant flowers on Earth Day!!!
Come to church on April 22nd to see how we “get to” do this!
On a side note, we are still seeking a replacement for our guitarist, Norm Green, who is retiring
and moving to Washington State at the end of June. If you might know anyone, please let me
know!
That’s it for now. As always, I can be reached on 1-831-663-3070 or on jadresser2@juno.com.
You can try my cell phone 1-831-277-2705 but it rarely works out in my canyon in Prunedale!

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Hurst Dresser

Counting prizes after
the Easter Egg Hunt
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What is the United Thank Offering (UTO)?
The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Episcopal
Church
Through the UTO, men, women, and children nurture the
habit of giving daily thanks to God. These prayers of
thanksgiving start when we recognize and name our many
daily blessings. Those who participate in the Untied Thank
Offering have discovered that thankfulness leads to
generosity.
All offerings are used to support grants for ministries at home
and overseas as an outreach of the Episcopal Church. Prayers
and offerings make it possible for the UTO mission to stretch
in unexpected ways.
Today congregations are encouraged to hold and ingatherings twice a year, during the spring and fall, when
people can bring their thank offerings to be collected and
joined with other’s offerings, boxes, envelopes, or checks.
This year our Ingathering Day at St. Georges will be on April
15th. These contributions will be forwarded to the Diocesan
UTO Coordinator.

UTO In-Gathering
Sunday at St. Georges
Church

Each year, 100 percent of the collected offering is granted.
UTO Committee expenses are supported entirely through
earned income from dedicated trust funds. The National
Church supports a staff of two people in the UTO office
located in the Episcopal Church Center in New York City.

APRIL 15TH
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Registration forms for the Day of Enrichment can be obtained at the church office or on the table at the entrance
to the sanctuary. The registration fee is $25. Make your check payable to the Episcopal Church Women.
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June
2017
April
2018
Sunday

1 Sunday Services

Monday

2

Sunday Services
at 8 and 10 am

15 Sunday
Services at 8 and 10
am Vestry Meeting
Warming Shelter

Wednesday

3 Senior Exercise 9:30 am 4

Thursday

9

10

11

16

12

14

Eat, Pray Love 6 pm

18

19

Touchstone Luncheon

24

at 8 and 10 am

Senior Exercise 9:30 am
Intercessions 1 pm

25

26
Senior Exercise 9:30 am

ST. MARK, EVALGELIST

29
One Service 9 am
Farewell Luncheon for
Fr. Leslie

20

21

Office Staff 10 am

ECW DAY OF
ENCOUNTER
9:30 am to 1:30 pm

Food Pantry 10:30-am

Intercessions 1 pm

22 Sunday Services 23

13
Office Staff 10 am
Food Pantry 10:30 am

Finance Committee 5pm

17

Saturday

7

Office Staff 10 am
Food Pantry 10:30-am

Intercessions 1 pm
THE ANNUNCIATION
OF OUR LORD

Friday

5 Senior Exercise 9:30 am 6

Intercessions 1 pm

at 8 and 10 am
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Tuesday

30
AA every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
and Tuesdays at 7 pm. NA every Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm
Al-Anon every Saturday at 9:30 am
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27
Office Staff 10 am
Food Pantry 10:30 am
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St. George’s Episcopal Church
98 Kip Drive, Salinas, California, 93906
Diocese of El Camino Real
(831) 449-6709
www.stgeorgessalinas.org
Clergy, Vestry, and Officers

Bishop and Rector
The Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves

Birthdays in April
Dave Heidmann
Aidan Cervantes
Rosalinda Pajela
Melissa Santos
Cesar Rico
Dylan Cervantes
Tina Heidmann

1st
8th
13th
18th
20th
24th
27th

Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Richard B. Leslie
Deacons
The Rev. Tina Heidmann
The Rev. Hope Garcia (retired)

Editor’s Note

Senior Warden
Margie Sokotowski
Junior Warden
Joan Dresser
Vestry Members
Joan Dresser
Margie Sokotowski

Lynn Fischer
Pete Wagley

Dulce Munoz
Richard Smith

Elrond Lawrence
Diana Cervantes

Treasurer

John Walworth
Assistant Treasurer

After 7 years of editorship of the St. George’s Branch, I have decided to step aside and allow another
member of the parish to embrace this very special, and sometimes demanding, ministry. In other words, it
is my intent to rotate off from the editorship and to move on to another or other ministries of the church.
I have already informed the Vestry that the June issue will be my last. I will be more than happy to assist a
new editor to get started with this monthly publication. I think that one thing I have accomplished in the
past few years is to make the publication of each issue easier to do. For example we have gone to
electronic publishing—except for a few recipients who do not have emails or access to a computer.
Should anyone be interested, please let me know. There is a lot of untapped talent in this parish family
and I pray that someone will hear the call to this ministry and step forward.

Richard Smith
Clerk of the Vestry

Alexandria Cervantes

Lynn Fischer
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