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The Broughton handed out a record £21,100 for good causes across the world in 2007.

Beneficiaries of one of the English Catholic Church’s oldest charities included poor children in Southern India,
users of a day centre in Manchester, a hospice movement in Uganda and residents of Zimbabwe.
Cheques were presented at Whalley’s Oakhill College by current president
Mr. Anthony J. Baron (pictured above on the extreme right) assisted by chairman
Fr. Peter Birmingham (left).
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THE 2008 WHIT TUESDAY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AND GENTLEMENS LUNCH

THE
222nd.
ANNUAL
MEETING
AND
GENTLEMEN’S LUNCH will be held at the Garstang
Country Hotel & Golf Club, on WHIT TUESDAY,
13th. MAY, 2008. (12-00 hrs. for 12-30 hrs.)
(It is essential that we have a prompt start.)
We hope to welcome as our guests:
Rt. Rev. Thomas A. Williams VG; (Auxiliary Bishop of
Liverpool) Rt. Rev. Patrick O’Donoghue (Bishop of
Lancaster) Rev. Anthony McLaughlin, Rev. Paul Embery,
Mr. Andrew M.H.Murray LLB; and Mr. Anthony Keegan.

THE COST WILL BE £17-50 PER PERSON. In order to
ease the administration burden, members and guests are
again requested to book and pay for lunches prior to the
date of the function. I have again requested the names of
those wising to attend in order to assist with the seating
arrangements. Please make your cheques payable to the
“Broughton Catholic Charitable Society” or they cannot
be paid into the bank.
Remember to book as early as you possibly can in order to
avoid disappointment.

Directions: The Hotel is situated one mile south of
Garstang on the B6430 which runs through the village.
If approaching from the M55 roundabout at Broughton,
travel north along the A6 towards Lancaster. In 6.5 miles
take the first right turn after Rogers ESSO garage (B6430).
Continue for approx. 1.5 miles and you will see the large
sign for the Hotel on the left.
Transport Arrangements for the Annual Meeting:

From Bolton: Mr. Denis Rabbitt has arranged for a 25
seater coach to leave St. Osmund’s R.C. Church, Long
Lane, Breightmet, Bolton, at 10-45 a.m. (Immediately
following the10-00 a.m. Mass.) To reserve a seat, please
contact Dennis on 01204 382146 before Friday, 9th. May.
(First come first served basis).
From Chadderton: Mr. Neil Baldwin has arranged for a

16-seater coach to leave St. Herbert’s, Broadway,
Chadderton, at 9-15a.m. (Mass at St. Mary’s, Newhouse,
Barton, on route to Garstang.) A £10-00 deposit is
required, payable to Neil. To reserve a seat please contact
Neil on 0161 620 3193 before Friday, 9th. May. (First come
first served basis.)

From Blackpool: Mr. Stephen Evans has arranged for a
coach to leave The Holy Family Church, Links Road,
Blackpool, at 9-30 a.m. (Mass at St. Mary’s, Newhouse,
Barton, on route to Garstang.) To reserve a seat please
contact Stephen on 01253 592041.
THE MASS FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ON
THEIR WAY TO GARSTANG this year will be
celebrated at ST. MARY’S, STATION LANE,
NEWHOUSE, BARTON, (near Broughton) at 10-30a.m.
on Whit Tuesday. What better way to start the day than
by sharing in a Mass with fellow Broughtoners? Priests
wishing to concelebrate should contact the Parish Priest
Fr. John Marsh, on 01772 862831.

Directions: From the M55 roundabout at Broughton,
travel north along the A6 towards Garstang to the traffic
lights at Broughton Village (formally The Golden Ball)
Continue straight on along the A6 towards Garstang. In
just under one mile, take the first turning on the left into
Station Lane. St. Mary’s is approximately 300 yards on the
left.

NOMINATIONS FOR
THE PRESIDENCY.

The Board has nominated the following:
2008/2009 Mr. G. Brian Hargreaves, of Garstang, to
represent the Lancaster Diocese.
2009/2010 Mr. John Charnock, of Stockton Heath,
Warrington, to represent the Liverpool and Shrewsbury
Dioceses.
Each will serve on the Board for three years;
as President-elect, as President and then as Vice-President.
This year’s President, Mr. Tony Baron, thus becomes
Vice-President in 2008/2009.
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MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2008
ARE NOW DUE from all except priests and life-members.
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The annual subscription remains unchanged at:
•
•
•

£1-00 for all who joined the Society before Whitsun 1976.
£2-00 for all who joined after Whitsun 1976 but before Whitsun 1990.
£3-00 for all who joined after 1990.

Life-Membership costs £60-00 and covers both husband and wife.

ALL MEMBERS WHO CAN AFFORD TO DO SO ARE URGED TO ADD A DONATION TO THEIR SUBSCRIPTION
IN ORDER TO AUGMENT OUR ALMSGIVING.

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES OR POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO THE “BROUGHTON CATHOLIC
CHARITABLE SOCIETY”, or they cannot be paid into the bank. If a stamped addressed envelope is not enclosed with
your subscription/donation, it will be assumed that you do not require a receipt.
GIFT AID:
We urge those members who are taxpayers, to date and sign the enclosed form and return it to me with their
contribution. For every £1-00 that a person Gift Aids, the Society can claim a further 28p. from the Inland Revenue.
SOCIETY’S 2008 VISIT TO THE SHRINE AT LADYEWELL
3-30 P.M. SATURDAY, 14TH JUNE.

FR. THOMAS HOOLE, will be pleased to welcome all members, families and friends, to the Society’s annual visit
to the Shrine on the above date (Rosary & Benediction). Those attending are requested to assemble at Ladyewell
House at 3-30p.m. There will be ample room for parking on the car park situated between St. Mary’s Church and
Ladyewell House.
Directions: Come off the M6 motorway at junction 32. At the Broughton roundabout (A6) head for Preston but
immediately turn left and follow the Ribbleton sign. Continue to the second roundabout then turn left into Haighton
Road for approx. 1/4 of a mile then turn right into Fernyhalgh Lane. Continue passed St. Mary’s Church on the left
and follow the road round to the right into Ladyewell.

Arrangements have again been made for us to have an evening meal at the DOG & PARTRIDGE HOTEL,
HESKETH LANE, CHIPPING, commencing at 6-30P.M.
(3 course meal & coffee approx. £16.00 per person.) Please indicate on the enclosed slip if you wish to stay for the
evening meal and I will forward you a copy of the menu and directions from Ladyewell to the Hotel in due course.
Money will be collected on the evening of the function.

GARSTANG
COUNTRY HOTEL & GOLF CLUB
Relax and Enjoy

Beautiful surroundings, superb facilities and a warm welcome at this new
family owned Hotel and Restaurant.
* Friendly and efficient service in the Kingfisher Restaurant
enhanced by panoramic views of the greens
* Fresh local produce beautifully prepared
and complimented by an extensive Wine List
* Rooms to accomodate from 2 to 250 for a Conference,
Corporate Event, Family Celebration or Private Party
* Pop in for Sunday Lunch and see for yourself

Bowgreave, Garstang, PR3 1YE
Telephone: 01995 600100 Fax: 01995 600950
Email: reception@garstanghotelandgolf.co.uk
Website: www.garstanghotelandgolf.co.uk

Best wishes for the Broughton Catholic Charitable Society
Barnett Waddingham, Chalfont Court
Hill Avenue, Amersham
Bucks HP6 5BB
Tel: 01494 788100 Fax: 01494 788800
www.barnett-waddingham.co.uk
and at
LONDON • LEEDS • CHELTENHAM • LIVERPOOL • GLASGOW
Barnett Waddingham is regulated by the Institute of Actuaries in respect of a range of investment business activities
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ALMSGIVING DURING 2007.

May God reward all those who sent more than the bare annual subscription. Sacrificial giving by many members
made it possible to distribute the following sums when the Board of Management met on the
3rd. July, 2007.

£1,600 was awarded to a petition received from Mr. Joseph Tipping, of Penwortham and Fr. John Perrotta, on
behalf of the “Sons of Divine Providence”, for their new project to help the poor children on the outskirts of
Bangalore in South India. The aim is to help the children from poor backgrounds to have a holistic education for
a brighter future.
As the result of a petition received from Mrs Josephine Walker, of Fulwood, Preston, and Fr. Christopher
Loughran, of the Holy Trinity & St. George, Kendal, £1,000 was awarded to a project supporting a refugee
settlement in Hodovo in the former Yugoslavia.

£5,000 was donated to a petition received from Mr. Eric Hester, of Bolton, and Brother John Sullivan, of the
Congregation of Christian Brothers, on behalf of the “Cornerstone Day Centre”, in Moss Side, Manchester.
200 clients visit the Centre daily. They are a mix of unemployed, asylum seekers, homeless, alcoholics and other
addictions. Some are simply lonely and inadequate people. Each day they are fed with hot meals at the modest
cost of 40p. There are also showers, laundry facilities and recreational areas. “Cornerstone” does not receive any
government-aid for their work.
£1,500 was granted to a petition received from Mr. Ned Moriarty, of Blackburn, on behalf of Fr. Norman
Arkwright in the Solomon Islands, in order to send two young people to The World Youth Day in Sydney,
Australia, in July, 2008, at which Pope Benedict will be present. Both the youths now chosen are disabled.
There has been considerable upheaval in the Solomon Islands of a political nature with disturbing gun-fighting
taking place. In the middle of all this, Fr. Norman determinedly carries on.

£1,000 was donated to a petition received from John Baldwin, of Wesham, Preston, on behalf of Father John
Kiberu, and the parishioners of the parish of Our Lady of the Nativity, in Vvumba, Uganda, to help set up an
office to print the literature that is so essential for the schools to function. Pupils had to share paper-work, and
one piece of equipment that was invaluable to Fr. John, was an up to date photo copier in order to speed up the
production of books and pamphlets.

£1,000 was awarded to a petition submitted by Fr. Tony Clarke, of St. Wulstan’s, Great Harwood, on behalf of
St. Patrick’s Secondary School, Oduo, in the parish of Koru, Kenya. The money will help towards the building of
a classroom. It was with great anxiety that Fr. Clarke gave the “go ahead” for this school to be built whilst he
was in Kenya, because of the financial and logistical problems, plus, he also knew that he was being recalled
back to the Salford Diocese. However, despite all these problems, and the fact that the school is situated in such
a rural and isolated area, the school has survived. Parents are mostly squatters living illegally on land belonging
to a Sugar Company, which employs many of the squatters on a casual basis.

£2,000 was granted to a petition from Mr. Allen Hills, of Poulton-le-Fylde, on behalf of “St. Anne’s Support and
Care Centre, in the Stilfontein Area of South Africa. The money will go towards supporting a food foundation
Planting Plan, which explains how to grow vegetables using only 3 or 4 door sized patches of ground. It is a new
and wonderful scheme which, hopefully, will make a large number of poor people become self sufficient.

As the result of a petition submitted by Sister Agnes Lovatt, Mgr. Slattery and Richard Gornall, of Windermere,
£4,000 was awarded to, “Hospice Africa Uganda”, an organisation that was founded by Dr. Anne Merriman. The
money will go towards the purchase of medical supplies, especially morphine for the terminally ill patients.
As the result of a petition submitted by Mr. Kenneth Hogg, of Bolton, £4,000 was awarded to, “Archbishop Pius
Ncube for the people of his Archdiocese in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe”. As is well known, the people of Zimbabwe
are having the most difficult of times at present. Life expectancy is 37 years, which is believed to be the lowest in
Africa, inflation is currently at 1,700% and, as always, it is the poor who suffer most.

As you can see, a total of £21,100 was donated to the above petitions. The “Presentation Cheques” were handed to the
recipients immediately following the President’s Mass at Oakhill College, Whalley, near Clitheroe, on Sunday,
25th. November, 2007.
PETITIONS FOR ALMS IN 2008
These should be sent to the Secretary not later than two weeks after Whit Tuesday, which is the
27th. May. If possible, a priest familiar with the circumstances should support the petitions.
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PRIEST-MEMBERS JUBILEES DURING 2008.

We offer our warmest congratulations to the following Priest-Members
who celebrate their jubilees of Priesthood this year.
Diamond Jubilee of Priesthood (1948-2008)
Rev. J. Francis Smith (25 July 1948) Liverpool Diocese.

Golden Jubilee of Priesthood (1958-2008)
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Canon Gregory Turner (1 June 1958) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. John J. Marsh (27 June 1958) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Anthony C. Lawson (20 July 1958) Salford Diocese.
Ruby Jubilee of Priesthood (1968-2008)
Rev. Bernard Woods (9 May 1968) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Brian McMahon (8 June 1968) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. David Elder (29 June 1968) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Francis Ferns (8 June 1968) Liverpool Diocese.
Silver Jubilee of Priesthood (1983-2008)
Rev. Paul Fegan (17 July 1983) Liverpool Diocese.
Rev. Peter Stanley (23 July 1983) Liverpool Diocese.
Rev. J. Anthony Clarke (9 July 1983) Salford Diocese.
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SERRA INTERNATIONAL

“Serra is the lay Vocations
Arm of the Church” - Pope John Paul II.
Serrans are lay Catholics charged
by the Pope to work and pray for
church vocations.
Members normally meet twice
a month, for Mass, a bite to
eat and a talk.
Visitors always welcome.
Several local clubs.

Find more at serragb.org.uk
or email sec@serragb.org.uk

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BROUGHTON SOCIETY.

We welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since
the publication of the 2007 Whitsun newsletter.

Rt. Rev. Ambrose Griffiths OSB;
(Bishop Emeritus – Hexham & Newcastle)
Rev. Stephen Dwyer (Shrewsbury Diocese)
Rev. Peter A. Tierney (Salford Diocese)
Mr.& Mrs Dennis E. Ball, Ashton-on-Ribble.
Mrs Pamela M. Banks, Paddington, Warrington
Mr. & Mrs Andrew Bate, Paddington, Warrington
Mr. & Mrs Philip J. Cafferky, Cornwall
Mr. & Mrs James Burke, Woolton, Liverpool.
Mrs Wyn Cronshaw, Rawtenstall.
Mr .& Mrs Gregory P. Caswell, Warrington.
Mr. & Mrs Francis G. Darbyshire, Kirkham.
Mr. & Mrs John Eastham, Great Eccleston.
Mr. & Mrs David F. Hankinson, Penwortham.
Mr. & Mrs Brian Davies, Blackpool.
Mr. & Mrs Thomas Horridge, Poulton-le-Fylde
Mr. Brian T. Davies, Billinge, Wigan.
Mr. John B. Howcroft, Tyldesley, Lancs.
Mr. & Mrs Michael G. Flynn, Penwortham, Preston,
Dr. & Mrs John E. Leneghan, Frodsham.
Mr. & Mrs Peter W. Hesketh, Grimsargh, Preston.
OWN FARM PRODUCE

HOME MADE PASTRIES

Telephone: Broughton (01772) 865209
(A.D. 1771)

AFTERNOON TEAS
LUNCHEONS (BOOKINGS ONLY)

Hayes & Finch
ESTABLISHED 1882

The Cottage
(Listed Building)
Ford Lane, Goosnargh, Nr. Preston
(Prop. Mrs. A. Rogerson)

Mr. & Mrs James Loughran, Barton, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Alban W. Holden, of Penwortham, Preston.
Mrs Catherine M. Howson, Chipping, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Sylvester Marshall, Haslingden.
Mr. Graham R. Littler, Goosnargh, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Alan Morgan, Poulton-le-Fylde.
Mr.& Mrs Howard J. Marsden-Hughes, Blackpool.
Mrs Elizabeth M. McDevitt, Wigan.
Mr. & Mrs Thomas A. Miller, Shevington, Wigan.
Mr. & Mrs Sean F. McGuire, Formby.
Mr. & Mrs Gregory, J. Molyneux, Salwick, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Michael J. Sugden, Lostock Hall.
Mr. & Mrs Brian McGaharan, of Swinton, Manchester.
Mr. Michael Titterington, Lytham-St-Annes.
Mr. Donald Pearce, Thornton-Cleveleys.
Mr. & Mrs Alan E. Williams, Ormskirk.
Mr. & Mrs Bernard Swarbrick, Barrowford, Nelson.
Dr. George S. Wilson, Blackburn.
Mr. & Mrs John J. Waddingham, Fulwood, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Graham Winnard, Manchester.

Suppliers of Candles, Altar Wine, Altar Bread,
Metalware, Vestments, Church Furniture and Furnishings
To receive your free copy of our full colour catalogue please call

0845 450 5596 (Local call rates apply)
HIGH TEAS
DINNERS

Head office and factory: Hanson Road, Aintree, Liverpool. L9 7BP
Telephone: 0151 523 6303 Fax: 0151 525 1246 Email: sales@hfltd.com
Shop at your convenience on line at- www.hfltd.com
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THE 2007 ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING WHIT
TUESDAY, 29TH. MAY.

ON A BEAUTIFUL WARM SUNNY DAY, 275
MEMBERS AND GUESTS ATTENDED THE 221ST.
ANNUAL MEETING, at the Garstang Country Hotel &
Golf Club, many of whom having attended Mass together
at St. Mary’s, Fernyhalgh, on route to the Hotel. Once
again, we offer our warmest thanks and appreciation to
the Parish-Priest, Fr. Thomas Hoole and our organist, Mr.
Brian Dickinson.

The Reverend Chairman, Fr. Peter Birmingham, opened
the meeting by welcoming members and guests. After the
Loyal Toast had been drunk he called on the Secretary to
deliver his report,
Secretary’s Report – Mr. Leo Casey:

The Secretary commenced by thanking the Management
and all the Hotel staff for providing the excellent facilities,
the superb lunch and first class service.
Reference was then made to the fact that there were 275
people present, 51 fewer than the previous year, largely
owing to the absence of so many Lancaster clergy, who
had been on retreat.

Apologies had been received from Archbishop Kelly, of
Liverpool, Bishop Brain of Salford, Bishop Noble of
Shrewsbury and Bishop Harris, former Bishop of
Middlesbrough.

As some members had complained about the A.G.M.
seating arrangements at the Garstang Hotel, he had
investigated other possible venues in the area, but either
seating was inadequate or, as with the Preston Guild Hall,
it would have been too costly, while parking near the
Guild Hall was also limited. The Board had agreed
unanimously that we remain at the Garstang venue.

Alms this year would be increased from £12.000 in 2006 to
£23,000.

70 new members, including four priests, had been
enrolled but there had been 33 deaths including those of
five priests, among them Fr. Cyril Thomas, who had
served so faithfully on the Board of Management.
Membership now totalled 1,633 including 231 priests,
while 30 members had allowed their subscriptions to
lapse. Reminder letters had been sent in case some had
overlooked their subscriptions, possibly because of
advancing years. There might also have been some
unreported deaths. He emphasised the fact that the
Society cannot function without the support of our
Priest-Members and again appealed to members to try
and enrol a new Priest or lay-member in the coming year.
He then drew members’ attention to the fact that

Broughton Society now had its own Web Site
www.broughtonsociety.co.uk – and appealed to them to
make full use of it.
Prospective members could now obtain all the
information they require, including details of the
application form which they could copy, complete and
send to the Secretary.
As this was the season of Pentecost, the Secretary
concluded by calling on members to pray for the Society’s
success and for the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit
in all our lives.

Motions before the meeting:
The Reverend Chairman, Fr. Peter Birmingham, then
submitted the following motions:
1.
2.
3.

That the Accounts submitted by Treasurer John
Hadfield be approved.
That the Alms this year be £23,000.
That Dr. Peter Wren and Mr. Tom J. Arkwright be
invited to serve for a further three years as repre
sentatives of the Liverpool Diocese on the Board
of Management.

All motions were CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on a
show of hands.

TOASTS:

‘Success to the Broughton Society’ – Rev. Conor
Stainton-Polland.
The Reverend Chairman then called on Fr Conor
Stainton-Polland to propose the toast ‘Success to the
Broughton Society.’ Fr Conor is always a popular speaker
at Broughton gatherings and it is impossible to reproduce
on paper his captivating Irish accent. He said that he still
felt nervous about speaking. When he was a deacon, his
sermons had sent half the congregation to sleep so an old
priest advised him to practise before a mirror, changing
his voice and reaching out to touch people’s souls. The
result? He hadn’t slept so well for years. One Sunday after
Mass, he saw outside the church a young man with long
hair and straggling beard, so he told him to get a haircut.
The man replied that he hadn’t needed one when the
Mass had started!

Loud laughter when he told of a man who had asked
a Franciscan how many novenas you needed to say to get
a Mercedes. The Franciscan had replied, “What’s
a Mercedes?” When he put the same question to a Jesuit,
his reply was “What’s a novena?”

He had served for a while as PP of Sacred Heart, Leigh,
and told of two Leigh men who were in New Orleans
when Hurricane Katrina struck. The floods were horrific
and damage extensive. When they offered to help, a
policeman asked, “Where are you from?” “Leigh,” they
replied. “And what state’s that in?” the policeman
inquired.

PAGE SPONSORED BY 1) MR. CHRISTOPHER JENNER OF CHORLEY 2) MR. MICHAEL PICEWICZ OF BLACKPOOL

“A bit like this, actually!” was the reply. When a parishioner
had begun to tell him a joke about Irish priests, he had
remarked, “You do realise that I’m Irish?” “That’s all right,
Father,” she had replied. “I’ll start again and tell it slowly.”

There followed more stories to keep the audience laughing,
until, in more sober tone, Fr Conor said that he was now
PP of St Matthew’s, Clubmoor, with only him to care for
6,500 parishioners – work once done by a parish priest and
two or three curates. The lack of faith could sometimes be
depressing, with children only being baptised at four, five
or six to get them into Catholic schools. He concluded with
a stirring appeal to members: “Look after your priests,
especially by prayer. People say they need priests, but we
priests need you.”
It had been a great pleasure to be invited back and to offer
the toast “’Success to the Broughton Society.’ Prolonged
applause showed how well his words, not least his appeal
for prayers, had been received.

Reply - Mr. George Dobson:
Rev Chairman Fr Peter Birmingham, whose talents as a
compere would have earned him a fortune on TV, then
introduced Mr George Dobson to reply. He was
well-known, Fr Birmingham said, as a speaker on the
luncheon circuit.

Mr Dobson, a new member, said he was a retired grocer
from Wrea Green, where many people were related,
because, he quipped, “we had no bus service.”
Indeed, while he was at school, if the teacher called, “Come
out, Dobson,” half the class obeyed. Today was 29 May, Oak
Apple Day, when it had been the boys’ delight to nettle the
legs of any girls who weren’t wearing oak leaves.
His father had bought a grocery shop, to which customers
brought jars for treacle or vinegar. When one boy was asked
where his money was for the treacle he had replied, “It’s at
bottom of t’ jar!”
After regaling members with a series of quick-fire stories,
Mr Dobson told of his pride in being given the BBC’s
Shopkeeper of the Year award, and also the Bene Merenti
medal just three days after Pope Benedict XV1 took office.
He ended by wishing the Society every success.

The Broughton Club Song – Mr. John Stringfellow:
Mr John Stringfellow then led members in the Society’s
special song, first sung in 1870 by Fr William Cotham, SJ,
when the meeting had been held at the Shuttleworth Arms.

The Bishops and Clergy of Lancashire – Kevin Heneghan:
Fr Birmingham then introduced former-Secretary Kevin
Heneghan to propose a toast to the Bishops and Clergy of
Lancashire.
The speaker began by referring to the first Bishop of
Birmingham, William Ullathorne, a Benedictine like
guest-of-honour, Bishop Ambrose Griffiths. Bishop
Ullathorne had said, “When you become a bishop, you’ll
never again eat a bad dinner, and you’ll never again be told
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the truth.” His Lordship had certainly not eaten a bad
dinner, while as for telling the truth the speaker would do
his best.

Everyone knew of the great affection and respect that
bound the laity of Lancashire to their clergy and which had
been forged in Penal Times, when clergy and laity alike
took risks. Though to be a priest captured on English soil
had meant martyrdom, there was no shortage of vocations,
with young men in large numbers training abroad for the
priesthood. Those Penal Days, commemorated in ‘Faith of
our Fathers’, tended to overshadow a different kind of
bravery. During the Industrial Revolution of the 19th
century, thousands died of cholera, dysentery, typhoid or
typhus in unsanitary towns, and among them were many
priests who had attended to the dying. In Liverpool in 1847
after the Irish Famine, ten priests had died between March
and September: seven seculars and three Benedictines. He
was sure that if ever such a crisis should again occur, the
clergy of Lancashire would not be found wanting.
He also referred to former Vice-Chairman, Mgr James
Nugent, whose work for orphans and fallen women was
commemorated in a statue in St John’s Gardens, Liverpool
– the only public statue ever erected in England in honour
of a Catholic priest

Affection and respect for the clergy did not, however, deny
us the right to enjoy a joke at their expense, illustrating the
point with a few humorous anecdotes before returning to
more serious matters. The Catholic Times had recently
reported a continued rise in vocations for the past four
years, while Board-member Fr Paul Embery of Lancaster, at
present National Director of Vocations, had said in the same
paper that the best models for young men were good
priests living out their calling. He urged members to heed
Fr. Conor’s appeal and to support priests both with their
prayers and in any way they can. We were blessed in
having so many of those priests present among us today. He
then called on members to be upstanding and drink to ‘The
Bishops and Clergy of Lancashire’. The warm prolonged
applause that followed was a fitting tribute to a memorable
speech.

Reply - Right Rev. Dom Ambrose Griffiths, Former
Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle:
Introducing Bishop Griffiths, Fr Birmingham said that he
had first met the Bishop at Lourdes in 2000, when large
numbers meant that Hexham and Newcastle Diocese had
had to share a Mass on the Prairie with Salford Diocese.
Temperatures were soaring. There was laughter when he
expressed his relief that Bishop Griffiths preached the
homily, only keeping them for eight minutes when other
bishops would have kept them sweltering much longer.
The Bishop, he added, would celebrate his Golden Jubilee
in the priesthood this year.
Bishop Griffiths, in a deeply thoughtful and inspiring
speech leavened by touches of humour, thanked members
for their kind invitation.

PAGE SPONSORED BY 1) DR. PETER J. J. WREN OF WHITTLE-LE-WOODS 2) MR BRIAN S. WALTON OF WALTON-LE-DALE
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He told of his dismay in 1992 when he had learned from
Archbishop Worlock that he was to be the next Bishop of
Hexham and Newcastle.

The clergy did indeed need the laity’s support and active
encouragement, not least in regard to the homily. There was
nothing like a few words of encouragement for making
things happen. We were living in a period of change, with
declining congregations and a fall in the number of priests.
Yet things were not as bad as they seemed. This was also a
period of great opportunity; indeed we had had too many
priests in the past, many waiting 25 years for a parish, and
their numbers preventing the laity from playing any active
part.
We could learn from the history of the 16th and 17th
centuries, when things were far worse. All bishops bar one
had conformed to the new religion and so had most priests.
It was not only the remaining priests but the laity who had
saved the Church, taking great risks and showing
enterprise, courage and
flexibility in providing
hiding-holes and disguises. Many young men went abroad
to train for the priesthood, and new religious orders like the
Jesuits came into being. We need that spirit today.
There is no shortage of priests, for we have in England
about 1 to every 700 laity, on the Continent 1 to 2,000,
whereas the figure is only 1 to 10,000 in booming countries
like Africa. Today we have large numbers of highly-skilled,
well-educated laity, and there are few things a priest can do
that they cannot. We need priests, but what matters is not
numbers but dedication and holiness. Saints can change the
world.
There are many new religious orders in Europe today, full
of keen young people. The Church is not dying but
changing in a way we are not used to. We should be
encouraged by this. He would suggest that the young are
our future, God’s gift to the Church, with many no longer
involved with youth clubs but with evangelisation, giving
up years to this work of listening to and talking to youth.
Most schools, moreover, now had full-time lay chaplains,
who were doing an immensely good job. It was also
wonderful to see so many priests’ especially young priests
here today. We must change our way of operating and see
that they are not overburdened. It had been a most
enjoyable day, and he thanked members for it. His Lordship
resumed his seat to sustained applause.

The President of the Year - Fr. Joseph Weston:
Fr Weston said that he normally avoided events like this, as
it meant dressing up. He had not known that Michael Hull
was a member, let alone the President until he was invited
here, so he would leave it to Michael himself to tell us more.
He followed with a humorous story of a cat being followed
to heaven by three mice, whom God provided with
roller-skates. “Meals on wheels!” said the cat happily. As he
had also enjoyed an excellent meal on wheels, he would
now give a toast to the President.

Reply - Mr. Michael Hull:
The President thanked Fr Weston for his kind words and
also the guests who had proposed and responded to the
previous toasts. He then thanked Fr Weston for welcoming
the Society to the President’s Mass at his Parish Church, St
Benedict’s, Hindley, and also Frs Peter Birmingham and
John McLoughlin, who had concelebrated. He himself had
now been retired for ten years, but Fr Weston was still
working, being also parish priest of Sacred Heart, Hindley.
After one or two amusing anecdotes, Michael continued by
informing his listeners that he had had a wonderful year in
office and concluded with warm congratulations to his
successor, Mr. Tony Baron, and wished him a successful
year in office.
Election of President and President-Elect:
Mr. Anthony J. Baron, of Great Harwood, was then
unanimously elected as President representing the Salford
Diocese in 2007-2008, and Mr. Brian Hargreaves, of
Garstang, was likewise declared President-Elect to
represent the Lancaster Diocese as President in 2008-2009.
After they had been installed with their respective regalia, a
rather lengthy meeting ended with the traditional “Faith of
our Fathers,” sung as usual with great fervour.
WHEN MAKING YOUR WILL, PLEASE INCLUDE
A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.
PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL DECEASED-MEMBERS
AND FOR THE LIVING-MEMBERS, ESPECIALLY
THE SICK, THE RECENTLY BEREAVED,
THE OLD AND LONELY.

“Pray for me as I will pray for thee, that we one day may
merrily meet in Heaven”. – St. Thomas More.

May God bless you all.
Leo F. Casey. (Secretary)
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