Satan quotes a psalm that has the lion and the cobra being trampled upon!


Psalm 91:11-12

KJV makes it sound as if Satan is doubting that Jesus is SOG. 


Or at least trying to get him to demonstrate his powers.

RITZ AND SPECTACLE IS WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT

Deut 6:16


Why shouldn't we put the Lord out God to the test????



It shortens our life



Testing him is worshipping or following the will of other Gods



We are to Fear God.



Things will go well for us if we follow the Lord

Could be a 450ft drop to the ground.


Herod's royal portico which overhung the Kidron Valley.
So the devil quotes the Word of God, misinterprets it, omits a clause, and tries to trip the Son of God by the Word of God.

It was a skilful thrust and would also be accepted by the populace as proof that Jesus was the Messiah if they should see him sailing down as if from heaven. This would be a sign from heaven in accord with popular Messianic expectation. The promise of the angels the devil thought would reassure Jesus. They would be a spiritual parachute for Christ.

Massah means test.


Asked (quarreled) for things that did not exist 


Asked is God among us or not?



Major question

Not to pressure God? Why?


God is working from a basis of grace already.


“Don't push your luck.”
Most of us are aware of story of the Trojan Horse.  


It was the gift to the city of Troy 



after an attempted 10 year siege by the Greeks to overtake the city.  


It appeared as a concession of defeat, 



as the Greeks sailed away to head home in defeat.  


The Trojans, 



in their pride of invincibility, 




brought the wooden horse statue into their town 




and celebrated victory.  

In the middle of the night, 


what seemed like a gift 


turned into the enemy, 



as the a few Greek soldiers crawled out, 



opened the city gates, 




and the overthrow of the city





which had stood strong for 10 years,





fell in a single night.

I remind you of this story 

and the pride of the Greeks, 


because we are hearing Satan try something similar today in the second trial.  

If at first you don't succeed in conquering someone in their greatest weakness, 

attack their greatest strength.  


You heard me correctly, 



do not look for their second weakness, 



attack their greatest strength.  

The Trojans had a great city wall, 


but even more than that, 

they had pride in their city that had never been overtaken.  


So that is where the Greeks finally decided to attack, 


their pride through the wooden horse statue.

Satan takes a similar tactic.  


He was unable to cause Jesus to fall, 



through challenging his hunger, 


so he moves to Jesus' greatest strength, 



scripture.  

He takes Jesus to the highest point of the temple and says, 

“If you are the Son of God, 



throw yourself down.”  

Now in general, 


this is a bad idea.  

But Satan goes onto quote Psalm 91 


that we used for our Call to Worship this morning.  


I used the version from the Message, 



but if you compare the two texts, 




not only does Satan quote the Word of God, 





he also misinterprets it, 





omits a clause, 





and tries to trip the Son of God 






by the Word of God.  

The clause left out is, 


“to guard you in all your ways;”  

This comes right after the first line.  


The angels are to be there to guard him against those who attack him.  


They are not there to keep us from inflicting pain upon ourselves.  

Leaving out this clause 


makes it much easier to twist God's Word into what Satan wants it to say.  

Jesus knows this Psalm as well.  


It describes what he will eventually be called on to do as Messiah.  



Verse 13 says, 




“You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; 




you will trample the great lion and the serpent.”  


Satan is often depicted as the great serpent 


and Satan is told by God in the garden 



that Eve's child will crush the serpent's head 



and the serpent will strike the man's heel.  


So familiarity could possibly breed complacency.

Jesus does not fall for the trap however.  


He does not even go into showing Satan how he is misinterpreting the text.  

He instead, 


goes back to the story of Israel in Deuteronomy.  

He keeps going back to this moment, 


because this is where Israel was tempted 



and they walked from God's calling.  


Satan has no new tricks.  



He keeps on going back to the same old ones, 



and we keep falling for the same temptations.  

We are vulnerable, 


because of our fondness for the spectacle.  

The text Jesus alludes to is from Deuteronomy 6:16.  

“Do not test the Lord your God 



as you did at Massah.”  


Massah is Hebrew for “Test.”  



It is from the story of the Exodus in chapter 17, 




where the people were thirsty 




and they quarreled with Moses, 






demanding that he give them something to drink.  



Eventually, 




Moses takes his staff, 




strikes a solid rock, 





and water comes out.  


But in the process, 



Moses acknowledges that the people are putting the Lord to the test.  


The story concludes with the narrator saying, 



the Isrealites “tested the Lord saying, 




“is the Lord among us or not?””  

Jesus sees where Satan is trying to tempt him.  


Go with the spectacular 



and confirm that you are the Son of God.  


Jump off this building 



and you will be caught by God's angels, 




scripture says so.  

It quite possibly could have been a 450 foot jump, 


as there was a wing of the temple that overhung the Kidron Valley.  

You have a big task ahead of you, 


take a jump and you will see what you can get away with.  

The people are easy to please, 


give them something to talk about and they will be yours.  

All of these implications by Satan 


are unfortunately true about us as human beings.  

Jesus is repeatedly seen running away from being anointed King 


or correcting peoples conclusions from his miracles.  

We love the spectacular.  

But Jesus' early testing solidifies the fact 


that this is not the way to win people to follow God.  

For when he did a miracle or sign, 



the people asked for another, 



so that they might believe.  


Our hunger for these signs is insatiable.  


We are never satisfied.  

Again, looking at our forefathers in the desert, 


we see that this is true.  



The water out of the rock 




was after the 10 plagues on Egypt, 





crossing the Red Sea, 




bitter water becoming drinkable, 




and Manna and quail from heaven.  


And yet, 



here they stand, 




asking for more proof that God was among them.

Jesus tells Satan quite clearly, 


that this is not the route of God's people.  



They are not to continually call on God to prove himself.  



They are not to put God to the test.  

Our modern world may want to know why?  


Why can't we test God?  

God is testing us, 


why can't we test him? 


Ask him to prove himself.  

In reality, 


what we are asking for is for God to prove himself to us again.  


I say again, 



because what are we hoping that God will do to show he is faithful to us 



and that he loves us?  


As we will repeat at the Seder dinner in a few weeks, 



if God would have done just a fraction of what he has done, 




“It would have been more than we could have asked.”  



If he had just created us, 



if he would have just led us out of Egypt, 



if we would have just led us in the wilderness, 



if he would have just fed us with manna, 



if he would have just given us the 10 commandments, 




“It would have been more than we could have asked.”  

That is what Jesus had to reflect on, 


but we have even more reason to not put the Lord our God to the test.  

For in addition to everything already mentioned,


had God just sent his son Jesus Christ, 



it would have been more than we could have asked, 


but he also made him the source of forgiveness and salvation, 


raised him from the dead, 


and promised us the Holy Spirit.  

What is there left that you want to test God on?

Jesus himself was duly satisfied with his calling. 


The heavens had parted, 


the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 


and a voice told him that 



this is my beloved Son 



with who I am well pleased.  

What further affirmation does Jesus need?  

What further affirmation do you need 


in order to believe that God loves you?  



Will a new car 




make it more clear than dying for your sins?  



Will winning the lottery 




clear up that doubt better than God taking on human form 





and living 





and then dying among us?  



Are you waiting for world disaster 




or fire and lightning?  



For God to really show that he is present and loves us?

If these are any of the things you are hoping for, 


I have a small suggestion for you.  



Don't push you luck.  

We are prone to quickly forget 


that we are working from a basis of grace already.  

Yet we should not.  


When we try and test God, 



putting him on trial to perform for us, 


we act as if God is in debt to us 



and has something to prove to us 




before we will follow him.  


We are saying coming to earth, 


going to the cross, 


coming back from the dead were not enough.  



We need more.  


We are not quite sure if God is among us or not.  

Jesus had no doubt that the Father was with him.  


Which meant that he had no need for the spectacular jump 



from the Holy temple, 



in the Holy city, 



even if the Holy Word said it would protect him.  

Satan went with the Holy, Holy, Holy attempt at Jesus' greatest strength.  


But Jesus knew not just the words, 



but the heart behind the Holy words 




that had created the Holy Temple 




and Holy City.  



It was a heart that desired response and trust, 




not testing and spectacles.  



God had 




and will continue to do great and amazing things.  





Everyday sunrises and sunsets happen, 





babies are born, 





and humanity has not destroyed itself yet.  


Imagine the world if God were to let our natural tendencies to run unchecked.

Jesus knew the potential for error 


if he let his run unchecked.  

So he again sticks with God's word 


to make sure that he does not fall for a trojan horse.  

He used the whole canon of scripture 


and let scripture interpret scripture, 

in order to see if what Satan was encouraging 


was the truth or not.  

Yes it was God's word, 


but it was God's word 


or text, 



out of context.  


There is a saying, 



“A text, 




taken out of context, 



is a pretext, 




for a prooftext.”  

In our quoted passages today from Satan and Jesus, 


we see how Satan lives into this saying, 


and creates a proof
text to encourage Jesus to jump.  

We also see Jesus, 


taking another text, 



and as we wade deeper into the context, 




see how it is all that Jesus would ever need 





to never fall prey to Satan's temptation 





and instead faithfully pass the Father's test.  

May we follow Jesus' way in using God's word.  


Not to justify our feelings and thoughts out of context, 


but to understand who God is in light of his greater work.  

In doing so, 


we will not invite any wooden prize horses into our life 


that will eventually over throw it.
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