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Dear Glenn Btt: ..00’..‘00..
THANKS TO YOU BOTH. for your Involvement at e? ™ a
a
It was a very "moving experience” for my daughter .o
? and L The ambiance of the overall group was :
&‘ exceptional, A special thanks to you, Bil, for - .o
2 -
_‘ & ‘—‘:- for your "hi-tech work" associated with the induct- Soe » N S 3
i fon ceremonies. You are indeed, & wizard! ftrncee"

S A special thanks to you, Glenn, for vour ° '
'_H'_ED s Involvement with the production for the initial copy J O ln NOW L

the recent World Acrobatics Sedety 2003 Congress'
orchestrating the overall congress aml espedally -
of ACRO magazine 1 sincerely hope that W.A.S=,

Glenn ! will receive the support for the needed for the

Here is another famous ACROART for our on-going publication of ACRO! 1 know the
editorship of ACRO will need to be exceptional so Tlle

W-A.S. Magazine by scu’,plo” Joe Brown on as (o ensure the appropriate coverage/inclusion W ld A l)

the campus of Temple University in from time to time regarding, each of the various or cro ﬂ-&ics

> '] L) " j
Philadelphia PA. disciplines represented by the Socety. We "all
B ZNo Erederick should recognize that the coverage may not always s()(:"i(al}'
race rma rFreger » P

include, with each and every [ssue; the single \\'hat are \our Intcrests.’
discipline/sport/activity in which we have our major
interest: however, each disdpline sport/activity KRR

must appear from time-lo-time so as to help insure

continuation of subscriptions, For example, 1 do . aRwy 2 ratd
love gymnastics. yet. I love trampolining especially. Aggl casive lnhne Sl\atlng

Best Wishes. BMX Freestyle
H. Easel Buchanan, . -
Omaha.NE Cheerleading Diving
ED: We agree and hope our readers will submit Figure Skating Fl'?(‘ St\l(‘
Skiing Gymnastics
Professional Acrobatics
Skateboarding Skydiving

articles on the different disciplines

Snowboarding Sports
Acrobatics Trampoline
Tumbling Double
Mini-Tramp
Wakebording
* kK
World Acrobatics Soclely
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
Lifetime...$150.00
Annual...$35.00
ACRO Magazine
Subscription is included with
« : ; your membership (ACRO
Hi Glenn, Subscription without
I hope things are going weli for you. | bership is onlv 15 00)
We welcome letters, ideas | o " ke%ing my acro pariner, Temyt | MEMOSISP IS only &12.
and photos from all of our although the size of our group has For membership or
listed disciplines diminished the last couple years. subscription, Send
I would like to support the new ACRO check or money order to
ACRO magazine, so sign me up for the World
P.O. Box 3006 Acrobatics Society. World Acrobatic Society c/o
o ide, CA 92051 Duncan Eriey 5949 S,
HORIENES Aloha, Birchwood Dr. Ludington, MI
gmagym@aol.com Ken Farrell 49431
Honolulu, Hi
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‘-;f ACRO CHALLENGE

From the Editor's desk

It has been a positive challenge to come up with our second ACRO
magazine to meet the standard set with our first edition...we hope
you like the results and look forward to hearing from you, our WAS
readers with articles, photos and suggestions for our future ACRO
magazine issues.

* w *

The 2003 Wor ld Acrobatics Society Congress in Las Vegas was an
inspiring event for the future of W.A.S. Starting with a very special
motivational and physical presentation by Peter Vidmar along with
the inductee program it was a very positive weekend with families
and friends of the World Acrobatics Society.

» * *

Our first cover was hard act to follow... but while w alking on the
Beach in Oceanside | came across a Jet Ski competition north of the
pier. Along with the racing program they were doing some unusual
acro skills. I met an official Jet Ski photographer (Jeff Hain)
among the crowd and he told me more about the flip side of Jet Ski
competition. Jeff followed up by sending us an article and photos
that gave ACRO our exciting cover and center spread.

»* *® *

Because we have a very limited W.A.S. membership and
subscriber list, our publication costs exceeds our budget... Our
Special Thanks to our sponsors, members and friends who believe
in our ACRO magazine, we hope to grow and at least break even by
the end of the year.

You can also be a big help by getting friends to subscribe or give
a Gift Subscription(s) to a friend (or two)...for only $15 a year.

" Have a happy handstands" ... GMS

TO W.A.S. ACRO SPONSORS THAT HELPED FUND THIS
ACRO SECOND EDITION... WE THANK YOU!

Paula Boelsems Chuck Hardy Bill Walker
Martha Bromley Relna McRay Jim Van Winkle
Bob Gooding Greorge Nissen Bob Yerkes
Sue Gorgan Ray Stevens Walt Zippel

The Offical Publicatiion of the

World Acrobatics

Sociely

President: Bil Copp
P.O. Box7282, Venice, FL 34287
Ph 941-426-0631

triffis@aol com

Editer: Glenn Sundby
P.O. Box20086, Oceanside, CA 92051
Ph 760-722-0606

m@aol.com

Computer Graphics
Steve Mackey

1st Vice President
Paula Boelsems

2nd Vice President
Abie Grossfeld

Secreta
Hal Freyry

Tresure

Dick Albershardt

Archivist
A. Bruce Frederick

Membership Chairman
Duncon Erley

ACRO magazine is a quarterly
publication of the World Acrobatics
Society. Address all subscriptions
and Advertising to

ACROGMSGYM, P.O Box 30086,
Cceanside, CA 92051

ACRO magazine welcomes story, art and
photo contributions .. Please send to
Editor, P.O. Box 3006, Oceanside, CA 92051
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With Your Membership

JUST 835
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Gift Subscriptions o
To ACRC Magazine
Only $15 a year for 4 exciting issues

A Wonderful Gift for Your
Acrobatic... Gymnastics... Diving... Trampoline
Tumbling & Extreme Sports Friends

For Subscriptions (personal or gift) send
check or money order to:
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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT
"Some Acrobaticgrounds"”

by Bil Copp

This year is the 100th anniversary of the Wright
Brothers' first heaver-then-air flight. The biggest thing
about this histori¢ feat was not merely getting off the
ground but actually controlling the flight.

Did vou know that both Orville and Wilber were
GYMNASTS?

Both regularly worked out at that early Mecca for
gvmnastics, the Dayton YMCA. Wilber credited his
gvmnastics training as a major contributing fact in
successfully handling the controls of the Wright. flyer.

There have been a number of pilots in our Acrobat
community. The great tumbler Dickie Browning an his
Olympian diver brother Skippy come immediately to
mind. Gymnast John Crosby: Trampoline immortals
Frank Schmitz and Storm Eaton were pilots as was
Olympian Tom Gompf and. to a much lesser extent.
vours truly .

Participation in the Acrobatic disciplines appears in the
biographies of many prominent persons. These include
Johnny Carson, Tom Smothers, Gene Kelly Douglas
Fairbanks. John Kennedy Jr. and Malcon Forbes who
was captain of his Princeton gymnastics team.

Actors Russ Tamblyn. Joe E Brown and Bert Lancaster
were professional acrobats and astronauts Scott
Carpenter is but one of the numerous spacemen,
American and Russian. with a gvmnastics or diving
background.

It's rumored that Bill Gates has a trampoline room in his
home. The last time [ saw such a thing was in the living
room of Marco Canistrelli. The 8 ft ceiling was no
problem. It was for his toddler son.

Judy Ford was a Jr. National Trampoline Champion
who used her flipping talent to become

Miss America in 1969. Several other voung women
have used gymnastics talents to win state beauty
pageants,

6

A few years ago, at the Canadian National Exhibition, a
group of competitive trampolinist were putting on a
show when they were approached by a delegation of
important-looking men. It included Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau who asked if he might trv the
trampoline. He slipped off his shoes and surprise tumed
to astonishment when he performed a back flip and
nearly flew off the apparatus but for a spot by Aaron
Johnson. Trudeau had been a diver in his college days.

This story intrigued me and I subsequently learned that
many heads of state have been on the trampoline.
Newspaper and magazines have carried photos of
Gerald Ford. Fidel Castro, Spanish King Juan Carlos
and Ugandan dictator Jdi Amin Dada all bouncing on
trampolines.

Baseball legend Lou Gehrig was a member of the New
York Turners as was president William Howard Tafi.
Somehow. the idea of the 360 Ib Taft (who once got
stuck in a bathtub) working the high bar conjures up a

most intriguing image... "Hey! Spot my flyaway!

# ® ® ®
A correction: In my last message | alluded to Lillian Leitzel as being the first
woman to achieve a triple somersault. It was Antoinette Concello, not Lillian
* * ® *

ather
ARCO
personalities.. We should
include Arctic & Antarctic
explorer Admiral
Richard E Byrd. He was 2
gymnast under coach Lou
Mang at the USA Naval g X
Academy in 1810 to 12
According to coach Mang
Dick Byrd was a good
all-around athiste, skiliful at
boxing. wrestling. swimming,
pole vaulting, and
gymnastics where he
specialized In flying nngs.
Pictured here |5 Admiral Byrd
dropping USA flag at the
bottom of the world
Amarctica 2116447

Note:
famous among the

Among the

Rear
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AGRODIIS

"Believe it or not" y
fand “Strange as it J
Seems" *

‘ owlv‘;u; nﬂuag‘%n-‘
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Wetzbaughar of Palmer AK.

That's INCREDIBLE! By Don Robinson (Former head
coach at ASU. 25 years)

With the understanding that *No one will sell and promote
our team as good as we can.' we have always gone out to
e schools and community doing fun and lively
gymnastics shows. We used these shows to sell our sport
of gymnastics to the publc. Since it wasnt always prudent
moving PB’ s, Stil Rings or a Floor Ex mat for a 20 minute
show across town, we got creative and developed some
fun 2cts that could possibly be

construed as a mix between gymnastics skil training and
circus routines. Eventually, one of our most popular acts
enced up before the producers of 'That's Incredible’, The
TV show. As a result we ended up appearing on their
show in the early 1980,

This act started in the late sixties- early seventies when
Sob Fenner of Gym Master Go. buit me a padded
tumbling table, 30' by 48" with adjustable legs so we could
adjust the table for spotting. Bob, being a great person and
heiper and supplier of outstanding gymnastics equipment
was always helping gymnasts, coaches and many
strugghing programs, often at his own expense Thanks
Bob

Arnater Athicie = Long BeachCoblons
CAN O fwrrn ONE FINGER
Poono Dums-SELL

From the scrapbook of WAS member Orville

Coach Robinson and his World famous Vaulting Team

The table act stated by gymnasts doing basic vaulting, and
tumbling such as handspring, headspring, dives and front fips
over the table. Soon we added the trampolette doing front flips
on to the table, punch fronts off; then we added the twists, and a
iot more crazy skills, I.e.- Full twisting 1 3/4 After trying many
skills we decided to- see how many people we could put on the
table by doing a front from the trampolette. This routine started
with just a few gymnasts and coaches; 6 to 10, and then we
started to increase the number to at least 20. The spectators
loved it and had lots fun watching us do this version of a Dog
Pile. There was always lots of laughter and applause

We were asked to do this routine everywhere- basketball half
times. school assemblies, parties and picnics, We did this fun
show for university presidents, booster clubs, and local
television. As we did this routine we abways tried to add more
peocple to the table and created a world record of 26 sdults. At
one point we used the engineers on the team to decide who
should go up in what order and where they should go to
maximee our space before falling off. We would end up going
3-high at some points! | would usually be the first to front-flip on
followed by the

Hzsa we menzicned thar Cortan's
Is healtheer Than evar!

Here are examples of how major companies use Acrobatics to promote products and activiti R

3 biggest 'comer men' to buid the base. in the early 80
we did exhibitions throughout Switzerland and reached
our goal of 26 + 1 young gymnast, 12-year old; Sean
Cooney. We were told at that time we would be put in the
European Guinness Book of World Records! To this day
we do not know if we are in the book but we do hold the
world record! The pictures were both taken during shows
in Arizona The world record poster was used In Switzer!
and to advertise our work record attempt WE DID IT! !}
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